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Celebration
October 20

A reception for the eminent poet
Shamsur Rahman will be held at the
National Museum on October 20,at
6.30pm to mark his 75th birthday.

This will
'Konthoshilon'.

Exhibition

October 16-27

An exhibition titled Transformation’, a
compilation of works by 14 artists
from Dhaka , Chittagong, Rajshahi
and Bogra , is going on at the La
Gallerie of Alliance Francaise, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhaka.

October 17-November 12

Gallery Dhrupad holds a group art
exhibition titted 'Rhythm in nature' of
sixty renowned artists of Bangladesh
at the gallery premises. The show will
remain open from 10 am to 9 pm
daily.

Korean Contem-

porary Painting
October 19-25

To celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of
the diplomatic relation  between
Bangladesh and the Republic of
Korea, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy has arranged 'Korean
Contemporary Painting Exhibition' by
Choon Choo Fine Arts Association in
Korea at the National Gallery. The
exhibition will remain open for all from
11 am to 7 pm daily (Friday 3pm-7
pm).

be organised by

Painting

October 10-24

Shilpangan arranged a fifteen-
day-long solo painting exhibition
of artist Iftikharuddin Ahmed's
recent works. The show is open
for all from 10 am to 9 pm
everyday.

DramaLane

Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.

(Evening show at 7:00 pm
Morning show at 11:00am)
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From poetry to theatre

Gandhar of Kolkata presents Joy Goswami's novel
in poetry on stage at the Natyajan Natyotshab

HARUN UR RASHID

coming into acting,’ says
Bijoylakshmi Barman regard-
ing her attempt into the theatrical
performance. 'l was among the
juridal [chorus] in the team of
Shaonli Mitra.' And it was the famed
actress and daughter of noted actor-
director Shambhu Mitra who played
the most active role in introducing
Barman on stage. Barman also
pays gratitude to Subrata Pal, a
member of Shambhu Mitra's theatre
group Bahurupi, who has always
inspired herto act.

Bijoylakshmi Barman is now in
Dhaka participating with her group
Gandhar in the ongoing festival
organised by the theatre group
Natyajan. Gandhar has staged two
shows of its drama Charduar, in
which Barman plays a major role. In
addition, Barman has performed two
shows of her solo acting Jara
Brishtite Bhijechhilo, the theatrical
adaptation of poet Joy Goswami's
poetical novel of the same name.

Bijoylakshmi Barman's first ever
performance on stage in 1985 was a
remarkable event. She was doing a
role in the play Dashchakra, an
adaptation of Henrik Ibsen's Enemy
of the People. Besides it was her
maiden forte, she performed with the
legendary actor of Indian theatre
Shambhu Mitra in that drama. More-
over, the show was a funds raiser for
the tornado victims of Urir Char in
Bangladesh thus achieving a moral
value.

Bijoylakshmi Barman later joined
Gandhar in 1997. With the group her
first production is Charduar, a Bangla
version of a Marathi drama. Eminent
actor-director Meghnad
Bhattacharya gave Gandhar the
original Marathi play. Barman recalls
how the play was then converted into
Bangla. 'With a Marathi lady whom
we called Tara'di, who had good

I used to recite poetry before

knowledge of Bangla, we translated
the play in 15 days. Then Meghnad
edited the script.'

Later, however, Bijoylakshmi
Barman had to remain away from the
stage for two years due to some
unavoidable circumstances. But

when she came back, she did it with
confidence and excellence with her
solo performance Jara Brishtite
Bhijechhilo.

The play is a narrative of the story
of sufferings and frustrations of a girl.
The play presents the girl with an

While others used to look at her with
eyes of nasty greed, this 'mute’ boy
whose name she never knew gave
her a kind of tranquil of the mind. The
girl had a few other refuges too. She
made friends with trees, or a tune of
her childhood days. She found
solace in the cool of the bathroom,
the lone balcony or the terrace. She
dreamt about a life free from all these
sufferings and embarrassment.

A brief period of emancipation
then comes into the girl's life as she
goes to live with her maternal aunt's

Bijoylakshmi Barman's facial expressions and honest involvement in
acting earned her great applause from the audience.

ordinary middle class background
and wedded into another such
household, telling those sad stories.
Like all other middle class house-
wives, she is also accustomed to
accept her fate without protest since
her early age. The fatherless girl lived
with her mother and younger sister in
the family of her uncle who used to
exploit the helplessness of the three
women and always reminded them
thatthey were at his mercy.

