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Martyred intellectuals

The glory of their supreme sacrifice
can never fade

HE tragedy struck when victory was in sight-- the
cohorts of the Pakistani occupation army sensed
theimpeding defeat and decided to liquidate the
men who could have rendered invaluable service to the
newly liberated nation. The killings of the intellectuals
on December 14, 1971 were a manifestation of a beastly
appetite for revenge on the part of the razakars, who
were lending a helping hand to the occupation forces.
The killers have rightly been identified as the most
despicable beings on earth.
The plan of the occupation army and its supporters
was to orphan the nation which would certainly need

be defeated.

martyred intellectuals.

landscape.

political will.

visionwork.

the sagacity and wisdom of its worthy sons to move
ahead in the early days of its independence. But what
they overlooked is that the teachings and ideals of the
intellectuals, who dreamt of an independent
Bangladesh, could not be destroyed by the assassins'
bullets. The martyred intellectuals have a permanent
place in the hearts and minds of people of this country.
The lesson to be learned from the day is that men of
character, wisdom and commitment to society cannot

December 14 rekindles the memories of the martyrs
and also reminds us of the unfinished job of building a
happy and prosperous nation that they cherished so
ardently as teachers, academicians, doctors, writers
and, above all, true patriots.

The best way to pay tributes to the martyrs is to
remove the social discrepancies and discriminations
which amount to violation of people's rights. The need
for having men like the one we lost on that dreadful
night cannot be overemphasized, not least because we
are passing through a crisis emanating, by and large,
from degeneration in almost every sphere of our
national life. However, we can still overcome the
difficulties by remaining faithful to the teachings of the

It is time we took a stroll down memory lane and ask
ourselves what we have done to honour the supreme
sacrifice that they made for the nation. Our
commitmentin thisrespect must go beyond observinga
daydevoted to the souls of the martyrs

IT courses from 2005
Aworthwhileinitiative

PEAKING at the World Summit on Information

Society Thursday, PM Khaleda Zia announced

thatITisto beintroduced as a mainstream subject
atsecondary and higher secondary levels in Bangladesh
from 2005. We would like to applaud the government's
recognition of the need for widespread IT education and
sincerely hope that thisinitiative is fullyimplemented.

There can be no doubt that bridging the digital divide
is key to Bangladesh's continued economic and social
development. In the past decade of democracy we have
made some notable advances in education and
providing access to economic opportunity, but if we do
not move quickly to provide mass IT education and
access, we are in danger of falling behind again. Inthese
rapidly changing times, the ability to continue to grow
and advance is dependent on being able to master,
navigate and take advantage of the new technological

There is often a gap between policy initiatives and
their implementation. Sometimes this has been owing
to lack of political will to follow through on pledges and
sometimes this is merely a reflection of the scarcity of
resources that our political leaders have at hand to see
their good ideas through to fruition.

The PM has correctly identified a key area for her
government to focus on. Now comes the time for the
government to make the investment of financial
resources, time and energy necessary to effectuate her
IT policy initiative. This means, among other things,
building network infrastructure, creating the
environment necessary for the industry to flourish, and
lowering the cost of computers, power and access to
communications systems.

Enacting IT education at the secondary and higher
secondary level will require enormous resources and
For a developing country where
increasing access to even basic education strains the
government's resources, it may sound like a tall ask. But
with the PM's commitment there should be enough
political will and garnering of resources to make her

TO THE EDITOR
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Impossible dreams?

KazI ANWARUL MASUD

NCREASINGLY our societal

attitude is becoming fatalistic

as if our fate has already been

predetermined and our capac-
ity to effect changes has become
finite. Unfettered demonic forces
let loose upon a hapless people
have brought back brutish
Hobbesian state of nature where
muscle reigns and money entraps
truth in a genie bottle where it is
muted, a silent chronicler of
Banskhali incidents -- life reduced
to ashes where we are asked to
believe that the dacoits set the
house ablaze without looting any
of the valuables. People in author-
ity are at pains to explain, even
before investigation had started,
that the victims being Hindus was
coincidental. They could very well
be right. But had such assertion
been made after thorough investi-
gation then it could have been
credible. But then Bangladeshis
have seen many judicial/official
enquiries being instituted the
reports of which had rarely seen
thelight of the day.

