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RECOMMENDATIONS

Victory Day Celebration

December 20-31

The inauguration of the exhibition
titted 'Muktijuddhey Shanskriti
karmi' at 5:00 pm. The display will

remain open till 31 December.

Anniversary
December 19

On the occasion of the Silver
Jubilee of the Bishwo Shahitto
Kendra, the institute will arrange a
day-long assembly from 9 am to 10
pm on Friday at the Kendra

premises.
Exhibition
December 13-20

A photo exhibition titled Britto,
images of map photographers, is
going on at La-Galerie (54 Kemal
Attarturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka).
The exhibition is open for all from

10amto 8pm everyday.

Photography Exhibition

December 19-31

The Alliance Francaise has
organised a photography exhibition

titled

'Intimate dairies of Twin

Nationalities' by Anwar Hossain
starting from December 19 at 6:00
pm. The display will remain open for

allfrom 5 pmto 9 pm everyday.

Group Exhibition
December 16-21

The inauguration of the five young
artists named Sohel, Roni, Lipi,
Mahadi and Lisa will be held at the
Zainul Gallery 2, Institute of Fine
Arts on December 16 at 10 am. The
show will remain open for all from 2

pmto 8 pmeveryday.

Hayao Miyazaki

Retrospective
December17-18

Zahir Rayhan Film Society has
arranged a two-day-long Hayao
Miyazaki retrospective at the
German Cultural Centre (Road no
9, Dhanmondi). The schedule is as

following:
December 18

3:00 Kiki's Delivery Service
5:00 Princess Mononoke

7:00 Spirited Away

Exhibition
December 13-18

The Embassy of Islamic Republic of
Iran and Bangladesh Shishu

Academy jointly organised

an

exhibition of childrens painting to
celebrate the Bangladesh Iran
children friendship week at the
academy art gallery. The display
will remain open for all from 10 am

to 5 pmeveryday.

Painting Exhibition

December 12-22

A painting exhibition of artist Abdul
Mugtadir is going on at the Gallery
Chitrak from 10 am to 8 pm

everyday.

Art and Craft Exhibition

December 19-26

Shilpangan has arranged a 8-day-
long art and craft exhibition in
association with the Craft Deptt of
the Institute of Fine Arts. The show
will remain open for all from 10 am

to 9 pmeveryday.
Theatre Lab

December 18

To conduct different experiments
on drama, People's Theatre
Association and Lok Natyadal has
established a Theatre Lab at House
no. 59, Road no. 7B, Block H,
Banani. The experiment of this
studio theatre will start with the
drama adapted from Mymensingh
Gitika Shonai Madhob directed by
Liakat Ali Lucky, a production of Lok

Jubilation under the star-lit sky

Victory Day observed

FAYzA HAQ

s part of the four day-long

victory day celebration,

Shammilito Sangskritik
Jote organised programmes at six
different stages at Shaheed Minar,
Dhanmondi, Institute of Fine Arts(
Bakul Tala) and Dhaka University
campus. It included a day long
programme at the Rabindra
Sharobar Stage (the amphitheatre
by the Dhanmondi Lake), reminis-
cence of the Liberation War, group
songs, group dance, recitation by
groups like Abritti Angan,
Swarabritto and Srote. A solo
musical session, Baul songs,
Street drama by Aboyob Natya
Dal and Nagorik Natya Ensemble
and Jatra by Desh Opera was also
held atdifferentvenues.

Earlier the programme was inau-
gurated by Ajit Ray, a veteran
artiste of the Shwadhin Bangla
Betar Kendra at the Central
Shaheed Minar. Professor
Anisuzzaman, Ramendu
Majumdar, Asaduzzaman Noor,
Golam Kuddus and Nasiruddin
Yussuf spoke on the occation.
Artistes of Udichi Shilpi Gosthi,
Kranti, Hrishij and Padatik Sangeet
Sangsaad rendered the national
anthemand the inaugural song.

Singing, dancing, poetry recitation
and a play under the star-lit sky: a
variety of celebration for Victory
Day was held on the 14th at the

Dhanmandi amphitheatre. The
stage was bright wth coloured
festoons and was lit up with lights,
while the surrounding eight tiers
of cement seats was crowded with
hundreds of viewers. They came
from all walks of life, and included
children in jeans and skirts along
with their sari-clad mothers, stu-
dents, cultural activists in sleeve-
less "koaties" or "chadars", and the
average run of the mill passers-by,
who had settled down for a good
measure of the free entertainment
on that early winter evening. Pack-
ets of peanuts were being con-
sumed along with tea from flasks
from teen-aged vendors, as the
viewers settled in for viewing from
4.30 p.m. t08.30 p.m. and beyond.

