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Step to set stage for
civil society after Eid

Badruddoza Chowdhury says at Iftar party

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Former president AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhuryvesterday said amoveto
form'a platform of the civil society
members would be taken after the
Eid to find solutions: to the 'prob-
lemsbesieging thenation'.

He howeverleftitto the future to
decide if t1iis 'platform’ would turn
into. a political party. He said
roundtables with different profes-
sionalswould beheld soon.

"We could discuss with profes-
sionals  journalists, educationists,
retited  bureaucrats, ‘businessmen;,
industrialists ‘and make in-depth
studies of the problemsin their own
fields and find out solutions,”
Badruddoza said, ending specula-
tiong about his future plans at'an
iftar party at the'Winter Garden in
SheratonHotel,

_ "Following this phase, politicians
of course should be consulted and
possible’ political solutions dis-
cussed. We need a large number of
educated, honest, sincere,
broadminded and'efficient people
of which we have no deacth in our
society to take up leadership in
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Ex-president AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury is once/again the ceritre of attention for press photographers atan iftar

party he hosted yesterday.

SRS

1 lakh troops
to stay in Iraq
until 2006

.REU l.E...R'S, New York

US Army officials plan to, keep
100,000 oops in Irag through early
2006, reflecting concerm that stabi-
lising Irag could be more difficult
than originally planned, The New
YorkTimesreporiedyesterday.

The newspaper reported that a
"senior Army officer” warmned that
mamiaining a torce ol such size
beyond early 2006 would cause the
Armiyto "really start to feel the pain”
from' stress on: overtaxed active-
duty, reserve dnd National Guard
troops.

Butthe Times said another senior
military.official cautioned thatwhile
the senior Army officer's comments
reflected prudent planning, it "has
nothing todo with what the security
situation on the ground might bein
18 months,"”

The newspaper said the
Pentagon plans to reduce the US
military presencein Iragto 105,000

SEEPAGE 11 COL 1

A e T T R R S e

Attacks on Ahmadias

No move to arrest
attackers, instigators

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Although fundamentalists openly
attacked a mosgue of the Ahmadia
sect in Nakhalpara Friday neon and
caused communal disturbance; the
government has done nothing to
arrest the culprits till yesterday,

Allit did was to deploy police in
the disturbed Nakhalpara area
where over 60 peaple including 17
cops were injured in the Friday's
attacks.

Tejpaon Police Station' sources
said they did not receive 'any direc-
tives Lo arrest anyone!, No. case or
investigation has been initiated to
book the attackers or the instigators
who want the Ahmadias declared
non-Muslims.

However, police recorded a case
against unidentified persons for
attacking copson the spot.

Meanwhile, militant groups like
Hifazate Khatme Nabuwat Andolan,
Bangladesh brought out a demon-
stration in the city led by one Abdul
Hannan and' demanded that the
Ahmadia be declared non-Muslims.
The law-enforcers did not intercept
the demonstration that made insin-
nating remarks against the
Ahmadias.

The Ahmadias in Nakhalpara

meanwhile remain confined to their.

arca, specifically to their mosque in
fear of further attacks. Some 60

policemen were seen guarding the:

place,
Primne Minister Khaleda Zia is

learnt to have directed the law-

enforcers to ensure that no cormnmu-

nalattackson religious sects oceur.
"We are neither involved in

politics nor erayving for any worldly

gains. Then why are we being tar-
geted?” Abdul Awwal, a spokesnan

ofAhmadiaMuslim Jamaat, said,
T0ur people across the country
are now under atfacks," Moulana
‘Moazzem Hossain of the Ahmadia

mosqueat East Nakhalpara said.
"Under the banners of Khatme
Nabuwat Co-ordipnation
Commmitiee, Jaise Mustafa, Imam
Sanghati Parishad, Aamra
Dhakabashi, Nabi Darodi and
Darade Rasul, they are nowunited (o
unleash attacks to evict us from the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

All roads lead to home

STAFR CORRESPONDENT

Afestive mood pervades the capital aswell
as the whole country with the Eid-ul-Fitr

drawingnearer.

