The Baily Star

2

DHAKA SATURDAY NOVEMBER 8, 2003

Withdraw remaining
security camps,
CHT leaders demand

NuURrUL ALAM, Chittagong

The process of packing up over 400
temporary security camps from the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) has
remained stalled for over two and a half
years after their partial withdrawal.

Indigenous leaders in the CHT say
this shows civiladministration is yet to be
established in the region.

Security officials however said the
camps were not removed just to ensure
public security in the CHT against the
backdrop offresh flare up of unrest.

They mentioned that more than 70
camps were withdrawn as per orders
from the higher authorities to honour the
peace accord signed between the gov-
ernment and the Parbattya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity (PCJSS) on
December2,1997.

About 6,000 security personnel were
pulled out of the camps till 2000 following
the accord ending two decades of insur-
gencyintheregion.

All temporary camps of army, Ansar
and Village Defence Party (VDP) in the
CHT were supposed to be withdrawn in
phases, sources said.

The peace accord provides for per-
manent cantonments at the headquar-
ters of the three CHT districts --
Rangamati, Khagra-chhari and
Bandarban.

Meanwhile, indigenous leaders
including PCJSS chief Jyotirindra
Bodhipriya Larma alias Shantu Larma
continue to press for withdrawal of the

camps toimplement of the peace accord.

Larma, also chairman of the CHT
Regional Council, renewed his call for
withdrawal of the camps when the
general officer commanding (GOC),
Chittagong, made a courtesy call on him
athis office recently, official sources said.

"As per our estimates, 31 camps were
withdrawn during the Awami League
rule. So far as we know, no camps packed
up after the BNP-led alliance took over...
Rather, the government has increased
the number of camps," the PCJSS chief
told this correspondent.

Another indigenous leader, Upendra
Lal Chakma, said "We signed peace
accord to lead a normal life under civil
administration but we still find domina-
tion of security forces over the CHT
authorities."

Upendra, former chairman of the
ethnic refugee welfare and rehabilitation
association, went on, "We want immedi-
ate withdrawal of security camps from
CHT to establish rule of the civil adminis-
tration."

A section of the dominant Chakmas
took up arms in mid-70s demanding
autonomy and expulsion of Bangla-
speakingsettlers from the CHT.

The insurgency left at least 2500 dead
till the accord was signed, an estimate
said. However, some estimates put the
number higher.

US cold-shoulders

FROM PAGE 1

Processing Zones Authority (Bepza),
and Abul Kalam Azad, economic
minister of Bangladesh embassy in
Washington, were the other members
onthedelegation.

A source close to the delegation
said the government should make
serious efforts to convince US officials
that the three years' time is indeed
necessary to impart special training to
some 1.3lakh workers of the six EPZs to
safeguard rights of both workers and
investors.

So far, some 13,000 workers at the
six EPZs located in Dhaka, Chittagong,
Syedpur, Ishwardi, Comilla and
Mongla have been given the special
training.

Washington has threatened to
cancel the GSP unless TU activities are
allowed in the EPZs by January next
year. Under the GSP, Bangladesh
exports to the US market currently
fetch some $40 million annually.

Delegation sources claimed they
were able to convince the AFLCIO
leaders about the need for more time
to complete the workers' training
programme, but the USTR officials
were yet not convinced. This has led
officials at the labour ministry to fear
that the government might not be able
to salvage the situation after all.

The sources also pointed out that

Washington's stiffness might have
been fuelled by Dhaka's refusal to
allow the Stevedoring Services of
America (SSA) to set up a private port
in Chittagong and also by the govern-
ment's indecision about the gas export
issue that the US has long been press-
ingfor.

US officials are also reportedly
annoyed because US investors hardly
get any preferential treatment when it
comes to investmentin Bangladesh.

The previous Awami League gov-
ernment had assured Washington that
trade unionism would be introduced
in the EPZs by 2003. The US ambassa-
dor in Dhaka Harry K Thomas also
expressed disappointment on several
occasions at the government's failure
tokeep that commitment.

