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A callto action

Time for the OIC to fulfil its
challenging mission

HESE are troubled times for the Muslim ummah.

In addition to the poverty, dispossession, and

oppression that millions of Muslims endure, Islam
is today vilified around the world as a religion of terror.
The OIC is thus right to take a strong stand rejecting the
imputation of any nexus between Islam and terrorism.
The OIC is also right to reject selectivity and duplicity in
the fight against terrorism and the notion that only
In short, the OIC has done a
decent job outlining the grievances of the Muslim world
and insisting that the world recognise that Muslims feel
aggrieved and under siege.

However, at this moment when Islam is under siege,
the OIC must do more than merely articulate a sense of
Muslim grievance. Now, more than ever, is the time for
the OIC to live up to its founding principles and fulfil its
historic mission. This moribund force must be rejuve-
nated and focused like never before on the struggles of
Muslims world-wide. The OIC was originally conceived
of as a potentially unified force in global politics, and
while being a potent and influential presence on the
world stage remains a distant proposition, there is
nevertheless scope for the OIC to be a highly relevant

The first item of the OIC Charter is the promotion of
unity and solidarity among member states and this
remains the organisation's most basic function today. It
is this lack of unity among member states more than
anything else that has kept the OIC an irrelevant and
ineffective body. The OIC can also play a vital role in
helping to counter the misperception of Islam that exists
in the world today. The world must realise the strength
of the Muslim world's commitment to fight terrorism and
instrumental
misperception of Muslims as apologists for terrorists
who are at war with the modern world. Finally, a united
and active OIC could help to dispel the adversarial and
destructive relationship that has developed between

in countering the

However, the principal crisis that Islam faces is
Too many of the OIC member
states are dictatorships or despotisms that deny their
citizens basic political and human rights and too many
are impoverished economic backwaters that deny their
citizens basic economic and social rights.
countries need to modernise and provide economic,
political and human rights to the Muslim ummah.
Helping to provide these rights and opportunities is the
OIC's historical mission and it is this mission that must
be fulfilled for the OIC to be a relevant and effective body

Muslim

Harassment at DMCH gate

Would the health authorities now

EWARE of ambulances around the gateway to

Dhaka Medical College Hospital -- they snatch

patients away! However incredible it may sound,
that's what this paper revealed yesterday in a tell-tale
story about the premier government hospital in the
capital. The ambulances owned apparently by some
private clinics wait and prowl on the innocent victims
with the help of some unscrupulous hospital employees.
According to the report, when a patient arriving at the
outdoor fails to get admitted to the hospital, he or she
may be instantly grabbed by ambulance drivers or, in
some cases middlemen and almost forcibly taken away
to one of the private clinics.

The nexus between the hospital employees and the
ambulance drivers is so diabolic that they even prevent
patients or their relatives from hiring any taxicab. It was
horrifying to learn that some of the patients are taken
away without even a release order from hospital
authorities. The gang at the emergency gate sometimes
became so thuggish that they damaged some taxi-cabs
responding to hiring calls. This is a clear reflection of
thugs taking medicare into their hands.

Whatever little medicare could be available to people
is being hijacked by mercenary groups and the hospital
authorities seem powerless before them. The level of
indifference can be gauged from how a health director-
ate official tried to wash his hands off by saying that
whatever took place outside the hospital boundary was
none of his business. But could he explain the goings-on
inside the premises that culminated into the kind of
harassment that patients suffered outside? We have
written many times over about the racketeering that
rules the roost near hospitals, but nothing seems to
have been done as yet. Resultantly, new methods and
traps are laid to take patients away from government
hospitals into private clinics against their will and at a
great economic hardship to them.

TO THE EDITOR
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Not revenge, winning the struggle is important
Dr. Mahathir Mohamad

LHAMDULILLAH, All Praise

be to Allah, by whose Grace

and Blessings we, the leaders
of the Organisation of Islamic Confer-
ence countries are gathered here
today to confer and hopefully to plot a
course for the future of Islam and the
Muslim ummah worldwide.

