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Exhibition

Title: A Dew Drop

Artist. Nasima Khanam Queenie
Venue: Shilpangan Gallery
Date: January 03-10

Title: Alook through the crow's eyes
Organiser. Bengal Foundation
Venue: Gallery of Word's n Pages,
Café Imsomnia, 125, Gulshan Avenue,
Gulshan-2

Date: December 25, 2005- January
27,2006

Recap of theatre activities
in 2005

ERSHAD KAMOL

have been fewer theatre festi-

vals in Dhaka. However the
number of new productions in 2005
is satisfactory. More than 10 stage
plays, premiered in 2005, have
attained popularity among theatre
enthusiasts.

Jatio Patha Natok Utshob 2005,
arranged by the Bangladesh Group
Theatre Federation (BGTF) in
association with Bengal Founda-
tion, began from February 2 and
was the first theatre festival of the
year. Many popular theatre troupes
such as Aranyak, Dhaka Padatik,
Padatik Natya Sangsad, Prachyanat
and others staged their plays in two
venues -- Shaheed Minar premises
and Rabindra Sarobar near
Dhanmondi Lake.

Two more theatre festivals were
held in February -- one arranged by
Nagorik Natyangan and the other
arranged by Udichi Central Drama
Branch.

In the weeklong drama festival

I N comparison with 2004, there

mance by Shimul Yousuff.
Nasiruddin Yousuffis the director of
theplay.

Bangla Theatre staged the pre-
miere show of Che'r Cycle, based on
the revolution led by Che Guavara
in the Latin America. Mamunur
Rashid is the playwright while Faiz
Zahiris the director of Che'r Cycle.

In March, Center for Asian Thea-
tre staged the experimental bilin-
gual play-- Metamorphosis--
adapted by Anisur Rahman from
FranzKafka's surrealistic fiction The
Metamorphosis. The play shows the
existential imprisonment of a
character by social and economical
demands. Kamaluddin Nilu is the
director of the play.

another new theatre troupe, staged
their first production Kamola
Shundori, a story from
Mymenshingho Geetika. Prangone
Mor staged its two productions --
Shyama Premand Swadesiin 2005.

Palakar's latest production
Mangula was also a well-received
stage play in 2005. Dramatist
Golam Shafiq depicted the struggle
for survival of an indigenous com-
munity against in this play. Aminur
Rahman Mukul is the director of
Mangula. Other acclaimed pro-
ductions of the year were -- Katha
'71, Sonai Bibir Pala, Ohe Tanchak,
Samayer Proyojone and
Chhayanaut.

Dhaka Padatik's latest produc-

the central characters' affair, the
playwright has dealt with a very
contemporary issue -- the conflict
between religion and humanism.
Sonai Bibir Pala, directed by
Kamaluddin Nilu, is the latest
production of Centre for Asian
Theatre.

Theatre (Natok Sarani) pre-
miered their latest production --
Ohe Tanchak, a play by Professor
Momotazuddin Ahmed -- in 2005.
Ohe Tanchak is a satire on the cur-
rent spurt of the religious fanatics
who misuse peoples' faith for their
personal benefits. Momotazuddin
Ahmed isthedirector ofthe play.

Nagorik Natya Sampradaya pre-
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Iftekhar Wahid Iftee's solo photo
exhibit, being held at Café Insom-
nia, is a collection of 15 promising
pictures, in startling black-and-
white. The display, “A look through

The first picture shows an
elderly person with sharp features,
resting his forehead on his fist. We
get a silhouette of this against a
stark white background. This is
fairly moving, when one cares to
pause and contemplate over it. We
then move on two a two-coloured

Photo exhibit: A look through the crow's eyes
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part of the bust till the chest, as in
many official portraits. Bangla
calligraphy in black, done as a witty
footnote completes the thought
provoking composition.

In another picture, an amazing
black-and-white scene from the
countryside, one sees the wheels of a
buffalo cart, reminiscent of
Morshedul Islam's famous repetitive
scenes from his film Chaka. Whiz-
zing at the back is a speeding white
and gray modern automobile as a
contrast. Among other picturesis the
portrait of an exotic Kathak dancer,
with her jhumar, and the rest of her
flamboyant accouterment, includ-
ingher dazzlingjewellery. The depic-
tion of the sensuous dancerecalls the
many scenes on stage and films from
thesubcontinent.

