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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

October 16-27

An exhibition titled 'Transformation’, a
compilation of works by 14 artists
from Dhaka , Chittagong, Rajshahi
and Bogra , is going on at the La
Gallerie of Alliance Francaise, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhaka.

October 17-November 12

Gallery Dhrupad holds a group art
exhibition titled 'Rhythm in nature' of
sixty renowned artists of Bangladesh
at the gallery premises. The show will
remain open from 10 am to 9 pm
daily.

October 24-31

Bengal gallery of Fine Arts will hold
an exhibition of the works of three
artists from three countries
Bangladesh, Mexico and Uganda.
The exhibition will remain open for
all from 12 pm to 8pm everyday.
Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, House
275/F, Road 27 (old), Dhanmondi,
Dhaka.

October 16-22

Zainul Gallery holds an art
exhibition of eight artists, three from
India and five from Bangladesh.
The show will remain open for all
from 11 amto 8 pm everyday.

Korean Contem-
porary Painting

October 19-25

To celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of
the diplomatic relation  between
Bangladesh and the Republic of
Korea, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy has arranged 'Korean
Contemporary Painting Exhibition' by
Choon Choo Fine Arts Association in
Korea at the National Gallery. The
exhibition will remain open for all from
11 am to 7 pm daily (Friday 3pm-7
pm).

Painting

October 10-24

Shilpangan arranged a fifteen-day-
long solo painting exhibition of artist
Iftikharuddin Ahmed's recent works.
The show is open for all from 10 am
to 9 pm everyday.

Photography
Exhibition

October 24-30

A Photography exhibition titled
‘Mughal Muslim Architecture(Part-
1)' by Babu Ahmed will be held at
the Zainul Gallery 2, Institute of
Fine Arts, DU. The show will
remain open from 2 pm to 7 pm
everyday.

DramaLane

Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.

(Eveningshow at7:00 pm
Morning show at 11:00am)

Group Plays Date
Desh Natok Birosha 21
Kabya
Muktaloy  Faand 22

Natyangan

Unmochon Azrailer 23
Post Mortem

Dhaka Shonar Khachay 24

Nandonik  Bandi Pakhi

Padatik Shojon Badhiar 25
Natya Ghat

Shangshad

Mahakal  Shikhondi 26
Natya Katha

shomproday

Centre For The Lesson 27

Asian Thaetre

Abdul Alim

Remembering a timeless meastro

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

BDUL Alim (1931-1974)a brilliant folk

singer possessed a melodious and

gifted voice which is yet to be sur-
passed by any other folksinger of our country.
His presentation was simply magical. His
songs epitomized the very essence of folk
culture and mesmerized listeners across the
country. Indeed, he played an important role in
popularizing this form of music. With such alife
of achievement it is unfortunate that his death
anniversary was observed unceremoniously
last month and he is now almost a forgotten
chapter.

Alim migrated from Murshidabad of West
Bengal, to Dhaka after partition, and joined the
Dhaka Radio station as a staff artist.

From a very young age Alim's musical
senses were honed from listening to the
gramophone records. By the age of 14 he had
already recorded two songs for the company.
While performing songs at the Alia Madrasa in
Calcutta he gained immense popularity
among the connoisseurs of music.

In Dhaka he took lessons from Ustad Mo-
hammed Hossain Khosru for sometime. Dur-
ing his career, as a folk singer he performed at
a number of music conferences. At the All
Pakistan music conference in Lahore, Alim
was awarded five gold medals for his virtuoso
performance and contribution to music. He
recorded songs for '"Mukh O Mukhosh’, the first
film ever to be produced in the erstwhile East
Pakistan. Subsequently, he continued to

Many countries put in rigor-
ous work to preserve their
national treasure of songs,
either by reprinting, editing,
re-launching (with new art-
istes); in comparison we
seem happy to exile our art-
istes to footnotes.
.|

record songs at a prolific rate.

The folk songs are inherent treasures of our
riverine Bangladeshi culture. The songs ex-
press the hopes and frustrations of young
hearts and it also upholds the life and culture of
the different regions. Bhatialy songs, sung
mainly in riverine regions of Eastern
Mymensingh and the low lands of Sylhet, are
meant to replicate the energy and timeless-
ness of the rivers that have been flowing from
time immemorial.

People who have heard Alim's presentation
of Naiya Rey Nayer Badaam Tuila, Duarey
Aishachey Palkiand countless other songs will
find it difficult to forget his presentation and
artistic skill in voice modulation and holding it
to a tune without break which seemed like an
eternity. Abdul Alim's talent in such Bhatiyali
songs were a treat to the listeners. Many say
his passion was contagious.

