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PHOTO: AFP
VfB Stuttgart's Heiko Gerber ( R ) and Wacker Burghausen's Stefan 
Reisinger vie for the ball in their German Cup match in Stuttgart in October 
28. 

AFP, Pretoria

South African President Thabo 
Mbeki will raise the issue of 
France 's  over t  suppor t  fo r  
Morocco's 2010 World Cup bid 
during a state visit to France next 
month, a senior government official 
said on Tuesday. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Aziz 

Pahad told reporters in the capital 
that Mbeki would raise the issue 
following remarks by French 
President Jacques Chirac that his 
count ry  wou ld  suppor t  the  
Moroccan bid. 

"I'm not saying this will be part of 
the agenda of the visit, but generally 
we would have to talk to the French 
like we are talking to every country 
that has a vote in the World Cup,"

SEE PAGE 14

REUTERS, Bangkok

Thai Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra has said he is interested 
in buying football club Fulham after 
watching the Premier League side 
b e a t  E n g l i s h  c h a m p i o n s  
Manchester United at the weekend.

Thaksin told reporters on 
Wednesday he had talked to 
Fulham chairman Mohamed Al 
Fayed, who also owns luxury west 
London department store Harrods, 
during his holiday in Britain when he 

saw the shock 3-1 win over United at 
Old Trafford on Saturday.

"I met Al Fayed over the week-
end and teased him that I was 
interested in buying Fulham and he 
told me to come back to talk to him 
when I was seriously interested," 
Thaksin said.

"We are studying how Brazil has 
developed its kids to become good 
football players and we would like to 
inspire our children to be rising stars 
of the Premier League," said 
Thaksin, a telecommunications 
tycoon.

SEE PAGE 14

AFP, Palma de Mallorca

Real Mallorca coach Luis Aragones 
said on Tuesday that his Cameroon 
international striker Samuel Eto'o 
has agreed to stay at the struggling 
Balearic island club, at least until the 
end of the season. 

The volatile Eto'o exploded in a 
press conference on Monday, 
declaring he was on the point of 
walking out on Mallorca, who are 
second from bottom of the Spanish 
first division. 

"My time at Mallorca has come to 
an end. It's time to go when you 
don't have confidence in things," 

fumed Eto'o in the wake of
SEE PAGE 14

Edinho's new
assignment 
AFP, Rio de Janeiro

Former Brazilian international 
defender  Edinho has been 
appointed coach of Brazilian first 
division side Bahia, club president 
Marcelo Guimaraes confirmed 
Tuesday. 

Edinho, who played for Brazil in 
three World Cup finals, replaces 
Lula Pereira, who was sacked along 
with all his technical staff after four 
losses in a row which leave the club 
sitting bottom of the league. 

Edinho, who was sacked by 
Brazilian side Goias two months 
ago for poor results, is the fourth 
coach this season at Bahia. 

Scholes out
of action
AFP, London

Manchester United midfielder Paul 
Scholes will be out of action for up to 
four weeks after undergoing surgery 
on his troublesome groin problem 
on Tuesday. 

The England player suffered the 
groin problem earlier this season 
and it flared up again. 

A club spokesman said: "Paul 
Scholes' groin problem has re-
occurred and he has had to have 
surgery this morning to both groins. 
He is likely to be out for three to four 
weeks." 

The 28-year-old will almost 
certainly miss United's league 
games against Liverpool and 
Chelsea in November as well as two 
Champions League ties against 
Rangers and Panathinaikos. 

Scholes is  uncer ta in  for  
England's friendly with Denmark at 
Old Trafford on November 16 as a 
result of the operation. 

Woodgate set for 
Newcastle return 
AFP, Newcastle

England and Newcastle defender 

Jonathan Woodgate, out of action 

for the past month with a hernia 

problem, could return against 

Chelsea next month. 

The 23-year-old underwent 

surgery to repair a double hernia, 

but is progressing so well in training 

that manager Bobby Robson has 

had to warn him not to overdo it. 

But he is now within a fortnight of 

being ready to play, and that could 

mean the trip to Stamford Bridge on 

November 9. 

"Jonathan is doing phenom-

enally well bearing in mind the 

seriousness of his operation, and 

he's looking to really kick on this 

week. To be honest, we're having to 

hold him back," physio Paul Ferris 

told The Journal. 

"Realistically, he should be ready 

to push for a first-team place in two 

weeks' time, and everyone has 

been impressed with his progress." 

Woodgate picked up the problem 

during the club's pre-season trip to 

Malaysia, but played for a month 

before finally having to undergo 

surgery five weeks ago. 

