Peace gets a boost
as Vajpayee ready
to meet Pak PM

Truce takes hold in Kashmir

AEP New Dethi

In a further boost for South Asian
peace Hopes, India's prime minister
‘said he hoped (o meet his Pakistani
counterpartinJa nuary as aceasefire
between therival nations' armies in
Kashmiir continued to hold for a
third dayyesterday,

Despite the truce, however
violence again struck Indian
Kashmir, with' police saying two
Islamicinilitantswere gunned down
in southern Popnch. district yestor-
day as they tried'to cross from the

PakKistani zone of Kashmir,

On the outskirts of Srinagar,
meanwhile, suspected Muslim
militants  overnight shot dead a
former colleague and injured six
security: force: personnel in an
ambush, apolice spokesmansaid. |

The killings brought the death
toll over the 'last 24 hours to ning,
including six rebels killed on
Thursday, underscoring the fragility
of the peace process, which New
Delki says is dependent on the end
totheinsurgency,

The twa sides declared a surprise

Asian summit in Islamabad in

ceasefire in Kashmir on Tuesday;
whichofficials said has been unbro-
ken.

indian Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayes; who extended a
*hand of friendship' to Pakistan on
April 18, said heis keen to meet his
Pakistani counferpart Zafarullah
Jamali on the sidelings of a South

January,

"My programme: of going to
Pakistan is being prepared and Twill
meet everyone there ... 1 will be

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Bush's stealth visit to Irag
to boost troops' morale

AFE, Wﬂshh;gm_;:-

US President George W Bush: was
back in' the United States early
yesterday after braving the threat of
missiles over Baghdad' to join 600
trpops for an emotional
Thanksgiving dinnerin Irag, ina trip
arrangedundersricrsecrecy,

The WS president landed) in
Waco, dexas, at araund 1000 GMT
His armival followed a lightning visit
10 [rag gimed 1o boost troops’ dwin-
dling-morile'nn a key U5 holiday!
News of Thuisday's visit was ot
gven released until! Air Force One
hadalreadyleft, forfearof the sortof
missile fire that foreed an emer-
genoy landing by a DIIL civilian
curgojel lastweck

Troops' of the 1st Armoured

Division' which patrols the area
dround’ the Iragi capital leapt to
their feet, threw their armsin the air
and’ cheered when the surprise
guest arrived al their US holiday
feastonThursday.

"T'was looking for a wanm meal
somewhere, thanks for inviting me
to dinner,” said the U8 commander
in chief, wearing i blie shirt'and a

ey anmy bomber jacket and with

his (eyes moist, to deafening
ap plause fromthe troops.

"Tcan'l think of a Bner group of
folks {0 be having Thanksgiving
dinner with," Bush, with brightly
coloured militarystandards behind

‘him, told the soldiers frem the 15t

Armoured and 82nd Alrbome divi-
sions and the 2nd Armoured Gavalry
Regiment in & huge hangar-like

US President George W Bush holds a Thanksgiving turkey for US troops stationed at Baghdad International Airport
after he flew to/Irag under unprecedanted secrecy Thursday from Waco in Texas. His trip to Iraq is pegged as'a

morale-boosting enterprise for the American troops.

during the persistent insurgency

megshallatBaghdadairpoert:
"I'bringga message on behalf:of
America, we thank you for your
service," he told the troops, who
have come under regular attack

that has dogged the US-led oceupa-
tion forthe pastseven months.

The US president' went to Iraq,
delivering a defiant message to
insurgents who hayve peppered the
coalition military with guerilla
attacks, causing more deaths in
action since he declare major com=-
Bal over on May 1, than in the pre-
cedingsix-weekinvasion.

"We didn't charge hundreds of
milesinto the heartoilrag, andpaya
bitter cost: of (casualties,  defeat a
ruthless: dictator and liberate 25

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Five murdered
in city during
Eid holidays

STAFR CORRESI"ONDENT

Atleast five people were murdered
in the city m separate incidents
duringthe Hid holidays.

In Demra, a youngman, 1ofazzal
Hossain, was beaten to death for his
allegedisnatching of valuables from
pedestrians on the eastside -of
Gopibagh railway lines in Themrd
Wednesdaynight.