Nargis Chowdhury and her young
group from Paddatik Sangeet
Sangsad sang "Mora shotter pore
mon" from Tagore and "Aaj stristir
shokhey ullahse" from Nazrul. The
singers included Farzana, Sharnali,
Sadia, Nilmoni, Netrangan,Orun
and Shagor. They had the accompa-
niment of the harmonium by Nargis
as she led the singing, "tabla" by
Gautam and flute by Jahangir. "Our
group,” explained Nargis, "is mainly
a theatre group and the singing is an
extension of that as singing is often
required in plays too. We go in for
recitation and dancing too in
Paddatik.

Talking to Mashrukur Rahman
Tito, the leader of "Shorokolpona

Abriti Chakra" that usually gathers

Baul songs presented by Rukhsana Akhtar and her group.
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Ajit Ray, a veteran artiste of the Shwadhin Bangla Betar Kendra inaugurated
the Victory Day celebration atthe Central Shaheed Minar.

together at the TSE, DU, one learnt
that out of the 80 regular members,
20 had gathered there that evening;
the group included Naz, Jhuma,
Lipi, Sibo, Shikha, Pardip, Adnan,
Monir, Safayet etc. "The script was
written by Mustafiz Rippon. Some
of us are students while others are
working. We meet on Fridays and
Saturdays at the TSE. We have
come together on this occasion to
denounce the evil Al-Badar and
Al-Shams who had tortured our
innocent people. The script is
taken from the writings of various
poets. We are also protesting
against the wrong doings in the
present political scenario and what
has gone by in the last three de-
cades.

The evening rounded up with
the 50 minutes Patha-natak (play)
"No Man's Land,", performed by
"Prachcha Natt," written by Rahul
Anand and directed by Saiful
Islam. The piece was a criticism of
nationalism through wit and hu-
mour. The play also dealt with
social problems too such as that of
the sex-workers who are not neces-
sarily heartless and greedy. The
characters, eight in all, included
ones representing the police, army,
bureaucrats in power, a thief, two
servants and a dog. Farzana Kabir
Khan Snikdha, who played the role
of a gaily painted up sex-worker,
with paste jewelley and brightly

painted cheeks and lips, said, "We
chose this play as it presented both
global and national complexities
and problems."

Rahul Ananda, said, "We often
fail to realize that we're a part of the
vast world, which itself is a part of
the entire universe, soimmersed are
we in our selfish existence. This
division into nations is not alto-
gether purposeful when it involves
the loss of thousands of lives over
the years tracing history over centu-
ries. The play involves meaningless
tussle over property and posses-
sions."

In the play, Jahangir Alam
played the role of the officer,
Debashish Talukdar was the thief,
Shahriyar Ferdous took the part of
the police officer, while Shahriyar
Shaon was one of the house-helps.
The actresses included Rubiya
Manzoor, Rumana Akhter and
Farzana Snikdha. The young per-
formers, who were mostly students,
had practiced for the play at Dilu
Road, Magbazar, giving time every
day for week. "It's our passion and
obsession and not a profession and
so we didn't mind acting out our
roles till late into the night," re-
counted Snigdha.

Selim SH Chowdhury was the
convenor of the Rabindra Sharobar
Stage of the Victory Day
programme.

Losing the orchard
Anton Chekhov's The Cherry Orchard adapted

by SM Solaiman's theatre group

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

HEATRE Art Unit, the thea-

tre group founded by the

Late SM Solaiman, has
come up with its new production
Trinoparney Shalmanjori. Adapted
from the world famous Russian
dramatist Anton Chekhov's most
brilliant piece The Cherry Orchard,
the play had its maiden show at the
Mahila Samity auditorium on
December 7. The drama is the
ninth production of the group's 11-
year career, and the first one ever
since the sad demise of the group's
helmsman SM Solaiman.

Solaiman, Theatre Art Unit came to
face a very basic problem--that of
choosing a script. Previously it
used to be Solaiman who guided
the group from selecting scripts
through staging the plays. It took
the group about three years to opt
for Chekhov's The Cherry Orchard.
With the adaptation by Saidus
Saklayen, theatre personality and
director of Centre for Asian Theatre
(CAT), Kamaluddin Nilu gave the
direction of the play. The Bangla
name of the play, Trinoparney
Shatmanjori has been given by the
celebrated poet Samudra Gupta.

caused by some uncontrolled
vices--extravagance, idleness and
lack of foresight, reflected in the
two siblings of the family--Rani
Sultana and the junior Nawab
Abdul Gafur.

The play starts with Rani's
return from France where she went
after the death of her youngest son
five years ago. Extravagant by
nature, Rani has an umbilical bond
with the century-old Nawab-
palace and its adjacent orchard of
Shal trees. Rani's younger brother
Abdul Gafur lives life idly and
imprudently indulging in playing

the palace's caretaker, contribute
to the gradual loss of the family's
glory. The ancestral Shal-orchard
is auctioned as the Nawabs fail to
repay the mortgage.

The different characters in the
play are portrayed by Rokeya Rafiq
Baby, Mohammad Bari, Chandan
Reza, Prashanta Halder, Smriti
Sarker, Fouzia Karim, Syed Alok
and others.