One is baffled at this continuous
hide and seek game being played
upon the people by the govern-
ment. When Lord Hutton started
his enquiry into the alleged suicide
of Dr. David Kelly (in which Tony
Blair and Jack Straw had to appear)
the progress of the enquiry had
been telecast on a continuing
basis. Now Lord Hutton is report-
edly writing his report and has
refused to give an advance copy to
the Prime Minister. One may ad-
vance the argument that it took the
West hundreds of years to reach
this state of openness and trans-
parency. But such arguments are
fallacious ab initio because if we
have no hesitation in taking advan-
tage of the material advancement
of the Western civilisation then
why should we argue that liberty is
an exogenous concept for us and
our society should be excused for
its normative disorder. Such fragile
arguments trying to stretch the
meaning of words beyond the
realm of credulity, such
confutative attempt to befool a
percipient public can only invite
comments such as those by EU
Commissioner Chris Patten who
expressed European concern over
deteriorating law and order "as
illustrated by endemic criminality
and the inability of the police to
respond in an appropriate manner.
The nexus between the police,

criminals and certain politicians is
particularly worrying".

These days conscience appears
to have gone on a holiday. We have
forgotten to be outraged .Our faith
in the institutions, indispensable
for a democratic dispensation, is
dwindling. People listen to politi-
cians with such skepticism that
affirms their belief that promises
are meant to be broken. Enslaving
politicisation of different branches
of society, without a dash of contri-
tion, is being done with impenitent
and ferocious speed. The task
becomes easier and cheaper be-
cause black money can buy muscle
power of millions of young people
joining every year the vast multi-
tude of the unemployed. Increas-
ingly petty crimes are being gradu-
ated to bestiality. Ordinary conver-
sation is getting coarser, devoid of
civility, which should be the right of
every civilized society.

declare Islam as the state religion.
Most of the people are devout
Muslims. Communal disharmony
hasbeenrare. Yetinstead of resting
on past laurels it may be advisable
to ascertain whether there has
been an increase of Islamic funda-
mentalism in the country. The
recent demand, albeit by a small
number of people, to declare the
Ahmadyyas as non-Muslims is not
a good sign. Attempts to rouse
communal feelings on this pretext
should be arrested. The core issue
whether the Ahmadyyas are Mus-
lims or not should be left to divinity
to make a final determination.
Bangladesh government has taken
a prudent step in refusing the
demand of the religious bigot to
declare the Ahmadyyas as non-
Muslims and by allowing them to
practice their religion. But the
violence perpetrated on the minor-
ity community immediately after

Al

and confrontation does not. These
days any foreigner holding
Shengen visa can visit several
European countries with the same
visa while Europeans travel from
one country to others without any
difficulty. These days EU is debat-
ing the possibility of having a
European Constitution for its
twenty-five members. One may
argue that it took Europe many
years to graduate from European
Coal and Steel Community to
becoming a European Union and
that but for the end of the Cold War
additional ten members of the EU
would not have been possible. But
then the partition of India is also
more than fifty years old and the
fundamental(not cosmetic) rela-
tions of the two major powers of
South Asia are still mired in antago-
nism the basic difference being
rooted in religion with consequent
effects on other South Asian coun-

In today's changed world after
the events of nine-eleven one can
not but be cautious about the
possible resurgence of Islamic
fundamentalism in Bangladesh
which would attempt "to create a
true Islamic society, not simply by
imposing the sharia, but by estab-
lishing first an Islamic state
through political action"( Neo-
Fundamentalism -- Oliver Roy).
Such attempts would be
conflictual with the practice of
Islam which Muslim Bangladeshis
are enjoined by their religion to do.
Though US State Department's
International Religious Freedom
Report 2002 observed that " reli-
gious minorities are disadvantaged
in access to job in the government
or the military and in political
office" and that the police often are
slow to assist the minorities who
become victims of violence, yet
the State Department's Human

s

From an optimist's point of view one would hope that polilt\ical leaders voted to power would devote their energy to

servicing the people instead of servicing their own and take a long term view of national-interest projects regardless
of the fact who will be in power when the projects draw to their conclusion. Traumatic birth of Bangladesh fuelled by
inexorable will of the people to be free must be allowed to bloom in the globalised future of peace and prosperity.

