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«-_— | Jpcoming sensation Two monthlies hit the stand

exhibition titled 'Rhythm in nature' of
sixty renowned artists of Bangladesh
at the gallery premises. The show will
remain open from 10 am to 9 pm daily.

Film Show

November 5-6

Dhaka University Film Society
(DUFS) is organising the 19th
session of World Film
Manifestation Program (WFMP).
The program will be held in the
Russian Cultural Centre, where
three Russian films and one film
from the United States will be
screened on the theme of
Russian classics. The show will
begin from 12:30 pm.

The schedule is as follows:
November 5: Battleship Potemkin
November 5: Nostalgia
November 6: Enemy at the Gates
Battleship Potemkin

Director: Sergey M. Eisenstein
Soviet motion picture about a
mutiny on a battleship that triggers a
workers' uprising, based loosely on

HE Bengal Foundation media

concern has come up with two

'lifestyle' monthlies--ICE
Todayin English and Charbela Chardik
inthevernacular.

Printed on art paper, both the
magazines 'will earn appreciation for
their glossy clear pictures accompa-
nied by some interesting features
covering the cultural heritage and
natural beauty of the country, profiles,
interviews, information technology,
fashion, guides to both everyday and
occasional shopping and other enter-
tainment news', said Luva Nahid
Choudhury, the editor of the month-
lies, ata press preview on October 31.

The 96-page four-colour magazines
provide 'the latest and the best of the
three key ingredients of modern life--
information, communication and
entertainment’, said Ziaul Karim, the
executive editor of the publications.

A few items have been common in

ELITA KARIM

A chat with Jeetu Ahsan

for him to prove his talent. 'Joar Bhata was a daily
soap, a first ever made in the television history of
Bangladesh. I was definitely delighted to work
there,' glows this young actor. Jeetu's work was
also appreciated on Channel I's popular mega
serial Griho Galpo. 'l am currently working in
many drama serials and tele-films which are
being telecast on ATN Bangla, ntv, Channel Iand
also BTV,'Jeeturemarks.

Although a world of glamour there are also its
odds, he thinks the payment is not always up to
their expectations and it also depends on the
relationship between the artiste and the director.

'I love spending time with my friends. There
was a time when my favourite hang out spot
would be the NSU campus, where all my friends
would come and we would just chat for hours.
Now, I just get my friends to come over to my
place or we simply move to different places in

UITE a familiar face this young man can

be referred to as the country's newest

sensation. His big almond eyes, coupled
with his fiery mind and a creative nature, Jeetu
Ahsan speaksright from his heart.

Abusiness graduate from North South Univer-
sity, he is currently doing his MBA from the same
institution. 'Theatre was a passion to me. I was a
child artiste and had worked in various television
productions. After a certain point it gradually
became a profession.' He says, 'l was president of
the North South University Cine and Drama Club
(NSUCDC) back in my under-grad days. This led
to my involvement with the theatre, where I
worked in Danda, Rokto Korobee and Tasher Desh
with Ataur Rahman.'

He was never a model, nor one of those fre-
quent 'commercial-ad' faces on television that
one would see flipping through channels every

both the magazines. The editors
however said that gradually this over-
lapping would be reduced.

The editorial board of the maga-
zines includes Fakrul Alam, Syed
Manzoorul Islam and Kaiser Haq.

the revolt of 1905 in Odesa,
Ukraine. This silent film was
released in 1925 and is regularly
hailed as the greatest film of all time.
In the movie, Eisenstein further
developed montage editing, a
technique he pioneered in strike
(1924) which involves the
juxtaposition of seemingly
unrelated images for emotional
effect.

Nostalgia
Director: Andrei Tarchovsky

A Russian writer named Andrei
Gorchakov is visiting lItaly to
research the life of Sosnovsky, a
musician from his home country
who studied in Bologna during the
late 1700s. Andrei is accompanied
by Eugenia, an ltalian translator
who seems to anticipate a
relationship forming between the
two of them.

New serial on BTV

BTV starts airing a new drama
serial today at 9:30 pm. Titled
Janak, the serial is written and
directed by Aranya Anwar.

The 13-episode drama
unfolds stories of three fathers of
idiosyncratic characters: one is
avaricious, one is biased about
his only child and the other is
mad for marriage. All of them,
however, have to return to their
offsprings.

Renowned actor Humayun
Faridy has played all the three
fathers. The cast of the drama
serial also includes Dolly Zahur,
Azizul Hakim, Mahfuz Ahmed,
Rosy Siddiqui, Bijori Barkatullah,
Ishyta, Mir Sabbir and others.

