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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

December 13-20

A photo exhibition titled Britto,
images of map photographers, is
going on at La-Galerie (54 Kemal
Attarturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka).
The exhibition is open for all from
10amto 8pm everyday.

December 19-31

The Alliance Francaise has
organised a photography exhibition
titted 'Intimate dairies of Twin
Nationalities' by Anwar Hossain
starting from December 19 at 6:00
pm. The display will remain open for
allfrom 5 pmto 9 pm everyday.
December 12-22

A painting exhibition of artist Abdul
Mugtadir is going on at the Gallery
Chitrak from 10 am to 8 pm
everyday.

December 19-26

Shilpangan has arranged a 8-day-
long art and craft exhibition in
association with the Craft Deptt of
the Institute of Fine Arts. The show
will remain open for all from 10 am
to 9 pmeveryday.

Int'l Short Film

Festival: Seminars

December 20-21

As part of the 8th international short
film and independent film festival,
Dhaka-2003, the 5th Alamgir Kabir
Memorial Lecture will be held on
December 20, at the Poet Sufia
Kamal Auditorium, National
Museum, Shahbag, Dhaka at 4pm.
and the national seminar will be
held on December 21, at 4pm.at
the same venue.

Crystal Fair

December 17-25

The Russian Cultural Centre is
currently holding a nine-day long
Russian Crystal Fair. This
exhibition will remain open
everyday for all from 11:00 am to
7:00 pm.

Venue: Exhibition Hall of the
Ryssian Cultural Cebtre

House 510, Road 7 Dhanmondi

Play

December 24

Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation in collaboration with the
Bengal Foundation will stage a new
play written and directed by Alok
Bashu, Atish Dipankar Sharpoja by
Natya Dhara at the Mahila Shamiti
Auditorium at 6:30 pm.

Glittery delight

ELITA KARIM

nine-day long Russian
Crystal Fair began on
December 17 at the Russian
Culture Centre. Oleg.S.Malginov,
Ambassador of the Russian Feder-
ation in Bangladesh, inaugurated
the exhibition. Asaduzzaman
Noor, Secretary General of the
Bangladesh-Russia Friendship
Society was the special guest dur-
ing the event, while Dr. Tahir Shah,
Chairman of Pick n Pay Super
Market was present as the Guest of
Honour.

Nipun Enterprise has brought
the crystals, which are being exhib-
ited till December 25 in colours of
blues, greens and reds, to Dhaka.
The fair consists of crystal pieces in
the forms of various animals like
bulls, horses and cows, right from
the heart of the Russian country-
side. One can also find peacocks
and hens the size of a thumb.
Intricate designs have been made
on ashtrays of different sizes and

shapes, ranging from Taka 150 to
Tk 15,000. Moving to the bigger size
range, flower and fruit baskets in
crystal are being exhibited at the
fair, in shades of blue, red and
green. Spectators were in awe of
the blue and green horn-like crys-
tal water bags, which so much
resembled the ones carried by
shepherds on the Russian high-
lands.

The audience had their eyes on
chess set, with crystal pieces,
reflecting the lights shining on
them. Other pieces consisted of
flower vases, candle stands, little
drawing room decoration pieces
and many more. These designs
undoubtedly depict the Russian
culture, which have been fascina-
tingly carved in crystal for all to see
and wonder about.

According to Yusuf Hassan, the
proprietor of Nipun Enterprise, not
only do they have Russian expatri-
ate customers, but also many
Bangladeshi collectors who have
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an eye for these Russian pieces.
'After the exhibition, we plan to
shift these pieces to the showroom

Russian Crstal Fai

in Gulshan, where collectors and
crystal lovers will always be wel-
comed.' Hassan remarks.

Light and shade

Of ballads and blues of Bangladesh

Abdus Shakoor's exhibition at Bradford

Fayza HAQ

have a universal appeal. The works speak of

exhibition of 40 of his works is on till 24th

January, next year, at the Cartwright Hall
in Bradford, UK. The exposition traces the
development of Shakoor's style with a number
of his works about Bangladeshi village women,
their romances, tragedies, hopes, fears and tales
of everyday life coloured with romantic imagi-

: ; ENIOR folklore artist, Abdus Shakoor's

nation.

