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Film show

November 2

The Embassy of the Republic of
Korea in Dhaka will screen a
Korean Film titled 'The Gingko Bed"
as a part of regular film show on
each month with a view to providing
opportunity with those who are
interested in Korean culture and
language in Bangladesh.

Time: (Sunday), at2:00 pm
Venue: Korean Embassy
Auditorium 4 Madani Avenue,
Baridhara, Dhaka-1212

The film show will be held on the 1st
Sunday of each month. For further
information contact Cultural
section: 881-2088-90.

Exhibition

October 17-November 12

Gallery Dhrupad holds a group art
exhibition titled 'Rhythm in nature' of
sixty renowned artists of Bangladesh
at the gallery premises. The show will
remain open from 10 am to 9 pm daily.

Film Show

November 5-6

Dhaka University Film Society
(DUFS) is organising the 19th
session of World Film
Manifestation Program (WFMP).
The program will be held in the
Russian Cultural Centre, where
three Russian films and one film
from the United States will be
screened on the theme of
Russian classics. The show will
begin from 12:30 pm.

The schedule is as follows:
November 5: Battleship
Potemkin

November 5: Nostalgia
November 6: Enemy at the gates.
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Singer Annie Lennox is to
perform the theme song for
the final instalment of The
Lord of the Rings trilogy. Her
song Into The West will
feature in The Return of the

An apt rendering of an Indian epic

Kamaluddin Nilu of CAT talks to Fayza Haq of TDS about
"Urubhangham”, recently staged at Goethe Institut

The Daily Star: How would you justify
presenting your selection of this
Urubhangham in the overseas theatre
festival in future?

Kamaluddin Nilu: It was not our
task to select the play for staging in the
Asia meets Asia theatre festivals in
Japan and Taiwan that will be held. The
festival organisers asked CAT to send
videos of our present productions; we
sent videos and CDs and they finally
wanted Urubhangham to be staged
considering its content that is non-
western, and produced with use of new
style and technique of theatre perfor-
mance. The play speaks of humanity
and upholds an anti-war stance of
human beings with scenes of
bloodsheds, destructiveness of war
and the brutality of warfare. The use of
the blending of Sanskrit as well as
indigenous methods and techniques in
presentation of the play represent the
style of the article performances in the
sub-continent. Urubhangham will be
staged twice in Tokyo and twice in
Taipei in the Asia meets Asia theatre
festivals.

TDS: Please sum up your
Urubhangham production.

KN: My experience as the director of
this play is good, I would say I am
satisfied; and hope that the play met
expectations of the audience as well.
Urubhangham is produced with
Sanskrit as well as indigenous theatri-
cal methods and techniques, where
angik, bachik, satmik and ahariyahave
been successfully used that unques-
tioningly enhanced quality of the
production. Language is not any
barrier to understand the play; but
successful use of symbols and meta-
phors has added a new dimension
lending the production a universal
pointof view forunderstanding.

TDS: Were there any problems that
you faced while arranging, rehearsing,
training and finally presenting this play
atthe Goethe-Institut venue?

KN: CAT is a professional theatre
and the performers, technicians as well
as backstage workers involved with
CAT play-productions work on full-
time basis. All activities in CAT are
therefore carried out in a systematic
way and arrangement of trainings,
workshops, rehearsals or production
preparation. Consequently presenta-
tion on stage go on smoothly and this
we think a prerequisite for a good and
successful play-production. Again CAT
with its commitment for quality pro-
ductions and for good theatre is being
regarded these days as a model reper-
tory theatre in the world theatre arena;
and number of famous theatre direc-
tors and professionals are coming
forward to work under auspices of CAT.
For example, in near future we will be
working with theatre directors and
professionals from Germany for a
series of workshops on different
aspects of theatre. Also CAT is going to
begin a triangle-collaboration
programme between CAT from Ban-
gladesh, CITO from Burkina Faso and
Oslo National Theatre from Norway
under which I myself and Issaka
Sawadogo of CITO and Jo Stromgren of
Oslo National Theatre will work for
joint play-productions with some
preceding theatre workshops.

