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to a standstill

21 plants trip one after another,

leaving nation without

electricty for hours

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The country plunged into one of the
worst power outages ever as 21 out
of 23 power plants tripped in aseries
yesterdaymorning.

Pawer went out at 9:35am and
was . partially restored at around
12:30pm. Mymensingh and' Sylhet
Tegion ‘were however spared of the
outage. i _

The massive loadshedding had
its knocle-on effects on water sup-
plies, leaving millions of homes dry
bynoon. Dhaka Water and Sewerage
ﬁmhurity {Wasa) in a press release
said it is trying to pump out water
with 250 generators,

Industnal prudur:nun screeched
o, a halt by noon as, generators

overheated. Even mobile telephone
network faltered.

Runctions in offices including
the Prime Minister's 'Office, the

parliament secretariat, business

houses, banks and electronic media
faced severe disruption.

Hospitals suspended: scheduled
operations, saving energy for emer-
gencysurgeriesonly,.

Shopping malls and markets
desperately tried to keep businesses
open with generators, which also
heated 1p to bring business 1o a
standstill.

By 7:00pm, Power Development
Board (PDB) engineers managed 1o
put ongrid 1900 MW against a peak
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Life slows to a crawl

STAR REPORT

One of the longest power cuts
brought. Bangladesh to its knees
yesterday, stalling operation at
indusiries, businesses andbanks,
Banks, offices and businessesiin
Dhaka plunged into inaction, giving

way:toa 'mood of gossip’ thatlasted
long, making the peoplewith urgent
businesswvictims of situation.

"Most banks have gone com-
puter. Although we have back-up

generators, they were not ready for

operation. It took-a long time to put
SEE PAGE 11/COL 4
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Breaking fast on the second day of Ramadan by candlelight'was the norm at Purana Paltan in Dhaka, as one of tha
longestspelis of poweroutage slowed life toa crawl yesterday.

Price pace

picks up
further

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Prices of essentials continued torise -

in the kitchen markets: of Dhaka : ] . T ;
yesterday and traders said they : A parliamentary standing commit-
: tee chairman and the commerce

‘mightstabilise two weekslater.

Vet ahles it e enices Wete ) price upswing of essentials, with the
selling at higher prices than in the first saying the pices soared high

. andithelatterarguing againstit.

days ahead of the fasting month of
Ramadan,

"Locally-grown onions:are sell- : .
iJ'lg_ﬂtITk 353 kgl up fromTk 281030 ° Khostu Mahmud c‘hm’i’dhlﬂ'}' told a
three days ago,” said Alauddin, a @

e M e i ¥ Redwan Ahmed, chaitman' of the

" am seﬂing_tumatoes_ atTk50a : parliamentary standing committee

kg todaythatI'sold atTk42 two days ¢
ago,” said Nasir, another trader of . |

market,

themarket.

"It is a completely frustrating :
situation bred by inaction by the !

government,” said Ataul Hoque, a
shopperthere,

High 'prices largely varied from'
‘one Kitchen market to another :
‘despite the commerce ministry :

moves to bring them down,

"Local onions are selling at Tk 32.
a kg today, up from Tk 30 two days | ;
ago," said Nurul Hogue, a traderin : |}

Hatirpulmarket,

The prices of all vegetables have |
soared in the last couple of days, he: :

“said.

"Inadequate supply andincrease. .
in demands. for iftar items have. -
‘fuelled such a situation:and prices: :
won't stabilise until ample supplies !

-pourinto the markets," added Nurul oni the ‘commerce ministry ‘and

"Pricesofbarenecéssiticshavehil nﬂing PArty Jawmaker, EKPEESSEEI

the poor and the middle classvery. :
hard and they cannot buy the-mini-

Hoque at Hatirpul.

‘mum, " saidjollyIslam, a shopper.

"The government should inter- .
vene actively, to bring: down the .
prices immediately: without show- :
: should be instituted to control the
In the kitchen markets of .
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JS body, minister

SHAKHAWAT LITON

minister yesterday disagreed on the

Commerce Minister Amir

committee meeting: the prices: of
essentials climbed down, but

concern thatthe prices spiralled out
of control during Ramadar;
Meeting sources quoted the
minister as saying the government
does not have any mechanism to
check the price hike: "A'mechanism

market price,” the ministersaid!

Commerce Secretary Sohel

_split over spiral

Ahmed echoed the minister's views
butsaid, "I don'tknowwhy prices of
essentials go high ahead of
Ramadan everyyear''

The secretary told the' meeting
that 17,500 tonnes of onion were
imported in the last 10/ days, while
orly 7,500/ lonnes were imported
until October 18. )

Khosru' told newspersons that
onionwas available at Tk 20a’kg in
his claim of low price -~ the point
Redwan differed on:

Peuple don't Believe uswhen I
saythe prices are comingdown,” the
minister said, urging journalisis to
revealthetruth,

EBxpressing dissatisfaction at the
ministry's) performance, some
others on the committee accused
the ministry of failing to check the
pricespiral.