On behalf of the Government and the
people of many races and religions of
Malaysia, may | extend awarm welcome
to all and everyone to this Tenth Session
of the Islamic Summit Conference in
Putrajaya, Malaysia's administrative capi-
tal.

Itis indeed a great honour for Malay-
sia to host this Session and to assume
the Chairmanship of the Organisation of
the Islamic Conference (OIC). I thank the
members for their confidence in Malay-
sia's Chairmanship.

May | also take this opportunity to pay
a special tribute to the State of Qatar, in
particular His Highness Shaikh Hamad
Bin KhalifaAl-Thani, the Emir of the State
of Qatar, for his outstanding stewardship
of our Organisation over the past three
years.

As host, Malaysia is gratified at the
high level of participation from member
countries. This clearly demonstrates our
continued and abiding faith in, and com-
mitment to our Organisation and our col-
lective wish and determination to
strengthen our role for the dignity and
benefit of the ummah.

I would also like to welcome the lead-
ers and representatives of the many
countries who wish to become observers
at this meeting because of their substan-
tial Muslim population. Whether they are
Muslims or not, their presence at this
meeting will help towards greater under-
standing of Islam and the Muslims, thus
helping to disprove the perception of
Islam as a religion of backwardness and
terror.

The whole world is looking at us. Cer-
tainly 1.3 billion Muslims, one-sixth of the
world's population are placing their
hopes in us, in this meeting, even though
they may be cynical about our will and
capacity to even decide to restore the
honour of Islam and the Muslims, much
less tofree their brothers and sisters from
the oppression and humiliation from
whichthey suffertoday.

| will not enumerate the instances of
our humiliation and oppression, nor will |
once again condemn our detractors and
oppressors. It would be an exercise in
futility because they are not going to
change their attitudes just because we
condemn them. If we are to recover our
dignity and that of Islam, our religion, itis
we who must decide, it is we who must
act.

To begin with, the Governments of all
the Muslim countries can close ranks
and have a common stand if not on all
issues, at least on some major ones,
such as on Palestine. We are all Mus-
lims. We are all oppressed. We are all
being humiliated. But we who have been
raised by Allah above our fellow Muslims
to rule our countries have never really
tried to act in concert in order to exhibit at
our level the brotherhood and unity that
Islamenjoins uponus.

But not only are our Governments
divided, the Muslim ummah is also
divided, and divided again and again.
Over the last 1400 years the interpreters
of Islam, the learned ones, the ulamas
have interpreted and reinterpreted the
single Islamic religion brought by
Prophet Muhammad S.A.W, so differ-
ently that now we have a thousand reli-
gions which are often so much at odds
with one another that we often fight and
killeach other.

From being a single ummah we have
allowed ourselves to be divided into
numerous ects, mazhabs and tarikats,
each more concermned with claiming to be
the true Islam than our oneness as the
Islamic ummah. We fail to notice that our
detractors and enemies do not care
whether we are true Muslims or not. To
themwe are all Muslims, followers of areli-
gionand a Prophetwhomthey declare pro-
motes terrorism, and we are all their swom
enemies. They wil attack and kill us,
invade our lands, bring down our Govem-
ments whether we are Sunnis or Syiahs,
Alawait or Druze or whatever. And we aid
and abet them by attacking and weaken-
ing each other, and sometimes by doing
their bidding, acting as their proxies to
attack fellow Muslims. We try to bring
down our Govemments through violence,
succeeding to weaken and impoverish
ourcountries.

We ignore entirely and we continue to
ignore the Islamic injunction to unite and
to be brothers to each other, we the Gov-
ermments of the Islamic countries and the
ummah.

But this is not all that we ignore about
the teachings of Islam. We are enjoined to
Read, Igragi.e. toacquire knowledge. The
early Muslims took this to mean translating
and studying the works of the Greeks and
other scholars before Islam. And these
Muslim scholars added to the body of
knowledge throughtheirown studies.