However, Hosne Ara, elder sister
of Tofazzal said she gave him Tk 300
and asked him to buy a shirt for
himself: He was on his way to
Gulistan to buy a shirt whena gang
of muggers took away his money

. andbeathim to death,

Police said Tofazzal was caught
and ‘beaten while he was mugging
fromthe pedestrians, Assistant Sub-
Inspector Sayed Ali removed him to
the DMCH where the attending
doctors declared him dead. A case
was filed with Demra Police Station.

Shyampur palice recovered: the
bodyol awoman, 22, from asewage
outfall at Pagla Tuesday. Police
believe that the wvictim was mur=
dered and dumped into the lagoon
sametime on Monday night, Police
sent it to Mitford hospital for
autopsy.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Eid-ul-Fitr
celebrated

AGENGIES, Dltaka

Eid-ul- I"ilr the  preatest religlous
festival of Muslims, was celebrated
across the country onWednesday.

Government and private offices |
will reopen today after four days of -

Eid holiday and weekend. .

Devotees offered prayers at Eid
congregations in the capitaland
elsewhere in the country, seeking
divineblessings for world peace and
welfare of the nation.

InDhaka, themain Eid congrega-
tion was held at National Eidgah on
the High Court premises at 8:00am.

Five Fid congregations were held
at Baitul Mukarram Nalional
Mosgue at 7:30am, 8:30am, 9:30am,
10:30amand 11:15am.

President Iajuddin Ahmed
offered Eid prayers at National
EidgahMaidan. SpeakeroftheJatiya
Sangsad, chief justice, mayor of
Dhaka City Corporation, ministers,
judges of the Supreme Court and
people from all walks of life joined

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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President lajuddin Ahmed and his wife.Dr. Anwara Begum greet Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, left, with a bouguet at Bangabhaban and two children, right,
embracein celebration of the Eid-ul-Fitr in front of the Baitul Mukarram Natiohal Mosque on Wednesday.

Hillary flies
in Baghdad
hot on heels
'of Bush

ATE Baghdad

Tormer US first lady: Senator
Hillary Rodham Clinton arrived
in Baghdad Fri'day hot on the
hieels of alightning stealth visit
by US President George W, Busli
for a Thanksgiving dinner with
US tronps; officials said,

Clinton. was. due to spend
just-one day in the insurgency:
ridden Iragi capital after het
yisitto Afghanistan Thursday.in
which she spent Thanksgiving
with troops there; said a coali:
tion: anteror ministry, official,
‘Thomas Basile.

Before lunch, she met, with
senior officials of the Coalition
Provisional Authority including
1S overseer Paul Bremer, said
Clinton'sspokeswoman,

"She then had lunch with
troops from her home state
(New York) in the dining hall at
the palace,” she said, referring
to/the city centre mansion of
Saddam Hussein -which is now
the seat of the occupation
administration.

"She was walking through
the hall and people were com-
ingup to her. It was a half-hour
lunch," the spokeswomansaid.

Unlike the IS president, who
never even left the mainmilitary:
camp atBaghdad airport during
his two-and-a-half hour stop-
over, Clinton then left the
heavily fortified complex
around thepalace to go andvisit

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Circular angers
UP leaders

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Agovernmentrestriction on partici-
pation. of union par:shad (ur)
chairmen and members in various
programmes at home and abroad
has sparked off reseptment among
the elected leaders of the lowest tier
oflocal government,

The local government, rural
development and cooperatives
(LGRD) ministry imposed the
restriction in @ cireular jssued on
October 1. Tt said the local body
leaders should take 'permission’
from deputy commissioners
through upazila nirbahi officers
(IINOs) to attend iraining
programimes, seminars and work-
shops.

In case of foreign visits like study
tour, thoy should take permission
from the local government division

of the LGRD:‘and cooperatives min-
istry, the circular added.

Chairmen and members of the
UPs across the country are planing
to protest the circularas they believe
the government through'it wants to
fullycontrol the TTPs.

"It is an intervention from the
central government in the local
government bodies. The circular has
snatched our freedomias people's
representatives, So we are preparing
to protestit," Matiur Rahman Tapan,
chairman of Sardah, Union Parishad
at Rajshahi, told The Daily Star
yesterday,

The UP chairmen and members
willisit on December 19 in Dhaka to
lay out a programme for movement
against the restriction. They plan to
hold & grand convention in the
capitalinJanuarynextyeartorealise

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Rat sergeant,
cop suspended
for losing arms

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

A sub-inspector. of Dhanmondi
Police Station and’ a sergeant of
Rapid Action Team (Rat} were sus-
pended ' for having lost their arms
due to negligence at Azimpur and
Nakhalparaonthe Eid day.

