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Iraq offices

Guerillas kill 2
US paratroopers,
American
warplanes batter
Saddam's
hometown

AGENCIES, Raghdad

The International Committee of the
Red ‘Cross| (ICRC) is temporarily
closing its offices in Baghdad and
the southern! Iragi ¢ity of' Basra

following the bomb attack on its.

headquarters in the capital last
month; aspokesman said vesterday,
Insurgerits meanwhile killed 'two
US paratroopers and wounded
another west of Baghdad yesterday
asthe US military ¢racked down on
residents of Saddam Hussein's
hometown afteérguerillas shot down
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

PHOTO: AFP

US soldiers take position in frant of a burning Bradlay fighting vehicie following an attack on the highway overlook-
ing Fallujah, 50 kmwest of Baghdad, which killed two US soldiers and injured one yesterday.

Fresh raids to
rescue Jamal
end in vain

STAFF Lonm:wtmm{m. Crg

Law enlorcers raided Fatikchhari,
Boalkhali, Betbunia and Anwara
upazilas in Chittagong in the last
two daysinabidtoresciic abducted
tyeoon Jamal Uddin Ahmed
Chowdhury.

"We vonducted the maids after
contact with' source petwork was
reestablished recently,” Superin-
tendent of Police of Chittagong
Mahbubur Hahman said yesterday.

Search operation pot a new
impetus after Jamal's wife Nazma
Chowdhury and sons met Prime
Minister Khaleda Zialastweek.

Herhusband could be rescued if
the government acts seriously
without fitrther delay, Nazma told
The DailyStaryesterday,

"I believe. my: husband is. still
alive, He was abducted for political
reasons rather than for ransom.
Abductors and ' their godfather will

SEE'PAGE 11 COL 5

Free movement of

media men to top
Delhi Saarc talks

RAFIQ HASAN

Free movement ofmedia personnel
and formation of a Saarc regional
media forum and'a media develop-
ment fundwill dominate the discus-

sion at the third Saarc information

ministers conference to ba held in
New Delhithiswveek.

Information Minister Tariqul
Islam will lead a three-member
delegation to'the conference 1o be
held from November 11-12, sources
said.

The first Saarc (South Asian
Assogiation for Regional
Cooperation) information minis-

ter's conferénce was held in Dhaka
i1 1998 where a plan of action on
information ‘and media was
adopted.

The Dhaka plan of action ident-
fied a number of other activities 1o
beundertakenbythe memberstates
to ensure iree flow of information
through newspapers, periodicals,
books andother publications,

It also stressed increased co-
operation amoeng news agencies of
Saarc countries, easier travel ruleg
for media people within the region,
regular exchange of TV/radio
programmes and media training;

The second meeting held in

Islamabad in March 2002 reviewed
the plan of actions adopted in
Dliaka: The meeting also proposed
tosetupaSaarc media development
fund to promoie media linkage
within the region, evolve a tegipnal

media forum and establish a Saarc |

information centre.

An expert group recently met in
Islamabad to. work out techinical
aspects of the centre and its report
will be: discussed at the upcoming
miinisterial conference in New
Delhi.

The issue of the information

centre: also: figured prominently
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Misuse of VGE
cards reported
in monga-hit
N-districts

ANWAR ALY, Parbatipur

Misappropriation of relicf materials
by corrupt local administrations in
collusion with union level uling
BNP-leaders is seriously thwarling
reliel distribution efforls in the
maongg-hitareas of the north:

Even a weekiong effort by four
ministers and five additonal secre-
taries to institute a sound telief
distributieri'has done little to check
the pilferage of relief.

So far, at least 60 relief distribu-
tarsincluding. five government
officials have been arrested or are

facing action for misappropriation |

of relief, but the situation remains a
farcry frombeingaceeptable.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Notice

Today's: issue: carries a 16-page,
four-colour supplement on the
outstanding performers;in the O
& A level examinations of 2002-
2003 sessions, Read the free
attractive supplement to know
about the nation-builders: of
tOmOITow.

Announcement

In pur constant effort to serve our
readers better, we are embellish-
ing the editorial content of the
paper, The Op-Ed page, hitheto
making: three weekly appear-
ances under the title Focus has
been renamed Point-
Courtterpoing and -will appear
everyday of the week, starting
fromMonday, November 10.
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ed Cross shuts

US closes
mission
in KSA

UK citizens in

Bahrain on alert
REUTERS; Riyadh.

Washington's decision to-shut its
embassy in Saudi Arabia was based
onfreshinformation aboutmilitants!
plansinthe kingdom and followed a

‘call o target Western “crusadets,”

diplomatssaidvesterday.