The early Muslims produced great
mathematicians and scientists, scholars,
physicians and astronomers etc. and
they excelled in all the fields of knowl-
edge of theirtimes, besides studying and
practising their own religion of Islam.As a
result the Muslims were able to develop
and extract wealth from their lands and
through their world trade, able to
strengthen their defences, protect their
people and give them the Islamic way of
life, Addin, as prescribed by Islam. At the
time the Europeans of the Middle Ages
were still superstitious and backward, the
enlightened Muslims had already built a
great Muslim civilisation, respected and
powerful, more than able to compete
with the rest of the world and able to pro-
tect the ummah from foreign aggression.
The Europeans had to kneel at the feet of
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Muslim scholars in order to access their
ownscholastic heritage.

The Muslims were lead by great lead-
ers like Abdul Rahman lll, Al-Mansur,
Salah EI Din Al Ayubi and others who
took to the battlefields at the head of their
forces to protect Muslim land and the
ummah.

Buthalfway through the building of the
great Islamic civilisation came new inter-
preters of Islam who taught that acquisi-
tion of knowledge by Muslims meantonly
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We talk so much about following the sunnah of th

the weapons of the time of the Prophet.
Those weapons and horses cannot help
to defend us any more. We need guns
and rockets, bombs and warplanes,
tanks and warships for our defence. But
because we discouraged the learning of
science and mathematics etc. as giving
no merit for the akhirat, today we have no
capacity to produce our own weapons for
our defence. We have to buy our weap-
ons from our detractors and enemies.
This is what comes from the superficial

ﬁsrophet. We quote the instances and the traditions

action.

With this their people and the ummah
become angrier and turn against their
own Govemments. Every attempt at a
peaceful solution is sabotaged by more
indiscriminate attacks calculated to
anger the enemy and prevent any
peaceful settlement. But the attacks
solve nothing. The Muslims simply get
more oppressed.

There is a feeling of hopelessness

t among the Muslim countries and their

Itis surety time that we pause to think.
But will this be wasting time? For well
over half a century we have fought over
Palestine. What have we achieved?
Nothing. We are worse off than before. If
we had paused to think then we could
have devised a plan, a strategy that can
win us final victory. Pausing and thinking
calmly is not a waste of time. We have a
need to make a strategic retreat and to
calmly assess our situation.

We are actually very strong. 1.3 billion
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profusely. But we actually ignore all of them. If we use the faculty to think that Allah has given us then we
should know that we are acting irrationally. We fight without any objective, without any goal other than to
hurt the enemy because they hurt us. Naively we expect them to surrender. We sacrifice lives unnecessarily,
achieving nothing other than to attract more massive retaliation and humiliation. It is surety time that we
pause to think. But will this be wasting time? For well over half a century we have fought over Palestine. What
have we achieved? Nothing. We are worse off than before.

the study of Islamic theology. The study
of science, medicine etc. was discour-
aged.

Intellectually the Muslims began to
regress. With intellectual regression the
great Muslim civilisation began to falter
and wither. But for the emergence of the
Ottoman warriors, Muslim civilisation
would have disappeared with the fall of
Granadain 1492.

The early successes of the Ottomans
were not accompanied by an intellectual
renaissance. Instead they became more
and more preoccupied with minor issues
such as whether tight trousers and peak
caps were Islamic, whether printing
machines should be allowed or electricity
used to light mosques. The Industrial
Revolution was totally missed by the
Muslims. And the regression continued
until the British and French instigated
rebellion against Turkish rule brought
about the downfall of the Ottomans, the
last Muslim world power and replaced it
with European colonies and not inde-
pendent states as promised. It was only
after World War Il that these colonies
becameindependent.

Apart from the new nation-states we
also accepted the western democratic
system. This also divided us because of
the political parties and groups that we
form, some of which claim Islam forthem-
selves, reject the Islam of other parties
and refuse to accept the results of the
practice of democracy if they fail to gain
power for themselves. They resort to vio-
lence, thus destabilising and weakening
Muslim countries.