S/C
Dortmund to 
fight Kehl 
ban 
A F P ,  D o r t m u n d

Borussia Dortmund sporting direc-
tor Michael Zorc has confirmed that 
the club will appeal against the five-
match ban issued to Sebastian Kehl 
by the German Football Federation 
(DFB). 

"We will fight for a reduced 
sentence," confirmed Zorc. 

"Although Kehl let the club down 
with his sending-off the punishment 
is too severe." 

"Especially when you consider 
t h a t  H a n n o v e r ' s  T h o m a s  
Christiansen only got a two-match 
ban." 

German international Kehl was 
sent off in Saturday's 3-0 defeat by 
VfL Bochum after elbowing and 
treading on Thomas Zdebel in the 
32nd minute of the match. 

The 23-year-old midfielder has a 
poor disciplinary record and was 
banned for six weeks by the DFB 
this season after pushing referee 
Jurgen Aust following his dismissal 
in the 4-2 League Cup final defeat to 
SV Hamburg. 

Dortmund are set to fine Kehl for 
his conduct with his suspension 
stretching Matthias Sammer's 
injury-plagued squad to the limit. 

Kehl is available for the Cup 
m a t c h  w i t h  B o r u s s i a  
Monchengladbach on Wednesday - 
as the suspension only applies to 
league matches - but his ban comes 
at a difficult time for Dortmund who 
have a number of players injured. 

REUTERS, Milan

New guidelines on the offside rule 
issued by world soccer's governing 
body FIFA should give greater 
advantage to forwards and put an 
end to the debate about what con-
stitutes 'interfering with play'.

The guidelines were issued in a 
recent circular to national football 
federations and while they are not a 
rule change they will now change 
the handling of offside decisions.

In effect they end offside for 
players who do not touch the ball or 
directly block the vision or move-
ment of an opponent.

The guideline should mean the 

end of a player not directly involved 
in a move being flagged for offside.

The laws of the game state that a 
player can only be penalised for 
offside if he is "involved in active 
play by: interfering with play, inter-
fering with an opponent or gaining 
an advantage by being in that 
position".

The new guidelines are more 
precise saying that offside for 
"interfering with play" means "play-
ing or touching a ball passed or 
touched by a team mate".

"Interfering with an opponent" is 
defined as "preventing an opponent 
from playing or being able to play 
the ball, for example, by clearly 
obstructing the goalkeeper's line of 
vision or movements" or "making a 
gesture or movement while stand-

ing in the path of the ball to deceive 
or distract an opponent".

The tricky issue of whether a 
player is "gaining an advantage" by 
his position is explained as "playing 
a ball that rebounds off a post or the 
crossbar having been in an offside 
position" and "playing a ball that 
rebounds off an opponent having 
been in an offside position".

Serie A has operated informally 
with such interpretations this sea-
son and the changes have resulted 
in linesmen being forced to delay 
their decisions until the end of a 
move.

When players have been in a 
'passive' offside position not 
involved in the game, the lines-
man's flag has stayed down but has 
later been raised if the player 

More attack, less offside

AFP, Berlin

While German football has been 
bemoaning the influx of foreigners 
and the lack of emerging young 
talent in the Bundesliga a number of 
German starlets have been making 
waves in the English Premier 
League this season. 

Chelsea defender Robert Huth, 
19, is one player to come to the fore 
with even the mass spending of 
owner Roman Abramovich not 
preventing the progress of the 
towering stopper. 

Huth, who arrived from Union 
Berlin in 2000, has played the last 

three league matches for Chelsea 
and feels watching the likes of World 
Cup winner Marcel Desailly has 
brought his game to a new level. 

"Everything here at Chelsea 
brings you along more as a player," 
Ruth told German magazine Kicker. 

"You can develop a lot faster and 
learn how to play economically." 

Before his debut in front of 
40,000 fans, teenager Huth 
revealed he was a nervous wreck. 

"I was really nervous and needed 
to drink a few beers so I could sleep 
properly." 

Moritz Volz, 20, has also shone 
this season with Arsenal, for whom 
he signed from Schalke 04 in 1999, 
choosing to loan the utility man to 
Fulham. 

Six games for Fulham this sea-

son have illustrated the potential of 
Volz although breaking into 
Arsenal's star-studded team could 
prove a lot more challenging. 

"I have shown that I can play at 
Premier League level," beamed 
Volz. 

Midfielder Thomas Hitzlsperger, 
21, is further along in his develop-
ment than Huth or Voltz after swap-
ping Bayern Munich for Aston Villa in 
the summer of 2000. 

