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killed in Istanbul

CNN/ AGENCIES, Fsranbu!

The British consul general was
amongatleast27 people killedwhen
explosions rocked Istanbul, Turkey's
largest city,

Diplomatic sources told CNN
that Consul General Roper Short was
killed aftera carbomb exploded ona
narrow, street outside Britain's
Istanbul consulate, one of at least
two explosionsin the city Thursday.

Bather lIan' Sherwood of the
Anglican . Church in Istanbul told
CNN: "'ve been with the family, of
consul general since ithappened and,
saclly, the consul generalis deac.”

Another blast' destroyed part of
the London-based HSBC bank
headquarters near a shopping mall.
As many as 390 people were injured
in the explosions, CNN Turk quoted
local officials assaying.

Men and women wept outside
the consulate amid a chaos of
wrecked cars and rubble, their
clothes blood-stained, nursing
wounds. Thick, black smoke into
blue skies on streets that moments
earlier had' been teeming with
pedestrians and traffic.

The Istanbul governor said 25
people had been Killed. ‘A health
official said 390 people were
wotnded.

A caller to Turkey's semi-official
Anatolian: news: agency claimed
responsibility in the name of a
Turkish group and Osama bin
Laden's al-Qaeda network, which
Washington blames for the
Seplember 11 U S.attacks,

Gmnan lnte]lig-:mr.f. f:hit.[& sa:d

the bombings looked like al-Qaeda
attacks tmed to coincide with
Bush's visitto London.

Byewitnesses said they: believe
theblasts were caused by suicide car
bombers,

Turkish Interior Minister
Abdulkadir Aksu wamed against

speculation on: which group 1%
responsible for the attacks, saying:

thatcould hamper the investigation,
The explosion outside HSBC
headquarters in Levent happened
shortly. before 11 am local time.
Video of the HSBC building showed
extensivedamage to the exterior,
ACNNTurkreporter on théscéne
said there was a large hole outside
the bank headquarters, possibly
where the explosion originated.
Video ofashopping mall nearthe
HSBC bank showed chaos with
people streaming out of the area,
some with bloody faces and blood-
soaked clothes. Shatiered glass and
bumedvehicleslittered thestreet.

HSBC spokesman in London,

Adrian Russell, said two of the
bank's buildingswere hit yesterday.
"With reference to the. shocking
events: in. Istanbul this morming,
unfortunately two HSBG buildings
have been siruck by the bomb blasts

across the city, including our head'

officein Levent, " Russell said,
Chris. Kitrinos, an: English
teacher at a school adjacent 1o/ the
Rritish t,cmsu]alnj said the damage
there was "very extensive,' The
school's windows had been blown
out and police told GNN Tink that
theconsulate's outen wall had been
'SEE PAGE 11 COL 8
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The HSBC bank building in Istanbul Turkey, stands in ruin aftera string.of;
bomb, attacks thal also destroyed two anpexes: of the British High

_ Commission.

wwaw thed: ailystar net

diplomat among 27
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Three get life
for beating
83yr-old dead

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A court in Dhaka yesterday sen-
1en£:ed three persons: to, rigorons
imprisonment for life for beating
former additional postinaster gen-
eral Mohammad Sikander Ali, 83,
deadin Novemben1999.

Judge Mohammad Shamsul
Alam Khan of the Court of Third

‘Additional Metropolitan Segsions

Judge, Dhaka, also fined' convicts
Nasir Uddin, Gaffar alias Ladda and

‘Shafiqur Rahiman Tk 50,000 each. Tn

default, they will have to serve oul
anotherfiveyears.

The judge read out important
portions of the 16-page judgement
inacrowded cotrtroom.

The judgement:said the charges
brought against the accused were
proved beyond doubt but they were

‘given life term instead of death

penalty, considering their long
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Armed Forces
Day today

UNB, Dhaka

The Armed Forces Day will be
observed today.

President and Supreme
Commander of the Anmed Forces
Iajuddin Ahmedwill place wreath at
Shikha Anirban (Eternal Flame) at

Dhaka Cantonment in the moming,

to pay. homage. to the soldiers who
emnbraced martyrdom in the War of
Independence.

Military, Secretary. to the prime
minister Brigadier: General Sharif
Uddin will ‘place wreath at Shikha
Anitban on behalf of Pame Minister
Khaleda Zia, who'is also it charge of
the défence ministry.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Underground’ armed operatives
slaughtered five people in sleep at
the outlying Ataikula Beel, about 50
kilometres off Pabna town early yes-
terday, policesaid, .

Witnegses said a gang ofabout 20
swooped ona makeshift house near
the water-body in Laxmipur village
at 3:30am and pumped bullets into
the fishermen before slitting their
throatsin a desperate bidto confirm
theirdeath.

The dead -- all aged between 18
and 23 -- came from three next-coor
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families forwhich theywere the sole
breadwinners:

Another young man was admit-
ted'to Pabna General Hogpital after
hesuffered bulletwoundsin thepre-
dawn attack on the village, home to
fishermen who would pass their
nights out in makeshift houses after
daytimc fishinginthe beel.

"The victims went to sleep aftor
pumping water out of the beal and
catel ing fish," said Nazrul Islam,
who wimessed the' bloodbath 50

yards offthe scene.

The attack terrorised men into
fleeing their homesinas many as 15

Outlaws slaughter 5
fishermen in Pabna

QUR CORRESPONDENT, PABNA

villagesin Atdikula upazila, nowreel-
ingfromaswellofpanice,

Those who diedin the apparently
rivalry-bred attack are; Lokman
Sheikh, 22, Abdul Malek, 18, Paniu,
23, Ansar Ali Sheildy, 23, and Tipu,
22

Physicians said the condition of
22-year-old Azad, taken to hospital
uneconscious fromprofuse bleeding,
was critical,

"I woke up to the gunshots and
found'the attackers hacking my: co-
workers. [jumpedintothe waterto es-
cape. Avolleyofshotsrangout behind
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REUTERS, London

Around 300,000 protesters marched
through London and tore down a
mock statue oflvisiting US President
George W Bush yesterday, many of
them convinced his policies were to
blame for anti-British. bombs: in
Turkey.

Demonstrators, of all ages beat
drums and hlew whistles along a
three-mile route that took them past
parlizment and the end of Downing

3 lakh raze Bush
effigy in London

US, Britain defiant as Turkey blasts
upstage president's visit

Street, where crowds paused to Jeer
toward Prime Minister Tony Blair's
office.

When they reached Trafalgar
Square, protesters [elled a six-meter
(20-fool)’ papier mache statue of

Bushina parody of the toppling ofa -

statue of Saddam Husseinwhen US
and EBritish. troops swepl into

Baghdad. In its top pocket was a

puppetwithagrinning Blair face.
"Bush and Blair said they were
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Mahi decries
BTV attitude

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP lawmaker and son of former
president Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Mahi B Chowdhury, yesterday, said
Bangladesh Television (BTV) has
suspended transmission of two
programmes of his production
house ‘withoutanylogical ground!,

"The BTV authorities ate yet to
give us a convincing reason for
halting the transmission of Ananda
Ghanta (a talk show} and what'they
have so far said about the cancelli-
tion of transinjssion of a diama
produced by my production house
isnot reasonable,” Mahisaid.

He was talking/to reporters atan
Ifrar party last evening hosted by his
production house Entertainment

SEE PAGE:11.COL 3
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