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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

December03-18

An exhibition of art works created
during the Contemporary Asian Art
Workshop 2002 by artists of the
country is on at the National Art
Gallery of Shilpakala Academy.
The display remains open from 12
to 8 pm everyday until December
18.

December 05-10

Asix-day-long art exhibition of artist
Habib will be inaugurated at4 pm at
the Gallery Chitrak premises. The
show will remain open for all from 10
amto 8 pm everyday.

November 18-December 15

A photography exhibition titled '‘Man
Without Qualities' by Matthias
Wanhnerison atthe exhibition hall of
the Goethe Institut.

December 04-18

The solo painting exhibition of Kazi
Ghiyas titled Serenade of Rain
featuring his recent watercolours
will be inaugurated today at the
Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts. The
display will remain open for all from
12to 8 pmeveryday.

Anniversary

December 12

The 25th founding anniversary
special programme of children's
drama association Dhaka Little
Theatre will be held at Drik (House
no. 58, Road no. 15/Anew) at 10 am
to5pm.

Nabanna Festival

December 05

National Nabanna Festival Cele-
bration Committee has organised a
daylong Nabanna Festival on
December 5 at Bakul Tala of the
Institute of Fine Arts. Prominent
poet Shamsur Rahman will inaugu-
rate the festival early in the morning.
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Flag-wavers

Cryptic Fate: Musical patriots of the new generation

FAIZUL A TANIM

IBERATION War histor
needs to be re-visited,
remembered and the story of
the martyrs spread to the
present generation--martyrs
whose blood and sweat nurtured
our nation. At least that is the
feeling one gets listening to the
band's secon§ album Sreshtho.

One such rock group united to
oust the casualties of distasteful
commercial music from the pres-
ent scenario and as well hold the
glory of our independence. The
quartet now, from March 1993
onwards, calls them Cryptic Fate.

It was Iresh on vocals, Shakib on
the bass, Wahed and Sarfaraz
playing guitars and Farshed on
drums--when they originated.
Soon Iresh in 1993, Wahed in '95
summer and Farshed in 1994
would leave for higher studies.
After quite a break, Farhan joined
in 1998 to give the completeness
while a bunch of drummers like
Arafat, Turjo, Nafi and Shaju were
facilitating them to stay on the
musicscene.

The present line-up comprises
Shakib--vocals and bass guitar,
Farhan and Sarfaraz on the guitars
and Farshed on the drums.

The band's genre being Heavy
Metal has a range of influences by
Alice in Chains, Metallica, Iron
Maiden, Tool and greatly inspired
by Dream Theatre's work. They do
not want to limit their type just to
metal but want to explore a variety
of rock while composing. Recently
released songs Odhikar and Prem
from the mixed albums Projonmo
and Agontuk-2--with a lot of

runge persuasion, are examples of
their diverse music taste.

Shakib and Farhan becomes
nostalgic as they reckon the early

The quartet that form the band Cryptic Fate.

90's music scene. 'Mixed album
Hooraywas back then a huge inspi-
ration and boost for many cele-
brated bands of today. Bangladesh
was quite not ready to accept a
change in the usual flow for which
the advancement somehow
stalled.'

'The array of new bands from the
present has a broad and seg-
mented listening group and wit
the advantage of cutting-edge
technology in recording and
media, they are many steps ahead.
The present music scene is blessed
with better musical instruments
and recording equipment thus
improving the overall standard. We
wish, we could enjoir1 the luxury at
thattime', remarks Shakib.

The band finds an amazing

similarity between the early 90's
release of Hooray with those of the
present days. An uprising of bands
sparked on release of that mix
compilation back then. 'It was are-
incarnation of the early 90's rock
music revolution when the mixed
album Chharpotrowaslaunched in
2001. Time has changed a lot
within this long break'. They wish
that this recent mount-up does not
fadelike before.

Speaking about few of the
upcoming talents, the band men-
tions Nemesis as the compact
band, with Breach producing great
music, Sellout creating live energy
on-stage, FBR and dNA--all of
them collectively making huge
impact from the underground
scene.

The band believes, 'although
there are handful of good recording
studios, the revolutionary "Pro
Tools" came to great aid and advan-
tage for an amateur musician to
experience. The recording facility is
ﬁood, despite the fact that they are

ehind the international standards.
The sudden rise of the available
facility however is a positive indica-
tion.'

They seem to be happy with
their record label G-Series, allow-
ing them to experiment a com-
pletely new dimension of strategic
music.