In that suffocated life, however, the
girl found solace in a young boy.

house. But after her marriage, which
takes place very shortly, the girl gets
fettered again--by her husband and
the in-laws now. Even after ten years
of marriage, the girl cannot have a
baby because of the husband's
impotency, which only adds to her
mental torture. The plight gets even
more unbearable when she learns
from an old friend about her hus-
band's infidelity. But she cannot
establish her flawless position in the
patriarchal society.

At such a moment of mental

torment she decides to abandon the
life in that family and live that of her
own. The sudden win over her situa-
tion has been depicted in the narra-
tive of the play quite symbolically. The
narration is mostly in the third person
except that towards the close of the
drama the tone shifts almost unno-
ticeably to the first person. This shift
marks all the changes--the girl's
gaining self-confidence and self-
respect, her revolt against all sup-
pressing social doctrines, and most
importantly her emancipation.

The suggestive stage props
used in the play enhanced the
symbolic sequences of the story. A
few strings tied from ceiling to the
floor and throwing light on it create
an artistic projection of moonlight
on the window. Especially, in the
final scene Barman's body lan-
guage creates an aesthetic rhythm
with the lights projected on her, the
whole composition giving life to her
newly found emancipated self.

Barman's adept control over
voice and tone, her facial expres-
sions and, above all, her honest
involvement into acting earned her
great applause from the audience.

Jara Brishtite Bhijechhilo is
Barman's only solo performance
so far. She however does not make
any differentiation between group
acting and solo acting. 'The basic
concept of theatre lies in group
activity,’ she explains. 'The only
difference between the two is that
in case of solo acting there is only
one character. But no one can deny
the presence and continuous
support of others like the stage
designer, light designer, director
and everyone in the whole team.'

Bijoylakshmi Barman believes
that through theatre it is possible to
come close to the ordinary peo-
ple. She highly values the charita-
ble possibilities of the medium.

Revival of centuries old Bangla songs

Panchoshor, a newly formed
cultural organisation, with the
objective of working with different
forms of arts like--film, music,
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Penchant for peace

Nazia Andaleeb's Japanese exposure

FAYZA HAQ

ALKING of the new elements

that she had included in her

recent exhibit at Chuwa
Gallery, Japan, Nazia Andaleeb
Preema says that she was prepar-
ing for it for two years. Knowing the
open minds of progressive Japa-
nese viewers, she was confident
that her abstract work would find
praise and enthusiasm. Except for
one, all the 25 paintings were new
oil on paper. The items in her 4th
solo were smaller in size, to match
the local demand.

Andaleeb says, "l intentionally
introduced some elements from
Bangladesh such as the rickshaw or
the feeling of the rain as the freshly
washed sensation in 'Monsoon
rain'. Another had closed space
despite the surrounding gold and
bronze and this was to depict her
feeling of congestion at the time that
she was painting. My work in Japan
was a progress from what had been
seen in Dhaka: | simply progressed
from the stage that | had reached
earlier. | was naturally more experi-
mental. My style and themes, work-
ing with textures and minimizing my
figures was continued.

"There were lines with the spatula
to represent recurrent feelings or
roughly sketched images such as
that of a boat or a man seen in
motion. Realistic images were there
only to relive the laying on of
colours. | had used the contrast of
black and white along with warm
colours like shades of yellow. The
white was there to bring in the
Japanese penchant for peace."

Seen at Japan was also "Amar
desh" which had splashes of lemon
yellow combined with cadmium

|

yellow, bringing in a passage of a
boat through mustard fields. Blue,
black and gray stood for land that
had been spoilt somewhat and
which lent contrast to the bright
shades. The up and down play of
texture work added rhythm. The
visible form in vibrant oranges and
red was a sinking sail. "Fulfillment"
brought in a buoyant splash of white
along with a slice of crescent moon,
with hints of warm orange. The "Red
city" series brought in the claustro-
phobic feeling of a Dhaka dweller
who was overwhelmed with the
cement jungles. There were hints of
a house, a tall cracked building and
other tiny forms in the composition.
The bright colours expressed the
need for space and understanding
in the crowded metropolis with its
mushrooming multistoried build-
ings.

Andaleeb says that the Bangla-
desh-Japanese exchange
programme has been organised by
GS Kabir and his wife, Sanaye
Watanbe Kabir, for years now in

Tokyo. The competition was open to
all and she had been selected by a
board in Japan. Normally the
Bangladeshi painters are exhibited
in Japan, while Japanese works are
shown in Bangladesh.