The art works, with their
predominance of blacks,
browns, along with vibrant
vermilion and gold, go hand
in hand with blues and
greens. Shakoor also brings
in the flowers, birds, animals
and reptiles like lizards and
poisonous snakes, the latter
being very much in vogue
with the west.

Shakoor's use of simple
lines and selective strokes
make his works unusual
indeed .The artist's vibrant
works of the rural Bangla
resound with Mymensingh
ballads and tales, drawn from

both Muslim and Hindu
folklore and tradition, which

Abdus Shakoor

death, lamentation, love, parenthood, power
and present a host of mythological characters,
like Mohua, for international consumption.
Along with the delineation of women, with their
chokers, pendants, nose-rings, strings of beads
and the traditional "khopa" are their confi-
dantes, lovers, fathers and friends.

Also on focus are tigers, cattle, birds of differ-
ent shapes and sizes, and of late, the venomous
snakes with black triangles on the sinuous long
bodies as well as yellow and
black lizards, with their bodies
decorated with herring- bor-
ing lines, dots and semi-
circles. The last subject had
been popular by the Austra-
lian Aborigines years back,
and has surfaced as something
popular with even the expatri-
ates in Dhaka. One can well
expect their attraction for the

European viewers at Oldham  |+= :.' .
Gallery. e v
The exhibition also brings [s%

in folk art and paintings by the
great Indian artist, Jamini Roy,
along with those of the well-
known Bangladeshi artist and
cartoonist,
Bhattacharjee. During the last
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Art work by Abdus Shakoor

days of the exhibition, stories and pictures
produced by local school children linked to the
exhibition will be on display.

Rizia Rahman gets Sadat Ali Akhand Literature Award 2003

NOVERA DEEPITA

PHOTO: AFP
(L-R) Actor Ben Affleck,
director John Woo and

actress Uma Thurman
arrive for the Paramount
Premiere of "Paycheck" at
Grauman's Chinese
Theater December 18 ,in
Hollywood, California.

HIS year's Sadat Ali Akhand

Literature Award went to

author Rizia Rahman for
her contribution to Bangla litera-
ture. She was handed over the
award in an simple programme at
the Bangla Academy seminar room
recently. She is the fourteenth
person to get this award. Born in
the British period in Kolkata, Rizia
Rahman studied economics at the

Dhaka University. Principal of an
educational institution for quite
some time, she started to write
stories at the age of nine and many
of her stories were published in the
newspapers like  Shatyajug of
Kolkata and Shangbad of Dhaka of
that period. She has written about
thirty books including Ghar
Bhanga Ghar, Uttarpurush,
Alikhito Upakhyan, Ekti Phuler
Janya, Harun Ghorey Phereyni,
Durey Kothao.

In his speech the Director Gen-
eral of Bangla Academy, Mansur
Musa said, 'All prizes can be cate-
gorised into two types; inspiration
prize for young generation and
recognition prize for the people
who have already contributed a lot.
Certainly this prize is in recogni-
tion of the person who can be
considered as the future Rokeya
Sakhawat Hossain.'

Expressing her feelings Rizia
Rahman said, 'Tam very proud that
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I got such an honourable award.
Sadat Ali Akhand was a great per-
son who played an important role
in the advancement of the society
and today my name has been
associated with his. It is a great
honourforme.'

Among others, ASM Shahjahan,
former advisor to the caretaker
government, Toyab Hossain, Wakil
Ahmed, Tahmina Hossain and
Prof. Sirajul Islam also spoke on the
occasion.
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Teerthankar by Shubachan
Natya Shangshad

ERSHAD KAMOL

HUBACHAN Natya
Shangshad staged its current
production Teerthankar as
part of the drama festival arranged

by ITI, Bangladesh Centre at the
National Theatre Stage recently.

Through the story of Sohrab-
Rustam from the Persian epic
Shahanama, the playwright,
Samina Lutfa Nitra has expressed
the facts of the world politics and
the inherent tendency of the peo-
ple to rule others. Like Machiavelli,
many other naturalists proved the
inherent tendency of human being
to achieve the ultimate power. The
naturalists also say, that to reach
this goal a man may adopt any
brutal ways. Legendary Sohrab-
Rustam story in the Shahanama is
notan exception to this.