Since the art of politics is to
capture power politicians may not
be averse to exploiting religion for
political ends. In the light of the
terrorist attacks on New York and
Washington on nine-eleven, co-
sharing of power with any funda-
mentalist Islamic party is pregnant
with ominous and dreadful possi-
bilities. However ill-conceived and
grotesque Osamabin Laden's jihad
against Western "moral debase-
ment" and mono-centric policy
had been, there is no denying the
fact that bin Laden's brand of
"transnational Islamism" could
articulate Muslim frustration far
better than the pro-West Muslim
countries could do. Last month
Indian Deputy Prime Minister
L.K.Advani voiced serious concern
over the activities of Pakistani
intelligence service and Al-Qaida
in Bangladesh trying to destabilise
the North Eastern part of India.
Predictably Bangladesh rejected
the allegations and pointed out
that such accusations cannot but
arrest the growth of good neigh-
bourly relations between the two
countries.

Bangladesh is a predominantly
Muslim country. The country's
constitution was amended to

the parliamentary elections ex-
plained as a result of "power vac-
uum" at that time has not helped
Bangladesh's image abroad as a
tolerant Muslim country.

It is well known that intra-state
and inter-state migration of people
takes place mainly due to poverty.
If lack of physical security is added
to poverty then the possibility of
inter-state migration increases
manifold. India has been alleging
illegal presence of Bangladeshis in
India for quite sometime as "eco-
nomic migrants". Recently West
Bengal Chief Minister alleged that
more than one million
Bangladeshis who had entered
India legally had not returned
home. Bangladesh government
has naturally denied the existence
of illegal presence of Bangladeshis
in India. But given the porosity of
Indo-Bangladeshi border and its
length this issue, if it is an issue at
all, should not be allowed to fester
and should be resolved once and
forall.

Any one who has lived in the
European Union countries for any
length of time and is familiar with
European history cannot but be
convinced that cooperation pays

tries.

The style of politics in Bangla-
desh, regardless of whichever party
remains in power or in opposition,
is essentially confrontational. The
party in power uses state machin-
erytosettle old scores of indignities
inflicted upon it when it was in the
opposition. The opposition re-
peats similar cycle of violence
when it is voted to power. In this
repeated score settling game the
electorate gets the short shrift.
What is worrying is the ferocity
displayed by the government in
"crushing" oppositional politics
forgetting the fact that the opposi-
tion has a legitimate and constitu-
tional right to criticise the govern-
ment both within and outside the
parliament. Unparliamentary
language reportedly used by some
members when parliament is in
session, baring the personal life of
political leaders is not only deplor-
able but may give rise to suspicion
that such deliberate ploy is being
used to keep the opposition out of
parliament. Another worrying
factor is the co-sharing of power
with religious fundamentalists
who were opposed to the inde-
pendence movement.

Rights and Democracy Record
2002-03 for South Asia has termed
Bangladesh as a "moderate Mus-
lim nation". Lest we forget in an
unwitting passage to fascism we
should remember that "religions
have too often been used to justify
the violation of human rights, in
part through the hierarchical and
selective use of the role of ethics
and postponement of temporal
justice to divine judgment or Kar-
mic consequences. Yet the world
religions have also proved a con-
stant voice of critique against
violation of humanrights by calling
for equality and universal compas-
sion and love, calls which reach far
beyond the mere protection of
human rights'(Human Rights and
Responsibilities in World Religions
2003).

