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Exhibition

November 18-24

The third solo art exhibition titled
"Tribal Lives' by artist Ronel Chakma
is being held atthe gallery of Russian
Cultural Centre (House no. 510,
Road no. 7, Dhanmondi ). The show
will remain open for all from 2 pm to 7
pmeveryday.

Exhibition

November 18-December 15

A photography exhibition titled 'Man
Without Qualities' by Matthias
Wanhnerison atthe exhibition hall of
the Goethe Institut.

Anniversary

December12

The 25th founding anniversary special
programme of children's drama
association Dhaka Little Theatre will
be held at Drik (House no. 58, Road
no. 15/Anew)at10amto5pm.

Exhibition

December 03-18

An exhibition of art works created
during the Contemporary Asian Art
Workshop 2002 by artists of the
country will start on December 3 at
the National Art Gallery of
Shilpakala Academy. The 4-day
workshop held at Rajendrapur was
apart of the 10th Dhaka Biennale in
which artists from Africa, Asia and
Pacific countries took part. Begum
Selima Rahman, State Minister for
Cultural Affairs, will inaugurate the
exhibition at 6 pm. The display
remains open from 12 to 8 pm
everyday until December 18.
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Harking to our heritage

Documentaries and craft displays at WVA Auditorium

FAyzA HAQ

ARIQUE Masud, the maker of the well-
known documentary "Matir Moina," and the
chief guest at a recent function at WVA
Auditorium, asked to comment on the two documen-
taries shown at the occasion, held forth. He said, "Itis
amazing and inspiring to see documentaries made
by TV drama film makers like Shahid. I'm, myself,
basically a documentary film maker; I'm at the same
time very interested in our artisans like the 'tatis' and
'kumars' who had been presented in the films this
morning. The craft workers whose work is a part of
their life always arouse my interest: in fact, I'm in-
trigued by them."
Asked to comment on the two documentaries
Masud said, "The first one was about 'gamchha’
makers and was called 'Nastik', who made beautiful
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A shot from "Nasti"

handiwork but their lives are being reduced to noth-
ingness." Touching on the technical aspects, "I
believe the producers and directors are definitely
promising; they can be very inspiring for other young
film makers. When documentaries are considered a
lesser art it warms my heart to find the young video
makers giving creative poignancy to their work: the
work is not flat commentary. The use of music was
natural and emanated from the themes and subjects:
the mystic 'bauliana’' songs somewhat reflected the
state of existence of the protagonists, which were
more rich and relevant than the use of the songs by
Bhupen Hazarika or Shumon Chattapadyya's which
were somewhat forced. Makers' personal liking often
tend to come in willy-nilly, whether the situation
demandsitornot.

"The second film 'Matir Pinjira' was better than
the first one in some aspects, specially as regards
capturing life in the minimal scale: it brought in the
bigger problematic issues involving human struggle
as well as beauty. Structurally it is well composed. In
terms of subject it appealed to me more, personally
i.e.in terms of subject, 'Nastik' was more touching as

it involved a wide-eyed child singing a song which
belonged to the adult world but which reflected the
painin his heart. I preferred the beat of the 'tablas' in
'Nastik' which were brought in with subtlety at the
beginning and end. The recurring shots gave a poetic
structure to the documentary, which, I believe, was
very important. This was even though the shots were
sometimes static: there could have been some more
variations in them. However, it is easier to point of
faults rather than avoid them oneself. The overall
impressions were meaningful.

"FDC and Bollywood films are merely copying
western films, but this piece by young film-makers
was much more moving, realistic and relevant to
everyday contemporary life. The child's heart-break,
in the first film, was over the fact that the boy's elder
brother had abandoned their single mother, and this
theme did not bring in the usual abandoning of the
young woman by the uncaring or disenchanted
lover."

Asked if the Bangladeshi culture had been brought
in well in the two documentaries, Masud said, "No
documentary can claim that it represents Bangla-
desh: it can give a slice of Bangladeshi culture, but
these documentaries have not distorted or misrepre-
sent our past; you can get a greater picture of Bangla-
deshwith aseries of documentaries like these.

"What I emphasise is that this is the beginning of
hopefully something better and of more lasting
impact by the Jahangirnagar University Film Society
in future. It is vital in a film society that the members
should not consider themselves elite watchers of fine
films: when it comes to doing creative work them-
selves it shouldn't be limited. They must get into
action. When one knows the limitations of documen-
taries one is bound to appreciate the two ventures
shown today. Documentaries can be equally enter-
taining as feature films: they involve information,
education and entertainment."

Sanjida Sharmin Jui, one of the members of the
Jahangirnagar Film Society that had made the two
documentaries, said, "I'm in this group along with
Shahidul Islam, Ronnie and others. The film society
was begun by me with the help of my friends. Earlier, I
took film appreciation courses and saw as many films
as I could in the city: this led me to know my col-
leagues in the society. I also worked as an assistant
director for 'Anon Tara', to be viewed on ntv in the
near future, shortly after Eid: I did this to learn the
handling of the camera. Next, I worked in documen-
taries myself. Incidentally, much earlier, I did still
photography as a freelance photographer for
'Sangbad' for its back page features, on several
occasions. My interest in photography had grown
from my childhood, when I was into drawing and
painting."

Kazi Shahdiul Islam, one of the film organizers,
and an ex-journalist, said, "I was a drama student of
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Trendy clothes from traditional fabrics

the Jahangirnagar University. As such, I grew to take
interest in films as an extension of my interest in
drama. It is difficult for us to get patrons so we have
financed the two documentaries ourselves."

