Bush sees
attackers
as growing
desperate

Allies react with horror :
AP, Washington

President George W Bush yesterday
said US progress in Itaq is making
insurgents more "desperate” and :
spurring attacks such as the bomb- ;
ings at the international Red Cross :
headguarters and four police sta- :
tions “acioss Baghdad that killed !
dozensofpeople;

"The more progress we make on ;
the ground, the more free the Iragis :
become, the more electricity that's
available, the more jobs are avail-
able, the more ids that are going to, :
school, the more desperate these
Killers become,” Bush told reporters
attheWhite House, i

Bush spoke after meeting with :
civiian US Iragi administrator L .
Paul Bremer:

Bush, sitting in the Oval Office,
said' those who are continuing to
engage in violence "can't stand the
thought of a free society. They hate
freedom; They love termon 'I'heylmre :
to tryto createfearand chaos,”

But Bush said he remains "even
more determined to work with the -
Iragi'people” to restore peace and

, civility tothewar-tornnation.

Bush called those ﬂrchestratmg i
‘theattacks "cold-blooded killers.”

He vowed to track down those :

‘carrying out the escalating attacks,
which the president said are being :
conductedbyaminorityinirag.
Allies'reaction

Meantime, US allies condemned

: SEE PAGE 11 COL 2 !

AP, Baghiiad

* Suicide bombers struck the Red
;- Crossheadquarters and three police
- stationsacross Baghdad onMonday,

killing at least 35 people and injur-

ing more than 200 in a coordinated
ierror spree that stunned the Iragi.
1 capital on the first day of the Islamic

* holymonth of fasting, Ramadan;

‘The string of car bombings, all

within about 45 minutes, was the:
: bloodiest episode yetinthe city of 5

million by insurgents targeting the
American-led occupation and those
perceived as workingwith it.

It also appeared to mark a dra-
matic escalation in tacties, suggest-
ing. a level of organisation U.S.

* officials had doubted the resistance
i possessed. In'past weeks; bombers
. have carried out heavy suicide

bombings butin single strikes.
President Bush said progress in

: Irag is making insurgents more
: "desperate” and fueling attacks.

Sitting next to civilian U.8. Iraqi

- administrator L; Paul Bremer in the
+ Oval Office, Bush said he remains

"even more 'determined to: work

: with the Traqi people” to restore
peace and civility to the wartom-
+ nation.

At the Pentagon, officials

. described the two days of violence
< asa significant spike in attacks that
¢ showedsomelevel of coordination -
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aghdad bloodbath

Over 200 wounded as Red Cross HQ, police stations made car bomb targets

EDITION

TODAYS ISSUE 20 PAGES

PHOTOLAFR

Iragi police evacuate a wounded man from the International Committee of the Red Cross Baghdad headquarters, right; and aUS soldierradios as rescuers searchithe debris of a blast site, left, inthe

Baghdad suburb of Sha'abyesterday.
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Red Cross mulls
cutback in Irag
operations

UN agencies shocked,
not surprised

AR, Geneva

The International Com:nutfea ofithe
Red Cross (ICRC) said yesterday it is

' co_r_'zsidert_ng cuttng back its opera-

tions in Irag after a bomb attack on
its’ Baghdad/ ‘headyuarters that
shook the neutral Swiss-run organi-
satinn.

The attack léilled tWo Iraql
emplcryt.es ofthe ICRC and as many
as 10, other people outside’ the
agenicy's compound, said agency
s$pokesman FlorianWestphal,

Several 1CRC employees were
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'Syrian bomber'
held in Baghdad,
US says

REUTERS, Baghdad.,

ALS. general said the one atiacker
captured inthe bombings that killed
about 40 yesterday had a Syrian
passport, fuelling suspicions  that

| foreign fighters were behinda rising:

tide of violence.

Brig. Gen. Mark Hertling of the
1.5, Army's 1st Armored Division
said police shot' and wounded 'the
man when he got out of a'car and
tried tohurlagrenadeataBaghdad:
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.Fingers pointed

at hoarders

Cﬁmmerc‘e- minister comes
under PM fire for price spiral,
asked to visit market

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As prices of essentials continue to
gpar on the eve of Rampadan, the
government yesterday held a series
ofmeetings; unefeaturmgthep:ime'
mirister, to put brakes' «on pnces
blamed mainly on hoarders close to
the government.

Highly, p]aced sources said in
each meeting Commerce Minister
Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury:
came under fire for what they said
was hisfailure to control themnarket'.

The meetings blamed the minis-
tryforneglect totake adequate steps,
to stem the upswing of prices
despite advance report from several
governmentagencies,

They said a goveriiment badym a
report more than a month' ago

tipped offprice hikes of onion and
asked forurgentsteps,

But the report was allegedly
leaked to a section of unscrupulous
businessmen; who used the infor-:
mation and the government's weak
market: monitoring to make brisk
money.

‘Sources at the Prime Mlmsler 8§

‘Office (PMO) said they came to

know that some' influential
businesspeople, who have close
links with-the -alliance government
and control over market; are respon-
siblefor the price spiral.

Officials said Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia sat with senior cabinet
colleagues, including Finance

‘Minister M' Saifur Rahman and

Local Government, Rural
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Ramadan

begins

UNB, Dliaka "

‘The holy month of Ramadan begins

itoday as the moon of the lunar

menth, Saban,wassighited yesterday.

The month-long fasting during
daytime was supposed to start
yesterday, but it-was deférred for a
dayas the moon was not sighted on
Sunday:

The' holy: Lailatul 'Qadr will be
observed'on the night of November
22, Islamic Foundation soiirces said
lastnight.

