Al

SPO

-l

1 4 DHAKA WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 19, 2003

@he Baily Star

Diego interests
Inter

Judgement night

AFP, Rome
Serie A giants Inter Milan are desper- @ together for a few years under Mark  ofHolland."

ately trying to sign Brazilian starlet
Diego, according to the Gazzetta dello
Sporton Monday.

The 18-year-old attacking
midfielder, whose full name is Diego
Ribas da Cunha, is one of the hottest
properties in South America after
playing a major role in Santos' league
championship successlastyear.

The Gazzetta said Inter's directors
are busy trying to negotiate a deal with
the Brazilian club to beat off the
competition and land Diego in
January when the transfer window
reopens.

Diego, whose contract with Santos

DIEGO
ends in 2005, likes to play behind the
two main strikers but has also played
wide on theright.

The paper said that Inter are also
looking to strengthen their squad by
signing Dutch midfielder Edgar
Davids from Juventus in the summer

uro£ooq

AFP, paris

Wales will be seeking to end a 45-year
wait when they bid for a place in next
year's Euro 2004 finals on Wednesday
while Scotland must cling on to their
lead against the under-performing
superstars of Holland.

The 1958 World Cup was the last
time Wales qualified for a major foot-
ball finals but a bad-tempered score-
less draw against Russia in the playoff
firstleg on Saturday puts them tantalis-
ingly close to ending that wait in
Cardiff.

Wales faced a nervous wait before
the showdown at the Millennium
Stadium after UEFA agreed to review
video evidence following angry
demands from the Russian camp that
Ryan Giggs should be suspended for
thesecondleg.

Russia claimed the Wales winger
elbowed defender Vadim Evseev in an
off-the-ball incident the referee failed
to seein Moscow.

UEFA's verdict is expected on
Tuesday.

After leading their qualifying group
for so long Wales slipped up and
allowed Italy to snatch the group
winner's spot, condemning Mark
Hughes' team to the lottery of the
playoffs for next year's finals in
Portugal.

Hughes is concerned his players
seize their opportunity this time.

"You only get so many chances at

andIthinkwecandoit."

Scotland produced the perfor-
mance of the weekend to stun Holland
1-0in the firstleg in Glasgow, but face a
potential backlash in the Amsterdam
ArenA against a team who dare not fail
again after missing out on the 2002
World Cup finals.

Ruud Van Nistelrooy, whose rift
with fellow striker Patrick Kluivert has
eroded morale in the Dutch camp,
rejected suggestions that his team
could not put their personal rivalries
aside for the national good.

"I don't think that's true," said the
Manchester United forward. "We have
a great group of players and a great
team as well, so that's not the right way
todescribeus.

"It will be fantastic if we make it -
there will be a big, big party in the
whole of Holland. If we don't make it, it
will be a big, big disaster for the whole

RYAN GIGGS

___FIXTURES

Van Nistelrooy could win his per-
sonal battle with Patrick Kluivert if
coach Dick Advocaat opts to break up
their partnership which failed to work
on Saturday.

Scotland coach Berti Vogts mean-
while insists attack is his side's only
option.

"We are looking for one goal," he
said. "We will not go to Amsterdam
lookingfora0-0 - thatisnot mystyle."

Like Holland, Spain are another
footballing giant for whom failure to
qualifywould be adisaster.

Theylead Norway 2-1 goinginto the
second leg in chilly Oslo, but their
opponents' defensive tactics in the first
leg in Valencia drew criticism from
Spain midfielderJoaquin Sanchez.

"It's so different from the Spanish
style of play that they deserve to be
fined," Joaquin told the Marca
website on Monday.

"The thing is, they don't even try
to play any differently."

In the two other playoffs, Latvia
defend a 1-0 lead against World Cup
semi-finalists Turkey in Istanbul and
Slovenia host Croatia in Ljubljana
after the firstleg finished 1-1.

Turkey, whose place in the play-
offs followed their failure to beat
England last month in Istanbul, get
one more chance to exploit a home
advantage.

Senol Gunes's men need victory
not only to avenge a shock defeat and
secure a place at Euro 2004, but to
show that their third-place World
Cup finish was no flash in the pan and
that Turkey are genuinely an emerg-
ingforce in the game.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Brazilian superstars Rivaldo (L) and Ronaldo cooling off at the swimming pool of the team's hotel outside Curitiba, Brazil on November 17.

Uruguay plot a shock

when his contract expires. this level, we should have qualified Turkey were clearly affected by lost their 100 percent record in their 1-1 ~ doorman Reginaldo Barbosa as he  theoutcome.

Inter are fifth in the league on 16 outright but now we have another Fixtures for Euro 2004 play-offs, second the pressure and the crowd's expec- draw away to Peru on Sunday. swept the sidewalk in front of a The players and directors imposed a
points, seven adrift of leaders | gpportunity and we intend to take it," leg mgtches on Wednesday. First leg tations in their 0-0 draw with England Brazil's population is around 60  Copacabanaapartmentbuilding, media silence on Sunday as speculation
Juventus. Hughes said. scorein brackets: and can 1ll—aff(?rd to fallinto the same times bigger than Uruguay's but the Griping about the national team is  mounted about the future of the 54-

"But we must be very careful we do At Istanbul tr aI()J a Sesond Em:'- shed third at th 'Charruas' have often taken pleasure in  nothing new, and even a workmanlike  year-old coach, who led the country to
[ not get ahead of ourselves now. That is ; roatia, who inisnec third at the making life difficult for their neigh-  winiscauseforcomplainthere. the 1990 and 1994 World Cups.

