SHARIER KiAN

Once fnancially and technically
disqualified; Canadian company
Niko Resources has suddenly
become ‘the povernment's eye
candyin the gassector.

Registered in Bermuda as Niko
Exploration (Block 9), Ltd’ with an
authorised capital of mere $12,000,
the company foundits qualification
suddenty shooting up, thanks to its
political connections with a-certain
Bhiaban -- the sp-called alternative
powerhouse: of the govemment,

industryinsiders said,

Breaching its policy, the govern-
ment last month secretly awartded
the company an unexplored gas
field, dubbed as marginal orused.

According to rules, any oil com-
panyseeking the exploration rightto
an unexplored feld must qualify
and win 1t through a competitive
bidding;

Now, the tompanyis going toget
government 'clearance for tuking
aver 60 percent stakes in gas explo-
ration in block 8 from: the US oil
giant Chevron-Texaco

When Chevron-Texaco. under
Chevron International Bangladesh
Ltd (CIBL) announced on
Septernber, 17 that it sold all its
shares of the prized block,
Petrobangla rejected the sale, as it
did notcomplywith the contract.

According to ayailable docu-
ments, the sale of shares between
the' two companies: did not take
place before September23;

All previous sales of block shares,
including the deals of Ocuidental
and Unocal and Cairm and Shell,
complied’ with the production

warw thedailystan net!

Gas field for Niko
flouting policy

sharing: contract (PSC) terms and
conditions,

Even the sale of Shell stakes to
Cairn in blocks 15 and 16,
announcedinAugust, is undergoing
a prolonged legal process: Shell has
not completed preparing 4l legal
papers to; file an application for
share transfer approval from the
[government.

But amid pressure from political
overlords, Petrobangla is now 'le-
gallyscrutinising’ to see’il the sale is
okay, sourcessaid.
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AHOTCL STAR

Davotees offer Friday prayers at the Baitul Mukarram National Mosque during Jumatul Wida, the last Juma of

Ramadan.

Shab-e-Qadr
tonight -

1UINB, Dhika

Shab-e-Qadrwillbe observed across
the country tonight, seeking bless-
ings of the Almighty for peace and
pragress of Muslim Urnmah,
President lajuddin Ahmed,
Prime. Minister Khaleda Zia and
Opposition Leader Sheikh Hasina

gave separate messages on the

occasion.

The presidentinhismessage said
the: holy Quran started to be
tevealed Lo Prophet Hazrat
Muhamimad (SM) at this night. And
the night gives the Muslims scope-

[orseekingmercyof the Almighty,

In hermessage, the prime miniss
terprayed to Allgh for overall welfare
ofthe nation and Muslim Ummah,

Sheikh Hasina, in her message,
greeted the countrymen as well as
Muslim Ummah on the occasion of
Shab-e:Qadr.
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Grand Duchess of Luxembourg Maria Teresa (R), Unesco goodwill ambassador for education, dances to the
musicwith internationally renowned fashion designer Bibi Russell (C)in Dhakayesterday. Teresaison athree-

da;.fwsfttu Bangladesh:

Bid to 'capture' Ahmadia
mosque turns violent
50 including 18 cops injured

STAFE CORRESIONDENT

At Teast 500 people: including 18
policemen were injured’in twin
attacks by anti-Ahmadia Muslims
on law-enforcers near an Ahmadia
mosque at Nakhalpara in' Tejgaon
before and after the Juma prayers
yesterday.

The mob snatched two police

motorbikes and set them ablaze at
Mohakhali'in the swell of violence
stemming from disputes over offer-
ing ofprayers atthe mosque.

Police and witnesses said’ the

incident ensued when' some 500/

anti-Ahmadia Muslims marched
towards East Nakhalpara Ahmadia
Mostue shortly after noon for.what
they called freeing the mosque from

non-Muslims.

The bid to oust {he Ahmadias
from the mosque and capture it for
‘the real Muslims' was the second'in
15 hours since the first such attack
after Tarabi prayers Thursday night.

The marchers gathered at the
Rahim Metal Mosque inTejgaon to
join a meeting there before Khatib
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Jubo Dal
leader
shot dead

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

AJubo Dal leader and alleged mem-
ber of the notorious 'Seven Star
Group’ was gunned downandaubo
league leader was shot in the capital
yesterday.