Talking of her Japan trip,
Andaleeb said "The people there
appeared very contented with their
life and work," Andaleeb remarks. "l
spent a wonderful day with Kamizo,
a senior artist, who teaches in
Lebanon, and although | could not
speak Japanese, sign language
was adequate."

Dwelling on the artists who had
inspired her of late, the artist says,
"For the past few years I've been
influenced by the French artist
Soulages, and before that | liked the
works of Mohammed Kibria and
Kazi Giasuddin. | want to absorb the
best from others and go in my own
individual way, creating a style that
will stand out as typically mine."

Abaar Aranye, a cross-over production

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

I WO Bengali films directed by internationally-

acclaimed Gautam Ghosh and Rituparno Ghosh
and a Hindi movie that transports the spirit of
Shakespeare's Macbeth in a story of the underworld of
Bombay are among the most talked about in India's
biggest cinematic extravaganza the International Film

Festival of India (IFFI) here.

Gautam Ghosh's latest work Abaar Aranye (In the
Forests Again) featuring Sharmila Tagore, Saumitra
Chatterjee and Hindi star Tabu, formed part of the Indian
Panorama section of the festival and was eagerly awaited

by viewers for more than one reason.

First, the film was well received at the Venice Interna-
tional Festival in September this year. Secondly, this is the
first time Tabu acted in a Bengali film and dubbed the
Bengali dialogue herself. And finally, the most importantly,
itis, as Gautam Ghosh himself says, the director's tribute

Group Plays Date recitation, drama and dance, to maestro Satyajit Ray.
Dhaka Padatik Ingeet 20 qrganlsed a'musllca.l p rogramm.e Abar Aranye is a sequel to Ray's Aranyer Din Ratri
Desh Natok Birosha 21 titled Shu{(hln Nishidin Poradhin made in the sixties. But more than that, the sequel repre-
Kabya to mark its emergence at the sents a journey in time for Gautam Ghosh who had first the oth ins stuckin time." Ghosh
Muktaloy — Faand 22 German Cultural Centre on Octo- thought of the making it while shooting a documentary on on, the otherremains stuckinme, sa'ys osh. .
Natyangan Manik-da (as Ray was known in film circles) The film marked Sharmila Tagore's return to Bengali
) ber 17, says a pressrelease. y - i ; ;
Unmochon Azrailer 23 Man . film after a long time. Who can forget her impressive roles
. y of the characters who appeared in Ray's film . ) ) h p
Post Mortem Artistes  Sumon Chowdhury, . . . . in Ray's earlier films like Apur Sansar and Devi? It also
. return to Abar Aranye like Sharmila, Saumitra and Shamit - : o
Dhaka Shonar Khachay 24 Nasima Shaheen, Farhana Bhani . sees Tabu making her debutin Bengali film.
. . : v anja. But times have changed. The young people of , o :
Nandonik  Bandi Pakhi Akhter, Sumon Majumdar ; A ; - . . Tabu's acting in Abar Aranye is perhaps a step forward
Padatik ~ Shojon Badhiar 25 J ' ’ Ferd Py ’ Aranyer Din Ratrireturn in Ghosh's film with their spouses ¢ appearance in cross-over Hindi films like award-
Natya Ghat annat-e-rerdousy an amun and children. , winning Chandni Bar directed by Madhur Bhandarkar and
Shangshad . Zahid Khan rendered songs at the Resuming from where Ray's fim ended, Ghosh  agtitya.
e S % | progremme tofurierboongto e e et o ey Sy oy she was et s uch oot e
! i - - - Abar Aranye as about the fact that it is going to be a
shomproday Bar_19|a Nagorik Gaan'-a the generation. The characters have changed but the forest  goq e to yRa 's film. "The character o?c Arr?rita she
Centre For The Lesson 27 matic concept of Bangla songs has not quel y's film. ' ct
Asian Thaetre from the early 19th century till the "Lif .h h d hf Yet. the tribal life i plays in Ghosh's film is a free spirit and has strong
) y ry Ife has changed so much for us. Yel, the ribal lite I he|jefs about life much like me," adds the actress.
middle of 20th century. the forest has remained untouched. This shows the ;
. S : (To be continued)
presence of various layers in life. While one layer moves
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