haka, Kathmandu
agree on common
river sharmg plan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka and Kathmandu agreed in
principle to formulate a common
strategy for sharing the water of
common rivers and also to initiate a
dialogue for drafting and signing a
free trade agreement (ITTA) to foster
bilateral economic relations.

The agreements were reached
afteraone-hourdiscussion between
the two heads of government, held
atthe Prime Minister's Office yester-
day. Visiting Nepalese Prime
Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa and
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia led their
respective sidesin the meeting,

Later, briefing newspersons on
the meeting, Foreign Secreiary
Shamsher Mobin Chowdhury said
the prime ministers discussed the
river-linking programmes of India
and were of the opinion that there
should be a tripartite approach,
involving Bangladesh, Nepal and
India, to resolve conflicts and issues
over share of common river waters.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

PHOTO: PID

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and her Nepalese counterpart Surya Bahadur
Thapa talk atthe Prime Minister's Office yesterday.
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AC I Nominated for the

“National Export Trophy"

for 4 consecutive years - 1998-99, 1999-2000, 2000-01 and 2001-2002

Heartiest Congratulations
to
Mr. Md. Nasiruddin
Managing Director, Pacific Jeans Ltd.
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Judiciary beyond
poor's reach: CJ

BSS, Dhaka "

Chief Justice KM Hasan yesterday
said the judiciary is easily accessible
to the rich but beyond the reach of
the poor.

‘Providing legal aid is notmerely.
a right to the poor but a moral obli-
gation of a welfare state,” he told a
workshop jointly organised by the
Ministry of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs and Canadian
Intermational Development Agency
(Cida). |

The chief justice said the poor are
deprived of the benefit of the legal
system due to their financial insol-
venoy, ignorance and backwardness.

Held at the Local Government
Engineering Department (LGED)
auditorium, the workshop was
presided over by Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Moudud Ahmed,

Among others, Law Secretary
Mohammad Asaduzzaman,
Director of Legal Aid Nasrin Begum,
Cida Resident Director James Baker
and Robert Beadle of the Canadian
High Commission also spoke.

Justice Hasan said the judiciary
will be in danger if legal aid could
not be ensured for the poor and
disadvantaged section of society.

He said the success of the legal

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Winter vegetables
doubly dearer

MONJUR MAHMUD

Winter vegetables are selling at
almost double the price in
Decemberlastyear.

Supply of seasonal vegetables
remains poor unlike previous win-
ters, pushing prices unusually high,
traders said.

Indian tomato is plentiful in the
markel and locally produced sweet
peais still notavailable while potato
isselling ata premiummte.

Officials of the Department of
Agricultural Marketing said heavy
rains in October damaged & lalge
portion of the crop fields. "The
farmers had' to prepare the land
again and sow the vegetables, which

delayed the arrival of winter vegeta-
bles this year," said a DAM official.

Accordingto anestimate, vegeta-
ble production will be at least 25 per
cent less than that of the last season
and the prices will remain high for
another few weeks, the official
mentioned.

Local tomato should have
flooded the market by this time but
its supply is still very poor. "Indian
tomatoissellingatTk40akgand the
smalllocal variety at Tk 32 and green
tomato at Tk 20 per kg," said a trader
at the Kanwan Bazar kitchen market
in the city yesterday, Tomato price
ranged between Tk 14 and Tk 16 per
kginDecemberlast year.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Pakistan ready to
drop referendum

demand on Kashmir

ReuUTERS/ BBC

Pakistan is ready to put aside its
demand for a referendum in the
disputed territory of Kashmir,
President Pervez Musharrafsaid.

Pakistan's 50:year position has
been that a referendum should
decide if the divided territory
become partof Pakistan or India.

The two nuclear powers have
fought two of their three wars over
Kashmir.

India has refused to comply with
United Nations resolutions calling
for a referendum to resolve the
dispute.

"We are for UN resolutions,’
President Musharraf said in an
interview with the Reuters news
agency.

"However, now we have left that
aside,

"If we want to resolve this issue,
both sides need to talk to each other

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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The Bangaldesh Business Award Ceremony 2 OO

the Night of the Who's Who will be held on

March 19, 2004[ honouring the Highest Achievers in

i the world of business.
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Acid attackers
slip thru' legal
loopholes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

NGO leaders yesterday accused
police of recording cases of acid
attacks under the Women and
Children Repression Prevention Act
for financial gains, as the act has
multiple loopholes for easy release
ofthe accused.

