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Raul, the Real Madrid ace, is ecstatic after scoring the winner against Deportivo la Coruna at the Santiago Bernabeu

stadium in Madrid on December 14.

Primera Liga

Obscene
Beckham!

AFP, Madrid

Deportivo's Argentine winger
Lionel Scaloni accused David
Beckham of making an obscene
gesture at him towards the end of
Real Madrid's 2-1 win over the
visitors on Sunday.

The England captain and
Scaloni tangled in the dying sec-
onds of the match with Beckham
appearing to kick his opponent's
heels from therear.

Both men ended on the floor
and Scaloni tried to hit and stamp
on Beckham while being restrained
byReal'sRoberto Carlos.

"After that Beckham offered to
shake my hand but I refused it
because it was a false gesture," the
former Argentine under-20 interna-
tional said.

"At that moment, when he was
walking away, he touched his geni-
tals," added Scaloni, using more
diplomatic language than he had
appeared to use on the pitch.

Scaloni then appeared to con-
front Beckham after the whistle, and
pushing and shoving then ensued
between the pair before they were
ushered into the dressingrooms.

"It was because of this (gesture)
that I went after him after the end of
thegame," explained Scaloni.

Deportivo midfielder Aldo
Duscher also jumped into the fray to
lay his hands on Beckham after the
game.

Whether Duscher, who is also
Argentine, was trying to tell Beckham
tobackoffor whetherhewasbacking
up his compatriot, remains unre-
solved.

However, the appearence of
Duscher in the melee added, if not a

Premiership

Bergkamp's timely magic

m Football

AFP, London

Arsenal rounded off a successful
week by returning to the top of the
English Premiership after Dennis
Bergkamp's first-half goal proved
enough to beat Blackburn on
Sunday.

The 1-0 win at Highbury lifted
Arsene Wenger's side a point clear
of champions Manchester United
and two ahead of Chelsea who
slumped to a shock 2-1 home
defeat to gutsy Bolton on Saturday.

Arsenal's victory came four days
after they beat Lokomotiv Moscow
to reach the last 16 of the
Champions League.

They could could have added to
their lead by half time when Robert
Pires hit a post but they eventually
needed a series of saves from
goalkeeper Jens Lehmann to pre-
serve their advantage.

Markus Babbel had the ball in
the net for Blackburn after the
break but his effort was controver-
sially disallowed by referee Andy
D'Urso after the German was
deemed to have climbed on Kolo
Toure.

Blackburn boss Graeme
Souness said Arsenal had reaped
the benefitofhome advantage.

"I can see how it has been disal-
lowed but it's a question of how
you see it," Souness said. "If that
had been at the North Bank,
Stretford End or Kop for the home
side, it mighthave stood.

Campbell failed to cut out Lucas
Neill's volleyed cross and Dwight
Yorke clipped his shot narrowly
wide from 12 yards.

Arsenal wentahead when Toure
pushed the ball past Vratislav
Gresko before cutting back to
Bergkamp, who stabbed his shot
inside the near post.

Pires was unlucky to see his
curling shot beat Brad Friedel but
notthe post.

In the second half Blackburn

' TOP SCORERS

Leading scorers in the English
Premiership after weekend's matches:

15goals - Alan Shearer (Newcastle)
12 - Ruud van Nistelrooy (Manchester
United)

10 - Thierry Henry (Arsenal), Louis Saha
(Fulham)

8 - Nicolas Anelka (Manchester City),
Michael Owen (Liverpool)

7 - Frederic Kanoute (Tottenham),
James Beattie (Southampton)

6 - Mikael Forssell (Birmingham), Jimmy
Floyd Hasselbaink (Chelsea), Hernan
Crespo (Chelsea), Teddy Sheringham
(Portsmouth)

5 - Robbie Keane (Tottenham), Kevin
Davies (Bolton), Harry Kewell
(Liverpool), Les Ferdinand (Leicester),
Alan Smith (Leeds), Robert Pires
(Arsenal), Andy Cole (Blackburn), Luis
Boa Morte (Fulham), Steve Watson
(Everton)

showed renewed purpose typified
by Babbel's disallowed effort and

bid by Chelsea which Arsenal said
they had rejected - missed two
chances to kill the game but the
Gunners did enough to remain
unbeaten.

At the other end of the table on
Sunday, struggling Leeds threw
away a two-goal lead before beat-
ing Fulham 3-2 to make it seven
priceless points from their last
three matches.

Goals either side of half-time
from Michael Duberry and
Australia's Mark Viduka looked to
have left Leeds well on the way to
only their fourth league win of the
season.

But high-flying Fulham hit back
through two goals from French
striker Louis Saha, the second
comingin the 86th minute.

Leeds to grabbed a dramatic
winner with two minutes remain-
ing when their captain Dominic
Matteo scored withaheader.

Leeds are still second from
bottom in the table but just a point
away from Leicester who are cur-
rently outside the relegation zone
on goal difference alone. Fulham
remained fourth.

Juan-Pablo Angel's scored twice
- his first Premiership goals since
October - to inspire Aston Villato a
crucial 3-2 victory over bottom
club Wolves. Villa coach David
O'Learywasleftunderwhelmed.

English Premiership table after Sunday's
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals
for, goals against, points):

Houllier
spoiling
Liverpool?

AFP, London

Wo of Liverpool's greatest former
players believe Gerard Houllier has
wasted money on assembling a
squad that is not up to the stan-
dards once set by the four-time
European champions.