TDS: How different are your experi-
ences as a director of Urubhangham
from others that you have organised in
therecent past?

KN: CAT, in the year 2001, produced
Bhasa's Urubhangham, inspired by the
description of the last war in the great
Indian epic Mahabharata. Premiere of
the play, held in the Sunne Interna-

tional Theatre festival, Varmland,
Sweden, on 11 August2001. The perfor-
mance in the festival was announced as
World Premiere. However, the produc-
tion you see now is revised from its
initial design which has been made
mainly in the line with the space given
by the festival organisers in Japan and
Taiwan. The performance space in
Japan and Taiwan is smaller compared
to the space the production would
initially need for its staging. and, I
found that the Goethe-Institut Dhaka
auditorium could serve as a model
auditorium having almost the same
space-measurement as for the perfor-
mances in the Japan and Taiwan
festivals. Furthermore, CAT, in the
mean time, organised some
programmes in collaboration with
Goethe-Institut Dhaka, and for the
staging of Urubhangham before
starting for Japan and Taiwan -- their
cooperation is obviously worth prais-
ing.

TDS: What does the Urubhangham
cast comprise of ? Please give some
relevant details for the reader to be
acquainted with them.

KN: The major characters in the play
belong to the Hindu caste Kshatria
corresponding to the career of warriors
and rulers which the CAT performers
have acted successfully, I think. The
different characters have been acted by
Delwar Hossain, Abul Kalam Azad,
Sardar Aftabuddin, Shahadat Hossain,
Anwar Hossain Chowdhury, Sabina
Sultana, Afzal Hossain, Monir Ahmed
and Sathi Sarker.

TDS: How do you assess the local
demand for the theatre: how does it
compare with other art productions on
thevideoscreenand TV?

KN: TV play and stage theatre
production -- these are absolutely of

two different media. I would say that
plays, TV or stage plays whatever it may
be, should be relevant to society and its
time. Whenever I think of producing
any play, first and foremost I think
about its value and relevance to the
contemporary society and the country
-- as well as world situation. Otherwise
a production intended may not be
successful in terms of societal expecta-
tions thatas amember of the society we
allare committed to.

TDS: Would you say a few words
about what brought you into the
theatre world, your association CAT,
and you experiences overseas?

KN: I think for artistic or theatrical
work what is important is to have
commitment. In CAT we strictlyadhere
to our commitments for all kind of
theatrical works and try to reach our
goal. This is how we maintain quality of
our productions. And, for this commit-
ment to theatrical works CAT is becom-
ing a reliable and promising name in
the world theatre arena for quality
productions, which are produced
through experiments. Thus CAT's
works are being considered extremely
important in the world theatre. This is
the reason that most of the interna-
tional theatre festival organisers are
interested in inviting CAT in their
festivals. We have so far participated in
Nandikar Theatre Festival in Kolkata;
South-Asian Theatre Festival in
Kollyani; and Bharatrang Mahotsav-
National School of Drama Theatre
Festival in Delhi; Gotenborg Dance and
Theatre Festivalin Gotenborg, Sweden,
and from Kalevala to Rap Theatre
Festival in Sunne, Sweden. And, this
time we are going to perform in Japan
and Taiwan with our production of
Bhasa's Urubhangham.

Culture in regions

Dance fiesta enthralls northern audience

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

] HHONDER Anande
Milechhi Nrittye' (With the
joy of rhythm have we come

together)--with this slogan, a three-day

dance festival concluded at Shilpakala

Academy premises in the northern

town of Bogra recently. Organised

jointly by Creative Cultural Academy of

Bogra and Bangladesh Dance Artistes'

Association, the festival featured some

renowned dance artistes like Munmun

Ahmed, Dipa Khondokar and Saju

Ahmed. Bangladesh Dance Artistes'

Association president Rahijha Khanam

Jhunu inaugurated the festival on the

evening of October 15.