Hitzlsperger has proved a real 
c o u p  f o r  V i l l a  m a k i n g  4 9  
Premiership appearances and 
scoring a number of impressive 
goals along the way. 

"I have to start all over again," 
said Hitzlsperger following the 
arrival of new manager David 
O'Leary. 

Voller's ray of hope 

German League Cup

Hertha scrape 
thru'
AFP, Berlin

Hertha Berlin coach Huub Stevens 
endured a painstaking 120 minutes 
and penalty kicks as his side tri-
umphed 4-3 over Hansa Rostock on 
spot-kicks in the second round of 
the German Cup and saved his job 
at the Olympic Stadium. 

Reigning champions Bayern 
Munich also came within centi-
metres of a shock exit to FC 
Nuremberg and needed captain 
Oliver Kahn in top form to win 7-6 on 
penalties at the Olympic Stadium. 

Dutchman Stevens knew only 
victory against Hansa would suffice 
after being issued an ultimatum of 
two wins from as many matches but 
nothing could have prepared him for 
a rollercoaster ride with many highs 
and lows. 

Luizao put Hertha in front on 19 
minutes before Markus Lantz drew 
Rostock level with 63 minutes gone. 

Lantz then added his second 
deep into extra-time and Hertha 
looked set to crash out before 
Angolan Nando Rafael levelled with 
virtually the last kick of the match. 

Hertha goalkeeper Gabor Kiraly 
then took over the role of hero 
saving Gernot Plassnegger's spot-
kick to move Hertha into the last 
sixteen of the Cup and more impor-
tantly keep Stevens at the helm. 

SEE PAGE 14

AFP, London 

Premiership leader's Arsenal sur-
vived a scare before advancing to 
the fourth round of the English 
League Cup with a penalty-shootout 
victory over plucky Rotherham on 
Tuesday, as debt-ridden Leeds 
United fell 3-2 to Manchester 
United. 

The Gunners, fielding a reserve 
team, triumphed 9-8 on penalties 
against the Division One side after 
the score ended 1-1 after 120 min-
utes at Highbury. 

Premiership strugglers Leeds 
United ended one of the darkest 
days in the club's history in misery 
as they went down in extra-time at 
Elland Road. 

On a day when club bosses 
announced record losses of 49.5 

million pounds (83.8 million dollars) 
Leeds woes were compounded 
after Eric Djemba-Djemba steered 
Man United into the fourth round 
with an extra-time goal. 

Arsenal took the lead after 11 
minutes through young French 
striker Jeremie Aliadiere, but 
Rotherham fought back and striker 
Darren Byfield headed home an 
equaliser in the 90th minute. 

But it was the Premiership team 
who held firm in the penalties as 
Sylvain Wiltord scored his second 
spot-kick after Chris Swailes had 
seen his effort saved. 

Leeds defender Roque Junior 
scored a brace either side of goals 
from David Bellion and Diego 
Forlan, but it was Cameroon inter-
national Djemba-Djemba who had 
the final say with a winner just three 
minutes from the end of extra-time. 

After Diego Forlan's goal in the 
107th minute, Roque Junior allowed 
Leeds to level with a goal off his 

knee, but Djemba-Djemba settled 
the tie by steering a lob into goal 
from Quinton Fortune's corner. 

Manchester City fielded a strong 
team away at Nationwide Two 
promotion seekers Queens Park 
Rangers and cruised through to the 
next round 3-0. 

Shaun Wright-Phillips gave the 
Premiership side the lead in the first 
half before doubling the advantage 
with quarter of an hour remaining. 
Jonathon Macken completed the 
rout minutes later. 

Southampton comfortably won 
3 - 0  a t  B r i s t o l  C i t y,  w i t h  
Wolverhampton Wanderers easing 
past Burnley at Molineux 2-0. 

Bolton were little threatened by 
visiting Gillingham winning 2-0 after 
Stelios Giannakopoulos gave the 
Trotters a half-time lead and Henrik 
P e d e r s e n  s e t t l e d  m a t t e r s

SEE PAGE 14

 

United multiply Leeds' woes

English League Cup

TOP SIX
Spanish league table after 
Tuesday's match (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, goals 
against, points): 
Deportivo 8 7 0 1 19 6 21 
Real Madrid 9 6 2 1 20 9 20 
Valencia 8 6 1 1 14 3 19 
Osasuna  8 4 2 2 10 7 14 
Real Betis 8 3 4 1 12 9 13 
Real Sociedad 8 3 3 2 9 7 12 

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid coach Carlos Queiroz 
may be regretting his decision not to 
risk David Beckham after the reign-
ing Spanish champions could only 
scramble to a lacklustre 0-0 draw at 
lowly Real Zaragoza on Tuesday. 