Perhaps, one of the great diffi-
culties faced by our politicians is to
learn to rely on the people instead
of on money and muscle and to
accept defeat at the polls with good
grace. After all in a democratic
election for one to win some others
have to lose. In neighbouring West
Bengal CPM is in power for more
than a quarter century not because
of money and muscle but because
they have been able to deliver

political goods e.g.health, educa-
tion, infrastructural developments
and a myriad of wants of the elec-
torate which have endeared them
to the people. Chief Minister
Buddhadev Bhattacharya lives a
middle class life in an apartment
andnotin an opulent palace. In the
recently held state elections in
India Congress Party has been
thrown out of power in Madhya
Pradesh, Chattishgarh, and
Rajasthan presumably because of
the failure of the Congress govern-
ments to deliver political goods to
the people combined with anti-
incumbency factor. In Delhi Sheila
Dixit's convincing win has lent
courage to the Congress camp. The
four Indian states have shown
anew howdemocracy can workina
country whose developmental
indicators are comparable to ours;
whose social developments are
similar to ours; only differentiating
factor is that unlike India in Ban-
gladesh political development
faced artificial interruptions with
consequent distortions in the
growth of democratic institutions
inthe country.

It would be pessimistically
judgmental to arrive at a conclu-
sion that we are a cage bound
mice where inevitable multiplic-
ity in the absence of spatial ex-
pansion has doomed us to a
future of nothingness. The conse-
quent inability of our authorities
to deliver goods to the people
may invite in course of time in-
trusion of exogenous influence.
After all, since we live (in David
Held's words) not in discreet
national communities but in
"overlapping communities of
fate", politico-economic instabil-
ity in any part of the world will
inevitably affect tranquillity in
others inviting censorial glances
from hegemonic powers. From
an optimist's point of view one
would hope that political leaders
voted to power would devote
their energy to servicing the
people instead of servicing their
own and take a long term view of
national-interest projects re-
gardless of the fact who will be in
power when the projects draw to
their conclusion. Traumatic birth
of Bangladesh fuelled by inexora-
ble will of the people to be free
must be allowed to bloom in the
globalised future of peace and
prosperity.

Kazi Anwarul Masud is a former Secretary and
Ambassador.

Iraq: The coming big show

MUMTAZ IQBAL

AGHDAD will have seen
nothing quite like it in its
1,200years history. It'll soon

have public entertainment rivaling
Rome's Colosseum or Beijing's
Circus (reportedly PRC's best
though snooty Shanghai disputes
it).

The entertainment will be the
proceedings of the War Crimes
Tribunal the Coalition Provisional
Authority (CPA) established 9
December to try Saddam and his
officials for crimes against human-
ity. Coalition crony Iraqi
Governing Council (IGC) will
manage the show. But CPA's
Bremmer will be the principal
director. His unique asset: he's
HenryKissinger's protégé.

America's leading living diplo-
mat, Kissinger brokered peace
between Egypt/Israel and
US/Vietnam, sharing the Nobel
Peace Prize with Hanoi's Le Duc
Tho in 1973. But Henry also
knows a thing or two about
crimes against humanity. He
instigated or abetted the secret
B52 Cambodian carnage from
1969; Hanoi's Xmas bombing on
18 December 1972; Bangladesh
(1971); Santiago slaughter 1973;
and wars in Angola (1975-2002)
and Mozambique (1975-1994).

Oxford-educated former left-
winger turned US neocon apolo-
gist renegade journalist
Christopher Hitchens achieved
cult status with his book The Trial
of Henry Kissinger (Verso 2001) by
portraying Henry as a war criminal.

Hitchens claims that Kissinger
probably killed more people and
overthrew more governments than
any other living human being. If
true, quite an accomplishment for
a penniless German Jewish emigre

to America in 1938. Poor Henry! He
daren't set foot outside the US for
fear of being Pinoched!