The sources observed that in
addition to losing GSP facilities, Dhaka
may also miss the opportunity to avail
duty- and quota-free access of its
goods to US markets if trade unionism
at the EPZs is not allowed by January
2004.

On the other hand, foreign inves-
tors in the EPZs have been threatening
to withdraw their investments if trade
unionism is allowed without proper
training of the workers. They fear
losing their investments due to fre-
quentstrikes called by unruly workers.

Tigers torn apart
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Bangladesh has grown a custom to
flirting with disaster. But the freak-show
on Friday must top the list. Four wickets
fell with the score on 65. And obviously
there was noway back from thatpoint.

And then who could have expected
burly England all-rounder Andrew
Flintoff, who conceded 12 runs in his
first over, would return as the hero of the
match with avirtuoso performance.

Coming back from injury the giant
from Lancashire sparked the amazing
collapse to return with 4-19 in his 9.4
overs. The 25-year-old then knocked
the stuffing out of Bangladesh's bowl-
ing with a power-packed 55 as England
ran awaywith the contestin 25 overs.

But the morning was too good to be
true as opener Hannan and one-down
Habibul Bashar saw off the new ball
after the early departure of crowd
favourite Nafees Igbal.

The home boy looked comfortable
until making nine when he went for an
expansive drive offJames Anderson and
was smartly taken by Marcus
Trescothickin theslips.

Nafees' wicket hardly made a differ-
ence as Hannan and Bashar steadily but
surely rebuilt the innings. But what
followed after Bashar gloved one while
attempting a pull off Flintoff was sheer
irresponsibility on the part of the senior
batsmen.

Injections
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Latin America was not included in the
study forlack of data.

"Overuse of injections and unsafe
practices are still common in develop-
ing and transitional countries," accord-
ingtothe authors.

This combination "results in a major
route of transmission for hepatitis B
virus and hepatitis Cvirus. Other compli-
cations of unsafe injections include
infection with HIV, abscesses, septicae-
mia, malaria and viral haemorrhagic
fevers."

Lead authoris Yvan Hutin, amedical
officer at the WHO's Department of
Blood Safety and Clinical Technology.

Bangladesh, who were looking
relatively comfortable at 50-1, threw
their hard work away in a 14-ball hara-
kiri to the delight of Flintoffand left-arm
spinnerAshley Giles.

The Bangladesh batsmen's ambi-
tious attempts to pull and hook were the
chief reasons for the self-destruction as
the scoreboard slumped to a hopeless
situation from a promising two for 65.

Opener Hannan top scored with 30
before he offered an identical catch to
wicketkeeper Chris Read against the
samebowler.

Bangladesh crossed the hundred
mark thanks to a 34-run ninth wicket
stand between debutants Manjarul
Islam (18) and Jamal Uddin (18) and 36
for the last wicket between Jamal and
TapashBaisya (14).

The only excitement for the local
boys during England's chase came
when seamer Mushfiqur Rahman took
two wickets in two balls to dismiss
openers Vikram Solanki and
Trescothick (28).

Manjarul joined the brief party by
claiming England captain Michael
Vaughan with his third ball in interna-
tional cricket but the rest was a Flintoff
story.

Tandoor
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opposition Congress party, was said to
have killed his wife because he sus-
pected she was having an affair.

The grisly killing led to an eight-
year trial, one of the longest murder
trialsin New Delhi.

Court officials said the judge also
sentenced Keshav Kumar, who owned
the restaurant, to seven years rigorous
imprisonment for conspiring with
Sharma to burn Sahni's body. Kumar
has already served eight years in jail
during the trial, so will be freed.

The tandoor murder haunts the
Congress party and political foes are
widely expected to turn the issue into
an electoral plank to hit out at the
party during a state election in New
Delhiin December.

Anti-corruption
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only up to five workdays.

The parliamentary standing com-
mittee on the law, justice and parlia-
mentary affairs ministry is likely to
hold its meeting on November 16 to
recommend an amendment to the bill.