The result meant that Real blew 
their chance to go to the top of the 
Spanish first division and stay in 
second with 20 points. 

League leaders Deportivo La 
Coruna have 21 points while third-
placed Valencia have 19. Both 
teams play on Wednesday. 

Beckham trained normally on 
Monday after suffering a strained 
hamstr ing aga ins t  Par t izan 
Belgrade in the Champions League 
l a s t  W e d n e s d a y,  m i s s i n g  

Saturday's 3-1 win over Racing 
Santander, but Queiroz decided to 
rest the England captain and his 
absence showed. 

Real's best chance came mid-
way through the second half when a 
Robert Carlos shot ricochetted off 
the post but his fellow Brazilian 
Ronaldo could only send the ball 

wide. 
Raul Gonzalez, who was Real's 

hero four days ago when his two 
goals in the last 12 minutes clinched 
the victory over Racing, had a night 
to forget on the ground where he 
made his first division debut almost 
nine years ago to the day. 

The Spanish international striker 
missed numerous opportunities, 
including several early in the first 
half which could have changed the 
direction of the game. 

Zaragoza had chances them-
selves to score a surprise win with 
their roaming Argentine midfielder 
Luciano Galletti going close twice in 
the first half, including hitting the 
post 10 minutes before the break. 

The man of the match was argu-
ably Zaragoza's Argentine defender 
Gabriel Milito, who gained revenge 
over the club that showed him the 

SEE PAGE 14

Primera Liga

No Real goals 

PHOTO: REUTERS
Manchester United's David Bellion celebrates his goal against Leeds United in the English League Cup on Tuesday.

PHOTO: AFP
Real Madrid's Portuguese superstar Luis Figo ( R ) goes for the ball with Real Zaragoza's Paraguayan Delio Toledo during their Spanish first 
division match on October 28.             

PHOTO: AFP
Hanover Mayor Herbert Schmalstieg (C) poses with his city's logo for the FIFA 
2006 World Cup during a press presentation in front of the town hall on Octobe

Thai PM wants 
to buy Fulham

Thai PM wants 
to buy Fulham

Eto'o Mallorca's  
only until June 

SAMUEL ETO'O

Lens dump 
Lyon 
REUTERS, Paris

Racing Lens ousted French cham-
pions Olympique Lyon from the 
League Cup on penalties in the first 
round on Tuesday, putting an end to 
a run of defeats against their 'bete 
noir'.

Lyon had beaten Lens on the last 
day of the season to clinch the 
league title in 2002 and humbled the 
northern team 4-0 in a Ligue 1 game 
this term.

They came very close to making 
it three in a row when in-form striker 
Peguy Luyindula broke the dead-
lock 10 minutes into extra time.

But Polish defender Jacek Bak 
levelled for Lens seven minutes 
later, forcing the exciting tie into a 
penalty shootout.

Luyindula went from joy to 
despair as he missed his spot kick 
and Lens won 4-3.

Nantes fought back from a goal 
down against Ligue 2 side Nancy to 
take the game into extra time and 
then scored twice to secure a 3-1 
win.

The only upset ahead of 
Wednesday's six remaining first 
round matches came in Montpellier 
where the Ligue 1 team lost 1-0 to 
second division Clermont Foot.

Marseille host Monaco in the 
highlight match on Wednesday.

Owen won't 
leave L'pool
AFP, Liverpool

Liverpool boss Gerald Houllier on 

Tuesday dismissed reports linking 

star striker Michael Owen with a 

move away from Anfield at the end 

of the season. 

"I have had a chat with Michael 

and that is not the case," Houllier 

told the club's website. 

"Michael Owen and Steven 

Gerrard are important assets to this 

football club and both of them want 

to sign new deals, which is good 

news. 

"They are also both still young 

and their best years are still ahead 

of them." 

Media reports at the weekend 

had suggested that Owen was 

ready for a new challenge else-

where in the summer. 

Mbeki to rally 
Morocco's bid 

PHOTO: STAR
Players and officials of the Bangladesh under-19 cricket team pose for an official photograph at the BKSP on October 28. The team left for Pakistan later on that day to participate in a tourna-
ment also involving India, Sri Lanka and the hosts.

He said he was interested in buying Fulham 
and, although he had not made a decision, 
finding the money would not be a problem.

"I will invite businesspeople and the public to 
join the purchase. The price isn't a problem. It 
will cost a few pennies."

Mbeki to rally 
Morocco's bid 

 Pahad said. 
South African newspapers reacted sharply 

on Tuesday to the news, which had gone 
unnoticed until now, following Chirac's 
remarks in Rabat on October 11 during a state 
visit to Morocco. 