Bremmer, his Washington
bosses and IGC acolytes, want the
Tribunal to be a jurisprudence
showcase that'll reflect US efforts
to bring bad people like Saddam to
justice (along with Guantanamo,
Bagram and torture subcontract-
ing.)

Here, Bremmer faces stiff
competetion from the 1930s
Moscow trials. Stalin used them to
kill his real and alleged opponents
and the cream of the Red Army that
Trotsky founded. The chief state
prosecutor ex -Menshevik Andrei
Vyshinsky later became USSR's

admirable were it not outrageously
illegal. Most people concede
Saddam's trial is needed. But why
now? There are several reasons.

One is US public opinion. Iraqis'
testimony would show what a
nastyregime Saddam ran and what
a humane job the Coalition did in
ending it. Bush hopes this will play
well with his domestic audience in
2004.Another is Iraqi and world
opinion. Centcom is magnifying
and intensifying its no-holds-
barred anti-insurgency measures
against Iraqi Sunni resistance that
violate The Hague, Geneva and
God knows what other
Conventions.

pected insurgents; taking hostages
including women; cordon and
search operations; arbitrary
searches, arrests and indefinite
detention; physical and psy tor-
ture; and secret assassinations are
now increasingly par for the course
for GIs in Iraq. The US military has
aracist but not particularly original
logic for this murderous anti-
insurgency. One Capt Todd Brown
said: "You have to understand the
Arab mind. The only thing they
understand is force -- force, pride
and savingface."

Not original because similar
utterances were made about
Filipinos, Vietnamese and Latinos

The trials will deflect attentio% ‘ //b/y white US officers. One example
//\‘ \

Clean-cut square jawed US military officers serving in Iraq regularly appear on TV explaining that they and their men

are obeying orders and just doing the job they're trained for. The German generals used this defence at Nuremberg.

It didn't wash then. Can it now?

mind and destined for big things.
Do all the above sound familiar?
Youbet. These are things the Israeli
Defence Force (IDF) routinely do
for a living in the West Bank and
Gaza.

An Iraqi called Tariq told a
reporter: "I see no difference
between us and the Palestinians.
We didn't expect anything like this
after Saddam fell." And who's
advising the GIs? Why, none other
than the ubiquitous IDF, which
pops-up alongside US forces in all
sorts of places. IDF has trained
Special Forces at Fort Bragg in
assassination techniques (The
Guardian9 December2003.)

The Israelis are good at this with

foreign minister (1949-53).

Unfortunately, the IGC lacks a
Vyshinsky. Ashcroft volunteered
his best prosecutors. But they are
all black, Latino or white. The really
good ones are Jewish or born-again
Christian fundamentalists. They
won'tdo.

This impasse was broken on 5
December, when CPA/IGC revived
Mukhabarat, Saddam's dreaded
secret police, to fight Sunni resis-
tance. IGC hopes to find a
Vyshinsky from among Mukhbarat
veterans. It's pointless discussing
the legality of holding these trials.
The CPA is a law -- or an outlaw --
unto itself. It transgresses interna-
tional laws, conventions and com-
mon sense with dexterous soph-
istry that otherwise would be

from the severity of these mea-
sures. They will also smoothen the
way for the US-collaborating Shia-
Kurd domination of the new gov-
ernment next July by bludgeoning
the Sunnis into submission.

These measures are eclectic but
familiar tools of military occupa-
tion. They range from collective
punishment-- uprooting trees to
force farmers to give information--
to population control.

Thus, Abu Hishma village is
encased in razor-wire fence,"
(NYTimes 7 Dec 2003) in effect
making it a concentration camp.
The residents can enter and leave
only with ID cards in English (un-
derscoring supplied) most locals
can'tread.