A photograph that depicts a
man's profile, staring at the appar-
ently giant-sized bulb in the dark-
ness, while people in the floor above
peep in at him is another intriguing
entry.

Another thought provoking
picture is that of a hanging wooden
statue, in the shape of an eagle-
spread, suspended from metal

(from February 6-12) arranged b the crow's eyes”, is being organised "
Theatre Nagorik Natyarr};gan, at the Ngtioneﬁ by Words 'N Pages, a local book collage_of p(_)stcard sized photo-  chains, seen atop a wooden coffin,
Play: Behular Bhashan Theatre Stage at Shilpakala Acad- outlet. One knows the modern 8raphsinwhich Iftekhar has taken  covered by white fabric. The medi-

Troupe: Theatre and Music
Department, Dhaka University

Venu: Natmondal Auditorium, DU

Date: January 1-4,2006 at6:30 pm

emy, Nagorik Natyangan, Centre for
Asian Theatre and Abhash, a theat-
rical group from India, participated.

Udichi Central Drama Branch
arranged a six-day long drama
festival at Mahila Samity Stage,
which began from mid-February.

penchant for the dramatic and
symbolic use of black- and -white
in photography. It is a fact too that
critics the world over consider this
choice more imaginative, poetic
and symbolic.

Ziaul Hugq, the organiser from

Group Photography Udichi Drama Branch, Aranyak Words 'N Pages, says that this is the
v ere Natyadal, Prachyanat and Padatik 17-year-old photographer's third
Exhibition Natyashongshod were the partici- successful attempt. He feels this is

Title: Nature's Fury

Organiser: Drik Gallery Library

Venue: Drik Gallery

Time: December 26- January 8, from
3:00pmt08:00 pm

pantsinthefestival.

Some of the prominent theatre
troupes premiered their latest
productions in February. Nagorik
Natya Sampradaya staged a trilogy-
- Gandharir Abedon, Karna-Kunti
Shangbadand Biday Obhishap from
Rabindranath Tagore's Sanchoita.
All the excerpts of the trilogy have
been drawn from the Mahabharata,
but Tagore had his own interpreta-
tion -- all the central characters in
the play express different aspects of
human rationality. Moreover, the
trilogy has an anti-war tone. Ataur
Rahman directed the plays.

Dhaka Theatre presented the
premiere show of Binodini Dasi's
autobiography-based narrative
Binodini, in February at the Mahila
Samity Stage. It was a solo perfor-

A scene from the play Che'r Cycle

The silver jubilee celebration of
Dhaka Padatik is another major
event in 2005.The eight-day festi-
val, at the National Theatre Stage,
also showcased theatre produc-
tions from local and Kolkata
troupes.

Sixty-five groups participated at
the 14-day Children Theatre Festi-
val, organised by the People's
Theatre Association at the Public
Library Auditorium from March 10.

A few theatre troupes, formed in
2005, staged their premiere shows.
Newly formed troupe, Janmasutra
staged Ahorkandal directed by
Kamaluddin Kabir. Natya Teertha,

tion Katha '71, by Kumar Pridip
Baul, is set against the backdrop of
the massacre by the Pakistani
military regime on the Bangalees in
1971. Debashish Ghosh directs the
play.

Zahir Raihan's popular short
story based play, Samayer
Proyojone, a Theatre Art Unit
production, is also a drama based
on our freedom movement. M Bari
is the adaptor and director of the
play.

Young playwright Raihan Aktar's
play Sonai Bibir Pala is an adapta-
tion of a love story of Purba Banga
Geetika. Through the tragic end of

miered another production atthe end
ofthisyear. Chhayanaut, Utpal Dutt's
play, depicts the transience of
'starism' in media. Aly Zaker is the
director of Chhayanaut.

At the end of 2005, Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation (BGRF)
arranged a 10-day theatre festival.
The title of the festival was “For the
welfare of Mujibur Rahman Dilu
and other theatre activists”. The
festival took place at the Experi-
mental Theatre Stage of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy.

the prelude to a successful cultural
exchange of expatriates and locals
who come to this bookshop. He
says that he found Iftekhar promis-
ing and hopes that the display will
bring in viewers and connoisseurs
of photography. The exhibit is on
tillJanuary 27.

