The Baily Star

CULTURE

DHAKA SUNDAY NOVEMBER 9, 2003

! m

RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

October 17-November 12
Gallery Dhrupad holds a group art
exhibition titled  'Rhythm in
nature' of sixty renowned artists
of Bangladesh at the gallery
premises. The show will remain
open from 10 am to 9 pm daily.

Art Exhibition

November7-17

The 4th art exhibition by Charu
Pancham is being held at Alliance
Franciase. The display will be
open forall from 5pmto 8 pm.

SABBIR CHOWDHURY

producing countries in the world,

though recently, the number of
annual film productions has decreased
a lot. The names that made the Italian
cinema famous all over the world are no
longer there, but the contemporary
filmmakers are making their presence
felt with prestigious productions.
Vittorio de Sica, Roberto Rossellini,
Luchino Visconti, Federico Fellini,
Michelangelo Antonioni, Pier Paolo
Pasolini, and the likes made the Italian
cinemarenowned and prestigious.

The glory days of the Neo-Realism of
the Italian cinema of the 1940s and
early 1950s were over by the 1960s, but
Fellini, Antonioni, Pasolini, and
Bernardo Bertolucci, either continued
or started making films in the 1960s. In

I TALY is one of the leading film-
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Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.

(Evening show at7:00 pm
Morning show at11:00 am)

Group Plays Date merely three years' time died the

stalwarts of the Italian cinema - de Sica
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(1906-1977) thus, leaving a vacuum
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up. Butitwasn't quite the same.
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Salvatores are actively making films.
Most of these filmmakers started
making their first films much earlier,

Goethe Institut and Alliance Francaise are holding a joint French-German film festival
from November 16 in celebration of the 40th anniversary of the signing of the French-
German Treaty of Friendship. The festival endeavours to project the spirit of this
treaty, namely a lasting friendship and closeness between the two cultural nations.
The schedules are as follows:

The Princess and the Warrior Alliance Francaise ~ November 16 at 7pm

Goethe Institut November 20 at 3 pm
Black Box Germany Goethe Institut November 18 at3 pm
November20at7 pm
The State|AmIn Alliance Francaise  November 16 at10:30 am
Goethe Institut November 18at7 pm
Crazy Alliance Francaise ~ November 17 at10:10am
Goethe Institut November 19at7 pm
Tosca Goethe Institut November 17 at7 pm
Alliance Francaise ~ November19at10:30am

Alliance Francaise
Goethe Institut

November 16 at 7pm
November 18 at 3 pm
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and some of them got critical acclaims
before. They were making positive
impressions about the Italian cinema
outside Italy among the critics and
audience alike. They also bagged quite
a good number of prizes in the interna-
tional film circuits.

Zahir Raihan Film Society will
screen some Italian films of the most
recent times. Six films will be shown in
the ongoing series of film sessions
focusing on the European cinema.
Films from one particular country will
be presented each month. In the first
series, these Italian films will be pro-
jected on 9th, 10th and 11th November,
eachdayat3:30p.m.and 6:00 p.m.

#Pinoccifh

Roberto Benigni's Pinocchio is the
most recent film adaptation of Carlo
Collodi's classic tale of the wild adven-
tures of Pinocchio, the wooden puppet
that comes magically to life. At the same
time he enjoys the guidance from the
beautiful Blue Fairy and the love of his
father Gepetto. Starring the same

French-German Film Festival Breaking new grounds

award winning cast of Life Is Beautiful
Benigni himself as Pinochhio and
Nicoletta Braschi as the Blue Fairy the
filmis a celebration oflife.

Bernardo Bertolucci started his
filmmaking career in the early 1960s
starting as an assistant to poet filmmak-
er Pasolini. Then he made some excel-
lent films like The Spider's Stratagem,
Before the Revolution, The Conformist,
Last Tango in Paris, La Luna, The Last
Emperor, and Little Buddha. Stealing
Beauty is Bertolucci's 1996 film that
deals with the coming of age story of 19
year-old Lucy, who comes from the
USA to the beautiful Tuscany to con-
summate her romance with the Italian
boywith whom she fell in love with four
years earlier and to discover the iden-
tity of her father through the clues in
herlateartist mother's diary.

Il Postino (The Postman), a film
made inItalian by the British filmmaker
Michael Radford, is the story of bum-
bling mailman Mario, who is deeply in
love with the most beautiful woman in
town and who's too shy to tell her about
his feelings. But life becomes easier for
him when Pablo Neruda comes to the
town to stay for some time. Neruda, one

of the greatest poets of love, teaches his
mail-deliverer disciple the power of
words to express his feelings and also
the power of love to win over the obsta-
cles.

Giuseppe Tornatore is the
acclaimed maker of films like Cinema
Paradiso, A Pure Formality and The Star

Contemporary Italian film scenario

Zahir Raihan Film Society screens six recent Italian films
at the Alliance Francaise of Dhaka
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THE POSTMAN

Maker. Cinema Paradiso is one of the
most popular and best loved Italian
films of all time. It also won innumera-
ble awards all over the world. Malena, a
film released in 2000, is an utterly
unforgettable story of a boy's journey
into manhood amid the chaos and
intolerance of the WWIL In a small
Sicilian town he gets attracted to
Malena (Monica Bellucci), the most
beautiful young woman in the neigh-
bourhood, who becomes the subject of
increasingly malicious gossip among
the lustful townsmen and their jealous
wives. But only her most ardent
admirer, our young hero Renato Amor-
oso, will learn the untold true story of
the mysterious and elusive Malena.