Demolishing houses of sus-

is Lt. Gen Jake "Hell Roaring"
Smith. In quelling the resistance of
Filipinos -- America's little brown
brothers-- in Samar in May 1902,
he ordered to "kill everyone over
the age of 10" and make the island
"a howling wilderness." Like Gen.
Dyer of Jallianwalla Bagh, Jake was
quietly retired without being
charged. Another is USMC Maj.
Gen. Smedley Butler. He said in
1933 that in his over 33 years sol-
diering in Central America and
China, he was really functioning as
a "racketeer, a gangster for capital-
ism." Butler's redemptive confes-
sion though late is revealing, espe-
ciallywithoilinIraq.

Capt. Brown like the redoubt-
able T.E. Lawrence (or RAF Leading
Aircraftman Shaw) has a keen
insight into the inscrutable Iraqi

years of practice. Pentagon's will-
ingness to learn from its former
charge shows its adaptability and
openness. At heart, it's a voracious
knowledge absorption machine
imbibing the best in killing tech-
nology to defend and spread free-
dom worldwide.

Meantime, while Bremmer's
busy shaping an Iraqi government,
his Centcom cohorts are working
hard to pacify Iraq, using if neces-
sary the Vietnam tactic of destroy-
ing the place to save it. The erudite
and cultured Paul Bremmer would
like to be remembered as a 21st
century St. Paul bringing democ-
racy's epistle to Iraqis. But
Centcom centurions' black activi-
ties that may come to invoke com-
parison with Heydrich if not
Kaltenbrunner could tarnish

Bremmer'simage.

The saving grace is that
Bremmer's unlikely to be com-
pared with Eichmann. That hon-
our is reserved for Bush's man of
peace Sharon, the sabra PM
engaged in what appears to be
salami-genocide. A little slice here
and today; another slice there and
tomorrow. Pretty soon, there may
not be any Palestinians left to deal
with. Voila! problem solved.

In her classic Eichmann in
Jerusalem (Viking 1953), Hannah
Arendt invoked the banality of
evil. The astonishing thing about
Eichmann and other Nazis was
not that they were pointy-headed
zealots but rather dull and plain
individuals (see Daniel
Goldhagen: Hitler's Willing
Executioners).

To them, the Final Solution was
just another job they implemented
with German meticulousness.
Nothing personal against Jews, you
understand. Do the same texture
and tone of banality and matter-of-
factness animate the Coalition's
"war on terror" in Iraq and else-
where?

Clean-cut square jawed US
military officers serving in Iraq
regularly appear on TV explaining
that they and their men are obey-
ing orders and just doing the job
they're trained for. The German
generals used this defence at
Nuremberg.

Itdidn'twash then. Canitnow?

Mumtaz Igbalis a retired banker.

ERRATUM

We regret the inadvertent mis-
%)rmt, of the word 'important' in

he title of the first post editorial
published in our last Friday
1ssue.

TO THE EDITOR

EDITOR

Suhrawardyon theUS

Lately we have seen many a letter
and article catalogue the wrongs
allegedly done by the United
States. To put the matter in fuller
perspective, I would like to share
the following remarks made by one
of the architects of Bengali nation-
alism aboutAmerica:

"It is not a small matter for a
nation to undertake the task of
spreading prosperity and happi-
ness, of undertaking to assure
peace and progress, and of assum-
ing the responsibilities of insuring
to mankind freedom and liberty.
This is not a small task which the
United States of America has
undertaken, and the impact of its
efforts is today felt throughout the
world. To undeveloped and under-
developed nations you have given
hope that they will be able to
reconstruct theirlives."

Those are the words of Hussein

Shaheed Suhrawardy, hardly the
proverbial 'American agent’,
spoken in his July 1957 address to
the United States Senate.

Esam Sohail

Wichita, USA

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and
courage like that of
Bangabandhu.

Dr.Rubaiya Naheed

Princeton University,

New Jersey, USA

Re: Shabash
Bangladesh

I refer to the commendable analy-
sis of Dr. B.C's speech by Mr.
Nazmul Karim (Dec 6). What has
this gentleman doing all these days
since he was returned to the pavil-
ion by Khaleda Zia? We do not
require such educated and self-
proclaimed civil society members.
Dr. B.Cmustknow thatan MRCP or
FRCS degreein medicineis notall it
takes tobeleadinganation.

