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RECOMMENDATIONS

Photography
Exhibition

October 24-30

A Photography exhibition titled
Mughal Muslim Architecture
(Part-1) by Babu Ahmed is going
on at the Zainul Gallery 2,
Institute of Fine Arts, DU. The
show will remain open from 2 pm
to 7 pm everyday.

Exhibition

October 17-November 12

Gallery Dhrupad holds a group art
exhibition titted 'Rhythm in nature'
of sixty renowned artists of
Bangladesh at the gallery premises.
The show will remain open from 10

amto 9 pmdaily.

October 24-31

Bengal gallery of Fine Arts will
hold an exhibition of the works of
three artists from three countries
Bangladesh, Mexico and
Uganda. The exhibition will
remain open for all from 12 pmto
8pm everyday. Venue: Bengal
Shilpalaya, House 275/F, Road
27 (old), Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Dramalane

Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.

(Evening show at 7:00 pm
Morning show at 11:00 am)

Group Plays Date
Nagarik Gol Matha 28
Natyangan  Chokha Matha

Theatre Sadar Uddiner 29
Touch Low Pressure

Lok Golapjan 30
Natyadal

(Taposh)

Bangalee Founding

Natyadal Anniversary 31(Morn)
Theatre Balad

(Arambagh) 31 (Eve)

Photography

An angle on ancient architecture

Babu Ahmed, who had his exhibit at Zainul Gallery,
talks to Fayza Haq of @he Baily Star

The Daily Star: Why have you
taken heritage as your topic and not
some other theme?

Babu Ahmed: Since my child-
hood | was very aware of my own
ancestors, who were "zamindars" at
Bardhaman (West Bengal). | had
seen some of their buildings and

Babu Ahmed

remnants of furniture, and was
fascinated by what | had seen.
Having studied their lives, | realized
that they had struck terror in the
hearts over, whom they had held
sway. | myself never wanted to be a
part of this set up but, however, |
was obsessed by their lifestyle. As a
Bangladeshi, I've studied Muslim
Mogul architecture on the whole.
TDS: Have you studied the
history of Bangladeshi architecture?
BA: | have done considerable

whole of my present exhibit.

TDS: Can you give a brief intro-
duction to the Mogul rule in Bangla-
desh?

BA: Sher-e-Afghan came to
Bangladesh as Emperor Akbar's
emissary in 1576 representing the
monarch whose seat was in Delhi.
Researching on the ancient
Bangladeshi culture, specially
Mogul monuments, | found the
architectural structures, sculpture
and painting absolutely unique, to
say a few words. | have a private
collection of books on the subject
projected in my exhibit. My display
consists of two parts: the architec-
tural background, and the historical
element.

TDS: How far do you think your
exhibit will help in preserving our
Mogul Muslim heritage. Will this stir
up the relevant authorities to take
some steps in preservation of our
cultural past?

BA: Our government has always
had a lackadaisical and laissez-faire
attitude to our heritage. If it were in
Paris e.g. they would have pre-
served every monument in every
possible and probable manner. We
have preserved history only in the
pages of our books and some bot
mots. I've personally taken a deci-
sion that I'll make an archive of my
own, where there will be adequate
photographic record of our Mogul
Muslim past, and I've already called

research on this. As a Masters
student of Bangla at DU in the early
90s, | was also simultaneously
inclined towards history. Just as |
studied Tagore for my literature, so
I've studied history to finally reach
this goal of doing photography on
Mogul Muslim architecture. The
Mogul edifices form the composite

it "Traditional Photo Gallery." I've
worked towards this end for the past
16 years. Slowly but gradually |
hope to wake up the concerned
authorities. | plan to reach outto one
and all in Bangladesh if not much
beyond. | believe that Bangladesh
itself is a museum with a lot to learn
and see from.
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TDS: What, in your opinion, is the
cause of this shameful neglect of the
Mogul past in our country -- is it due
to lack of aesthetic sensibility or
inadequate social awareness. Will
your exposition eventually help to
remove this rampant insensitive-
ness in some positive way?