"It needs several sittings to scruti-
nise the amendment and the bill is
passed in parliament two days after
the parliamentary committee submits
its report with recommendations. So
the possibility of the bill being passed
inthe upcoming session is slim, butwe
are trying all out to finish it soon," the
minister said.

The amendment proposal includes
expansion of the commission's juris-
diction with incorporation of the
Foreign Exchange Act, 1947, the
Passport Act and the Customs Act to
empower the body to deal with cor-
ruption covered by the three acts.

An inter-ministerial meeting is
likely at the finance ministry today to
thrash out the embodiment of the acts
in the bill, sources said.

Formation of an independent anti-
corruption commission was high on
agenda of the ruling BNP's pre-poll
pledges. Two years on, uncertainty
still clouds an early implementation of
the pledge.

Although the parliamentary com-
mittee took up the bill for scrutiny, it
could not proceed much because of
the ministry's indecision over modifi-
cations of the bill.

Parliament rules say each standing
committee must meet at least once a
month, but it did not sit for over one
and ahalf monthsnow.

Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar did not
intervene either to hasten holding of
committee meetings.

Two cousins
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brokers, who frequented their houses,
locals said, adding that the brokers
mightbeinvolved in thekillings.

No case was filed and none
arrested till filing of this report at 9:30
lastnight.

Meanwhile, a young boy died at
Uttara Sector-4 yesterday when a
brick fell on his head from the rooftop
of a five-storey under-construction
building.

Zakaria, 10, who was walking along
road No. 14, died on the spot.

Uttara police recovered the body
at 2:00pm. The body was kept at the
police station till filing of this report in
the evening.

His mother Achhiya Begum said
Zakaria, ascavenger, was her only son.

Achhiya filed a case with Uttara
Police Station.

BNP deputy
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Lopa questioned the justification of
BTV's decision after the state-run media
accepted the revenue for the telecast of
the programme.

Four of the planned 11 episodes of
the 'lkra' were prepared for telecast
bringing together academics, social
workers, women representatives and
journalists along with presenters of
Islamic programmes in different televi-
sion channels.

ER Media sources said the BTV
decision coincided with another letter
received by the production house from
Arkanullah Haruni, a fist episode dis-
cussantofthe 'Tkra'".

Haruni alleged that he was person-
ally "affected" by appearing as a discus-
sant and asked the ER Media not to call
him again in any of their programmes.

Saddam, Laden
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Command chief General John Abizaid,
who commands US forces in the
Middle East, the covert force was
formed after the disbandment earlier
this year of two Special Operations
missions in Afghanistan and Iraq,
officials said.

Commanded by an Air Force briga-
dier general, Task Force 121 stream-
lines the effort to use information and
mount an attack, military officers told
the daily.

While details of the force remain
highly classified and the officials ques-
tioned by The New York Times declined
to discuss the rules under which it oper-
ates, they did say it had shown results by
getting close to Saddam -- they gave no
further details.

They said the force is made up of
Special Operations forces from the
Army, Navy and Air Force and is sup-
plemented by a large conventional
force, which can be called in to secure a
perimeter, create a diversion or supply
greater firepower than Task Force 121
iscapable of.

The covert force, the sources said,
came into being after commanders
realised they needed to streamline
operations and that the hunt for al-
Qaeda, Taliban and ex-Iraqi regime
members should not be restricted by
international borders.

The sources, however, did not
disclose whether the covert force
requires the permission of a foreign
government to operate inits territory.

The force was also created as an
antidote to concerns that the Iraq war
had detracted the US military's atten-
tion from capturing bin Laden and his
followers as well as Taliban leaders
such as Mullah Muhammad Omar.
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Residents of Lalbagh, Hazaribagh and Kamrangirchar agitate near the High
Court yesterday, demanding trial of the killers of 22-year-old Mohammad
Ripon, who was beaten dead on October 31.

20 ministries
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tees tolookinto the anomalies.

Abdul Alim, chairman of the commit-
tee, observed that irregularities and
corruptionwererampantin thesector.

The committee found irregularities in
implementation of different projects
under the energy, power and mineral
resources ministry and fake billing by the
Power Development Board and Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority. The commit-
tee on this ministry also observed similar
irregularities.