With all these developments over the
centuries the ummah and the Muslim
civilisation became so weak that at one
time there was not a single Muslim coun-
try which was not colonised or
hegemonised by the Europeans. But
regaining independence did not help to
strengthen the Muslims. Their states
were weak and badly administered, con-
stantly in a state of turmoil. The Europe-
ans could do what they liked with Muslim
territories. It is not surprising that they
should excise Muslim land to create the
state of Israel to solve their Jewish prob-
lem. Divided, the Muslims could do noth-
ing effective to stop the Balfour and Zion-
isttransgression.

Some would have us believe that,
despite allthese, our life is better than that of
our detractors. Some believe that poverty is
Islamic, sufferings and being oppressed are
Islamic. This world is notfor us. Ours are the
joysofheaveninthe afteriife. Allthatwe have
to do is to perform certain rituals, wear cer-
tain garments and put up a certain appear-
ance. Our weakness, our backwardness
and ourinability to help our brothers and sis-
terswhoare being oppressed are partofthe
Will of Allah, the sufferings that we must
endure before enjoying heaven in the here-
after. We must accept this fate that befalls
us. We need not do anything. We can do
nothingagainstthe WillofAllah.

But is it true that it is the Will of Allah
and that we can and should do nothing?
Allah has said in Surah Ar-Ra'd verse 11
that He will not change the fate of a com-
munity until the community has tried to
changeitsfateitself.

The early Muslims were as
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We must not antagonise everyone. We must win th

interpretation of the Quran, stressing not
the substance of the Prophet's sunnah
and the Quran'sinjunctions butratherthe
form, the manner and the means used in
the 1st Century of the Hijrah. And it is the
same with the other teachings of Islam.
We are more concerned with the forms
rather than the substance of the words of
Allah and adhering only to the literal inter-
pretation ofthe traditions of the Prophet.

people. They feel that they can do noth-
ing right. They believe that things can
only get worse. The Muslims will forever
be oppressed and dominated by the
Europeans and the Jews. They will for-
ever be poor, backward and weak. Some
believe, as | have said, this is the Will of
Allah, that the proper state of the Muslims
istobe poorand oppressedin thisworld.
Butis it true that we should doand can
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We may want to recreate the firstcen-
tury of the Hijrah, the way of life in those
times, in order to practise what we think
to be the true Islamic way of life. But we
will not be allowed to do so. Our detrac-
tors and enemies will take advantage of
the resulting backwardness and weak-
ness in order to dominate us. Islam s not
justforthe 7th Century A.D. Islamis forall
times. And times have changed.
Whether we like it or not we have to
change, not by changing our religion but
by applying its teachings in the context of
aworld that is radically different from that
of the first century of the Hijrah. Islam is
not wrong but the interpretations by our
scholars, who are not prophets even
though they may be very learned can be
wrong. We have a need to go back to the
fundamental teachings of Islam to find
out whether we are indeed believing in
and practising the Islam that the Prophet
preached. It cannot be that we are all
practising the correct and true Islam
when our beliefs are so differentfromone
another.

Today we, the whole Muslim ummah
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Pﬁearts and minds. We must win them to our side not

donothing forourselves? Isittrue that 1.3
billion people can exert no power to save
themselves from the humiliation and
oppression inflicted upon them by a
much smaller enemy? Can they only
lash back blindly in anger? Is there no
other way than to ask our young people
to blow themselves up and kill people
and invite the massacre of more of our
own people?

It cannot be that there is no other way.
1.3 billion Muslims cannot be defeated
by a few million Jews. There must be a
way. And we can only find a way if we
stop to think, to assess our weaknesses
and our strength, to plan, to strategise
and then to counter attack. As Muslims
we must seek guidance from the Al-
Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet.
Surely the 23 years' struggle of the
Prophet can provide us with some guid-
anceas towhatwe canand shoulddo.

We know he and his early followers
were oppressed by the Qhuraish. Did he
launch retaliatory strikes? No. He was
prepared to make strategic retreats. He

tsent his early followers to a Christian

people cannot be simply wiped out. The
Europeans killed 6 million Jews out of 12
million. But today the Jews rule this world
by proxy. They get others to fight and die
forthem.

