DHAKA SATURDAY NOVEMBER 22, 2003

RECOMMENDATIONS

S

Exhibition

November 18-24

The third solo art exhibition titled
"Tribal Lives' by artist Ronel Chakma
is being held at the gallery of Russian
Cultural Centre (House no. 510,
Road no. 7, Dhanmondi ). The show
will remain open for all from 2 pmto 7
pmeveryday.

Art and Sculpture
Show
November 14-23

A 10-day-long art and sculpture
exhibition of six contemporary
artists, titled Appointment, is going
on at the Shilpangan Gallery. The
show is open for all from 10 am to 9
pmeveryday.

Exhibition

November 18-December 15

A photography exhibition titled 'Man
Without Qualities' by Matthias
Wanhneris on at the exhibition hall of
the Goethe Institut.

Anniversary

December12

The 25th founding anniversary special
programme of children's drama
association Dhaka Little Theatre will
be held at Drik (House no. 58, Road
no. 15/Anew)at10amto 5 pm.

DramaLane

Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.

(Evening show at7:00 pm

g

A marvellous melange of lyrical lines
"at "Shilpangan”

"Appointment

Part-11
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studies in USA, had done most of

his work as he said, with Chinese
ink and brush; at times he added
crayons, as in his landscapes. The
woman appeared to be caught in a
state of struggle and yet the yellow
hues included added a tinge of definite
hope and optimism. The mingling
faces of the horses with those of the
women had a poetic flare. "Basically,"

J AVED Jalil, who had his fine arts

vy Zaman

said Javed, "I wanted to create a rhyth-
mic music-like composition with my
lines, mingled with deeply emotional
aspects e.g. the women with the flow-
ers, with hands reaching out, conveys
the feeling of the woman's desire to get
out of the earthly confines, looking for
some divine inspiration, something to
lift her up from the earthly confines,
and make her existence meaningful."
Javed said that the creation meant a
reaching out for eternity. The lines had
thin contours in certain parts, he
pointed out, and at times there were
apparent smudges with the brush and
ink, tolend shade to the background as
well as the woman's body. "The light
brush work is to lend a feeling of space
or wind," Javed said. "The environ-
ment is thus like some musical compo-
sition.

In the next composition, a woman
had the sun to her left: Javed explained,
"I've depicted the sunburst in muted
swirling rays of yellow, blending them
with gray. The woman's torso is press-
ing towards something to depict that
she was torn with turmoil." The impor-
tant element about the composition
was that through physical gestures the
artist had shown internal emotion. "I
seek greater sense of expression
through my lines," Javed added,"
which could reflect a number of differ-
ent emotions: it depends on the view-
ers; I tried to show different reflections

nuk

of different emotions." In another
portrait of a woman, also done with
dark black, brush lines, with a touch of
pale pink and blue on the top and
bottom, brought in horses which the
artists said could symbolize different
human motions, such as anger, frus-
trationand hope. "I tried to bringin the
effect of a western classical symphony
init," Javed elaborated, "with high and
lownotes."

The landscapes had used different
muted hues to bring in the splashing
sun, with a strutting exotic bird in front
and more flamboyant colours in the
backdrop, with curls, lines, loops and
feathery motifs which reflected har-
mony in nature, as Javed put it. It was
meant to portray a winter afternoon
with the feeling of glory and joy in
which Chines brush and pastel had

been used. Despite his relative youth,
Javed's works spoke of confidence and
natural mastery of the strokes and
choice of hues, which ranged from
umber to ruby-red.

Ivy Zaman, flushed with her recent
feats at Korea, where a garden had
been named after her, where her large
sculpture pieces have been kept, said
about the three seated Buddha statues
that had been included at the exhibit,
said that they had been made from
bronze and aluminum. The figures had
been simplified, as have been all Ivy's
works, right from the outset of her

Abdus Shakoor

career. The hands and body formed
three lines and so a triangle; while the
head was ablob in each case. "I tried to
bring the crescent moon shape for the
base," Ivy said. The pieces had shining
glaze, one being silver and the other
dull gold. "I admire Buddha for his
thoughts of peace and toleration of all
mankind -- not that I am fluctuating
from my own religion: but my travels
have made me have a broader outlook
of life. I believe that Buddhists, in
particular, have special concern for
social values, going by the books I've
read on Buddha," she added. She
continued, "The religious leader was a
humanist in the true sense and I
believe that this religion really
preaches the ultimate essence of peace
and harmony among mankind. While
in Korea I'd done similar sculpture of

seven feet in granite. I'll be doing
images such as that of fish and 'the
angry cat' for the Asian Biennale next
month".