The ‘minister then defended
himself: he alone is notresponsible.
He reasoned out that other minis-
tries, including finance, are respon-
sibleaswell.

Redwan sided with the minister
on the point but said, "Had the
commerce ministry taken initiatives
earlier, the situation would'nothave
deteriorated." _

Both the ministry.and the com-
mittee decided'to discuss the issue
ataspecialmeetingonNovember5:

‘The ministry was asked by the
parliamentary body to; submit a
report specifying the cause of the
abnormal price hike during
Ramadan, which hit: people, espe-
ciallyofthe low-income bracket.

The commitiee at its two-liour
meeting also discussed the export
and import policy and struciure of
the Export Promotion Bilreau.:

Leaders of the mding'BNP at a
joint mt:eung yesterday expressed
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Recovering classified amounts

Sonali Bank to
hold hearings
with top loan
defaulters

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

For the firsttime, aleadingnational -
ised commercial bank-- Sonali Bank
--has decided to hold hearingswith
top loan defaulters to' find ways to
Tecoverstuck-uploans, '

Thebankinitially intends tohear
the cases of the top 50 private sector
defaulters. who possess Tk 1,135
crore or 32 percent of the bank's
defaultloans, '

The full bank board will hear the
complex cases while a cominiliee
led by the bank's.chairman will hear
the cases with small amounts, This
committee will also include the
managing director and a board
member

The next board meeting will
chalk outthe details of the natiire of
thehearings. _

The defaull loans of Sonali Bank
stood at Tk 5,665 trore till June. The

leading 50 private and public sector
defaulters owe the bank Tk 1,610
Crore.

Sonali has 19 public sector |

defaulters who owe the bank Tki474
crore. Sixteen percent-of its default
loans worth Tk 799 crore are pos-
sessedbythe top 20 defaulters.
Among its top 10 defaulters, the
food! ministty ‘holds the biggest
chunk ofoutstandingloansofTk 283
croreofywhich Tk 110 crorein defatilt
lpans, Bangladesh Textile Mills
Corporationsecands the listwith Tk
145 crore mouistandmg]nzms --Tk
143 crorein classified status.
Deshma' Shoe Industries, a pr-
vate company, holds the third posi-
tion with: Tk: 60 crore in classified
loans. The' other defaulters are :
DhakaVegetable Oil Industry owned
by former FBCCI vice-president
Mohammad Ali (Tk 50 crore in
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

BB GOVERNOR SIEGE
Hunt on for
unruly CBA
leaders

STAFE CORRESFONDENT

Police are onhuntforsiz Bangladesh
Bank ‘union' leaders who put the
central bank governor under siege
during ademonstrationTuesday.

Police teams: raided different
areas in search of the leaders, but
theycouldnotfind them.
- Eailier, the Prime Minister's
Office yesterday asked' the
Bangladesh'Bank (BB) to take strin-
gent’ actions against any unruly
activities of staffs and officials led by
tradeunions.

It also instructed: intelligence

'depan:ments to gather information

aboutihe personsinvolvedin creat-
ing a'dangerous atmosphere at the

central bank' that is' eventually

tainting image of the goyernment;
sourcessaid;
‘Some intellipence officials vis-

'1ted the’ central bank yesterday to

probeTuesday's incident. in which
some 300 employees and promotee
u[’ﬁurs]edbyCoHectha:gamng

SEE'PAGE 11 CcOL 4

Notice

The Daily Star continues io
puhllsh thelistofplotalotteesin
RajuksPurbachal project. Find
today's list on pages 17, 18, 19
?miED.
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Mercantile Bank Ltd.

61, Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Phone; 9559333, Fax: 9561213, Tlx: 642508 MBLID Bl
E-mail: mbl@bol-online.com, Website: www.mblbdicom

Mercantie Bank Limited announces with 'great

Asure that the F’ublie Issue of

Shares of the Bank which was closed on 22nd October, 2003 received tremendous
public support and has been over subscribed. The Board of Directors and!
Management take this opportunlt. /tolekpress their heartiest gratitude to the investors
for their eVerwhalmlﬂg support and confidence reposed on.the Bank. The Board of

Directors and Managemen

mﬁ‘aeEan,:by

1150/ agkﬂgwla@ge;ﬁfth .-gra. _t_.u.dg co-operalion extended

. Bang;adtash Bank * Sacurmes & Exchange Commzssmn

Judge's bail fix’

President asks CJ to
probe allegation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

President Iajuddin Ahmed! yester-
day directed the chief justice (C]} to
formn the Supreme Judicial Cotmnil)
forthe fitst time, to prabe the allega-
tion of misconduct against an addi-
tional judge oftheHigh Court,

The president sent the reference
filetothe lawministryuponreceiving
anadvicefrom the prime minister,

Law Minister Moudud' Ahmed
told! the press that the ministry

would' forward' the president’'s
diréctive to Chief Justice KM Hasan
today, The chief justice will then
constitutethe councilwith twomost
senior judgesof the Supreme Court
heheads,

According to the: constitution, if
the council, after making the
inquiry, reports to the president that
initsopinionthe judge hasceasedto
be/ capable of properly; performing
the functions of his office or has
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Integrated plan to save
Buriganga announced

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Buriganga Protection Taskiorce
Tesolved at a meeting yesterday to
undertake anintegrated action plan
to demarcate and retain the river-
bank following the eviction of
encroachers.

