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Two-day death toll in frenzied public wrath hits 27

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

Maobs oflocals in South Char Clerk,
Usir Char, Munshi Hat and Bayar
Chzr lynched' 19 alleged jungle
bandits vesterday, taking the num-
ber of such fatalities in two days of
frenzied attacks to 27 until 9:45 last
night.

"Angry crowds caught 14 of
yesterday's vietims from Char Clerk
Banglabazar, Munshirhat and

Bayarchar and killed them as they
were fleeing their forest hideouts
hemmed in by police and
coastguards,” said Noakhali's
Deputy Commissioner (DEG)
Mostafa Kamal Haider.

Police with the help of locals
caught four others from deep forest
yesterday morning, but the suspects
were snatched by mobs roaming the
areaand

beatthemto death.
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Minister snubs
demand for
declaring
Ahmadiyyas
non-Muslim

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

State Minister for Religious Affairs
Mosharef Hossain Shajahan yester-
dayrejected a demand for declaring
the Ahmadiyya sect non-Muslim, a
rallying cry that led religious bigots
tostage a hate-filled demonstration |
on Fridayanddeclare atoughmove-
mentahead.

“None less than Allah can do iy,
he said of the demand, adding: "As
the minister concerned, [ have no
powernoramientitied todo so."

The minister's concern came
after the antisAhmadiyya Hifazate
Khatme Nabuwat Andolon threat-
ened a broad movementif the gov-
ernment did not declare the
Abmadiyyas non-Muslim by next
Hriday.

"“Now they (anti-Ahmadiyya
group) are demandingit ... ence the
demand s met, they will want to
capture a mosque, then a church

,"the ministersaid.
Earlier, police foiled a bid to
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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Dhaka shuts
Baghdad mission
over terror threat

BSS, Dhaka

Bangladesh has temporarnly, shut
downi its [raqi mission in Baghdadin
the face of overall insccurity and
several threats ofterroristattacks.

Sarwar Hossain Mollah,
Bangladesh's ambassador to Iraq,
was discharged of his duties and
maved to Jordan following threats of
attacks and indiscriminate rocket
and missile firings in the Iraqgi capi-
tal, Reaz Raliman, state minister for
foreign affairs ministry, told the
newsagencyyesterday.

“The diplorhatic staffin Baghdad
were in a state of great insecurity,”
Hahman said adding that overall
security situation there remained
fraughtwith uncertainty.

Meanwhile, Bulgaria and the
Netherlands have closed their

| SEEPAGE 11 COL6
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A mob caught Mehadi Hasan,
allegedly a robber, at 1:00am from
Urir Char when he was fleging and
killed him near Char Clerk
Banglabazar.

"Even when police went to save
one of the arrestees, locals beat the
policemen,” the DC said.

Yousuf Kerani, Nooruddin,
Mosharral’ Hossain, Habibullah,

Baker  Hossain, Mainuddin and

Dada Bhai were also among the

dead. The identity of the rest, alleg-
edly operatives of infamous Nabya
Chora gang, could' not be estab-
lishedimmediately.

Outraged locals of Char Clerk
cluster wvillage caught an alleged
gangandbeateightofthemdead on
Sunday.

The district administrator linked
most of the victims to infamous
gangs operatingin the coastal areas
and suggcs!ed that people in' the

seaboard villages knew their outfits
well.

A combing operation cf 360
police and coastguard personnel in
the region will continue until police
can arest the operatives of Nabya
Chora in South Char Clerk and
Jahangir Dakat in Nalar Char and
Nangalier Char, the DCsaid.

He hopedthat the about 1510 20
alleged robber remnants of Nabya

SEE PAGE 11'COL S

Winter has brought in mists and chill. The further north one travels the more bite of winter they feel. This picture taken on a Dinajpur road af

10:00amyesterday shows mists partially blocking vision, making travel hazardous.

Municipal chairman
killed in Rajshahi

BNP leader knifed to deaith in Bogra

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi-

An Awami League (AL) leader was
killed by suspected underground
operatives in Rajshahi'while a BNP
leader was knifed to death in Bogra
yesterday.

In Rajshahi, suspected opera-
tives of the outlawed Purbo Banglar
Communist Party (PBCP) gunned
down Taherpur Pourashabha (mu-
nicipality) chairman and joint
convenor of local AL Alo Khondoker
atTaherpuryesterdayevening.

Alo was on his way home at
Bishupur when a group of 10

opened fire on him near Taherpur
College, killing him on the spot. The
gang also slit his throat in a desper-
ate bid to canfirm his death, police
said.

The killers chanted slogans in
favour of the outlawed Purbo
Banglar Communist Party as they
leftthescene.

Police are unsure about the
motive behind the murder although
Rajshahi' AL has hinted" that the
murder could be a sequel to his
enmity with local BNP leaders over
bidding for constructionwork.

Seeking anonymity; a_family

member of the victim said Alo had
12 criminal and civil lawsuits
against him.

Police have launched raids to
catch the killers of the AL leader. No
case was filedlastnight.

The BSS from Bogra reports;
Noor-e-Alam alias Liton, a BNP
leader, succumbed to his injuries at
Bogra Government Mohammad Ali
Hospitalin the early hours of yester-
day after suffering stab injuries at
DupchachiaSundaynight.