Folksongs are so central to our cul-
ture that it seems a shame that the
works of such artistes as Abdul Alim are
not readily available to the listeners.
Radio Bangladesh should have taken
initiatives to preserve the golden voices
of the yesteryears. Our recording com-
panies have a role to play too. Many
countries put in rigorous work to pre-
serve their national treasure of songs,
either by reprinting, editing, re-
launching (with new artistes); in com-
parison we seem happy to exile our
artistes to footnotes.

"Abar Aranya" a cross-over production

CONTINUED FROM YESTERDAY
PALLAB BHATTACHARYA,New Delhi

present in "Abar Aranye", Rituparno Ghosh

turns the focus once again on his favourite
subjectcomplex human relationships in his latest
film which is the celluloid recreation of
Rabindranath Tagore's novel "Chokher Baali" (A
Grain of Sand).

Rituparno has lined up a star-studded caste for
his film, the tallest of them of all is of course
Bollywood megastar Aishwariya Rai in the role of
widow Binodini. The film has already been
screened in three key international film festivals
in Locarno, where it missed the top prize, Venice
and Toronto.

Exploration of human relationships and their
subtle nuances have come under Rituparno's
scanner in all his movies so far--Unishey April,

I f Gautam Ghosh juxtaposes the past and the

& A AN
Proshenjeet in a scene from Chokher Baali

Dahan, Bariwali and Ashookh to name some from
his list of films.

The buzz in film circles is that Aishwariya Rai
may have taken arisk in appearing in the role of a
widow shorn of the glitz and glamour so common
to Hindi commercial films at a time when she is
the most sought-after by Bollywood film-makers.

Film industry experts say the role in "Chokher
Baali" may have given Aishwariya the chance to
be noticed at the international level, something
the actress has been trying for quite some time,
especially acting in Hollywood movies.

Rituparno's earlier films "Dahan" and
"Bariwali" won national awards for actresses
Indrani Halder, Rituparna Sengupta and Kiron
Kher. Willit be the turn of Aishwariya now?

Far removed from the settings of "Abar
Aranye" and "Chokher Bali" is the film "Magbool,"
directed by Vishal Bhardwaj, a modern-day
adaptation of the spirit of "Macbeth" in the story of
human relationships in the underworld of Bom-
bay.

Bhardwaj is known in India more for his musi-
cal composition in the film "Maachis" released
some years ago. He, however, is not new to
direction, for he has already made "Makdee"
featuring Shabana Azmi.

The director says he has not dared to venture
into celluloid production of "Macbeth" but sought
to stick to only its spirit in setting the story of
ambition and jealousy in the underworld of Bom-
bay.

The story is about Magbool, played by promis-
ing actor Irfan, who is the confidante of under-
world don Abbaiji (performed by veteran TV actor
Pankaj Kapoor). Abaji's mistress (played by
actress Tabu) gets into an affair with Magbool and
this destroys the entire gang.

Some critics have found in "Magbool" echoes
of Macbeth in the character of Magbool, of Lord
Duncan (in Shakepeare's play) in Abbaji, of Lady

Aishwariya Rai in the role of Binodini in Chokh
Baali

Macbeth in Abaji's mistress and of witches
in the drama in Om Puri and Naseeruddin
Shah playing out the roles of corrupt cops.

Bhardwaj's film has already done the
round in the international circuit, having
been screened in Toronto and Morocco film
festivals recently. The director as well as
Bobby Bedi, producer of "Magbool, hope the
connection between the film and Shake-
speare's play would help its market interna-
tionally.

The film has once again brought to the
fore acting capabilities of Irfan who shot into
limelight after his performance in the
widely-acclaimed Hollywood film "The
Warrior". He has already a bagful of mean-
ingful as well as commercial film assign-
ments.

The Baily Star

Simple, subtle and suave

Ina Rolshoven's exhibit at "La Galerie"

FAYzA HAQ

ALKING about "Wounded Surface," an exhibition

of paintings, installations and collage, Ina

Rolshoven, a visiting artist from New York, who
had her recent exhibit at "La Galerie", spoke at length
about the details of her work and the reason behind her
superb creations. Rolshoven explained that she came
as a designer to work for MCC (Mennonite Centre
Committee), a producer group in the countryside and to
make up samples of crafts and any materials that will be
useful like hand-made paper, basket, decorations for
jute. MCC is an organisation that is dedicated to work for
peace in more than 60 countries.

Asked how Rolshoven, of German origin got in touch
with MCC, she said that she had gone with a friend to
Vietnam and this person was working for MCC. This was
three years ago and while working in New York as an
artist for three years, she decided to join the organisa-
tion. Ina had been working in New York for ten years,
working as an artist and designer. She also worked for
the Guggenheim Museum while she was there.

