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A dozen ofheavy firearms seized from Khagrachhariterrorist den.
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Ahmedul Kabir

passes away

STARE CORRESPONDENT

Ahmedul Kabir, a ploneering media
pérsonality and'the chief editor of
the Disily Sangbad, died at 81 fram
old-age complications at a Kolkata
hospitalyesterday.

Kabir, also president of the
Gonotantri Party, was admitted to
Apolio: Gleneagles Hospital in: the
eastern Indian city onNovember 18,
where he died at 4:25pm local time
(at 4:55pm BST). Helefi behind his
wife, two sonsanda daughten

Kabir had a brilliant and check-
ered careeras a journalist, politician
and business leader tohis credit.

Born' to & zaminder family in
Ghorashal village in Palash upazla
in Narsingdi on February 3, 1928,
Kabir graduated' in cconomics
(Honours) and joined the Reserve
Bank of India, Later; he joined as the
chief ‘of the Hast Pakistan Foreign
Exchange Department.

Kabir served several banks and
insurance companies as 4 director.
Hejoined the Sangbad asits manag-
ing director in 1954, From 1972 to
2001, he served the daily as the
editorand becameits chief editor in
2001.

In his student life, Kabir was the
first elected vice-presidentof Dhaka

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8
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Antiaircraft machine-gun, rocket
launcher in Khagrachhari cache

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

Army seized a high-profile haul of
firearms and amimunition, includ-

" inganantiaireraft machine-gunand

a rocket launcher, in a raid on a
haunt of terrorists deep into a forest
in Khagrachhar Sundaynight.

The terrorists melted into the
thick forest- under the cover of dark,
leaving behind 12 fircarms and huge
ammunition, before the army
demolished the hideout in
Karangatali, army officials of
Dighinala-Baghaihatzone said.

The raid that came amid firmed-
up security watch on the region was
‘described by senior army officials as

* their biggest success in the years

since the end of three-decade bush
war in 1997 after a landmark peace
tleal.

The haulis the latest in a series of

busts by the army personnel of the
2006,

The army had also demolished
another terrorist hideout in an
outlying hillside village last month
and seized'a small haul of firearms
and ammunition from the terrorist
Temnants,

Sunday’s seized fircarmsinclude
an antiaircraft machine-gun, a
tocket launchen a 7.62mm light
machine-pun with two' magazines,
an AK-47 rifle with two magazines,
two, 7.62Zmm Chinese rifles, a
5.56mm automatic rifle, a 7.62mm
sniper riflé; a 7.62mm SLR, a
7.62mm holt-action rifle with a
magazine, two 7.62mm Chinese
pistols, a 7.62mm machine-gun
barreland a cornmando knife,

The recovered ammunition. are:
734 bullets of 7.62mm machinegun,
#34 bullets of 7.62 rifle, 1,406 bullets
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Moscow fire kills 32
foreign students

7 Bangladeshis, 4 critically, hurt

STAR REPORT

M fire, possibly cansed by an electri-
cal fault, swept through & Moscow
dormitoryearlyvesterday, killing 32
foreipn students and injlring 139

i others, includingscven Bangladeshi
. students, efficials in Mpscow sald,

according to Reuters.

With ‘freezing temperatures
outside, many casualties had
jumped from windows to escape the
hlaze in the crowded five-storey
building housing students from the
developing world at Moscow's
Patrice Lumumba People's

FriendshipTIniversity:

An official at' the Bangladesh
Ernbassy i Moscow told The Daily
Star last night only seven
Bangladeshi students were injured
inthe ineident, four of them oriti-
cally. The rest were githier released
after first aid or kepl at the hospital
foriurthertreatment.

"The critically injured have been
keptunder observation at theinten-
sive careunits," the official said.

He added that Sumon Pal, who
was badly bumnt, was to be taken to
Klifasoskey Institute, a specialised
burn hospital in'the Russian capital.