The Public Accounts Committee
raised allegations against the Roads and
Highways Department under the com-
munication ministry. Besides, the
parliamentary standing committee on
communication ministry raised allega-
tions of irregularities at the Bangladesh
Road Transport Corporation under the
ministry.

The Estimate Committee found gross
irregularities in different organisations,
including Rajuk, under the housing and
public works ministry and formed two
sub-committee to identify the irregulari-
ties.

The sub-committees are now investi-
gating the alleged irregularities and
corruption at Uttara Model Residential
City, Purbachal, Nikunja, Hatirjhil,
Jhilmil and construction of some roads
including Kamlapur to Sayedabad link
road and Gulshan Square to Pragati
Saranilinkroad.

Chairman of the committee Syed
Mehedi Ahmed Rumi termed it a huge
work and said the two sub-committees
took an additional two months to com-
pletetheirinvestigation.

The parliamentary standing commit-
tee on the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
affairs ministry observed that the minis-
try was performing poorly because of a
lack of coordination among its top
officials.

Even the deputy minister of the
ministry raised allegations of corruption
in the implementation of every project in
the CHT and has already threatened to
quitoffice.

The committee on the home ministry
expressed satisfaction at the perfor-
mance of the police administration and
the law and order, but recently it put
pressure on the police administration to
improve law and order. The committee
also criticised the alleged involvement of
police officialsin crimes.

The two parliamentary bodies on the
commerce and food ministries expressed
dissatisfaction at the performance of
these ministries over the price upswing of
essentials. They were also unhappy
about the ministries' failure to control
the market, saying some officials have
teamed up with unscrupulous traders to
manipulate the market.

The parliamentary body on the
religious affairs ministry observed that
because of the poor performance of the
ministry, encroachers have occupied a
large number of wagqfestates.

The parliamentary standing commit-
tee on the land ministry also observed
that encroachers have gobbled up acres
of land across the country, especially in
the metropolitan cities due to the irregu-
larities in allocation of khas land. A
section of officials of the ministry aided
and abetted the encroachers in the act, it
found.

Marble statues are being smuggled
out of museums due to the inefficiency
and negligence of the top officials of the
cultural ministry, the parliamentary
body on the ministry observed.

The fisheries and livestock ministry
could not present a paper before the
parliamentary committee on it and the
body blamed the low fish production on
the inefficiency of the top ministry
officials.

The committee also observed that
most of the funds are being used to pay
the consultants to different projects.
Allegations have also been raised against

the ministry in the appointment of the
consultants and purchases under the
third fisheries project.

The information ministry has failed
to restore credibility of Bangladesh
Television and Radio Bangladesh as top
officials are inefficient and irregular,
observed the parliamentary standing
committee on the ministry. The commit-
tee also questioned transparency in the
works of different organisations under
the ministry.

Allegations of corruption have been
raised against the liberation war affairs
ministry in the construction of Gulistan
complex and Moon Cinema Hall. It
formed a sub-committee to probe
allegations of irregularities in rent collec-
tion from Rajdhani Super Market.

The Drug Administration under the
health ministry has failed to rein in illegal
pharmacies across the country due to
corruption of the officials, observed the
parliamentary standing committee on
the ministry.

Different projects under the Water
Development Board and the water
ministry are not free from irregularities
and corruption, the parliamentary body
on the ministry made the observation
while reviewing the ongoing projects.

The parliamentary body on the
science and information and communi-
cation technology ministry alleged
corruption in the implementation of
DhakaNavo Theatre Project.

The parliamentary body on the
environment and forest ministry found
poor performance of the ministry
responsible for the unabated hill cutting.

Stern action against fake recruiting
agencies is absent due to some corrupt
officials of the expatriates welfare and
overseas employment ministry, con-
tended the parliamentary body on the
ministry

Moreover, there are allegations of
irregularities in the non-formal educa-
tion project under the primary and mass
education ministry, allocation of food
grains of TR and Kabikha projects under
the relief and disaster management
ministry, and promotion of government
officials under the establishment minis-

try.

