DHAKA TUESDAY NOVEMBER 18, 2003

Al

CULTURE

@he Baily Star

=l
‘/’\‘

RECOMMENDATIONS

Show
November 14-23

pmeveryday.

Exhibition

Without Qualities'

Art and Sculpture

A 10-day-long art and sculpture
exhibition of six contemporary
artists, titled Appointment, is going
on at the Shilpangan Gallery. The
show is open for all from 10 am to 9

November 18-December 15
Aphotography exhibition titled 'Man

by Matthias

Wanhner in the exhibition hall of the
Goethe Institut will be inaugurated
on November 18 at6:00 pm.

DramaLlane

Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.

(Evening show at7:00 pm
Morning show at11:00am)

Group Plays Date
Theatre Balad 18
(Arambag)
Muktamancha Shurjomukho 19
Theatre
Theatre Meraj 20
(Baily Road)  Fakirer Ma
Natyadal Bakkal 21
(Morning)
Drishyapot  Narak Guljar 21
(Evening)
Abayab Karnakatha 22
Natyadal

French-German

Film Festival

Goethe Institut and Alliance Francaise
are holding a joint French-German film
festival from November 16 in celebration
of the 40th anniversary of the signing of
the French-German Treaty of
Friendship. The festival endeavours to
project the spirit of this treaty, namely a
lasting friendship and closeness
between the two cultural nations. The
schedules are as follows:

Warrior Goethe Nov. 20 at 3 pm
Institut (GI)

Black Box Gl Nov. 18at3pm

Germany Nov. 20at7 pm

1Amin Gl Nov.18at7pm
Gl Nov. 19at7pm
AF Nov.19at10:30am

The Perfect Gl
Guy

Nov. 18 at 3 pm
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Academy Award winning
actress Nicole Kidman smiles at
the American Cinematheque
Awards in Beverly Hills,
California, where she was
honored by American
Cinematheque with its 18th
annual award for being an
extraordinary artist in the
entertainment industry.

Book launching

"Under the bridges of
Paris with you"

Abu Sufian's "Pariser Pothey Pothey" launched
at Alliance Francaise

FAyzA HAQ

T the recent launching of Abu
Sufian's book "Pariser Pothey
Pothey" at Alliance Francaise,

Ataus Samad, editor of the weekly
"Ekhon" said that he had tried to
compare Abu Sufian's novels with his
columns in different newspapers.
Samad said that Abu Sufian had done
injustice to himself. He said thathe had
got the writer's reflections but not
quite the image of Paris which a reader
might look for in the book. Samad
added, "Abu Sufian should have taken
more time over the writing. Compared
to 'Deshey Bideshey' written by Syed
Mujtaba Ali, the book suffers. In the
first 40 pages that I've read there are

culture unless one actually goes
abroad.

"Abu Sufian begins his story by a
description of how someone came to
his house in Dhaka and gave him some
tips about Paris: these tips really don't
work in the end because no amount of
tipping can prepare you for an experi-
ence like this. He goes away with an
open mind, and that's very interesting;
he goes there on alearning mission; he
knows he'll have problems and the
book is a series of faux pas that he
commits and he laughs at his own
expense. It's sometimes at his wife's
expense; the kind of dialogue between
the husband and wife when they are
lost and find themselves in the wrong
place and the wrong time, the wife

gross typographical errors so that
'Mona Lisa' has become 'Meno Lisa';
this book will surely go to many hands
including that of even children: what
will be their first impression of Paris?
However, the prose is good but I hope
the writer doesn't turn into a 'smart'
writer."

Dr.Syed Manzoorul Islam, well-
known writer and professor of English,
DU, commenting on the book,said,
"This is basically a travelogue of some-
one who has gone to Paris, and wan-
ders about on the road to Paris, and on
the streets of Paris, both terms having
symbols: one being the approach to
the whole big city, the metropolis
which is the cultural centre of the west,
and secondly that it's an outsider's
view of the city in which the writer
sometimes gets lost. The interesting
part is that the entire travel takes part
in winter, which is not a travel-friendly
season. In addition to wearing the
warm clothes, which keeps him from
the cold, he lugs a huge suitcase with
him. Abu Sufian's big luggage is a fun
thing; that is the cultural statement
that he makes that when one comes
from Bangladesh, how much you carry
of your own culture, and how much

sometimes says,
'Why did you bring
me here?' and
there ensues the
typical husband-
wife conversation
that ensues, trying
to blame each
other butin jest. At
the end, it's not
that they blame
each other but
rather they share
the whole funny
experience."