BA: Our mental level has not
reached the necessary adequate
level. We're involved in politics e.g.
but we're not quite often sure of our
goals. | must take steps to remedy of
our malady of malaise. Despite the
financial constraints I've got to work
towards my ultimate goal of preser-
vation of the past -- the proofs of the
past which are doubtless gems of
astronomical value. | only hope that
some foreign NGO or some govern-
ment agency, such as the
Shilpakala Academy or the National
Museum, will hopefully come to aid
me eventually by this venture.

TDS: Who have been your
patrons for this particular display?

BA: Aziz Khan and Bijoy Kumar
Sirse of "The Summit Group" have
helped me in every way that they
could.

TDS: Will you be limiting yourself
to Moghul monuments in future?

BA: | hope to work on the sub-
jects of churches, temples and
pagodas in my future attempts.

TDS: How many photos does this
display contain and what was your
last solo photo exhibit about?

BA: I've included 28 photos in
the recent exhibit in colour, while the
last one was called "A glimpse of
Bangladeshi heritage", with a hun-
dred photos on mosques, temples,
sculptures, etc.

TDS: What camera have you
used for your work?

BA: I've used Nikon FM-3, Nikon
F-100 and Nikon F-90X, naturally with
colourfilmrolls.

Shah Muhammad Mosque: Egarasindur, Mymensingh 1680 Ad

TDS: What problems were you
faced while carrying out your work,
such as lack of funds, bad weather,
neglect of domestic duties?

BA: My first hurdle was the financial
one, which is still not over, as my final
work is not finished. Next was the lack
of necessary documentation to guide
me in my work: there weren't ample
historical information; I've had to scour
the country to get assistance to guide
me in my project. The local museums,
libraries and the Archeology Dept, DU,
were not adequate. | feel that the
correct history of our past has yet to be
recorded properly. Again | have had to
ignore my home inmy quest.

TDS: What are your photographic
qualifications and did any photogra-
pherinspire orinfluence your work?

BA: My first teacher in photography
was the famous portrait photographer
Nasir Ali Mamun. | did my diploma in
photography in 1985 from the Begart
Institute. I've had training on the spot
from the PIB (Press Institute of Ban-
gladesh) for 1992-1996. | got further
training for six months at a private
university in Hong Kong in 1994. As
Anwar Hussain lives overseas I've not
been able to get much guidance from
him. However, Dr Shahidul Alam of
"Drik" has helped me on various
occasions andin many ways.

TDS: A photographer of "Prothom
Alo", who else has egged you on,
specially onthe home front?

BA: My mother Halima Khatun
always encouraged me from the
outset. My guru NA Mamun was my
next inspiration. My wife, Nazli
Chowdury --we got married this year --
who works at the Bengal Art and
Research Institute, now lends me all
her support.

Creativity

Passion for fashion

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK
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Ramadan has just begun.

NE can hardly be unaware of the hustle and
bustle of the customers and feel the pulse of
the shopping arcades once again.

The restaurants across

the city are ready to offer the mouth watering iftar
packets of jilebee, fuluree, samosa, dahibora, halim
and many more items. In the old town alone, the
tradition offers over a hundred varieties of iftar.

One of the main focus of Eid shopping is undoubt-
edly the Eid outfit--the panjabees, the sarees, the

shalwar-kameez.

In a few days it would be impossible to miss the
signboards, banners, neon signs proclaiming that
theirs is THE place to shop: Brand new stock! Pre-
mium collections! No mistaking it--Eid is just around

the corner.

The designers spends sleepless nights to offer
something new and gorgeous for the fashion-
frenzied. The work actually starts much earlier. Six
months in advance orders must be placed for the
materials, designs have to be set, additional printers,
and tailors have to be employed and what not.

When | started designing almost 18 years ago on
Balaka silk, it was something of a new concept as
designer fashion was still a fledgling business. There
were a handful of designers only and customers
tended to favour the imported sarees. Printing
sarees was far from easy. The silk had to be hand
washed to get the wax polish off, dried and then
printed on. As a finishing touch the sarees had to be
sentto the factories for steaming and ironing.