Revolution Day
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independence and sovereignty and
continue on the path of democracy for
economicadvancement, he added.

In a similar message, Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia hoped that the
people imbued with the spirit of
November 7 would take a fresh vow to
make the nation happy and prosper-
ous.

Recalling the eventful day,
Khaleda Zia said the armed forces and
people in general saved the country
from a perilous situation by foiling a
deep-rooted conspiracy of the evil
forces on November 7,1975.

Earlier in the morning, President
Iajuddin Ahmed and Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia laid wreaths at the mazar
oflate president Ziaur Rahman.

The prime minister stood there in
solemn silence and offered munajat.
Ministers, MPs, chiefs of the three
services and BNP leaders were pres-
ent.

Speaker Barrister Muhammad
Jamiruddin Sircar also placed wreaths
at the mazar of Shaheed president
Ziaur Rahman, and offered fateha.
Whip Rezaul Bari Dina accompanied
the Speaker.

Different political parties and
socio-cultural organisations, includ-
ing ruling BNP, its allies and front
organisations, organised discussions,
seminars, Milad Mabhfil, symposiums
and cultural functions to mark the
day.

Nirmal Sen might
be flown to
Singapore Monday

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ailing veteran journalist and politi-
cian Nirmal Sen is likely to be sent to
Singapore for treatment on Monday
instead of today.

"Due to some last-minute exigen-
cies, it will not be possible to send Sen
to Singapore's Mount Elizabeth
Hospital on Saturday, but we hope to
send him there Monday night," said
Professor ABM Faruque of Dhaka
University, who raised funds for and is
coordinating Sen's treatment abroad.

Sen's nephew Kankan Sen, his
party leader Mosaddek Hossain
Swapon and Dr Trisha Mosaddek may
go with him, Faruque said.

Nirmal Sen, chief of the left-
leaning Sramik Krishak Samajbadi
Dal, suffered a brain stroke on
October 11 that left him partially
paralysed.

He isnow undergoing treatment at
the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
donated Tk 5 lakh and Awami League
General Secretary Abdul Jalil and
some left-leaning politicians gave Tk 6
lakh on Thursday for Sen's treatment.

Child addicts
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continue to driftinto disaster.

"Such addiction of cannabis,
seductive as well heroin by juveniles is
now a common phenomenon," said an
official of the Department of Narcotic
Control.

"Although we do not have any
specific figure or study, I'm sure many
children are now picking up such habits
withoutknowing the consequences."”

At the Central Drug Addiction
Treatment Centre about five per cent of
its total admission, about 14 a week, are
juveniles, used to heroin and cannabis.

Dr Mahboob Morshed, former
rehabilitation officer of the centre, said:
"It's quite alarming to note this, but
there is no social awareness
programme to stop the deadly prac-
tice."

Dr MA Zaman, medical officer of
Mukti Clinic in Gulshan, said: "We have
about 25 children who are under
treatment for mostly cannabis and
heroinaddiction."

About 14 children undergo treat-
ment at APON, another popular drug
addiction correctional centre, in the
city.

Dengue
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At Holy Family Red Crescent Hospital,
three suspected patients are receiving
treatment. At Al-Raji and Nibedita
Hospitals, four patients having symp-
toms of dengue fever were hospitalised.
Dengue is a mosquito-borne infec-
tion, which has become a major inter-
national concern over public health in
recent years. Dengue is common
predominantly to urban and semi-
urban areas. In 2001, about 100 people
died of the dreadful disease, while over
5,000 people were infected in the
country.

100 drugged
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same day, Lokman, 32, two unknown
men, aged about 34 and 35, were also
admitted to the DMCH.

Mobarak Mollah, 70, his wife Rashida
Begum, and Neela, 18, were found uncon-
scious at their house at Shyamoli on the
same day. Impersonating as guests, two
men made their way into the house with
fruit juice, drugged heavily, as an iftar
item.

Posing as passengers, two young men
hired an auto-rickshaw from Naya Paltan
the same day and decamped with the
vehicle.