The band mentions of their
success as to when their debut
album Ends are Forever got
released, one of their band mem-
ber sent along a letter with the
album to their guitar Guru--Marty
Friedman from Megadeth. Fried-
man reglied to that as a heavy
metal album coming from a coun-
try he hardly knew 'was of great
amusement' to him. Writing a very
personal mail to that member, he
criticised every aspect of that
compilation. The band still trea-
sures thatletter.

They also mention about their
ulacoming album titled, Danob--
which will be a fantasy based
album--surely anovel concept.

When asked about other contri-
butors to the band, they mentioned
Gibran, Rinku, Emon, Manzur and
Khaled from G-Series as uncondi-
tional supporters.

The foursome wrapped up by
stating a message to the upcoming
musicians, 'The bands should listen
to more music and get rid of the so
called underground politics'--
proving their will to help Bangla-
desh music. These true musical

atriots wish to create waves and
eave rich residue as nutrients for
the offspring.

Around the world

Writer's banned paintings on show

Elvis Presley: A handout
photograph received on
December 2, shows the late
U.S. rock pioneer Elvis
Presley posing for a photo-
graph during a news con-
ference lunch, at the
Cleveland Hockey Arena in
the U.S. in 1956. Candid
photographs of Elvis and
other 1950s rock pioneers,

The Baily Star

Bharatnatyam

Its revival and recent changes

PREMA HUMAYUN

HARATNATYAM is the oldest of all classical

dances that evolved over many centuries in the

temples of Southern India where the dance was
performed as a religious act for the lord Siva.
Bharatnatyam is an acronym of bha (bhava) for
expression, ra (raga) for melody, and ta (tala) for
rhythm, while natyam stands for drama. The music of
Bharatnatyam is based on Karnatic classical music.
Usually there are one or two vocalists and the contents
ofthe songs used for this dance have their originsin the
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Hindumythology, literature and religious philosophy.

Bharatnatyam was formally performed by a caste of
female dancers called Devadasis (like Geishas in
Japan), who were the sole performers of this classical
dance. This dance was performed to show the
devotion of mankind towards the lord Shiva.

Under the British rule and by the end of 19" century,
this dance suffered for many reasons. Political
instability and the loss of patronage from various kings
played a crucial role causing a serious setback for
Bharatnatyamasawhole.

In 1947, an Act was passed to limit the temple dance
and it was no longer performed by devadasis. A new
Music Academy was established and a Bharatnatyam
performance by a devadasi was arranged and the
acceptance of this dance on the part of the academy
gave the art a new respectable status and it was like a
revival of the Bharatnatyam dance.

In place of the temple or royal court of former times,
Bharatnatyam started to be performed in the theatre,
concert hall, or auditorium by dancers from respect-
able families instead of devadasi's daughters.

Bharatnatyam also experienced some major

changesinits composition.

In recent times, minor modifications in the
Bharatnatyam dance have taken place by inserting
new motif and theme. Today, many dancers offer real
flowers to the deity on stage, whereas the devadasi's
offering was through symbols only. Before the material
worn was dazzling and the design of the blouse worn
was half Victorian which was later altered to a more
Indian style and subtle colors were preferred.

The trend of puja or touching the feet on stage to pay
homage to their teachers is also a recent one. Even
though drama and dance were the integral part of
Bharatnatyam as prescribed by Bharata (the author of
Natya Shasra), the dramatic representation is not a
primary function of this dance today.

The exact date and authorship of the Natya Shastra
are both in dispute as various schools of thought have
their own opinion. Earlier, Bharatnatyam was solely
performed in the temples as an act of worshiping gods,
but now it has traveled to the stage to entertain the

audience.

The essential part of the revival of Bharatnatyam
was the transformation of the performers from
devadasi (servants of gods) system to scholars and
females dancers from different Hindu castes.

Although Bharatnatyam dance has been firmly
reinstated, gurus and dancers are faced with the task of
extending and enlarging the classical repertoire to
include subjects which will be relevant and meaning-
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Viji Prakash a gifted Bharatnatyam dancer of India
ful to the modern audience. Experiment and
innovation have become essential for the survival of
this dance. Currently, to cater to the demands of the
local audience, some dances have been choreo-
graphed using regional poeticlyrics.

New changes have been brought by innovative
teachers and choreographers by adding lyrics in
different languages and incorporating ballet and yoga
to satisfy the audience. In Bengal, researchers have
attempted to interpret Bharatnatyam through
Tagore's songs aiming to make a cultural bridge
between South and East and for a broader national
integration. These changes are supported by Natya
Shastra which encourages creativity and new
expressions as long as the spiritualism is kept in the
dance.

All these changes have given a new dimension to
this ancient art, at the same time new developments
aretaking place everyday.

The author has completed her Bachelor's in Music from York University,
Canada. She s currently studying for a BFAin music from the same university.
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