"I shall do what I can to ensure that France 
supports Morocco's bid for the World Cup," he 
told a press conference. 

"French 2010 bombshell" said the Sowetan 
newspaper, which has a mainly black reader-
ship and the largest soccer following in the 
country, while The Citizen headline read 
"French shift goalposts for SA soccer bid." 

Said Pahad: "We hope the (French sup-
port) is not cast in stone. That they support 
Morocco and that's that." 

South Africa's 2010 Bid Committee has 
asked Mbeki to intervene by protesting to 
Chirac, the Sowetan reported. 

Presidential spokesman Bheki Khumalo 
told the paper that "the Bid Committee was 

No Real goals 
door during the summer, over a supposed failed medical 

test when he was all set to sign for Real. 
Showing no signs of the alleged knee problems which 

caused Real to back track on his acquisition, Milito stopped 
almost everything that Real's star-studded strike force could 
throw at him. 

"My family talk more about revenge than I do, because 
they suffered as well during those days. I just want to forget 
what went on," said Milito on Tuesday, giving Real more 
respect off the pitch than they had given him. 

Real's woes were not helped by the fact that they had to 
play the last 20 minutes with 10 men after central defender 
Francisco Pavon got his marching orders after being shown 
his second yellow card. 

Pavon will miss Saturday's match with Athletic Bilbao but 
Beckham is almost certain to return, so Ivan Helguera is 
likely to move from the midfield into the back four. 

Deportivo, who have a 100 per cent record at home, play 
host to struggling Real Mallorca on Wednesday, while 
Valencia have a more tricky set of visitors with Celta Vigo 
comoning to their Mestalla stadium. 

At the other end of the table the axe hangs over Espanyol 
coach Javier Clemente when his team travel to play Racing 
Santander on Wednesday, with defeat probably spelling the 
end of his tenure at the Barcelona-based club. 

Last season, the former Spanish national coach came up 

United multiply Leeds' woes
midway through the second period. 
Second round giantkillers Blackpool failed to 

worry visiting Crystal Palace, with the home side 
suffering after keeper Phillip Barnes was red-
carded for deliberate handball just 15 minutes. 

After that the gulf in class between divisions 
told for Steve Kember's men with two goals from 
Andrew Johnson and a penalty for Dougie 
Freedman setting up a 3-1 victory ahead of Keith 
Southern's consolation. 

Eto'o Mallorca's  
only until June 
Mallorca's 3-1 home defeat to Barcelona on Sunday. 
"I demanded a meeting with him and asked for some 

background to his comments. We've talked and resolved 
things, until at least June," the veteran Aragones, the Spanish 
first division's most experienced coach, told reporters on 
Tuesday. 

Aragones was brought in two weeks ago for his second 
stint at the club after the previous coach Jaime Pacheco had 
been sacked. 

The 65-year-old coach indictated that Eto'o would receive 
some kind of punishment for his outburst, but didn't reveal 
what it would be. 

"And it would have been much worse if he hadn't apolo-
gized," commented Aragones. 

"He (Eto'o) has objected to some things, and the club 
thinks in a different way (to him) but I asked the player not to 
create any more problems until June. 

"He made inappropriate statements and chose a bad time 
to do it. I told him that if a footballer has a problem then to talk 
to me about it and I would do my best to reach some kind of 
agreement. 

"But everyone knows Eto'o. He's speaks his mind," added 
Aragones, who said that case was now closed until the end of 
the season. 

Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld also endured an uncomfortable 
Tuesday evening with Robert Vittek shocking the hosts on 11 
minutes before Dutchman Roy Makaay levelled. 

Neither side could find a breakthrough in the 30 minutes of 
extra-time and it was left to goalkeeper Oliver Kahn to save the 
day parrying Marek Nikl's penalty to secure a 7-6 penalty-kick win 
for the holders. 

Felix Magath's VfB Stuttgart turned in a workmanlike display 
to edge minnows Wacker Burghausen 1-0 and move into the last 
sixteen of the German Cup. 

Substitute Imre Szabics scored the only goal of the match 
after 55 minutes as Stuttgart continue their bid for success on 
three fronts. 

Werder Bremen came from behind to defeat VfL Wolfsburg 3-
1 at the Weserstadion as the Wolves fell apart in extra-time. 

Pablo Thiam put Wolfsburg ahead after just six minutes but 
the in-form Ailton equalised on 55 minutes for the hosts. 

Locked 1-1 after 90 minutes extra-time was called upon and 

Hertha scrape thru'
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