As the driver, Ibrahim Khan, started
the auto-rickshaw, one of his fares put a
handkerchief on his nose making him
unconscious.

An unidentified elderly man was
found unconscious in a bus at Mirpur Zoo
bus stand on November 2. Bus employees
rushed him to the DMCH.

Two children -- Sharmeen Akhter, 5,
and Belal Hossain, 3, -- were slipped into
unconscious in front of a house at Block-A
in Mirpur on November 3. They had two
packs of mangojuicein theirhands.

An unknown rickshaw-puller, aged
about 35, lost his sense when some people
put sedatives on his face at 9:00pm the
samedayatSection 13inKafrul.

Police rescued him, but the gang
decamped with hisrickshaw.

Black taxicab driver Miraz could read
the motive of his fares, but could not
escape sedation that landed him in the
DMCH onNovember 2.

The cabby told The Daily Star that
three men hired his vehicle on a trip to
Mirpur from Uttara, but soon after he
reached Section 10 of Mirpur, a passenger

putawethandkerchiefonhisnose.

Aware of awave of sedation-motivated
robberies in town, Miraz sped his cab in
front of a police patrol before relapsing
intounconscious.

His passengers fled the scene before
police could understand anything and
send the driver tothe DMCH.

Heavily intoxicated Abdul Manna, 42,
Shikder, 40, Nurul Haque, 25 and MA
Samad Chowdhury, 40, were admitted to
the DMCH on November 3.

Also found themselves in hospital
beds were Shilpi, 13, from Rampura,
Rahmat, 23, from Dhanmondi, Aslam, 44,
from Topkhana and Kuddus, 42, from
Rampur.

Hospital sources said at least six
people were admitted to the DMCH since
November 3 after losing their cash and
valuables to the drugging gangs.

Monga spell
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frantic bid to survive.

In eight villages of Laxmitari union
in Gangachhara upazila, Rangpur,
many workers found themselves
begging for survival, finding no alter-
native.

The Teesta river erosion hit seven
of ten unions of Gangachhara upazila
home to 2.51akh people, worsening the
situation the destitute arelivingin.

Some 13,000 people on 27 shoals in
and around the upazila were left with
almostnothingtolive on.

Gangachhara Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Fazlul Haq said 12,000 VGF
(vulnerable group feeding) cards were
distributed among monga-affected
people.

Lanka: Emergency
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parliament closed we cannot take the
peace process forward," he said.

He said the "whole peace process is
atrisk" because of the crisis sparked by
the president.

"Therefore, I have to create an
environment in which the peace
process can go forward. Sri Lanka
cannot be found to be at fault in stop-
ping the peace process," the premier
said.

He said he would start discussions
with the US, Japan, European Union
and the World Bank -- all key players in
raising money for rebuilding Sri Lanka
-- as well as peacebroker Norway and
neighbouringIndia.

The premier said he was also keen
to start talks with the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) on the crisisin a
bid to restore confidence in the gov-
ernment.

Kumaratunga's party has been in
opposition in parliament since losing
December 2001 elections to
Wickremesinghe's coalition. But the
president retains strong powers,
including the right to dismiss any
minister including the prime minister
himself.

Analysts believe the showdown
between the president and premier
could be heading towards fresh parlia-
mentary elections, but say the turmoil
could hurt the economy which has
recovered from recession and boomed
since the ceasefire was signed with the
rebelsin February2002.

Wickremesinghe's party has asked
the parliament speaker to convene a
meeting Friday of all party leaders to
examine the possibility of defying the
president and reopening parliament,
government chief whip Mahinda
Samarasinghe told AFP.

The emergency had been due to go
into effect Thursday as troops stepped
up their presence, setting up check-
points on major Colombo streets and
checking the identity papers of pedes-
trians and motorists.

But police officials had said they
had been waiting for regulations of the
new emergency to be published in the
official gazette. The chief printer said
revised guidelines would be printed
lateryesterday.

Sri Lanka was ruled under an
emergency during the height of the 30-
year Tamil separatist conflict, which
has cost60,000lives.
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