We may not be able to do that. We
may not be able to unite all the 1.3 billion
Muslims. We may not be able to get all
the Muslim Governments to act in con-
cert. But even if we can get a third of the

ummah and a third of the Muslim states
to acttogether, we can already do some-
thing. Remember that the Prophet did
nothave many followers when hewentto
Madinah. But he united the Ansars and
the Muhajirins and eventually he
became strong enough todefend Islam.

Apart from the partial unity that we
need, we must take stock of our assets. |
have already mentioned our numbers
and our oil wealth. In today's world we
wield a lot of political, economic and
financial clout, enough to make up for our
weakness in military terms.

We also know that not all non-
Muslims are against us. Some are
welldisposed towards us. Some even
see our enemies as their enemies. Even
among the Jews there are many who do
not approve of what the Israelis are
doing.

We must not antagonise everyone.
We must win their hearts and minds. We
must win them to our side not by begging
for help from them but by the honourable
way that we struggle to help ourselves.
We must not strengthen the enemy by
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by begging for help from them but by the honourable way that we struggle to help ourselves. We must not
strengthen the enemy by pushing everyone into their camps through irresponsible and unislamic acts.
Remember Salah El Din and the way he fought against the so called Crusaders, King Richard of England
in particular. Remember the considerateness of the Prophet to the enemies of Islam. We must do the
same. Itis winning the struggle that is important, not angry retaliation, not revenge. We must build up our
strength in every field, not just in armed might.

oppressed as we are presently. But after
their sincere and determined efforts to
help themselves in accordance with the
teachings of Islam, Allah had helped
them to defeat their enemies and to cre-
ate a great and powerful Muslim civilisa-
tion. But what effort have we made espe-
cially with the resources that He has
endowed uswith.

We are now 1.3 billion strong. We
have the biggest oil reserve in the world.
We have great wealth. We are not as
ignorant as the Jahilliah who embraced
Islam. We are familiar with the workings
ofthe world's economy and finances. We
control 57 out of the 180 countries in the
world. Our votes can make or break
interational organisations. Yetwe seem
more helpless than the small number of
Jahilliah converts who accepted the
Prophet as their leader. Why? Is it
because of Allah's will or is it because we
have interpreted our religion wrongly, or
failed to abide by the correct teachings of
ourreligion, or done the wrong things?

We are enjoined by our religion to pre-
pare for the defence of the ummah.
Unfortunately we stress not defence but
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aretreated with contempt and dishonour.
Our religion is denigrated. Our holy
places desecrated. Our countries are
occupied. Our people starved andkilled.

None of our countries are truly inde-
pendent.We are under pressure toconform
o our oppressors' wishes about how we
should behave, how we should govem our
lands, howwe shouldthinkeven.

Today if they want to raid our country,
kill our people, destroy our villages and
towns, there is nothing substantial that
we can do. Is it Islam which has caused
allthese? Oris it that we have failed to do
ourduty accordingtoourreligion?

Our only reaction is to become more
and more angry. Angry people cannot
think properly. And so we find some of our
people reacting irrationally. They launch
their own attacks, killing just about any-
body including fellow Muslims to vent
theiranger and frustration. Their Govern-
ments can do nothing to stop them. The
enemy retaliates and puts more pres-
sure on the Governments. And the Gov-
ernments have no choice buttogivein, to
accept the directions of the enemy, liter-
ally to give up their independence of

country and he himself later migrated to
Madinah. There he gathered followers,
built up his defence capability and
ensured the security of his people. At
Hudaibiyah he was prepared to accept
an unfair treaty, against the wishes of his
companions and followers. During the
peace that followed he consolidated his
strength and eventually he was able to
enter Mecca and claim it for Islam. Even
then he did not seek revenge. And the
peoples of Mecca accepted Islam and
many became his most powerful sup-
porters, defending the Muslims against
alltheirenemies.

That briefly is the story of the struggle of
the Prophet. We talk so much about follow-
ingthe sunnah ofthe Prophet. We quote the
instances and the traditions profusely. But
weactuallyignoreallofthem.