The other three eritcally injured
students are Shishir Rozarin, Sheikh
Hasan Masud and Mazharml Islam:

"Iwelve Bangladeshi students
used to live in the building that
caught fire. Five of them escapad
injury Theinjured students got hust
Arying o jump out of the window
from the second floor af the biild-
ing. Seme suffered bum injuries
whilesome othersbroke theirlegsin
theprocess',

The official said the Bangladesh

envoyin Moscow and other officials:

rushed to the hospitals where the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

7 more die of dengue fever
337 affected since April

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Stven more patients died of dengue |
fever until November 24 out of a
total of 337 people affected sinoe
April this year across the country,
officials at the Directorate of Health
Services saidyesterday.

Last monthas many people died
of the dreaded disease at different
hospitals.

Two died at Dhaka Shishu
Hospital'on November 12 and 13,
two others died at Dhaka Medical
College IHospital on November. 14:
and 16, one each died at Chittagong

Medical Gollege Hospital on
November 9, Suhrawardy: Hospital
on November 22, and’ Bangladesh
Medical College on November 2.

Out of 337 dengue patients; 256
have been released from warious
hospitals while 81° are under treat-
ment,

Sixteen more dengue-infected
patients haye 'been admitted to the
DMGH, Suhrawardy Hospital, Holy
Family: Hospital and Chittagong
Medical College Hospital until
midday of November 24.Ten people
fell sick to dengue fever on
Navemnber 23,

On November 19, ten dengue
patients were admitied to
Suhrawardy Hospital, four to' the
DMCH, five toTioly Family Hospital,
andtwotothe CMCGH.

Five patients were admitted to,
the CMCI, Suhrawardy Hospital,
and the city's Metropolitan Hospital
onNovember22.

Over a period of 15 to 20.days in
November, a total of 70 dengue
patients were treated at Holy Family
Hospital, 19 remaining hospitalised
until November 22,

Director of the hospital Dr.
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§ The offices of @he Baily Star
I, will remain ‘closed for three
{| days from today on the occa-
i sion of the Bid-ul-Fitr.
¢ Therefore, there will be no
i ‘edition of the newspaper on |
November26;27and 28. !
However, if Bid is cele- |

E brated on Thursday, |
i

1

| November 27, then the follow-
| ing day, Friday, November 28, |
:"\ will also: be considered' a |
i holiday. Inn thatecase, thenews-
paper will not hit the stands
on'Saturday, Novembher 29, as g
‘: well, The Rising Star will also i
i motcomeout thisweek. i
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Jamal's family
doubts fresh
ransom letter

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Crg

The family of abducted Chittagong

Chowdhury yesterday deubted the
senders, of a letter demanding a
hefty ransom for his release while
policesaidtheywere scanning it.

Chittagong Metropolitan Police
Commissioner SM' Sabbir Ali said;
"We are now trying to verify whether
the letter came from the real abduc-
tors, We'll take due efforty torescue
Jamal."

Talking to The Dally Star, Jamal's
wife said: "My husband was, nat
released earlicralthough we paid Tk
25 lakh through police. We're doubi-
fulwhether theletter came from the
abdustors.”

"We're atalossnow,"

Jamal's family received theletter,
posted o Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry office, on

SEE PAGE 11 COL2

OC closed in
Khulna on
graft charge

QUR CORRESIPONDENT, Kidna

Police Headguarters has closed
officer-in-charge (OC) of Mollarhat
Police Station and sent to Bagerhat
Paolice Lines for unauthorisedly
releasingalisted criminal.

Khulna police have also started
departmentadl proceedings against
OC SultanAhmed ongrafccharge,

Ahimed held Chanchal, an activ-
ist of outlawed Purbo Banglar
Communist Party and listed crimi-
nal, in Nagar Kanda union. e took

SEEPAGE 11 COL 7

Cabinet trimming
on the cards

REZAUL KARIM

The government is planning: to
downsize the cabinet afier the Bid-
ul-Fitrinan effort to restore people’s
confidence in the administration,
highty placed sources inthe ruling
BNP said.

Policymakers of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party believe a'sense of
frustration, bred by widespread
crimg, comuption, price. spiral of
essential and commentsof former
president Prof AQM:® Badruddoza
Jhowdhury, is assailing people's
mind.

Talking to The Daily Star vester-

day, several influential ministers
said some urgent steps including
downsizing the cabinet and check-
ingtheills could erase the disquiet.