Dr Islam added,
"The author writes
in a very lucid
language and is
definitely articu-
late; he has a sense
of cutting wit and
humour (wit being
an intelligent
understanding of
fun, while humour is the ability to
laugh at and things and people: it
involves rough-and tumble). He has
the ability of making fun of himself
and makes statements which shows
that he is understanding the prob-
lems and at the same time he is aware
that he has alot to learn. This element
runs throughout the book; Abu Sufian
sometimes invites the reader to get
lost with him and to have the pleasure
of discovering the same place again
and again."

Dr Islam continued to say, "An-
other thing that he does is that he
makes a comparative studies of
culture of Bangladesh and France,
but not in a systematic manner: it has
a tongue-in-cheek approach using
the flashback technique at times. He
makes comparison in terms of the
lifestyle of the people: food habits,
clothesliving patterns etc. Sometimes
he realizes that he is making a socio-
logical observation that is never given
as a theory but just an observation
that he laughs out. Thus the element
of laughter is important in this book.
He wants his readers to laugh: he
wants to laugh at himself: his wife and
he laugh at each other and at the end

Abu Sufian

Philippe Nicaise, Director of
Alliance Francaise, and the chief
guest on the occasion, said, '"Along
the Streets of Paris' talks about the
city where I live in. Paris is not the
'City of lights' butit's also a city that is
constantly changing and evolving.
There is not only one Paris, but there
are tens and hundreds of them.
Everyone can choose and discover the
oneheorsheprefers."

Nicaise added, " The fact that it's
written by a journalist is quite impor-
tant because he can provide us with a
specific view on the subject. As I have
said before, there is not only one
single Paris but many of them. That
leads us to the fact that there are
different views regarding this
amazing city."

Thirty-two-year old Abu Sufian,
speaking for himself, said "Pariser
Pothey Pothey', is based on my
three-week trip to Paris with my
wife. We were supposed to be in
Paris for a week but stayed on there
longer, abandoning other destina-
tions, as we were so fascinated by
the French capital. I didn't face
financial problems, as such, as I'd
planned to stay in Europe for 47
days.I'd taken leave from my news-
paper office, 'Prothom Alo’', and,
incidentally, had the misfortune to
be attacked by muggers with weap-
ons repeatedly. I made my wife put
some of her luggage under her
clothes, so that she appeared preg-
nant; and eventually we got the
sympathies of all passersby. The
French excursion was an unforget-
table one indeed and I hope my
narrative will bring pleasure to my
readers."

Taleya Rehman of
"Democracywatch”" and wife of
Sahfiq Rehman, editor of
"Jaijaideen", had high praises for
the book, published by Saeed Bari.
Most guests at the function made a
great dash for the book, as its price
was Tk 100; moreover, most people
welcome a comic vein of writing,
being blasé with the relatively
humdrum existence of Dhaka.

Heart to heart

ELITA KARIM

HE would probably give grace and poise a

different meaning all together. With her

simple beauty, artistic mind and polished
charm, she enhances the culture of this country
through her work and actions. 'I hope to create
dancers of the top most class, who will eventually
shine in our country.' Her confidence glows within
and reflects her surroundings as well.

Munmun Ahmed is an established dancer, having
achieved this position after years of learning, hard
work and perseverance. She began to show an inter-
est in this art form at a very early age. In 1978,
Munmun began to take Kathak lessons from Syed
Abul Kalam. 'T left for India in 1987, right after my
High School exams.' she recounts. 'T studied at the
Ram Bharatia Kala Kendra under Ram Mohan
Maharaj and Raj Kumar Sharma. Finally in Delhi
Kathak Kendra, I was guided by Pandit Birju Maharaj
intheyear1989.'