Newly elected Assistant
Organising Secretary: of Juba Dal's
north city unit Nurul Hag Nuru, 40,
wasshotas he came out ofamosque
al Mirpurafter Jumaprayers.

He was rushed to Dhaka Medical
College: Hogpital (DMCH) where
dootors declared him dead!

His relatdves linked the Killing to
internal feuds,of Jubo. Dal or con-
flictswithalocal Jubo League leader.

Witnesses -and  police said the
ineldenttonkplape in Tront of Baitul
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Tangail AL
leader gunned
down: Hartal
today

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Unidentified assailants gunned
down a district AwamiLeagueleader
and a non governmental organisa-
tion (NGO) executive at Collegepara
lastnight.

The AL ealled a dawn fo, dusk
hartal in the town today in protest of
thekilling,

Aminur Rahman Khan Bappi, 37,
candidate for the AL district secre-
tary; along with his friend and exec-
utive of ‘an NGO Motiar Rahman
Moti, 45, was ¢oming out of his
housetosay tarabi prayers.

The assailants opened fire on
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Mahi to

set up

democracy', train activists

STATE CORRESPONDENT

Mahi' B Chowdhury; son of former

president Badruddoza Chowdhury,
yesterday unveiled a series of
programmes; to. create. awareness
about crimes and corruption inan
cffort 1o present a better future to
thenewgeneration,

Mahi, also a ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party: (BNP). legisiator,
revealed his political plans amid
flying speculations about Lhe emer-
gence of a thind political force under
his father,

The plans include creation of a
ctop ol 60,000 trained political

activists in next two years, settingup
of a 'school of democracy and
nationalism! and' production of
special television programimes
against criminal and ‘corrupt prac-
ticesinsociety.

Mahi announced the
programmes at a press briefing at
Purbani Hotel on'the sidelines of an
iftar party hosted by BNP's associate
organisation -- Aamra Zia Hobo --
under strong intelligence watch:
Mahiis the president of the organi-
sation foundedin 1996,

Policermen, both in uniform and
plainclothes, were posted in and
outside the hotel who wsed a8 vides

camera to film all guests, including

jourmnalists.

Theiftar partywas held justaday

' . B Chy hosts
S,ChOOl O.f iftar today

. STAFF CORRESPONDENT

1 Former presidentAQN Badruddoza
. Chowdhury: is hosting his' mueh
+ talked-about iftar party. at Hotel
; Sheraton taday amid flying specula-
: tions of the emergence of a third

ahead of the much-talked-about :

iftar party his father will“host at
Hotel Sheraton today.

The' young deputy hosted :
another iftar on Thursday where he

+ political force underhim. i
Sonrces close to Chbwdhury said ©

< he booked a room at Dhaka-

I Sheraton Hotel last night and was j

.

expressed dismay at state-run :

Bangladesh Teleyision's suspension
of ‘the, programmes: made by his ;
production house -- Entertainment -
Republic.

- likely to check in after Sehri early -
this morning. X

The list of 150 invitees ineludes -
journalists, cultural activists, former ¢
presidents and other members of

- thecivil saciety,

Frontline BNP leaders including
BNP Secretary General Abdul !
\iarm'm Bhuivan, First Joint ¢

SEE-PAGE 11 COLY4

They said palitical leaders were
nol included on the list bécatse af
strongintell |gem:ewmrh

The iftar party comes just a day

SEE PAGE 11 COL'7,

Jubo League leader,
5 family members
burnt in arson

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bartfsal

A'local Jubo League leader and at
least five' of his family members
suffered serious burn injuries after
alleged cadres of the JGD
(Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal) set fireto
nhishouse at Rajpasha ol Shakherhat
union' under Jhalakathi district in
the earlyhoursofyesterday.
Shakherhat union Jubo League
President Saidur Rahman Khan
Swapan, 35;who was taken to hospi-
tal in & critical condition, said the
arsari attack was apparently carried
outasasequel tohis enmitywith the

local BNE

Swapan's mother Rowshan Ara
alias Rani Begum, 65, wife Rehana
Begum, 30, son Fahad, 5, sister
Ghhabi Begum, 25, and her son
Maruf, 4, are also under treatment at
Barisal Sher-e-Bangla Medical
College Hospital, _

Condition of Rani and Fahad is
seripus, doctorssaid.