Ivy said that she had done these
faces of Bangladeshis too for the
exhibition. These faces, she said, in
pain and despair, were in contrast to
the visages of the poor helpers whom
she'd come across in Korea. She said
that these deprived people appeared
as contented as the satisfied
Bangladeshis of the bourgeois and
upper echelons classes. Ivy insisted
that there were not the sharp class
barriers where she had worked as we
find in our own country, or so it
appeared to her. "There wasn't for
instance, a vast difference between the
bearing of the President and the
average labourers, for instance,” Ivy
insisted.

Abdus Shakoor's sketches were
there too but the eminent artist of
folklore apparently hadn't put his
heart to the workshop: he had packed
up his effort in series of few quick
sketches in black and white. The
integral beauty of the country people,
the fishermen, boatmen and farmers
had been evoked but not in the depth
that one is used to and which one
expected and hoped for on the occa-
sion.

Young Anukul Mojumder, in his
turn, had brought in fine sketches and
pulsating paint work, depicting rural
women separately, and again seen in
the backdrop of nature with all its
charm and magnetic beauty. Despite
his youth and his other preoccupa-
tions to make a living, Anukul had
presented adequate proof of admira-
ble inspiration and talent combined
with dedicated application of paints
with brush.

The exhibition was replete with
swift lines and strokes that signified
the rhythm of Bangladeshi life, both
well-known and lesser famed artists
had worked their heart out -- although
this was within a relatively short span
oftime.

Eid special

Maksud Jamil Mintu bringing
fresh taste of music for ntv viewers this Eid

CULTURE

The Baily Star

Audio release

New Tona Tuni albums

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

HREE more musical albums
hit the market at Eid. Audio-
visual production house Tona
Tuni has released one Rabindra
Sangeet album titled Shyamal Chhaya
by Rezwana Chowdhury Bannya, a folk
song title, Nimantran, by Kiran
Chandra Ray, and an album of modern

The cover jackets of the three albums.

Bangla songs titled Mon Keno Bojhena
by Rehana Rahman. The releases,
recorded on both cassettes and CDs,
were ceremonially announced on
November 20 at the Dilkhusha
Hallroom of Hotel Purbani. Tona Tuni

Managing Director Mahbubur
Rahman Jainal, accompanied by the
artistes, unwrapped the covers of the
three albums.

Rezwana Chowdhury Bannya's
Rabindra Sangeet title Shyamal
Chhaya contains twelve songs includ-
ing Amar shakol rasher dhara, Amare
tumi ashesh korechho, Jonaki ki
shukhey, Praan chay chokkhu na chay
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and Dakbona dakbona. Musician
Durbadal Das directs the music of the
album.

Kiran Chandra Ray's collection is
dedicated to the memory of poet
Jasimuddin and has a few songs writ-

ten by the poet of nature. Eminent
lyricist Nazrul Islam Babu also contrib-
utes to the album besides a few tradi-
tional songs. Singer Kiran himself
directs the music of the album. Songs
include Tumi jabe bhai, Shada mon-e
kokhon jeno, Rashikjona rasher tori,
Amar duinayon-e thakand others.
Rehana Rahman's album contains
songs written by Dr. Golam Mustafa,

Prakash Chandra Shil and young
lyricist Abeg Rahman.

Coordinated by Mojibur Rahman
Dilu, the programme was attended by
eminent singers Rathindranath Roy
and KaderiKibria.

Around the world

Blair lined up for Simpsons debut

BBC ONLINE

U

Simpson meets him in London.

Actor Sir Ian McKellen and Harry Potter author JK Rowling
appear alongside in the show, called The Regina Monologues.
British viewers will get their first chance to see the show
when it airs on Sky One at the beginning of January.

The episode reportedly sees Homer crash a Mini Cooper
through the gates of Buckingham Palace. Blair joins a long
line of well-known faces who have made guest appearances
inThe Simpsons, which is shown by Foxin the US.

Sir Elton John, Sir Paul McCartney, Britney Spears, Mel
Brooks and scientist Stephen Hawking have all appeared on

the programme.

K Prime Minister Tony Blair will make his debut in
US animated comedy The Simpsons on Sunday.
Blair, who is said to be a big fan of the show, re-
corded his dialogue in April for an episode in which Homer
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