The US embassy in Riyadh and
its consulates inthe coastal cities of
Jeddah and Dhahran were all closed
on Saturday - a working day in/the
Guilf -- after what the United States
said was credible information "ter-
rorists" were about o strike,

Its'wamning to US citizens in the
kingdom: followed' raids’ in Which
five militants suspected of links to

SEE PAGE 11 .COL 1

FRIGATE CASE

HC judge feels
embarrassed
to hear petition
for quashment

SUPREME COURT CORRESPONDENT

A High Court judge yesterday felt
embarrassed to hear the petition for
quashing the proceedings of the
frigate purchase graft case against
former prime minister Sheikh
Hasina, -

The petitionunder Section561-A
of the Code of Criminal Frocedure
was: filed with a division bench
comprising Justice Khademul Islam
Chowdhury and Justice Jinat Ata.

Justice Jinat Ara felt embamassed
to pass any order aceording to merit
of the case and the bench became

SEEPAGE 11 COL G

NAIMUL HAQ and BINDU SAHA

After midnight, the emergency
services at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) become unimag-
nably bad.

Severely injured,. heavily bleed-
ing:patients, often from road acei-
dents, are keptwaiting till surgeons,
anaesthetists and other staff are
readytooperate

With only a handful of common
drugs, only one emergency medical
officer, one functioning 'operating
theatre, one anaesthetist and a few
ward boys and nurses the emer-
-gency department of the country’s

| SECOND EDITION
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biggest ahd busiest hospital soug-
gles tocope with the rush of patients
inurgentneed oftreatment.
Grievously injured patients
arrive from far and wide of the city
alimost every minute; but the hospi-

tal apparently lacks all ‘means of

responding.

Atypical incident: at 2:49 a.m. a
36-year-nld man hacmunhagmg
from undemeath his lungi amives.
His' penis is partially severed. The
emergency medical officer, Dr

Sarwar, sends. him' to the mnain

casualtyward, 31,
The man, Imam Hossain, is
helped to walk the entire distance,
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Midnight nightmare
at DMCH

despite his injury, becauseno trolley
canbefoundtocarryhim.

After reaching the' crowded,
rank-smelling ward, he can find no-
one to attend to him.

About 10 minutes later two
intern 'doctors furn up te examine
him.

"Oh God, please save me. I'm
dying. Somebody please help,” he
criesin agony.

Other patients are also scréam-
ing for help, But the two young
medicsflop onto chairsin the centre
ofthedirty, dingyward.

The man, an electrician from

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

power

CoURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court hasasked the govern-
ment to seize the power of a métro-
politan magistrate for passing
unlawful ordersinacriminal case.

Metropolitan Sessions Judge Md
Matiur Rahman Thursday issued the
order against Magistrate: Shafig
Anwar for passing imegular, illegal
and- arbitrary orders on a bail peti-
tion toan accusedina criminal case.

The order came upon a criminal
revision by the accused on
November 3. Copies of the order
have ben sent to the chiefmetropol-
itan magistrate and the secretary of
the establishment ministry,

Court orders seizure
of magistrate's

The judge said in his order one
Abed Hossain Mukul filed a/criminal
case with the Court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate, Dhaka on
August 26 against one Mohammad
Ali alias Jinnah on charge of non-
paymentof Tk 181akh,

The court took the case into
cognisance and issued a warrant of
arrestagainst the aceused. The court
also asked the accused to appear
before it on December 6.
Meanwhile, the case was transferred
10 Magistrate Shafig Anwar for trial,

though the time fixed for appear-

ance oftheaccused - December b --
didnotexpite.
SEEPAGE 11 COL 3

2 youths shot
dead, 2 more
hurt in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two young men were shot dead in
Mohammadpur and Badda and two
athers suffered bulletwounds when
unidentified gunmenopenedfiteon
them in front of Dhaka College last
night,

Saiful Islam; 30, died after his
friends  allegedly shot him point
blank at Maddhyapara in Khilkhet,
Badda at around 9:00 last night. Just
two hours later, Ejaj, 24, was shot
dead at Salimullah Road in
Mohammadpur.

Saiful, a driver, was declared
dead by doctors after locals rushed
him to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCHj at about 10:00pm.
He received four bullets in his legs
and ul.herpans ofhishudy. /

SEE PAGE 11 CoL £

Call Centre
Lasy Pay
Phonebanking

IBENAC: Night
Banlietity

HSBC's global expertise and local understanding have enabled us to offer you technological products and quality services.
Our new service "Day and Night Banking' is.a complete solution to your banking nieeds.

Call 011 88HSBC (4722)

ATM
Customer Service Centre

For more information:

HSBC <»

Theworld's local bank

et ety £ e il il

CreditCard i
www.hsi;_c.cm_n.bﬂ

www:hshe.com.bd