Police quoting eyewitnesses said
the attackers cardoned off the
house, lockedits doors from outside
and ‘poured gasoline alll over it
beforesettingitonfire.
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Reebok
high performance
running shoes,
now available,
at Bata.

Fieabin e T 1 695

Buy any Reebok merchandise for Tk. 2,500 and get a
Promotional Sports Bag

at Tk. 50

e
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Hettok Profom=Th 1785

Rezbok@?

FTillstock lasts

fvariabie &l selealed Siores - Dhaka: Bati Shoe Stora - 34 Kemal Ak Avanue, Banan), Bata Shoe Store - 218 Naw Elephant Road, | Bata Bazar-107
Wi Blapnant Rord, BataShos Store - Aapa Piaza, 27 Dhanmandi, Bala Bazars 24 8 8 fuenle, Bala Bazar- Farmgats, 86 Green Road, Bata, Bazar-
Uttara, S.R, Tower, Chittagong: Bala Shos Store - 00 AL Nizam Road, COA fvanue, Bala Shoe Siore - 100 Bast Nasratad. Sylhel: Sata Shoe Store
- D Bale:

Expressimne 012150

F'H_DTO. STAR
Pictures of three sisters, left to right, Babuti Shushil, Prashadi Shushil and Annie Shushil who were burnt alive
apparently by robbers in Wednesday's bloodiest ever incineration on the Banskhall coast, about 30 miles off
Chittagongcity.

Controversy bubbles over
Banskhali bloodbath

NURUL ALAM grd ABDULLAH-AL-
MAHMUD, Chittagong

Controversy surfaced over
Wednesday's massacre in which 11
peopleofa Hindu familywere burnt
alive on the Banskhali cpast, with
law enforcers trying to describe it as
just another robbery but locals too
shockedto believe the police claim.
Police arrested four suspects ina
dragnetuntillastnightbutcould not
naby, any of the robbers the law
enforcers blamed for attacking the
family and leaving Bimalendra
Shushil talive out the grim reality of

losingmostolhisloyed ones.

"We don't need financial help,
What we have lost cannot be com-
pensated. We want justice,” Sumil
Kant Shushil, the eldest son of'sliin
Tajendra Shushil, who flew home
from Oman, told Commmerce Minister
Amir Khosm Mahmud Chowdhury,
whaovisited the sceneyesterday;

Chittagong Supernintendent of
Police Mahbubur Rahman stayed
overnight in Banskhali, about 30
miles off Chittagong city, and led a
series of raidsion dens of rolibers in
the forest-rimmed areas, but his
farces came back empty-handed.

Investigators. failed too: they
vainly quizzed the arrestees to/find
leads to theincident,

The grim scenes evolving from
the grisly carnage in the outlying
coastal wvillage of Sadhanpur
Shilpara ended with the cremation
of the charred bodies shortly before
yesterdaynoon.

A police camp was set up in the
village to) miaintain law and order
and bring a sense of security to the:
locals, jolted awake o the horror of
swhat intelligence agencies called
the blopdiest ever incineration in
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l| Cronodils Interrstional Singapors

RTSVERNEWRY DRESS EASY ||

| e Intenaﬂthnﬁl Brand
is Inoww i
'\ your Towi.

« Dhaka : Crocodile Gallery
Anam RangsPlaza (1st Floor), Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi, |

v e Sylhet; Friends & Brothers Ltd,
Block # A, Road # 3, House 4 5, Shahjalal Upoashohor.

Tel 1712347, 0171-885354, 018241033
i = Bogra : Maliha Enterprise

Sheikh Sharif Uddin Super Market, Chalklokman.

Tel:65979, 0171-438696
| e Noakhaliz M/S Bhuiya Hosiery Store
I Badamtola Road, Choumaohani
' Tel: 571072, 0171~ 908750

i Tel:0171-525178,018-240772,0171-581916 it
; s Chittagong : UJAN 2 :
i 12/B Muradpur, Panchlaish. - -;
| Tel:650467,635531,618335,0172-128603

The Original

Madennd/Crocodila/Now-03