Partially funded by the Cultural
Ministry of Bangladesh govern-
ment, the show was dedicated to

The Baily Star

8th Short and Independent Film Festival Dhaka, 2003

HARUN UR RASHID

HAKA will be witnessing
the 8th edition of the
festival of short films.
Bangladesh Short Film
Forum is inaugurating the nine-
day long festival from today at the
Shawkat Osman Auditorium of the
Public Library. Films will be
screened and seminars will be held
on this occasion also at the
National Museum and the Goethe

Ray Film Institute of India.

Another notable event of the
festival is the 5th Alamgir Kabir
memorial speech. Indian filmmak-
er Arun Khopkar will present the
speech on Role of National Films in
Globalisation. At the national
seminar, filmmaker Manjare Hasin
Murad will present essay on Alter-
native Films at Present.

The festival will have a new
section named Independent
Shorts in which maximum 5-

India, Malaipozhuthu

Institut.

With 'Independent Film Inde-
pendent Expression' as the slogan
of the event, this year's festival is
dedicated to the memories of
Tareq Shahriar, the recently
deceased President of the Forum,
and filmmakers Sheikh Niyamat Ali
and Salauddin who also died

UK, A Love Supreme

recently. Sessions on these person-
alities will feature their films. This
year's event will feature screening
of short films, documentaries,
experimental films and animation
films. Besides, a few special ses-
sions will show films from Ger-
many, Iran, Portugal, Philippines
and those selected by the Satyajit

Ireland, Strangers in the night

minute lon§ films made by
Bangladeshi filmmakers on any
format except VHS will be
screened. In this competitive
section, awards, sponsored by
Singer, will be given for the Best
Film and the Special Mention Film.
A Tareq Shahriar Best Audience
Award will also be given to a film for
which the audience's votes will act

Germany, Schneeweiss

as the key factor. Moreover, one
filmmaker of the country will be
given a lifetime achievement
award in the name of Hiralal Sen,
the first filmmaker of the subconti-
nent.

This year's festival will also
feature screening of films made in

video format. Plays made for the
television, however, are not eligible
for this category.

A daylong Women's Session will
mark screening of films made b
women and also those dealing witf\ll
women's issues.

Atotal of 30 countries will partic-
ipate in the festival with 110 films
rom abroad and 30 from the host
Bangladesh. Participatin§ coun-
tries include Germany, Ireland, the

Netherlands, France, the USA,

Australia, The Shot

England, Spain, Russia, India,
Pakistan, Iran, Bulgaria, Turkey,
Finland, Hungary, Austria, Leba-
non, Australia, Canada, Cambodia,
Philippine, Portugal and Iraq
(Kurdistan).

Bangladesh Short Film Forum,
founded in 1986, has been holding
this festival biannually since 1988. A

Brazil, Dada

committee has been formed on the
occasion of this year's festival.
Eminent litterateur Hasnat Abdul
Hye is acting as the Chairman of the
committee, while veteran journalist
Obayed-ul-Haque is the Chairman
of the National Advisory Board.
Aminul Islam is the Director of the
festival.

Kkusum leaps 18 years ahead, taking a new turn in life

SAAD BIN FAZLE HAMMADI

serials in India and Bangladesh as well. It is not

just the usual story of a Saas and Bahu (mother in-
law and daughter in- law) but the story of a girl and her
struggles in life. Life does not treat everybody in the
same way, but self confidence, motivation and cour-
age can take one to the highest level of success.
Kkusum is the woman of today who strives for her

I NDIA'S daily soap Kkusum is one of the popular

success by not giving up.

Ek Aam Ladki Ki Khaas Kahani- Kkusum is the story
of a simple middle class girl from a Mahara-shtrian
family who gradually transforms into a woman of
strength and integrity through various trials and tribu-
lations of her life. In spite of all her struggles she pur-
sues her education to move on. She becomes a inde-
pendent woman and builds up her own career. Sheisa
great support to her family when they are in financial
crisis. Her qualification and self-confidence leads her

tosuccess.

Kkusum's troubled marriage ends in a divorce. After
breaking up with Abhay she wants to live a single life
and takes her debacle as a challenge to move ahead.
With the appearance of Siddhart, happiness knocks at
the door. .Kkusum marries Sidhharth in search of
solace and happiness but life takes yet another cruel
turn when she loses Sidhharth in a fatal accident.
Distraught and lonely, Kkusum finds comfort in the
true friendship offered by Abhay and they are once

againunited.

Abhay and Kkusum's re-union brings happiness to

Nausheen Ali Sardar in the role of Kkusum

comes to an end with the shocking news that she can
never be a mother again. After the miscarriage,
Kkusum decides to find a surrogate mother, Mabhi, to
give birth to Abhay's child. With the appearance of
Mahi, misunderstanding takes place between Abhay
and Kkusum. She leaves her family and goes far away.
Miraculously Kkusum discovers that she is pregnant
again but she decides to take care of her daughter,
Kumud, all by herself.

In thefilm, marriage is not the main focus. The story

unfolds the life of a women who selflessly spreads
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