The framing of the pictures, in
glass and narrow black frame, plus
the careful juxtaposition in the café
is surely admirable. The gallery
lighting and placing have always
been vital. It is high time that not
onlyin the West, butalso in Bangla-
desh, we realise that photography
is an art form, that is available at a
much cheaper price than parallel
paintings of portraits -- still-life or
landscapes.

snaps of Rafiqun Nabi, seen juxta-
posed with his famous cartoon
character, "Tokai". It has a white
background. The picture placed on
top has the artist facing the camera
while the other has his profile and a

tating old man with the long stringy
beard, sittingonabed -- in the midst
of a yellow blossom-covered field --
recalls the Bangladesh mustard
fields, praised so often in poetry,
paintings and prints.

Imaginative photographs by Iftekhar Wahid

Impress Limited and Banglalink join
hands in a film venture

A treat of Tagore songs in
Bengal Shilpalaya

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

On December 31, 2005 culture

Aguner parashmoni choyao praney
and Jodi tarey nai chinigo sheiki
among others.

Another feather in
the cap for Black

Sanjay Leela Bhansali's Black has
been selected by Time magazine's
influential critic Richard Corliss as
one ofthe ten best films 0f2005.

This is along with Werner

aficionados congregated for a The setting at Bengal , . .
Photography CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT ad(slressedth:;plrless Iconferen?re.1 musical evening oigTaggore's songs, Shilpalaya, with Egyptian paint- Iéle.rzc;g SM The Ithte D]l?’amond &
op ens agar said that Impress Tele | {ifed A gy The ings of Adil hung on the wall and rizzly Man, Ingmar Bergman's
Exhibition film Ltd has been involved in titled Amader Shantiniketon. The 8 8 Saraband, Fernando Meirelles'

Title: Photographs on Shilpacharya
Zainul Abedin

Organiser: The Fine Arts institute,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy,
Bangladesh National Museum and
Bengal Foundation

Venue: Zainul Gallery

Date: December 29, 2005- January
18, 2006

Time: 12-06pm

SR N

Faridur Reza Sagar and Shahed Zubaer at the press conference

Banglalink, a mobile phone oper-
ator, will sponsor 12 films to be
produced this year by Impress
Tele-film Limited (ITL).

An agreementto this effect, was
signed between managing direc-
tor of the Impress Limited Faridur
Reza Sagar and Shahed Zubaer of
Banglalink in the city at a press
conferencerecently.

Sagar, managing director of
Channel-i, Senior Manager (Pub-
lic Relation and Communication)
and film director Amjad Hossain

positive film production for a
long time and it wants to revive
the positive image of films. He
added that Banglalink is inter-
ested in producing social films,
which will reflect the hopes and
aspirations of the masses.

Amjad Hossain said that a
sponsor is essential to produce
a positive film and film direc-
tors should try to be discrimi-
nating in their choice of sub-
jects.

organiser was the Bengal Founda-
tion and the venue was the Bengal
Shilpalaya. The musical
programme featured Shoshthika
Mukhopadhyay, Mohua
Chattopaddhyay and Sandeep Sen,
well-known Indian artistes of
Tagore and yesteryear's songs.
They are all from Shantiniketan.

Ontheheels of theinauguration,
a musical session began with a
chorus of Tagore songs. The songs
were as follows Aye amader
Angoney, Firey cholo matir taney,
Noyoney gogoney miloner chondey,

artistes accompanied by other
musicians on the tanpura, tabla,
keyboard and harmonium was
effective. The sounds and melo-
dies that eventually followed were
soothing for the frazzled city
dweller.

Shoshthika's voice was capti-
vating and had a distinctive qual-
ity and clarity. Her sustained
notes were amazing. The music,
emotional at times, transported
the audience to a higher reality.

The Constant Gardener, and Rob
Marshall's Memoirs Of A Geisha.

Citing reasons for his Indian
pick, Corliss writes, "This is an
unusual film for India, the ultimate
Bollywood love story."

The film stars Rani Mukherjee,
asadeaf mute girlwhoconquersall
odds to excel in college guided by
her mentor played by Amitabh
Bachchan.

Source: Internet
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