Dhaka now wears a different lookwith
thousandshappily leaving for theirvillage.
homes to celebrate the Eid with theirnear
and dear ones. This is already reflected in
traffic jams not only on the main thar-

eughfares butalzo onthe alleys.

Themarkels -- bothbigand small --are
abiizz with Eid shoppers. New shopping
complexes are also drawing huge custom-

Er5.

‘The volume of cash withdrawal from
banks; indicates that people's spending
has at least doubled before the Eid) bank-

ers said.

As 4 three-day public holiday for Fid
‘begins on Tuesday, large number of
SeITii-
government and private’ organisations
have already/taken leave in continuation

employees in government,

of theholidays.

Offices and' banks will remain cloged
today on accountol Shab-e-Qadrand the

Jastworkingdaywill be tomorrow

However, thelaunchand bus terminals.
seemed less chiaotic this time due to pres-
ence of government vigilanice teams and
mobile courts fo prevent harassment of

passengers byanti-social elements.

" The rush of home-bound passengers
said
mabile court magistrate Shahadat
Hossain atSaidabad bus terminal. He was
there e Action against overloading: of

will reach its peakon Monday,"

busesandover-pricing of bustickets.
At Sadarghat launch terminal;

offi-

ciais said rushiof passengers will culmi-

nate on Monday.

Meanwhile, with anlyonemore dayleft
for transactions, commercial banks were
teeming with' people seeking cash with'
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Burigangayesterday.
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Desperate to get a ride home, a man at Dhaka's Sadarghat
launch terminall jumps aboard a wooden boat fo reach an
overfoaded launch waiting for more passengers. in mid-

Opposition
seizes Georgia
parliament

President flees as
protesters demand
his resignation

AY, Thilisi, Georgia

Opposition supporters: broke into
Georgia's Parliament yesterday and
took it over, scuffling with lawmak-
ers and forcing President Eduard
Shevardnadze to flee as thousands
of protesters outside demanded his
resignation.

Opposition leader Mikhail
Saakashvili led hundreds of his
supporters as they shoved their way
into the chamber, overturning desks
and' chairs and leaping onto) the
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Bangabandhu's
sister Ruby -
passes away

BSS, thaka

Syeda Rahman Ruby; sister of
Bangabandhu Sheikh ‘Mujibur
Raliman, died of cancer at the
BIRDEM' Hospital yesterday. She
was 6.

‘Wife of late Capt (itd) Bazhur
Rahman, Ruby lelt behind two sans;
four daughtersand ahostofrelatives,

Awami' League president and
Leader of the Oppaosition in parlia-
ment Sheikh Hasina hag expressed
herdeep shockat the death of Syedi
Rahman Ruby; _

she prayed for ¢ternal peace of
the departed saul and conveyed her
sympathy to the members of the
bereaved family:

WA lhedallybtar net

Toll-takers
kill baker

Another businessman

stabbed to death
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Extortionists shot dead a bakery
owner at Rampura who refused (o
paythemtoll and assailants stabbed
to death a restaurant owner at
Hatirpool'in the capital in the early
hoursofyesterday.

Acgang of about eight extortion-
ists:went to Taslima Bakery at West
Rampura and demanded Tk 59,000
fromiits owner Mobarak Ullah. As he
refused to. pay, the gang shot him
and three employees of the bakery.

Locals rushed them to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMGF)
where Mobarakwas declared dead.

The victim's brother filed a case
with Khilgaon Police Station.

Restaurant owner Abdur
Rahman, 30, was stabbed by
unidentified’ assailants inside the
restaurant sometime between
Z:00amand 5:00am, sources said.

He was taken to the DMCH
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PM returns
today

BSS; Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia retums

-home today after ‘performing holy

Umrahin SaudiArabia.

She is expected to arrive at Zia
Tnternational Airport by aVVIP flight
of Biman Bangladesh Aitlines at
1:20pm.