Tommy Smith and Ian St John,
team-mates in the Bill Shankly era,
spoke out after Southampton
inflicted Liverpool's sixth defeat in
16 games this season.

Smith told BBC Radio: "This is
Liverpool, not just an ordinary
team. It is the history of what is on
Merseyside and this team are just
notgood enough.

"The squad is not good enough.
We have some really good players,
but when we have one or two inju-
ries we cannot cope.

"We get beaten at home by the
likes of Southampton and Bolton.
And we cannot scuff a win at
Newcastle. Something is drasti-
callywrong.

"Houllier spent 20 million
pounds on El Hadji Diouf, Salif
Diao and Bruno Cheyrou and they
have not got the ability to play in
our side, especially in the
Premiership."

However Smith thinks it would
bewrong to remove the manager.

"There has been a lot of disap-
pointments over the last couple of
years, but if you look at the big
picture and what the guy has done,
Houllier has put Liverpool back on
the map.

"But he has made a rod for his
own back by winning early in his
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Real Madrid's apparent quest to
lure the cream of world football to
the club was kicked into touch
Sunday when Arsenal sent a clear
message to any interested parties
that Thierry Henryis notfor sale.

But with the likes of Ronaldo
and Zinedine Zidane - who along
with Henry are contending FIFA's
player of the year award - ably
assisting their bid to retain the
Spanish league title, Real may not
even need the prolific Frenchman,
who has been the subject of a
reported 40 million pound (70
million dollar) bid from Chelsea.

On Sunday Ronaldo was one
half of Real's stellar strike force, the
other being Raul Gonzalez, who
scored a goal apiece to ensure they
stay top of the Liga after an enter-
taining 2-1 win over Deportivo la
Coruna.

Raul maintained Real's perfect
home record in the league this
season with the winner five min-
utes from time.

"The work of Raul was very
important for us. Today we saw a
fantastic Raul, and when he's on
form he's almost certain to score,"
said Real coach Carlos Queiroz.

"In the first half, we played

witha perfect finish.

The Galican visitors then looked
set for a share of the points until
Raul'slate strike.

Apart from Raul, Deportivo
goalkeeper Francisco Molina had
good claims to be the unofficial
'Man of the Match'.

The former Spanish interna-
tional was not to blame for Real's
two goals and produced an out-
standing display, including a
point-blank save from Oscar
Minambres in injury time, to press
his claims for a recall ahead of the
Euro 2004 finals.

—
_TOP SCORERS
-
Leading scorers in the Spanish league
afterthe weekend's matches:

13-Ronaldo (Real Madrid)

9 - Fernando Torres (Atletico Madrid),
Salva Ballesta (Malaga)

8 - Mista Ferrer (Valencia), Samuel Eto'o
(Real Mallorca)

7 - Raul Gonzalez (Real Madrid), Walter
Pandiani (Deportivo La Coruna)

6 - Sonny Anderson (Villarreal), Rodolfo
Bodipo (Racing Santander), Dario Silva
(Sevilla), Ariza Makukula (Valladolid),
Savo Milosevic (Celta Vigo), David Villa
(Real Zaragoza)

Valencia coach Rafa Benitez.

Osasuna continued their
impressive start to the season with
a 0-0 away draw at Racing
Santander to consolidate fourth
place.

Pierre Webo looked to have got
the late winner for Osasuna with a
spectacular overhead shot just
before the whistle but it was disal-
lowed for apparent dangerous
play.

However, the Pamplona-based
side may yet be awarded the win as
Racing had four non-European
Union players on the pitch for two
minutes.

The Spanish football federation
has historically taken a tough
stance on such infractions and on
two similar occasions in the last
decade the offending side has
forfeited the game.

At the other end of the table,
Albacete eased their relegation
fears with their first away win of the
season, winning 1-0 at fellow
strugglers Real Zaragoza.

Mikel Aguirre got the only goal
of the game after Zaragoza keeper
Raul Valbeuna had fumbled an
attempt to gather in a Libero Parri
freekick.

Real Mallorca's five-game
winning streak came to an end at

Manchester United player.

The injury, which thanks to an
avid English press led to most people
discovering what a metatarsal bone
was for the first time, almost caused
Beckham to miss last year's World
Cup and he was still far from fully fit
during England's gamesinJapan.

Matthaeus
takes over

Hungary

AFP, Berlin

New coach Lothar Matthaeus
believes he can end Hungary's 20-
year exile from World Cup actionand
lead the country to the 2006 finals in
Germany.

Matthaues, who garnered a
record 150 caps for the German
nationalside, quithis postat Partizan
Belgrade to succeed Imre Gellei as
Hungary boss on Sunday and now
has his radar fixed on returning to his
homeland inJune2006.
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Arsenal's French international playmaker Robert Pires (R) is sent flying by a challenge from Craig Short of Blackburn

Rovers at Highbury on December 14.

window opens in January we have
to buy three or four players.

"Some of the players at
Liverpooljustshould notbethere."

St John however wants the
Frenchman to go.

He said: "He came with a five-
year plan, that five years is up and
we are no nearer winning the
championship, never mind getting
back to European champions
status.

"He has had a go at it, failed to
do it and I think he has to stand
aside and let someone else take
over.

"This is not something that has
just happened today or yesterday.
This is something that has been on
the boil for two seasons. Last sea-
son we had a disastrous run of
results, shocking.

"But it is also the quality of the
football being played. We went
from a very defensive, boring team
to this season when we have
opened up.

"We are now attacking and that
is great, Harry Kewell was signed
and that is great. But we have got
bad defendersnow."
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