'Ay Bangla''s exhibition at WVA, for three days,
of the 'fatuas' made of local 'gamchha’, Hill Tracts
'pinon’', 'punjabis' from 'khadi', simple Tangail
saris and pottery was an extension of the integral
interest of the film society in local crafts. These
skills tend to be ignored due to the cunning of the
middlemen, the lack of interest by the bourgeoisie
in the metropolises, as well as that of unknowing
foreign patrons.

The saris were in turquoise, orange, and pris-
tine gentle gray and white, with polka dots, floral
motifs, paisley patterns, stripes and checks. Geo-
metrical motifs in startling colours were also used
in these delectable, reasonably -priced saris. The
Rangamati 'pinons' used in the making of dra-
matic blues and vermilion 'fatuas' also were spe-
cial offers at the occasion. So were the attractive
clay pottery sets geared to both local and overseas
tastes. "We went to different interesting parts of
Bangladesh and brought back the crafts from those
regions for the buyers at Dhaka," said Jui, who is a
BBA student at the North South University.

The combination of the interesting films and the
display that followed were admirable indeed and
deserve to be encouraged in future too. Young entre-
preneurs who have the heritage in mind, rather than
making the quick buck, or pursue personal success,
deserveaccolades.
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Wangala celebrated

ERSHAD KAMOL

' ANGALA', the annual
festival of the Garo
community was ob-

served at Chunia at Madhupur in
Tangail district recently. It was a four-
day long grand arrangement of the
Mandi tribe (the Garo people call
themselves Mandi). Though guests
were invited to take part at the occasion
from November 21, the programme
started two days earlier. In the harvest
oriented festival 'Wangala', the Mandi
community worship Middi Misi
Saljong ( the supreme God of the
community). Revolving the worship
ceremony the tribal people keep
themselves busy with Grika and Gori
dance along with the rhythm of some
local instruments like Dama, Aadhury

and flute.

The main ritual programme started
on Thursday night. In the worship
ceremony the tribal people made the
structure of Middi Misi Saljong with
bamboo frame. The Tribal leader was
the chief of the ritual. Each and every
family of the community sacrificed
fresh crops like rice and vegetables of
the harvest at the foot of the image of
the deity. They also arranged Chu, the
locally made rice-wine, which tastes
like beer. With Chu the Mandisenjoyed
the taste Wak (pieces of pork fried in
the lard of pig) and Do (specially
cooked chicken).

Foreigners as well as Bangalees
went over to enjoy the festival. The
tribal leader entertained their guests
with traditional food. Guests enjoyed
the local dance of the Mandi people.

Henna Utsav ai the Bengal Gallery

ELITA KARIM
Mehedi Utsav is going on  at the
Bengal gallery. Organised by Ligion
Herbal

and sponsored by
The Oriental
Bank, the festival
will go on till 12:00
pmtoday.

Selima
Rahman, the
minister of Cultural
Affairs, inaugurated
the Mehendi Utsav
and showed her
appreciation for this
age-old tradition of
our country.
'Hennaormehendi,
has religious as well
as cultural signifi-
cance. It has been a
part and parcel of
our tradition and is
used in all kinds of
happy occasions. I
hope that this kind of happiness will continue the
whole year round, even after Eid-ul-fitr,’ she
remarked.

The utsav began with a 15 minute contest
amongst the ladies, queued up with Ligion
mehendi tubes in their hands. Another group of
ladies gathered, eager to have the mehendi
applied on their hands and arms. Around 20

ladies ofallages drewintricate designs, expressed
their creativity with simplicity and held a gala
mood all through out the occasion. After the
contest, the panel of judges took the floor to
decide the best work of the day. The results,
said an
official,
will be
announce
d on the
last day of
the utsav.
The panel
who will
judge the
besthenna
design
consisted
of Asma
Abbasi,
Selima
Ahmed,
Kaniz
Almas and
Ferdous
A 1 a
Ahmed.
This festival had also exhibited the mesmer-
ising work of Ferdous Ara Ahmed, who wrote the
Holy Quran with henna on bamboo sticks, which
took her a time span of three years, 1992-95. Her
mind-blowing work on the Arabic words 'Allah’
and 'Bismillah', written with henna in large
fonts are also being exhibited at the gallery.

Two Australian anthropologists were
also present at the occasion. They were
shocked to see the deforestation of
Shalbon forest made by the dominat-
ing Bangalee community over there.
They said, 'If the forest is cut down in
such a rate, the transcendentalists
community will lose their existence.
Few years earlier when we visited the
area, we saw many Shal trees but at
present the number has come down
dratically." Poet Mohammad Rafiqg, a
renowned poet said, 'We should take
steps for the preservation of decaying
Mandi language. As the International
Mother Language Day is observed all
over the world, so they have the right to
speakin theirownlanguage.'

BBC documentary team was also
there for purposes of preservation of
the wonderful heritage of the tribal
people.

Album release
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Tarun's solo endeavour

'Koshter Koyla'
CULTURE DESK

THE debut album Thikana from Tarun's
band The Trap was a hit on release. A
selective audience grew up following his
vocal performance from the album. His
performances in the mixed albums
Dararey, Shada Kalo, Shimanaand Nakshi
Kantha were much appreciated. At the
same time he got involved as music pro-
ducer, composer andlyricist.

His solo album Koshter Koyla has
recently been completed and is awaiting
release under the banner of World Music
this Eid. The music and lyrics have been
arranged by theartiste himself.

Tomar jonno phirey asha, Akash mati,
Mon-er bhitor and Koshter koyla are few of
the tracks which might be well accepted
by thelisteners.
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