Bread and Tulips is a film by Silvio
Soldini, that won nine film awards of
Italian National Syndicate in 2001.
Rosalba, a bored dutiful housewife,
finds herself separated from her hus-
band and children. Virtually penniless,
she finds a place to stay in a cheap, run-
down hotel and makes friendship with
a waiter who serves her cold food. This
gives her an opportunity to look back to
her life and discover herself. Set at the
backdrop of beautiful Venice, it is a
thought-provoking and eye-opening
film.

Gianni Amelio's Lamerica is a
haunting story about the realities of
mass migration told with documen-
tary-like sweep. Two Italian scam
artists try to survive the harsh realities
of post-communist Albania, butends in
joining the flood of refugees escaping to
Italy.

Sabbir Chowdhury, a film activist, teaches in the
Department of English at Jahangiragar University,
Dhaka.
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Indian singer Asha Bhosle (R)
cooks 'kheema' (minced lamb),
during a cookery demonstration at
the Uppercrust Food Festival in
Bombay on November 07, as the
owner of Uppercrust magazine
Farzana Contractor (L) looks on.
Bhosle, famous as a playback
singer for Hindi movies, also owns
a restaurant in Dubai and markets
Indian curry pastes and marinades
around the world.
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Rock phantasm

Aurthohin: Souls of old rock...with
rhythm of new generation

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

ORMED from the ashes of the

former 'Shumon O Aurthohin'

of 1999, emerged a funk-metal
band Aurthohin. The line-up until now
altered a lot in anticipation before they
had their dream team under the lime
light. Their permanent standard rock
pentagon now features a stylishly
progressive and melodic bass player
Shumon, the mastermind behind the
band who is also the principal song-
writer and the lead singer; Piklu, a lead
guitarist not afraid to shoot his funk
flavoured notes. The fresh recruits
Shishir from dNA--the other guitarist
plus keyboard man, Rafa from Kral--
the all-new vocalist, and finally a very
energetic drummer Shuvo keeping the
beats alive.

The theme of their work this far was
stated by Shumon as 're-incarnation of
the old rock music'--the ideology to
bring back '80s rock to present days. In
addition, the message they want to
pass to the next generation musicians
is 'do good quality music for maximum
audible pleasure', remarks Shuvo.

The band has a huge array of influ-
ences, starting from Megadeth with
Marty Friedman days, Dream Theatre,
U2 to even the oldies pop of Simon and
Garfunkel.

Mentioning about their genre of
music, Shumon explains, as they
compose and perform the different
variety of tunes from progressive to soft
rockand metalto pop, all these ingredi-
ents assorted to bake the cake and
topped with the funk style icing brings
out the big tray of one word that they all
smirkedto, 'Rock'.

They mention of their 2nd album
Biborton making unbelievable record
both home and abroad. The sole album

N

The band seen jamming at Studio Bass

became Best Seller of2001-2002 in New
York, Jackson Heights on release.

Shumon, as an artist and recordist
says, 'Within limited resources, we are
quite happy with our recordings,
although the guitar riff tones from the
studios need to improve. Hoping that
with the advanced CD features and
quality from the recording labels, the
sound should perk up.

They made positive remarks saying,
'the present music scenario is escalat-
ing with the new recording facilities
and the new sets of bands coming out
in the industry, namely Nemesis the
rock band, dNA, Reborn and Kral from
the metal side; Dripping Gore from the
death metal bands and Breach from the
alternative rock side.' Aurthohin shows
high hopes and feels these new comers
making turmoil in our music industry
will catapult a great talent show.

When asked about other contribu-
tors to the band, they name Jewel from

The new generation rock band

Miles as the unconditional supporter
of the team.

'Every band has some shortcomings
and shocking phases to deal with',
continues the band as they mention of
the sudden jaw injury Shumon experi-
enced. 'Butitis God's grace that he has
revived from such pain and can sing
oncemore'.

There were big smiles on their faces
as they were asked to comment on
views expressed by the older genera-
tion of fathers and mothers about the
‘current music' as more of visual
entertainment with heavy music
replacing soothing songs and lyrics
from the past.

Theband made some points clearer.
'This situation of controversy will never
change. We probably will feel the same
about our kids listening to music of
their generation as below standard
amusementand that music done in our
times would simply seem the best. This
cyclic notion of choices will continue
till the end of mankind', they grin to an
end.

The five member rockers are pushing
yet another new compilation Dhrubok
thatranges from progressive rock to pop
and all the way to heavy metal--a new
breed of album for almost all categories
of music listeners. The songs are
expected to be filled with classy bass
lines, matured guitar and keyboard
tones, thrashy vocals and 200 bpm of
incredible druwms. The album is
expected to come out by the 3rd week of
November from G-Series. Aurthohin
believes that the music level of the new
comers in the band will be assessed as
soon as this much-awaited album hits
the market.

New Zealand-born, Australian film
director Jane Campion arrives for
the premier of her new movie "In
The Cut" in Sydney, on November
6. Campion, best known for her
movie "The Piano," directed and
did the screenplay for her latest
work which stars Meg Ryan is
about a serial killer.
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