On-duty police officers tend to
bypass the Acid Control Act that
doesnot provide easy bails, the NGO
(non-governmental organisation)
leaders told a meeting in'an allega-
tion brushed aside by law enforcers,
whoattended thediscussion.

"Victims themselves file the first
information reports under the
Women and Children Repression
Prevention Act. We have nothing to
dowith that,"apolice officer said.

The meeting of National Acid
Control Committee at the home
ministry, with Home Minister Altal
Hossain Choudhury in the chair,
focussed on production, import,
transpiration, stock, sale, use and
misuse of acid and countervailing
measures, y

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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First US fatality
after Saddam's

capture

REUTERS, Baghdad

Iragi guerrillas killed a US soldier in
an ambush in Baghdad, the US
military said yesterday, as two assas-
sinations underlined fears that
internal political divisions could
eruptinto widespreadbloodletting.

The soldier's death on
Wednesday night was the first com-
bat fatality suffered by US troops
since news on Sundayof the capture
of ousted Iragi dictator Saddam
Hussein, and the 199th since
Washington declared major combat
overonMay1.

AUS spokeswoman said a soldier
from the 1st Armored Division died
in an ambush in the al-Karradah
neighborhood of Baghdad at 10:30
pam. (1930 GMT) on Wednesday.
Anothersoldier and anIragi transla-
torwere wounded.

US forces swept into the town of

Samarra for a second day to flush
out guerrillas from the so-called
Sunni triangle in northern and
central Iraq where Saddam had his
power base. 86 people have been
arrestedin the past48 hours:

Two brigades have encircled
Samarra, some 100 km (60 miles)
north of Baghdad, cutting it off from
the outside world while soldiers
from a third brigade make house-to-
house searches and scourshops and
junkyards.

US forces seized 200 AK-47
assault rifles and bomb-making
material and arrested five people
including an arms dealer, the US
military said inastatement.

American soldiers returned fire
at a car after coming under attack,
killing one person, the military
said. In a separate incident, US
troops opened fire on & car that was

SEE PAGE 11 COL B

and the return one.

Che Cighest Adhierers: 2000 2001, 2002

OBt Ferson of the Wb

Samson H. Chowdhuey, Chairman, Square Group, 2000
Ainisur Rahman Sinha, Chairman, Opeax Group, 2001
Syed Monzur Elahl, Chalrman, Apex. Group, 2002

Cllstmdmy W oman i OSuanass
Salina Akther, Prapriator, Aakor, 2000

Rahana Kashem, Proprietor, Saalrong Handicrafts & Fashion, 2001
Geeleara Safiya Choudhury, Chairman & Managing Director, Adcomm Lid., 2002

attopric o the Oyva

Concord Engineers & Construction Ltd,, 2000

Rahimatrooz (Bangladesh) Ltd,, 2000
Ofobi Ltd., 2001
Micro Eléctronics Lid., 2002

=St Ot (Stermmse afthe Oy

Grameenphone Lid,, 2002

.-"§}Jecial for leisure tra.velel"s._

GMG Airlines, the premium domestic

carrier offers a great Trial package for
leisure passengers. To enjoy this fabulous
offer, all you need to do is book a ticket 7
days before the journey and keep atleast
2 nights gap between the first journey

In return, GMG offers 30%-15%
discount and its world class senvices.

So what are you waiting for?

ABC House, 9th Floor, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani C/A, Dhaka -1213, Bangladesh
Tel:BB25845-9, Fax :8826115, e-mall : info@gmgairlinesicom

Dhaka - 8816077, B814236-7,9894142,7114155-7, 8127742, 8127372, 8915699, B920548
Chittagong - 655659-61, 723151, 718147, 633098, 631596, 740285-6

Jessore - 73280,73922, 73564,0171890071,0171820072, 0171296112

Sylhet - 721225,721227-9,720072.Khulna - 81 0881,732273,0171296110
samal 55510 55&3{:- 01?1890{3?4 Cm: snaur m 1559114

GMG TRIAL
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