If we use the faculty to think that Allah
has given us then we should know that
we are acting irrationally. We fight without
any objective, without any goal other
than to hurtthe enemy because they hurt
us. Naively we expect them to surrender.
We sacrifice lives unnecessarily, achiev-
ing nothing other than to attract more
massive retaliation and humiliation.

pushing everyone into their camps
through irresponsible and unlslamic
acts. Remember Salah El Din and the
way he fought against the so called Cru-
saders, King Richard of England in par-
ticular. Remember the considerateness
of the Prophet to the enemies of Islam.
We must do the same. It is winning the
struggle thatis important, notangry retal-
iation, notrevenge.

We mustbuild up our strengthin every
field, not just in armed might. Our coun-
tries must be stable and well adminis-
tered, must be economically and finan-
cially strong, industrially competent and
technologically advanced. This will take
time, but it can be done and it will be time
well spent. We are enjoined by our reli-
gion to be patient. Innallahamaasabirin.
Obviously there is virtue in being patient.

But the defence of the ummah, the
counter attack need not start only after
we have put our houses in order. Even
today we have sufficient assets to deploy
againstourdetractors. ltremains for us to
identify them and to work out how to
make use of them to stop the camage
caused by the enemy. Thisis entirely pos-
sible if we stop to think, to plan, to

strategise and to take the first few critical
steps. Even these few steps can yield
positive results.

We know that the Jahilliah Arabs were
giventofeuding, tokilling each other sim-
ply because they were from different
tribes. The Prophet preached the broth-
erhood of Islam to them and they were
able to overcome their hatred for each
other, become united and helped
towards the establishment of the great
Muslim civilisation. Can we say that what
the Jahilliah (the ignorant) could do we,
the modemn Muslims cannot do? If not all
at least some of us can do. If not the
renaissance of our great civilisation, at
leastensuring the security ofthe ummah.

To do the things that are suggested
will noteven require all of us to give up our
differences with each other. We need
only to call atruce so we can acttogether
in tackling only certain problems of com-
mon interests, the Palestine problem for
example.

In any struggle, in any war, nothing is
more importantthan concerted and coor-
dinated action. Adegree of disciplineis all
that is needed. The Prophet lost in Jabal
Uhud because his forces broke rank. We
know that, yet we are unwilling to disci-
pline ourselves and to give up our irregu-
lar and uncoordinated actions. We need
to be brave but not foolhardy. We need to
think not just of our reward in the afterlife
but also of the worldly results of our mis-
sion.

The Quran tells us that when the
enemy sues for peace we mustreact pos-
itively. True the treaty offered is not
favourable to us. But we can negotiate.
The Prophet did, at Hudaibiyah. And in
the end he triumphed.

|am aware that all these ideas will not
be popular. Those who are angry would
want to reject it out of hand. They would
even wantto silence anyone who makes
or supports this line of action. They would
want to send more young men and
women to make the supreme sacrifice.
Butwhere will all these lead to? Certainly
not victory. Over the past 50 years of
fighting in Palestine we have not
achieved any result. We have in factwors-
enedour situation.

The enemy will probably welcome
these proposals and we will conclude
that the promoters are working for the
enemy. But think. We are up againsta
people who think. They survived 2000
years of pogroms not by hitting back,
but by thinking. They invented and suc-
cessfully promoted Socialism, Com-
munism, human rights and democ-
racy so that persecuting them would
appear to be wrong, so they may enjoy
equal rights with others. With these
they have now gained control of the
most powerful countries and they, this
tiny community, have become a world
power. We cannot fight them through
brawn alone. We must use our brains
also.

Of late because of their power and
their apparent success they have
become arrogant. And arrogant peo-
ple, like angry people will make mis-
takes, will forget to think.

They are already beginning to
make mistakes. And they will make
more mistakes. There may be win-
dows of opportunity for us now and in
the future. We must seize these
opportunities.