The process was arduous, though worthwhile. But
slowly the tide seemed to have changed as more and
more designers entered the market.

Over the years the number of designer boutiques

Ornate embroidery at the yoke by Shatabdi
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Silk saree with block and kantha stitches by Banglar Mg\g

ve
mushroomed. Some are household names, some
are starting to make waves.

Now it's a pleasure to see so many of our country's
talents hosting exhibitions, opening boutiques, and
winning customers to our indigenous designs!

Banglar Mela has once again put a feather in their
cap by emphasizing totally on local materials. Emdad
Huq ,director of Banglar Mela said that specially
woven cotton sarees for the Eid are now for sale
at their shop. The zaree border Tangail special
quality sarees and the sequined saris are the
special attraction for the Eid.

Soft tone Tangail sarees in block print are
offered, hand-paint and airbrushed sarees and
wood print sarees are something special for the
Eid.

Shatabdi is another successful fashion house
in the country that has introduced and popular-
ised many old and new trends of clothing.
Handloom sarees inscribed with lines of
Rabindrasangeet has been the most artistic innova-
tion from the house. In men's attire also Shatabdi has
initiated the style of panjabee without the koli--the
extra two strips of cloth on the sides. Besides,
Shatabdi has kameez made from cotton, silk and
georgette with block print, dye, hand paint, embroi-
dery and aplique.

Street drama

STAFF

CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Songs of the yesteryears at Bishwa Shahitya Kendra

CULTURE DESK

programmes.

C

ULTURAL organisation Srijan
arranges musical evening on songs of
the yesteryears, on the last Thursday
of every month, at the Bishwa Shahitya
Kendra. Promising and prominent singers of
the country perform songs of the yesteryears
in these programmes. To keep the practice of
the songs and to inspire the young ones to

Nandi

Popular singer Subir Nandi was the chief
guest while special guests were eminent
musical personality Mahbuba Rahman and
Nazrul singer Bulbul Moholanabish. Subir
started the programme with his
popular number Paharer Kanna Dekhe
Tomra Takey Jhorna Bolo and after this he
performed Amar E Duti Chokh Pathor To
Noy Tobu Keno Khoye Khoye Jay.

Promising singer Tanzina Parvin Tama

sang two Tagore songs Je Ratey Mor Duar
Guli Bhanglo Jhorey and Amarey Dak Dilo
Ke Upor Paney. The Nazrul
Towhidul Islam was enchanting and the
Shahnaz Rahmotullah's number Je Chhilo
Drishtir Shimanay by Samia Naz Lubna was
greatly cheered by the audience. The other
singers presented traditional folk songs and
modern songs.

songs by

RANSPARENCY
International of Ban-
gladesh (TIB) held

three shows of a 'street

drama' on anti-corruption at
three different public places in
the northern city of Rajshahi,
recently, drawing huge
audiences. With a view to
creating awareness about
corruption and its evil effects
on our society, TIB,in collabo-
ration with the theatre team of

Shacheton Nagorik Commit-

tee of Nalitabari in Sherpur

staged the drama at the court

TIB makes one aware of corruption

Bazar areas. During another
show at the Folklore Square of
Rajshahi University some
hundreds of students and
teachers gathered to watch
the drama and later
exchanged views with the TIB
team.

At the beginning of every
show, TIB's Media Relations
Officer Mohammad Imam
Uddin explained their aim to
work against corruption for a
better Bangladesh. TIB's
'street drama' coordinator
Kamal Hossain Mintu and
Nalitabari Shaceton Nagorik
Committee member
Samedul Islam Talukhdar
were also present during

A scene from the drama -- 'Relief, staged at the Folklore

Square of Rajshahi University on Wednesday morning
jointly by Gono Nattya Dal of Nalitabari Shacheton Nagorik
Committee and Transparency International Bangladesh.

perform these songs is the objective of these premises and at Shabeb the programme.
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