Sub-inspector Rezaul Karim
wenttothehouse ofhis sister-in-law
at Azimpur Staff Quarters at
10:00am but left his bag ¢ontaining
his uniform, revolver and Tk 5,500
withhismotorcycle.

He came out to find that his bag
was lost. The revolver could not be
recovered Gl yesterday evening,

SEE PAGE 11 COL &

actions on cards

REAZ AHMAD and SHAKHAWAT
LITON

A rejuvenated opposition camp
comes up with an amay of anti-
government programmes, adding
sparkio post-Eid politics,
This-winter would witness a raft
of programmes, including hartals to
dialogues, in'what-political pundits
pegped asa prelude to a greateranti-
gavermenl movement, sometime

| after{he Hid=nl-Azha.

The frenzy of political manceuv-
ring opens today when former
president Badmiddoza Chowdhury
returns home to.chalk out hisaction
on the formation of a civil society
platiorm. before’ the left-leaning
parties enforce a nationwide hartal
on December 13 and the Awami
League (AL) holds a political con-
ventioninearlyJanuary,

The harial, triggered bywhat the
left parties terimias bad governance
#nd an onalaught aq 1he foor, may

ol WA e

eventually bet bacKing from the
mainopposition AL, sources hinted,
On  December 19, representa-
tives of the Union Parishads from
across the country would join lead-
ets of the AL, ISD {Inu), Communist
Party: of Bangladesh (CPB) and
Workers Party (WP) in Dhaka to
finalise schedule for the January
convention aimed at exposing

government's ‘misrule’ to people.
Lender of the Opposition Sheikh
SEE PAGE 21 €Ol 4
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Whatever it is..

Bashundhara Baridhara Project
(Near Banani, Gulshan, & Baridhara Diplomatic Zone),
RAJUIK approved residential area with
25100 £, wide carpeted road, well-managed
security system, and branches of the
renowrned schools, colleges and

universities of the country,

le festamount is payable on
long-term

within 2 years;

Either Here...

installments

A Hlease contact for booking :

EAST WEST PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT (PN 11D,
An Entdrprse of Bashundhira Group

Senn Kalyan: Bhaban (dth) Flooe), 195, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
Phine 19552320, 9553988, 7122612, 7125188, 05687924 Fax - 9569172 }
E-mail s ewpl @bol-online.com Website : www.bashundharagroupicom  BridgeBuriganga Bridge-1), Dhnka, Phone | THO042, 7410943 7419944, 7419945, 1419946

(Inside Bashundhara Baridhara Projéct)
Minimum price Tk, 1,350 émr ayft,

-Rn.ﬂhlmdhnru Site Office 4

- Bashundhara Special Eid O

for any booking of Plot, Flat, or Shop 3
21" Color TW <

Offer valid upto 30th November 2003 q |

. a lush green residential area ad]aCtnt to Baridhara
Diplomatic Zone or by the side of the river Buriganga

mhumﬁhmm is the ultimate destination

May Be Here...

Bashundhara River View Project
{Near Bangladesh-China Priendship Bridge)

50 monthly installments of minimum

Tk. 6,000 per Katha, Plots will bé ready

for construction and handed over

Bashundhara Apartment

Apartments will be handed over
within 3 years.

I"?Lw-L visit our I_]lTiLLL“ .1l ]n‘u ance betore ldl-\m,_
{ final’ decision for buying &

plol or ‘a flak

Dhinmindi Office
Dhanmondi RIA, Dhakn-1204 Phone

ora ready Apartment.

of your happingss...

House 5402 (Okd), 12/(New), Road # 27 (O1d), 16 (New)
0111635, £115921, 8114506, 8113182

)ffer

N

Or Here...

8 DX Natipnal Housing loan
facititivs are availahle.

Phone o BRL4G61, BRIGTIH,

Plot # 12/D/E, Block-A, Bastundhara RIA, Dhiakn
GROGEOS,

Hux 9886041

River View Site (ffice

i Hsnabad, Keranigon] (Near Bangludesh Ching Frendship

REHAR rmentiar
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