The festival drew a huge audience as
anumber of fresh but promising dance
artistes from 12 organisations from
Dhaka, one from Bogra and another
from Rajshahi performed modern, folk,
Kathak, Bharat Nattayam and different
other classical dances during the

Artistes of Nikkon Nrittya Shilpi Gosthi are seen performing at the three-day-long dance festival in Bogra.

Bhuboner Ghate a picture of
the present society

ERSHAD KAMOL

HUBONER Ghate by Dr. Syed

Manjurul Islam was the last

play of the 8-day-long drama
festival arranged by Natyajan at the
Public Library auditorium recently. It
isthe 6th production of Natyajan.

The play is about the daily life of the
down trodden people. The protagonist
of the play is an underprivileged acid
victim, a house-wife tortured by her
husband.

The woman who has migrated
alone from a village struggles a lot to
re-establish herself in the cruel social
structure of Dhaka City. In this world
she faces new kinds of problems and
she has to tell lies not for any self
interest but for her survival. The play
takes us to face an eternal question:
who is a friend and who is not? Some-
times we come across many evil doers
in the society who are unknown to us
but they come forward to help us in
times of need at a time when relatives
refuse todoso.

Some typical characters of
Sadarghat area--like gangsters, pimps
and prostitutes--are portrayed in the
play. However, plot construction and

A scene from the play Bhuboner Ghate.

dialoguefiction are not veryrich.
Promising director Munira Yousuf
Memi has done her job successfully
with a realistic approach. She has used
all parts of the stage.
Set designer Uttam Guho has given
good support to the director by creating

a real picture of a busy Sadarghat area.
The front side of a steamer and two
mobileteastallshave beenused.
The only negative part of the play is
the poorlight designing of Uttam Guho.
All artistes, except Shilpi and Khair,
lackspontaneityand proper initiative.

Italian PM becomes love 1yr1c1st
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a CD of Neapolitan love songs he has written with a
wedding singer from Naples. The CD, called Better a ¢
Song, waslaunched in a Milan jazz club on Wednesday, with ¥
singer Mariano Apicella playing some of the tracks. The 14- -
track album includes songs called My Heart in My Throat,

I TALIAN Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi has launched

WithoutYouand This False Goodbye.

Mr Apicella said Berlusconi's lyrics were "written from
the heart". Although the politician used to be a singer on
cruise ships, he does not sing on the album. He co-wrote
each of the tracks with Mr Apicella. The songs are traditional
Neapolitan ballads of mourning, lostlove and jealousy.

My Heart in My Throat also includes the lines: With my
heart in my mouth/Because your love is everything to me/I
know you may make me suffer/But I'll never let you go/
EvenifIhaveto fight/Iwilllove you until the end.

Mr Apicella, 40, has been described as Berlusconi's
private minstrel. He worked as a car-park attendant in
Naples as well as singing in cafes and at functions. He met
the Italian leader when he played for him at a hotel in 2001.
Henowsingsonceayear forhimathisretreatin Sardinia.

Mr Apicella told BBC Radio 4's Today programme that he
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theItalianleader.

thought the Italian leader liked music "too much". "He's a
great person... he's very friendly," the singer said. In another

Apicella (left) met the Italian PM Silvio Berlusconi in Naples in
2001.The Italian leader used to sing on cruise ships in his youth.

interview with Italy's Corriere della Sera he referred to his
opportunity, saying: "The tram passes just once. I've jumped
onitand everyone enviesme."

He said that "99 % of the time Berlusconi's musical
decisionswere therightones."

The CD cover shows two figures holding hands, silhou-
etted against the sun. Inside there is also a signed picture of

Around the world

Cast member Jada Pinkett Smith, who stars as Niobe, arrives
with her husband, actor Will Smith, for the world premiere of
the film Matrix Revolutions, at the Walt Disney Concert Hall in
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