After providing an account of her dance masters
and guides, she also speaks alittle about her daughter
Aparajita, who keeps roaming about her mother with
a bunch of questions regarding her English home-
work. 'Aparajita had done a solo performance at the
age of seven', she beams with pride, while she helps
with the homework. Would she want her daughter to
follow her mother's footsteps? 'I wouldn't want to
force anything on her now. She is still very young, and
I'teach her the art just as I teach many other children
herageand older thanher.' She says.

Going back to her learning days in India, she says
that she had participated in a number of festivals
there. 'Thad performed at the Youth Festival in Delhi,
Trivandrum Festival in Trivandrum, Kalka Brindabin
festival at Kolkata and the Sachya Ganga Utsav in
Benaras. Actually our final exams consisted of vari-
ous kinds of performances, and reporters and several

To define grace...

Munmun Ahmed up-close

artistes came to watch the exam. Later on, they would
recommend us for these festivals.'

Munmun Ahmed had also played the lead in the
tele-film Woh din Asmaani and has been the subject
of a Yoga film serial in India, not to mention her
performances in various dance dramas.

Does she like to stay decked up even when she is
not in public? 'What should I say to that?' she laughs.
'Well, Ilike to spruce up a bit whenever I am going out
somewhere.'

Munmun Ahmed has represented Bangladesh in
many international cultural conferences. 'I have
thoroughly enjoyed my trips oversees. I had gone to
Pakistan on one such occasion and surprisingly got a
scope to experiment with my art forms once again. It
was a four day programme, and I performed four
different dance forms for an hour each day.' she says
with asmile.

'It's really otherwise in our country. You wouldn't
believe the number of professional and dedicated
artistes in our country, who don't get a chance to
experiment with or portray their art properly.
Instead, alotis spent to bring dance artistes from the
neighbouring countries, which is nothing but pro-
motional hype.' She says firmly. 'In fact, the attitude
towards dance has to develop more amongst the
people here. It is surprising when '"TV-ad' models
with pretty faces are given more preference than
young dancers themselves, when it comes to any big-
time cultural programme in Bangladesh. How can
you expect someone to convey the intricate expres-
sions, by someone who has neverhad any training ?'
sheremarks.

Does she have any plans for Eid? 'Well nothing
extensive for sure. Surprisingly, I haven't received
any kind of offer to any Eid special programmes,
which is anormal trend around this time of the year."
She quips in. 'But, other than that, I have begun my
shopping for my family and myself. Everything is so

Munmun's dramatic posture during a dance

expensive now.'

How does Munmun keep up with so many things
happening around her? 'Well, I begin my day with my
morning walk at Shangshad Bhaban, after which I
come back home and get my daughter ready for
school and give break fast to the family. I normally
practice for two hours every day. After that I cook for
the day and get set to go to the two schools where I
teach. Nowadays, many schools of the English
medium have made it a point to have compulsory
dance classes for children. I really appreciate this
thought, since this will keep the kids fit both physi-
callyand mentally.' She grins.

Eid special

Drama: Prima Tomalkey

CULTURE DESK

RAMA  Prima Tomakey is
written by Tazin Halim and
directed by Afzal Hossain and
will be telecast on the second day of Eid at
3:30 pm on Channel i. Starring Afzal
Hossain, Mou, Nobel and Deepa
Khondokar, the drama shows Ashique

manage time for the shifting. Prima
gets annoyed and Ashique tells her to
take Shishir's help. Handsome and
smart Shishir works at Ashique's
office . Prima and Shishir look for a
new house together. Gradually
Shishir falls for Prima. His sister
Shaili comes to know about it and
says in amazement, 'How is it possi-

and Prima as a happy couple. Prima ble? She is a happily married

wants to shift to a better house . But woman..'

Ashique is too busy with his job to Afzal and Mou as they appear in Prima Tomakey
Kareena Kapoor (L), British actor Hugh
Esha Doel (C) gnd Grant poses with
Ral?ee Ml.ther]ee R) German actress
smile during the Heike Makatsch (L)
trre;eis:fﬁ the sound- and Laura Linney of

c! e movie f

" Ine OF Controf" In the US, recently in

Bombay. The 1999
Kargil conflict between
India and Pakistan
which claimed 1,000
lives, is a big-budget
movie starring some
of the most famous
names in

Munich during the

German Premiere of

the movie " Love

Actually " by British

director Richard

Curtis. The comedy
& will be seen on

il S German screens
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