Our future leader must have
vision, wisdom and courage --
vision like that of Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad, wisdom like that of

Changing colour will
not solve our problem

So our police force is now changing
the colour of their uniform. Is it to
hide their shame or to fool us even
more? I think the police should get
clothes without pockets. And since
there will be no pockets, I believe it
will go some way towards encour-
aging our officers not to take any
bribes.

Azad Miah

Oldham, UK

Yy irien medu

Kabir

Returning to Bangladesh after an
absence of five years, I have
learned through your newspaper
about the sad death of my friend
Ahmedul Kabir with whom I had
been acquainted during my 25
years stay in Dhaka (from 1973 till
1998).

I used to contact regularly
Ahmedul to obtain or confirm
various information. Occasionally,
when Belgian journalists were
visiting Bangladesh, Iwould always
advise them to contact Ahmedul to
getabalanced view of the country's
problems. As we were often invited
to the same official receptions, I
would search the company of
Ahmedul for whom I had and keep
a deep admiration. I was particu-
larly fascinated by his great sense
of humour, his honesty and his
secularism. I remember in particu-
lar how he was attached to his
French made car: a vintage
Citroen, the only model of its type

in Dhaka.

I remember also how he had
agreed to write an article in
Sangbad about leprosy in Bangla-
desh, after I had drawn his atten-
tion to the ignorance and prejudice
of the general public concerning
this disease; he immediately sent
one of his staff to the leprosy hospi-
tal of Jalchatra where, at the time, a
few Belgians were working.
Ahmedul was a great man and a
verywarm friend. Iwill miss him.
Benoit Labrique

Ex-Charge d'Affaires of the Belgian
Embassy in Bangladesh

Deteriorating law and
order situation and
the people

Improvement of the law and order
situation should be the first priority

of the government. Because the
most important factor for the

smooth functioning of economic
activities and to attract foreign
investment in the country, is to
improve the law and order. In
Bangladesh, the situation is deteri-
orating day by day rather than
improving. One can easily perceive
the present situation by going
thorough the newspaper reports
on killings, kidnappings, rapes,
and extortion and so on how the
situation is getting from bad to
worse.

In such an ominous situation,
what role the political parties
should play. Political parties
should help improve the situation
by working together. But in our
country, the scenario is quite
frightening and disappointing.
Every political party in our country
is nurturing terrorists for selfish
political gains. Police administra-
tion cannot perform their job
independently as there is always
pressure from the political parties

to act according to their will. And
people have lost their faith in
political parties and law enforcers.

Poor people are denied access to
justices, as they do not have money
to afford the expense of litigation.
The faith in the judicial system,
which is the last resort of the peo-
ple has been threaten as political
affiliation are getting priority in
nominating justice of the high
court. All these factors have con-
tributed to the chaotic situation in
our society. The party in power and
opposition are playing with the fate
of the people. They are most inter-
ested in party interest rather the
interest of the mass people who
voted them to power. But how long
this situation will continue nobody
knows. If the political parties truly
realise the interest of the people
and the country, the situation in
our country is bound to change
within a very short period of time.
Mallik Akram Hossain

The University of Hong Kong,
Hong Kong

Indo-Pak relation

India and Pakistan, two perennial
foes have normalised their relation.
PM of India AB Vajpayee will visit
Pakistan in January to join SAARC
summit. So both India and Pakistan
have a good chance to kick off talks to
bury the hatchet. To improve rela-
tions, Pakistan and India should set
up economic diplomacy. They
should commence FTA for the
welfare of two nations. They should
exchange FDIs in large scale. In the
age of globalisation and free market
economy, economic diplomacy is
the best therapy for entente. Mr
Vajpayee and Mr Musarrafshould be
pragmatic, technical and altruistic
enough minimise the rivalry
between these countries. I hope
peacewill prevail in South Asia.
Molla Mohammad shaheen

Dept of English, Dhaka University
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