The meeting, with Shipping
Minister Akbar Hossain in the chair,
agreed' in principle to constrict a
protection wall and earthen walk-
way, and to initiate tough legal

action against encroachers to save
thelifeline of the capital ity

"iWe will initiate an integrated
project in coordination with: the
BIWTA, the Department of
Environment; the Department of
Public Works, the Ministry of Land,
the Ministry of Water Resources and
Rajuk to protect the riverbanks;”
Akbarsaidatthemesting,

"Evict ‘the encroachers com-
pletely and hand over the land' to
WAPDA (Water and Power

Development Authority) to build an
embankment," the'minister further
directed. _

"We intend to take all possible
measiires to protect the Buriganga,”
he told reporters on‘emerging from
themeeting.

Environmental activist and
taskforce imember Prof. Abdullah
Abu Sayeed proposed the construc-
tion of a three-metre high protec-
tion wall'alopg the banks 1o thwart
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Tourists take charge

RABEED MM ﬁom C.'hf!mgmqg

An unbrnken 103-run ﬁﬁh mcket
stand between former captain
Nasser Hussain and all-rounder
Rikld Clarke helped England recover
from somea:middle-order jitters on
the frst day of the second and final
Test against Bangladesh-at the MA
AzizStadiumyesterday.

The pair came together after
England' lost four.wickets for ten
runs, By close, the visitors were 237
for four with Clatke on 53 and
Hussain47.

Bangladesh: captein Khaled
Mahinud won his second consecu-
tive toss and invited England 1o bat
first.

But the tourists, who/are one-up;
in the twoTest series, made themost.
of'the sp]am:llcl weather after tain,
which was 'ominously threatening
the other day, stayed away from the
bustling portcity,

After surviving some initial nip
andzip in'the eatly overs, where the
home pace bowlers bowled without
any luck, England went to Junch on

SEEPAGE 11 COL7

< antifungal
e anti-fading
» antiflaking

\foa!

7 )

CAUTIONARY NOTICE

intiated by our Client.

with imprisonment and fine.

" Under instructions from our Client, Saciete des: Produits Nestlé S.A. of Vévey, Switzerland we hereby make it
known to all; whom:it may.concem, that our Client's famous and wall-known mark MAGGI® is. registered in
‘Bangladesh in respect of ' "foodsiulfs having a'base of rice; of flour or-of cereals; also.in the form of raaty-
made dishes, saupes, aromalizing or seasaning products for food" besides other, products and they usethe
‘markiin a distinctive manner, as depicied below:

This trademark constitutes an invaluable asset-of WNestlg and is closely associated with the: company's name
and prestige and guarantees the high guality of its products in Bangladesh and in the world.

Our; Glient hereby: caution manufasturers, traders, wholesalers and/or retailers against manufacture, sale
and/or offer for sale of goods bearing any mark, whichis an infringement / Pass-off, af-the mark shown abiove
or is deceptively or confusingly similar thereto:

Our Glient also hereby caution primers of trademark fabels, block makers; dye and stencil makers, embossers
and engravers against any printinas, stenciling, embossing and/ar engraving of labels, which comprise or
include a trade mark, which is-or which can&mount to infringement or pass off of our trademark shown above,
orwhich is deceptively or confusingly similar to our rademark in relation to the afarementioned goods.

Our Glient themselves and through their Licensee iniBangladesh, Nestle Bangladesh Limited have initiated
-and are in'the process of Initiating legal action against suspected parties, who areinfringing our Glient'srights
and'in'such process decalving the public through the sale of spurious gaeds. Our Cllent alsolrequest the ca-
operation of the trade and the public, In the larger interest; to bnng to'our natice or that of our Glignt's notiee,
any instance of Unlawful activity by way of Infringement or passing off, so thal appropriate legal action may be

OurClient is alsc the ownars of the Copyright and the label of the aforementioned trademark MAGGI and they
thereby enjoy the exclusive right to use such labels in any material form. Theiuse of any {abel, whish s a
colourable imitation of, or a:substantial reproduction of the aforementioned copyright, without the parmission,
consent or license from aur client, will amoLint to-infringement of Copyright which is an offence and pitinishable

it'is therefore, brought to the natice of the trade and'the public that the aforementioned Trademark and'label
ara the property of our Client exclusively: Members of the trade and the public:are hereby warned thal our
Glient-will‘have no hesitation, whatsoever, In bnngmg legal proceedings: (Civil as well as Cnmlnal) against
anyone found to be viclating the rights of our Client in respect of the atoresaid trademark.

Any enguiry regarding the ‘aforesald may be-addressed to the office of

Rakanuddin Mahmud and Assaciates

Barristers and Advocates
Walsow Tower (15t Floor)
21-23,; Kazi Nazrul |slam Avenue
Ramna, Dhaka
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