Maturana S whathappened in the qualifying games Turkey (-O)V Latvia (1) 1998 World Cup, are facing the pros- b But the draw against tiny Peru "We just need to have a bit of peace

when we did not beat Serbia and | ALubana pect of elimination by the away rules o ) & Y ) . . P
last? M d Finland wh Slovenia (1) v Croatia (1) goal after being held at home by Their most famous upsetwasin1950  rankled even more, because it meant and quiet," said Inter Milan defender
. exgzzisgir)o and Finiand when we At Cardiff Slovenia. when an apparently invincible Brazilian ~ Brazil had to concede first place to  Ivan Cordoba, who returns to the side
AFP, Barranquilla "We have had false dawns before /\g\;a/{;,ss(tg)r;;mussm O Croatian hopes of qualifying will FIFA FUSSBALL-WELTMEISTERSCHAFT team lost 2-1 in Rio de Janeiro's  archrivalsArgentina. after missing the Venezuela game

but we do not want any more glorious Holland (0) v Scotiand (1) inevitably rest on Dado Prso, who DEUTSCHLAND Maracana stadium in the decisive Tie with the taste ofloss," read the  through suspension.

Colombia's shock defeat at home t0 | faijures." AtOslo scored four times in Monaco's 2006 match of thatyear's World Cup. headline on the Rio news daily Extra. Maturana has not commented on
Venezuela appears to have made Goalkeeper Paul Jones said the Norway (1) v Spain (2) remarkable 8-3 demolition of Uruguay, who won the World Cup The Rio sports daily Lance chose to his future but raised eyebrows on

coach Francisco Maturana's posi-
tion untenable and the only ques-
tion now seems to be when, rather
thanif, he willresign.

Defeat by a team usually

players are ready to make history.

"It's our first chance and maybe our
only chance," Jones told Sky Sports.
"But this bunch of lads has been

* Winners earn place in next year's
finals in Portugal

Deportivo Coruna a fortnight ago and
opened the scoring after five minutes
in Zagreb.

A cooler

REUTERS/AFP, Curitiba

Uruguay, who have made a habit of
upsetting their powerful neighbours
Brazil, are confident they can pull off
another shock in Wednesday's World

for the second and last time on that
occasion, have since lost their position
asapowerinthegame.

But they are still a thorn in Brazil's
side and won their last meeting, in a
World Cup qualifier two years ago, by a

emphasize that Parreira was happy with
the draw.

““Parreira Likes It'" read the Lance
headline.

Fans and sports writers alike cheered
Rivaldo for scoring Brazil's only goal,

Saturday when he said the team would
succeed "with orwithoutme."
Argentina beat Bolivia 3-0 on
Saturday and are still trying to win back
the enthusiasm of the public following
their shock first-round exit at last year's
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leader of the group, has FO 80, seasoned spinners Mutiah Muralitharan and_ Upul his frustration in public if Bayernor | , .. by suggesting that he was a Real Madrid's Roberto Carlos and samba for which Brazilian soccer is The week's other games have
wrf)te. Gabriel Meluk in El Tiempo, SCIRRE?)OA?]?}, ) N - Germany are under par but Wa'S better coach than his counterpart Carlos ~ Barcelona's Ronaldinho will again be ~ famous. . Ecuador (three points) hosting Peru
POlntl.Ilg 01.1'[ th?t th.e coach ‘had ESL;;‘;;:;;EHZIQHZO‘S;‘L:::da;‘y international between notably downbeat after Germa.ny S | Alberto Parreira. unavailable because of injury. Argentina travel to the steamy (four) in Quito on Wednesday while on
promised his resignation on Friday NGLAND i laserara b 3-0 def?at by Euerean champions Uruguay have picked up six points in While Brazil didn't lose against Peru  Caribbean port of Barranquilla where  yesday Chile (4) are at home to
in the case of failure against el ; France in Gelsenkirchen. their three qualifiers so far and are third ~ 0N Sunday, drawing was just as bad for  they face a Colombian side still looking  paraguay (6) and Venezuela (3) take on
rauss cand b Fernando " . : . . e ) )
Venezuela. Vaughan b Fernando 2 My 'J'0b m g.oal' is difficult in the single South American group, most fans. N for their first points and reeling from a  pgivia (3) in Maracaibo.

"For the sake of dignity and the ghznl;a:]: gwood ¢ and 3? enou.gh, Kahn 1n51ste$l to the although their defeat was an by an As Brazilians returnfed to work  humiliatinghome defeat against outsid- Venezuela, the only South American
common good and for the simple 1:/ ala; ntoff c Sangakkara E Munich newspaper TZ. "I cannot emphatic 4-1 against Paraguay. Monday, the World champion'slacklus-  ersVenezuela on Saturday. team never to have played at a World
elegance of not going back on his | ciarke b work on all fronts all the time. I have Brazil, second behind Argentina on  ter play and criticism of coach Parreira Colombia are expecting beleagured Cup, have an excellent chance to build
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