Nitra starts the play in a new
way. We see that the Teerthankars
(pilgrims), in their endless journey,
look for a knife to open up the
treasury of legends and tales. And
they find only the stories of repres-
sion on humanity. Rustam,
Tahmina, Kaikuas, Afraseur and
even Sohrab rose to the highest
level of power but all of them expe-
rience loneliness. The crown
pushes them to madness, ruin
and death.

The story of Sohrab-Rustam is
only a medium and not a destina-
tion in Nitra's play. The story-
tellers locate the legend of
Sohrab-Rustam and they try to

A scene from the play Teerthankar

unfold the unquenchable thirst of
the restless civilisation marching
today towards globalisation. The
ego, greed, hegemony and sav-
agery represented by the charac-
ters of the story have been dra-
matically resurrected against the
backdrop of the contemporary
state of the world. In the end of the
play, the 'Teerthankars' reject war
and glorify the victory of life. Nitra
has successfully handled the
tragedy.

As a director Faiz Zahir is realis-
tic in his approach. However his
compositions to represent the war
scenes were not enjoyable at all. At
times, the scenes of fighting
appeared like some circus-show,

notacombat.

But as a set and light designer
Faiz Zahir was successful. His set
was designed according to the
theme of the play. And lights coor-
dinated with the performers effec-
tively.

Ahsan Habib Nasim's music
direction gave an extra effectto the
play, which was quite charming.

The potentiality of all the per-
formers except Nitra need to be
improved.

Exhibition to commemorate 100 years
of Powered Flight at Zainul Gallery

A weeklong exhibition titled 'Aakasher Thikanay'
(Skyward Ahoy) by 3 photographers Enam Ul Haque,
Enam Talukder and Sharif Sarker was inaugurated at
Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts to commemorate
the centennial of powered flight, says a press release.
Director of the Institute and famous painter Dr Abdus
Sattar, renowned photographer Anwar Hossain and
veteran journalist Fauzul Karim were present at the

inauguration.

Photography exhibition on aircraft and aviation is
first of its kind in Bangladesh. The exhibits include 51
photographs of aircraft, aerial views of Bangladesh and
airplane-human juxtaposition.d citizens. The exhibi-
tion will remain open till 23 December from 10 AM to 7

PM.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

HE CD launching of the first

album Amar Bhalobashar

Swadesh along with solo
music recital of the artiste
Mahbubul Haidar Mohon was held
recently on a stage well suited to
the title of the CD. The stage was
decorated with the traditional
cane, straw and shikas. The back-
ground was painted in red and
yellowlike the cover of the CD.

The CD is a collection of
Ganasangeet. Some of the songs
have been written by Mahbubul
Alam Chowdhury,
Swagotalakshmi Dasgupta,
Shukanta Bhattacharya, Ahmad
Safa and Shalil Chowdhury. Born
in 1954, the artiste is a freedom
fighter and is well known as an
organiser of Kranti Artiste Organi-
sation.

A hero of Language Movement
,Mahbubul Alam Chowdhury

unveiled the CD and said, 'Some-
times we confuse Ganasangeet
with patriotic songs but the subtle
difference between the two is that
the singers and writers of
Ganasangeet have a commitment
towards the ordinary people,
commitment to take these songs to
the grassrootlevel.'

Eminent cultural personality
Kamal Lohani said, 'It is a happy
moment for us that a Ganasangeet
album is being released today. It is
very unfortunate that there is a big
scarcity of Ganasangeet albums in
our country because of economic
limitations and organisational
weaknesses.'

Among others Syed Moazzem
Hossain, Fakir Alamgir, Golum
Kuddus and the artiste himself
spoke on the occasion. After the CD
launching programme the artiste
performed many songs like
Ekhaney Jara Pran Diechhe,
Amader Nayan Modhye, Tomra

Mahbubul Haidar Mohon

Gonya Manya, Ami To Jiboner,
Shunechho Keuand others.

All programmes are in local time. The
Daily Star will not be responsible for
any change in the programme.
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NewsHeadline(Bangla) at 5:30 pm. 7:30 pm.
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