Senior ministers and BNP
policyinakers said they would/ sit:
with the prime minister, either
individually orin groups, to discuss
theissueswith her.

Atop leader with close ties with
the premier said her attention was
drawn to the issues before she left
forSaudiArabia,

"twon't be possible 1o discuss
the issues in detail with her before
the Eid. I thinkwe'll sittogether after

SEE PAGE 11 COL3

Eid jamaats,
timings in city

BSS, Dhaka

Preparations are complete for hold-
ing Eid conpregations in Dhakaand
elsewhereinthe country.

InDhaka; the mainEid congregra-
tion will be held at Natonal Eidgah
Maidan on the High Court premises
at 8:00am under the auspices of
Dhaka City Corporation (DEC):

According to the Islamic
Foundation, five Congregations will
be held at the Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque at 7:30 am, 8:30
am,9:30am, 10:15am and 11:15 am.

Special arrangements have been
made for women devotees at the
maincongregation. }

Besides, Eid congregations will

SEE PAGE'11 COL 1

Opposition parties
eye anti-govt unity

after Eid

REAZ AHMAD

Student and youth fronts of apposi-
tion political parties are planning to
forge a preater anti-government
unity in the post-Eid political con-
figuration,

They are already in a process to
join hands against what they peg as
misrule, slide in law and order and
rise of fundamentalisrn under the
four-party coalition government of
Prime MinisterKhaleda Zia.

On the sidelines of an iftar party

on November 18, six opposition
youth fronts had a preliminary
discussion on exploring the possi-

bility of a"Youth Movement Couneil' .

to collectivelyfight the 'mismule’.

Teaders of the Jubo Union, Jubo
Gono Forum, Jubo Moitree, Jubo
Oikya and' Jubo Samity, joined the
party responding to the AwamiJubo
Leagie'sinvitation.

On November 19, leaders of the
Al-backed Chhatra League (BCL),
Bangladesh Chhatra Union (BEU),
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magnate Jamal Uddin Ahmed

sighted today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT.

The Eid-ul-Fitr will be celebrated all

over the country tomorrow il the:

Shawal moon is sighted today,
whichis highlylikely.

If not; then the biggest religious
festival of the Muslims will be cele-
brated on/lhursday.

The possibility of sighting moon
this  evening is: more than 90 per
cent, sources al the Meteorological
Office said. If Shawal moon is
sighted today, the fasting month of
Ramadanwillendin 28 days,

Thesky is likely:to be less cloudy

and the Shawal moon willbe sighted

at the west-west and southern :

_'
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Launches overloaded with passenge rs leavefor the southern districts from Sadarghat terminal. Thousands of Dhaka
residentsignore the risk to their lives from overcrowding to head home to spend the Eid holidays with their loved ones.

Fid tomorrow if moon : Eid delicacies

. get dearer

 this year

corner at 17 degrees altitude :

throughout the country, the duty : s
officer at the Met Office in Dhaka: ; People of the middle and low-

told the Daily Starlastnight.
Sources at the Islamic
Foundation said the National Moon
Sighting Committee will' sit this
eveningtosee the moon.

STAR REPORT

. income brackets have to dig their

purses deep to relish Eid delicacies
thisyearas the prices of most essen-
tinls needed to serve them on' the

. platter have gone up as high-as 40

already left Dhaka for their respeec-
tive willage homes to celebrate the: ;

Eid with' their loved’ ones. Still,

trains, launches and buses wil-
nessed'a heavy rush of passengers:

vesterday as many headed home at. :
SEE PAGE 11 GOL 7 |
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_{'MQ'réériﬁié :'Bank w—i'she's-a very happg Eid
to all ite customers and well wichers,

Thousands of people have : Percentinaspanof10days.

As more and more people dash
off'to the kitchenmarkets today to

¢ do the last-minute shopping for

special Eid food, traders are set to,
push the prices up further, market
sourcessaid: 1
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Attractive
Loan Schemes

O Consumers Credit Schemea

© 8Small Loan Scheme
© Poctors Credit Scheme

O Women Entrepreneurs

Pevelopment Scheme

© Rural Development Scheme

-02-9561213 websile: www.mblbd.com
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