Adda on ATN Bangla
A new talk show named Adda
starts today on ATN Bangla.
Designed, directed and
anchored by Khandokar Ismail,
the showwill be aired at 8:50 pm.
Adda features popular folk
singer Mamtaz, actor Shams
Sumon, cricket star Javed Omar
Belim and his wife, commentator
Chowdhury Zafarullah Sharafat,
singers Tapan Chowdhury, Atik
Hasan, lyricist Ithun Babu and
actress Hridi Haq.

Jeetu Ahsan

now and then. How did he get his break in the
media? 'My arrival into the media was a complete
coincidence,' he says smilingly. 'It was in May
2000 when Abdullah Al Mamun asked my father,
Ali Ahsan Sydney, to send me to his Nimco office.
He said that he hadn't seen me for months and
would like to catch up on things. So one fine day I
went to his office and we just spoke casually over
tea. Around September the same year, I got a
phone call from Abdulla Al Mamun, asking me to
work for himin Joar Bhata.'

Jeetu's work in this daily soap was praised by

groups. That is how I spend my time when I am
notshooting.'

Jeetu Ahsan is probably not a mere face on the
screen, it is a face which reflects strength and
determination. How long shall we see him on the
media? 'Right now, I also have my studies to take
care of. If everything goes okay after I complete
my post graduation, I mightjust decide on staying
in the media. Getting into another personality
and being somebody else all together has become

my deepest passion,' smiles the young sensation.

all, which had also opened up many more paths

Book review

Superb book, Safiuddin Ahmed,
sees the light of day

A book 'with a view'
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NE wonders why alocal well-
known columnist must
shelter behind the nom de

plume of Mahmud Al Zaman for his
illustrated biography of Safiuddin
Ahmed, the oldest Bangladeshi living
artist. However, he must have had his
reasons.

The bookis a well researched as one
realises through merely perusing
through the pages and flipping through
the pictures in a length of half an hour
that here is a life and style of the artist,
his time and his work which has been
carefully studied and selected.

There has been a tight copy. There is
not an extra word. The language is
compact and precise. In other words
there hasbeen anin-depth analysis.

One gathers precise information.
One learns what he did and how his
work was influenced in stages. One
wonders what time was taken for
gathering this detailed knowledge.

There are superb angles of the
collection of photographs, specially
the ones tracing his early years and the
period of hisrising fame.

The book contains delectable
reproductions of his paintings on
glossy paper. However, the choice of
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could have been more subtle art paper.
Surely Shilpakala Academy is govern-
ment backed and there should be no
shortage of necessary funds for the
lacking finesse and subtlety in presen-
tation.

Allin all, thisis a brave effort as far as
the English version of the text is con-
cerned. The Bangla translation is more
at length and does justice to the sub-
ject.

However, demarcation and division
of subject matter need not have been so
cut and dried. One hoped to obtain a
Iyrical intonation rhythm while reading it
allowed to friends. The subject of present-
ing a book on the senior most living artist
of Bangladesh deserved a poetry in prose
style of writing. Safiuddin's joie de vivre
should have been surely highlighted more
specifically and in more depth. One
expected better choice of words in the
vocabularyfrom the author.

The more recent photo of the entire
family is not quite clear. One does not
know the names and exact relationship of
the sons, daughter-in-law and the grand-
child. The caption was a vague lackadaisi-
cal melange. One would naturally want to
know more details of such a famous
family. Ahmed Nazir, Safiuddin Ahmed
son said Subir Chowdhury of the
Shilpakala Academy should have taken

Amitabh Bachchan gets Satyajit

Ray lifetime achievement award
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UPERSTAR Amitabh Bachchan
was on Saturday night hon-
oured with the prestigious

Satyajit Ray lifetime achievement award
by the Bengal Film Journalists'

Association.

"I am honoured that my name has
been associated with Satyajit Ray,"
Bachchan said accepting the award at
the 66th BFJA ceremony in Kolkata.

Bachchan said, "Of all the places in
the world, the greatest pleasure for me
to get an award is in Kolkata. This city
has always given me the most pleasant
ofexperiences."

As the night sky lit with spectacular
fireworks, the "star of the millennium"
disclosed that his fans would soon see
him in a Hindi-Bengali bi-lingual film
OraKara.

Bachchan, dressed in a suit, was
accompanied by his son Abhishek and
Samajwadi Partyleader Amar Singh.
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Indian actress and director Aparna Sen (L) poses with
Bengali actor Subhendu Chaterjee (R) as she holds an
award for her movie "Mr. and Mrs. lyer" during the 66th
Bengal Film Journalists' Association award ceremony
in Kolkata, November 01. The ceremony was attended
by Amitabh Bachchan, Abhishek Bachchan, Ajay
Devgan, Rani Mukherjee who were among famed

paper need not have been glossy and -y - “| morecareoverthefinal presentation. Bollywood and Bengal movie stars.
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