According: to. Islamic tenets,
Ramadan was the mionth when the
almighty Allah Began to reveal the
holy. book, Al-Quran, to Pmphet
Muhammad (Sm) some 1400 years
ago,

Ramadan' office hours for gov-
ernment, autonomous and semi-

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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Notice
'The Daily Star runs the Hst of
remaining plotalotteesin Rajuk's

Purbachal project on pages 17,
18,19and 20today:

Price bull mauls_

middle-class -
Inflation creeps up, dearness
allowance erodes

RejauL KAriv Byron

The costofliving has been onawild
run hecatise of price spiral of essen-
tialiterns: .

According to Bangladesh Bureau
of Statistics (BBS), inflation mea-
sured on a point-to-point basis

- stood at’5.14 percentin July, up from

5.03 pr:rtentm]um: InJulylastyear,
inflation clocked 3,55 percent. -

According: to: official sources,
inflationrate would record a further
rise afterJulybecauseof theincrease
in fooditems.

The BES: ﬁgu:es suppnrt this
forecast as it is found that the food
index: tecorded diTise in ]uly, from
5.22 percentin june to 5.86 percent.

In July' last year, the' food index
- clocked only1.49 percent. !

.On! the other hand, non-food
inflation fell slightly from 4.68 per-

centinjuneto 4,10 percentinjuly:

Whatever may be the rise in
inflation, the. fixed-income group
has been hard hit and finds it diffi-
culttomake ends meet.

A ﬁnance ministry official yester-
day gave The Daily Star an account
of how his dearness allowance
erodedbecauseofprice hike.

IHis' {the name undisclosed for
obvious reason) salary increased Tk
570 due to! 10 percent 'dearness
allowance in July. But his electricity’

hill im.reasad’fk 150 as tariff hiked,
monthly. grocery bill shot up, by Tk

800 vand' ‘transport cost to office
doubled toTk50,

0 have not counted other cast

increases and still 1 am poorter by

aboutTk500a month,"hesaid.
MohammadShahadatHossain, a
typist: at the finance mninistry, said
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

concrefe products.

internationally.

GE/ MCG?\ LIMITEDR invites application from bondfide busines
. ‘houses locally and'intemationally’ to appoint agents for selling their
products Spun Prestressed Concrete ( SPC) Poles, SPC Piles,
Concrete Railway Sleeper, Hollow Core Slab, Brick Blocks and Uther

Gemcon Ltd. Started SPC Poles production in 1987. SPC. Poles
production capacity of Gemcon group has reached 4,60 60,000 nos; per
annum. Meanwhile PDB and some other Companies ha
factories to produce SPC Poles and the fotal production capacity of all,
the factories is now 460,000 nos 8
Bangladesh, whereas the lotal demand of Government Agencies like
BPDB, REB. DESA, BMDA is about 350,000 nog, Electric Poles.
But now it will start fo diminish each year bécause these poles domnot §
need replacing. Their durability is:lifelong, ‘And Transmission & §8&
Distribution lines will be getting saturated as a country like ours with §
difficulties can be electrified upto 50% eommercially and technically.
Considering the total requirement of the, Government, Gemecon Ltd,
has decided to, sell their' SPC poles to the private sector within the
country and! abroad’ through appointment of Agents locally and
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'SPC Poles per annum in
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Khilgaon OC taken
off over killing in

custody charge
Locals observe half-day hartal

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The officer-in-charge (OC) of
Khilgaon: Police Station was with-
drawn yesterday following an alle-
gationthat ayoung man was bealen
to deathinpolice custody.

"f have issued an order for with-
drawal of Entéjar Raliman:in' the
afternoon,!" Commissioner of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP)
AshrafulHudasaid.

"Actions would have been taken
against him had the one-member
probe body that 1 formed in the

moming: found him guilty," the
commissionersaid.

_ Additional’ DMP. Commissionar
Mizanur Rahman'is the lone mem-
berofthebody;

"l am expecting to get the probe

report tonight, ! Hudatold The Daily*

Star. y
iStib-Inspector: of the Detective
Branch of Police Arman Ali was
yesterday appointed the OC of
Khilpann Police Stationyesterday.
Locals of Meradia observed a
half-dayhartalinthe areayesterday,
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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SHAKHAWAT LITON

With uncertainty hanging over its
fate, the eighth patliament com-
pletes two. years: of its five-year
tenure foday:

The Jatiya Sangsad has yet to
begin effective functioning for what
analysts say was negative politics of
both  the ruling and opposition

parties,

The configuration of parliament
is not yet complete, although it sat
onl 53workdays and passed 78hills.

The parliamentary standing

committees, wvital institutes in a

‘demogracy, are limping with the
main opposidonAwamiTeague (AL)

yettonominate theirdeputiestothe .

bodies,

Anduntil now, the House has not
nominated adeputyleader.

Serious quorum crisis dogged all
the nine sessions of the current
parliament and on most days the
sittingsbegan well behind schedule,
wasting a huge amount of gm;em-
mentfund.

As the main opposition boy
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Today
Opening our 19rh branch ac Motijheel, Dhaka.

our 5 Attractive Loan Schemes
@ Doctors Credit Scheme
O Women Entrepreneurs Development Scheme
O Consumers Credit Scheme
0 Small Loan Scheme
@ Rural Development Scheme

OF 5:'

e

presence ftd.

AHDIRe A
Mercantile Bank 1td.

%rﬁtﬁw