Sources said Liton, joint secre-
tary of Dupchachia thanaunitofthe
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Major cabinet reshuffle
ahead of new year likel

Around 15 cabinet and state ministers may lose job;
portfolios of some others may be changed

REZAUL KARIM

Axe may fall on over a dozen minis-
ters in a major cabinet reshuffle

reshuffleis highlylikely byend of the
month and tiree to four cabinet
ministers and arounda dozen junior
ministers may be dropped, while

ahead of the new year for poor « portfolios of some others may as

performance and reported involve-
mentin cormuption.

Highly placed sources at the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO) and
Ministry of Home Affairs said intelli-
gence agencies have submitted a
report card'on 15 ministers and state
ministers on their performance and

corruption and other irregularities,
Laswell.

PMO sources indicated a major

wellbechanged.

They said Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia recently: summoned
several policymakers and senior
ministers on receipt of the intelli-
gence reports apparently to check
them out. Fi

Key. officials. at the PMO' have
beenintouchwithdifferent political
and bureaucratic sources to enguire
about whether the allegations

against the ministers and state
ministerswere true,

An influential PMO official
admitted they have received strong
evidences of corruption by several
cabinet members. Besides, perfor-
mances of a number of ministers
and state ministersare not up tothe
markeven though theyhave beenin
office for more than two years, he
added.

The PMO official said there has
beentremendous pressure from the
ruling BNP policymakers and senior
cabinet members for further down
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Thai Exim Bank to
foot 60pc bill for
elevated express

highway in cit

UNB, Dhaka

Thai' Exim Bank will finance the
construction of anl8-km elevated
express highway around all impor-
tant traffic points in Dhaka for a:
"permanent’ solution” to nagging.
trafficjamsinthe capital city.

An official announcement here

yesterday said the bank,, "with fill
support of the government of

Thailand", will provide 60 percentof
the total project cost on easy terns.

‘The rest 40 percent will come from

the Thai gevernment as grant assis-
tance.

The plan was disclosed when a
12-member high-powered Thai
delegation met Communications
Minister Nazmul Huda at his minis-
tryyesterday. &

AboutTk 3,000 crore willbe spent
on the implementation of the pro-

ject, which is expected to be com-
pleted by three and a halfyears.

The delegation led by Exim
Bank's President Sataporn
Jinachitrais nowin the eity toaseer-
tain how the planned project can'be
implemented successfully:

During the Thai prime minister's
recent visit to Bangladesh, Prime
Minister Khaledd Zia had sought

'caoperatmn of the Thai govern-

ment in constructing Bangkok-
model elevated express highway to
remove traffic congestion and
facilitate easy commuting on the
citystreets.

The'delegation will sitwith some
more specialised organisations and
institutions of the government,
including the communications
ministry, to. discuss technical and
financial aspects ofthe project.
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]S body observes

| not permit efficials to stayatany

Grafi plaéues
housing ministry,

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Corruption thrives in the
Housing and Public Waorks
Ministry where government
service Tules concerning transfer
of officials are not followed,
observed a parliamentary body
yesterday,

The parliamentary standing
committee on the ministry rec-
ommended strict enforcementof
the service rules and transfer of
officials staying in the same
position for more than three
years to check corruption.

"Though the service nules do

place for more than three years,
most engineers in ‘the Public
Works Department (PWD) under
the ministry are at the same place
formore than 10years,” Shajahan
Chowdhury, chairman of the
committee, told newspersons
after it met at the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban yesterday.

Abdul Motalib Akand, a:com-
mittee member and ruling BNP
lawmaker, said "As the officials
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BSE guns
down 2 in
C'nawabganj

BSS, Rajshahi

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
gunned down two Bangladeshi
farmers at Kironganj village under
Shibganj upazila in
Chapainawabganjyesterday,

A team of BSF personnel of
Sukdevpur camp in Malda fired at
farmers Shikim Mian and Bobu Mian
when they were working in paddy §
fields inside Bangladesh territory at
aboutnoon, witnessessaid.

Bobu Mian died on the spot and
the BSE party dragged his body to
Indian territory while Shikim Mian
died on way te his residence,
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) sources
said,

Local BDR sent a protest letter to
its Indian counterpart and
demanded return of Bobu's body.
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Pricewaterhouse
gets job to run
Agrani Bank

Cabinet body okays budget

REJAUL KARIM BYRON |

The government yesterday approved
appointment of Pricewaterhouse
Coopers of Hong Kongas the consul-
tancy to reform and mn the Agrani
Bank management.

The cabinet committee on pur-
chase approved a three-year Tk 36
crore budget for Pricewaterhouse
Coopers, The proposal to appoint
the consultanancy will now be sent
to the primeminister forhernod.

“The new team will supervise
administrative, organjsational and

.

otheractivities of the bank underthe
guidance of the board' chairman,”
said Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman after the committee meet-
ing.

This is the first time a national-
ised bank will be placed under a
private management for reforms.

Sources in the cabinet division
said' Pricewaterhouse has already
named the new nine-member
management team of Agrani Bank.
Four of them including the chief
executive officer are Bangladeshis
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LAl the Cnncerned Honourable Members of the Bank are réquesled to attend the meeting in time.
By order of Board of Directors

Date : Dhaka
§ | 24th November, 2003

L

Md. Shouquat Ali |
Secretary ¢
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