Dwelling on her experiences in New York, Rolshoven
said, that at first it was very challenging to adjust as life
there as NY is a "fast" city and people there are very
focused on their work. She said that as many artists live
in NY there is a lot of inspiration and there is also a
personal challenge. However, she enjoyed the pace
there. Comparing her life in USA with that in Bangla-
desh, she said that she enjoyed the relative peace here
and she would miss it sore as she was leaving it soon.
She stayed in Mohammadpur, she said, and will always
remember the place with nostalgia. She laughed when
she was asked about the how she had taken to the rain,

Orphelia- 2001

heat, dust, insects and poverty that went hand in hand
with so many South East Asian metropolises.
Rolshoven said, "Everything is in the mind; as my mind
was peaceful here nothing bothered me; on other days
when | was a bit nervous | found everything too much to
accept. Everything depended on my inner require-
ments. | did miss home but | was lucky to have my mom
visit me in January, | took her to all the MCC projects to
the countryside near Syedpur. It was a very unusual
experience for her as she's never been to the Subconti-
nent before. She enjoyed, as I'd done myself, the open,
smiling and warm-hearted people there."

Elaborating on her art pieces at "La Galerie" (that
were geometrical collage works which included painting
apart from her installations), Rolshoven said, "The rich
and original expressions of Bangladeshi art has inspired
her own work and she wished to share her experiences
with her viewers through her work. If life only comprises
of the image or reflection we see, it would surely be
inane and blasé ; the texture of a painting parallel the

erharshness of life. It is the raw element of Bangladesh
that gives it its spice. Only when we are able to see

Ina Rolshoven

ourselves without the smoothness of deception, are we
able to see anything at all. The art works may then
become that object to which the onlooker can open
himself/herself to examine. The 'Britto' artists, Nisar
Hossain, and Ahmed Nazir of 'Chitrak’ helped me
specially with my work."

One piece had shades, swirls and sections of
turquoise and orange, sections of circles, splashes
and collage of chocolate wrapping paper. The portions
had been linked together with shaded bandages.
These were done on cloth. Rolshoven said that they
were collages on which she had been experimenting
with since the last ten years. "I've been working around
the theme of 'wound'," she said, "which stands for the
'slings and arrows' of life. | like the gauze for the ban-
daged effect, which has been dyed with tea and paint;
the final effect is that of a map; | always work in layers
of materials; my layers represent the human skin as
well as a person's personality: you understand some-
one with more exposures to him/her. You grow to know
a person a little at a time. The layers may also betaken
as healing of wounds."

Asked if US experience in Vietham and that in
Afghanistan and more recent one in Iraq had effected
her work, Rolshoven said, "The series to the left of the
gallery are images that | collected during the recent
Iragi happenings. The different faces that you see
there have been collected at that time; they also repre-
sent my mother's experiences as a refugee during
World War II. Germany began the war and that brought
misery to the whole world. My main reason for joining
MCC was my strong commitment for peace; MCC sent
relief packages to Iraq when it was being bombed. As a
foreigner in Bangladesh, | was questioned by onlook-
ers in the streets and the faces you see there also
include those of the local people. I'm always trying to
connect various experiences along with those of my
own. | want to share my experiences and try to under-
stand the world."

The piece that looked like some Rajasthani fabric
work had bright, exotic colours splashed on it. It
reminded one somewhat of Jackson Pollock's work.
They were layers of cloth, paint and tinsels once, used
"once more with feeling". Her installations too cap-
tured one's imagination; Rolshoven was bold and
brave enough to include the portrait of a Bangladeshi
who didn't quite accept her in her works. And thus she
drove home the message of the global need for "pax"
and understanding.

Asked if she had left behind any friend in New York,
Rolshoven said, "If it were so he would have been a
very lonely man as | haven't been home for three years."
The senior women painters in Dhaka admire her cook-
ing and her mastery over "Rabindrasangeet".

Recitation festival

ANGLADESH Abritti

Shamonnyoy Parishad

organises 6th National
Recitation Festival, 2003 on
October 24-26, says a press
release. Eminent cultural per-
sonality Sanjida Khatun will
inaugurate the festival at the
Shawkat Osman Memorial Audi-
torium of the Public Library at 10

October 24

am. President of Shammilito

Shangskritik Jote Nasiruddin
Yusuff will attend the ceremony
as special guest.

To this effect, a committee has
been formed with Asaduzzaman
Noor as the convenor.

Recitation programme will be
held at 6:30 pm at the same
venue, in which recitation groups

and popular artistes will take
part.

October 25

A procession will start at 4 pm
from the library premises. At 6:30
pm recitation programme will be
held.

October 26

Solo and group recitation will
be held at6:30 pm.

All programmes are in local time. The
Daily Star will not be responsible for any
change in the programme.
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