The prime’ minister spent the
holynight of Shabse-Qadr in prayers
with millions of devotees at Masjid-
ul Haram in Makkah on Friday night.

She prayed for continued peace,
progress, and prosperity of
Bangladesh and forworld peace:

Accompanied by membersofher
family, the prime minister left for
Madina on November 13 onan 11-
day visit to Saudi Arabia s a royal
guestofKing Fahad Bin Abdul Aziz:
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Jubo League leader not
second time luc

Gunmen enter hospital to kill Rahmat
injuring him hours ago

STATT CORRESPONDENT

Unidentified gunmen in a second
attemptinlessthan 24 hourskilled a
ward unil Jubo League leader at a
cityhospital yesterday:
Vice-president of Jubo League's
ward-54 unit Rahmat Ali was killed
at the post-operative unit of Chest
DiseasesHospital at Mohakhali,
Four assailants posing as visitors
entered the hospital through tear
gateatabout5:00pm.
" "Thekillers greeted my-husband

with salam. Then they fired from

pistol killing him instantly,” said
Rahmat Ali's wife Nazma Parveen
Babi; whowas beside him.

On-duty doctor Bazlul Gani

Bhuiyan said, "Hcarmg gunshots, T*

tushed back to the unit and found
patients and: visitors running for
coveramidsmoke.”

The killers fled the hospital by a
white private carthatbrought them.

"Four youths came to.the hospi-
tal just before iftar in'guise of visi-
tots. They swere talking to Rahmat

butwwhen everybody was busy with
iftar, they:shot himand fled imme-
diately," the officer-in-charge. of
Guishan Police' Station quoted a
hospital staffas saying, [

Earlier Friday afternoon; a gang
shot Rahmat inthe chest and abdo-
men after taking him to Balurmath
dtRampura,

Relatives said he went there from
ahotel at Moghhazar on a phone call
froim one Robin for business pur-
pose.
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Twin blasts at police

offices kill 18 in Ira

Plane reported hit

REUTERS, Bagube, Iraq

Suicide bombers blew up! cars
packed with explosives outside two
police stations north' of Baghdad
vesterday, killing at least 18 people
in the latest deadly strikes on Iraq's
US-backed police force,

In Baghdad, a civilian plane
operated by global cargo company
DHL made an emergency landing
after one of its engines caught fire.
Alrport officidls sgid the plane may
hayebeen hit by a missile and the US
armysaid it was investigating.

In the town of Khan Bani Saad, a

‘car sped toward a police station'and

detonated asIragipolice opened fire
on it, US soldiers at the scene said!
Captain Ryan McCormack said six
police and' three civilians were

Killed.
Anothersuicide bombertargeted

the mainpolice headquarters in the,
nearby town of Baquba, 65 km (40

milesinortiof Bab}}dad

Lieutenant Colonel William
MacDonald, spokesman for the IS
4th Infantry. Division, said seven
policemen and' two (civilians were
killedinBaquba, _

‘The death tolls'excluded the car
bombers dnd some wittiesses said
the Bagubd attatker wils wearing a
palice unifartn as he drove toward
the buflding.

"Twasstanding on the balcony of
the police station as the car was
coming toward the building,” said
policeman Nazaar Hamzan. "He
waswearing auniformlike mine."
DOZENSWOUNDED

Dead and wounded! from both
attacks were brought to Baquba's

~ hospital, where blood! was con-
gealedon the floor of the wards.

"Twas tryingto resuscitate afour-
year-old gitl whose legs were blown
off butshe didn't.make it,” Dr Sharif
Saleh said.

Ahuge crater was blown into the
road’ outside the Baguba police
headquarters, Nearby, a packel of
cigareties lar in @ pool of blopd,
closé ‘to a shod torn apart by the
blast. Gne pul!wman said he found®
a'severed hand 500 meters: (yards)
away; !

Shards of glass were strewn
inside the police station, Part of an
air-conditioning unit had been
blown across: one ‘room,; with: a
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