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EU protests to WTO over Indian
anti-dumping duties

AFP, Brussels

The European Commission said
Tuesday it is taking India to the
World Trade Organization (WTO)
over anti-dumping measures
hitting EU exports, in the latest
trade spat between Brussels and
New Delhi.

But India insisted it has done
nothing wrong and hoped to con-
vince the European community
thatits measures were "bona fide"

The request for WTO consulta-
tions concerns 27 anti-dumping
measures imposed by India against
the EU between 1999 and 2003. The
main sectors concerned are chemi-
cals and pharmaceuticals, textiles
and steel, said the EU executive.

Brussels cited " % owing frustra-
tion ... not only at the escalation in

the number of measures imposed
by India, which has now become
the world's largest user of anti-
dumping practices, but also at the
very lowstandards applied."

According to Brussels, since
1995 India has imposed a total of
241 anti-dumping measures,
compared to only 184 such mea-
sures by the EU despite Europe's
much lower import tariffs.

"Under a rules based system, it
is essential that all players abide by
the same rules and India is no
exception," said EU trade commis-
sioner Pascal Lamy.

"Ensuring fair trade should go
hand in hand with clear, transpar-
ent and predictable rules. This is
the way we prevent abuses of the
system. I hope we will now be able
to solve this matter amicably," he
added.

Quizzed on the anti-dumping
complaint by the EU, K.M.
Chandrasekhar, India's ambassa-
dor to the WTO, said New Delhi
was ready to take part in consulta-
tions.

"We will try to convince the
European community about the
bona fides of our measures," he
told reporters at the trade body's
headquarters in Geneva, adding
that he thought India's practices
weire "absolutely" in line with WTO
rules.

The EU decision came after the
WTO this month upheld a com-
plaint by India against the
European Union, ruling that
favourable treatment granted to 12
developing countries i%hting drug
tra}fﬁcking fell foul of global trade
rules.

It also came after India and the
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11" Annual General Meeting

M Ghaziul Haque, chairman of Eastern Bank Limited (EBL), presides over the 11th annual general meeting of the
bankin Dhaka on Monday. Other directors of the bank are also seen in the picture.
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Akter Hossain, chairman and managing director of Rangs Electronics Limited, magician Jewel Aich, and Matiur
Rahman, editor of the Daily Prothom Alo, among others, are seen at the raffle draw programme of Sony-Rangs-
Prothom Alo Winter Festival Chamak 03, a promotional campaign, held at National Press Club auditorium yesterday.
The wining number of the draw is 29183 and the winner will get a car worth Tk eight lakh.
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SHIPPING

Chittagong port

Berthing position and performance of vessels as on10/12/2003.
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a news conference after an infor-
mal meeting of the organisation's
146 member states.
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The above are the shipping position and performance of vessels of Chittagong port as per berthing

sheet of CPA supplied by

Family, Dhaka.
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