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Ashik Igbal murder
Top criminal Kamal Pasha, accomplice to die

BSS, Dhaka

Top criminal Kamal Pasha and one of
his accomplices were sentenced to
death by a tribunal here yesterday for
killing a contractor, Ashik Igbal in
broad daylightin front of

the then PG hospital at Shahbag six
years ago.

Sheikh Jahangir Hossain, judge of
the Speedy Trial Tribunal-2, handed
down the judgement in a crowded
courtroom in presence of the convict
Kamal Pasha while the rest one Rashed
Mostafa, who was on bail, has now
beenabsconding.

The court also acquitted seven
others from the case, as allegations
broughtagainst them were not proved.

The prosecution story in brief is
that Ashik Igbal, a contractor of the PG
Hospital, was shot dead by top crimi-
nal Kamal Pasha and some others in
front of the hospital in broad day light
onMay22,1997.

After killing Ashik, Kamal Pasha
and his accomplice Rashed Mostafa
Ratan left the place towards Farmgate
in a baby taxi. The on- duty policemen
intercepted their vehicle at Sonargaon
crossing and caught both of them red
handed with three sophisticated
pistols and 22 bullets from their
possession.

Soon after their arrest, sergeant
Abdul Jalil filed a case with Tejgaon
thana while another case was filed
with Ramna thana by the victim's
father-in-law Abdul Mannan accus-
ing three persons including Kamal
Pasha, Ratan and Pichchi Helal.

The detective branch of police
submitted a charge sheet against
Kamal Pasha, Ratan and Pichchi Helal
in a firearm case to a CMM court on
August 21, 1998. In the same year on

October 10, police also submitted
charge sheetin amurder case accusing
nine persons including Kamal Pasha of
killing Ashik Igbal.

Both the cases were transferred to
the Speedy Trial Tribunal-2 for quick
disposal.

After examining 13 witnesses and a
number of evidences in the arms case,
the tribunal sentenced Kamal Pasha
and Rashed Mostafa Ratan to 30 years
rigorous imprisonment each but

Ahmedul Kabir's death condoled

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has
expressed deep shock at the death of
Ahmedul Kabir, a journalist, intellec-
tual and politician, who died in Kolkata
yesterday.

In a condolence message, Khaleda
Zia recalled the role of Ahmedul Kabir
invarious fields and said the nation has
lostagreat politician and intellectual.

She conveyed her sympathy to the
members of the bereaved family and
prayed for eternal peace of the
departed soul.

Leader of the Opposition in parlia-
ment and Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina has also expressed her
rippp shock at the demise of Ahmedul

Kabir, an eminent editor and politi-
cian.

In a message of condolence, she
said "I am shocked at the death of
Ahmedul Kabir, who always fought for
people's legitimate rights and democ-
racy."

Sheikh Hasina prayed for the
salvation of the departed soul and
conveyed her sympathy to the mem-
bers of the bereaved family.

Others, who condoled the death of
elderly journalist and pioneer editor
in country's newspaper arena
Ahmedul Kabir, included Information
Minister Tariqul Islam, Mayor of
Dhaka City Corporation Sadeque
Hossain Khoka, Workers' Party
President Rashed Khan Menon and
General Secretary Bimol Biswas,
Convenor of Bangladesher
Samajtantrik Dal Khalequzzaman,
Dhaka Union of Journalist President
Abdul Jalil Bhuyian and General
Secretary Omar Faruk, Bangladesh
Parliament Journalists' Association
President Shahjahan Sardar and
General Secretary Ashis Shaikat and
Commonwealth Journalists
Association's international President
Hassan Shahriar and its Bangladesh
chapter President Farid Hossain.
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acquitted the otheraccused.

In the Ashik murder case, the
tribunal sentenced both of them to
death after examining 23 witnesses
and anumber of evidences of the case.

Advocate Abdur Rashid and Abdul
Wadud appeared for the defendants
while Special Public Prosecutor
Advocate Mainuddin Ahmed stood for
the state.

Kamal Pasha, one of the top 23
criminals wanted by police for a long
time, was arrested last year for his
alleged links with five gruesome
killings in the city, including the sensa-
tional Ashik murder.
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Earlier, Kamal Pasha got death
penalty by the third additional metro-
politan sessions judge here on July 3
this year for killing two brothers in
broad day light in the city's
Mohammadpur area on May5, 2000.

The five killing incidents, in which
Kamal Pasha is involved are: Ashik
murder in front of PG Hospital at
Shahbagh in May, 1997, Mamun-
Shamim murder at Agargaon in April,
1997, Tarajuddin murder in Uttara in
2000, Rebel-Juwel murder in May, 2000
at Mohammadpur and cellular tele-
phone dealer Shipu murder in Banani
in2001.
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