But to do so we must get our acts
right. Rhetoric is good. It helps us to
expose the wrongs perpetrated
against us, perhaps win us some sym-
pathy and support. It may strengthen
our spirit, our will and resolve, to face
the enemy.

We can and we should pray to Allah
S.W.T. for in the end it is He who will
determine whether we succeed or fail.
We need His blessings and His help in
ourendeavours,

But it is how we act and what we
do which will determine whether He
would help us and give us victory or
not. He has already said so in the
Quran. Again Surah Ar-Ra'd verse
11.

As | said at the beginning, the
whole world is looking at us, the
whole Muslim ummah is placing their
hopes in this conference of the lead-
ers of Islamic nations. They expect
us notjust to vent our frustrations and
anger, through words and gestures;
not just to pray for Allah's blessings.
They expect us to do something, to
act. We cannot say we cannotdo any-
thing, we the leaders of the Muslim
nations. We cannot say we cannot
unite even when faced with the
destruction of our religion and the
ummah.

We know we can. There are many
things that we can do. There are
many resources that we have at our
disposal. What is needed is merely-
the will to do it, As Muslims, we must
be grateful for the guidance of our reli-
gion, we must do what needs to be
done, willingly and with determina-
tion. Allah has not raised us, the lead-
ers, above the others so we may
enjoy power for ourselves only. The
power we wield is for our people, for
the ummah, for Islam. We must have
the will to make use of this power judi-
ciously, prudently, concertedly.
Insyaallah we will triumph in the end.

| pray to Allah that this 10th Con-
ference of the OIC in Putrajaya,
Malaysia will give a new and positive
direction to us, will be blessed with
success by Him, Almighty Allah,
Arahman, Arahirn.

An unabridged version of the speech by
the Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dr
Mahathir Bin Mohamad at the opening of
the tenth session of the Islamic Summit
Conference at Putrajaya, Malaysia on 16
October 2003.

TO THE EDITOR

EDITOR

Referendum on
Hartals?

This refers to Engr. S.H. Kaiser's
letter dated 6.10.03 which appeared
under the caption, "Put hartal issue
into areferendum."

| was rather amused to read his
over-simplified solution to the
problem of hartals. When the reli-
ability or otherwise of our entire
voting system is in doubt, the idea of
holding a referendum on any matter

is ridiculous. We have only to look
back to what happened during the
last three elections held under a
caretaker government. Did the party
losing the election, the AL or the
BNP, accept the results gracefully
and concede defeat as is done in
most democratic countries of the
world? No. There were vehement
charges of conspiracy, rigging, "vote
dacoity" and what not.

| would like to ask the learned
writer one simple question: who will

conduct this referendum? If it is
proposed to be held under the
present government, the opposition
will cry foul and charge that the
whole electoral process would be
rigged against them. This same
thing would happen if the opposition
were in power today. So we are back
to square one. If we are to have a
referendum whose results would
not be challenged by anyone, it has
to be held under the auspices of the
UN or similar such body?.

Dr.S.J.Ahmed
Gulshan, Dhaka

More items in export
basket

"Bangladesh can earn more than
Taka 7000 million per year by
exporting potato flakes and chips.
Besides, there are ample opportuni-
ties for marketing our fruits and
vegetables abroad. It has been
reported that Bangladesh Council of

Scientific and Industrial Research
(BCSIR) has invented the process
of making flake form raw potatos.
Potato flakes and dust are usually
used for making bread or medicine.
There is huge demand for potato
flakes in the USA, Britain, Germany,
Switzerland and Italy.

The yawning gap of our exports
and imports is not palatable for our
economy. Due to open market
policy our import figures are
increasing day by day. The trade

imbalance with our neighbouring
countries is huge. Even with
Meyanmar itis Taka 12.7 million.
Owing to this situation govern-
ment has stressed on the economic
diplomacy. The government has
started negotiating for free access
of our products into different coun-
tries and it has yielded some suc-
cess in many fields. Yet our export
market could not expanded as
desired. RMG is to be considered
first export earning sector of the

country but this sector is facing
various hurdles. After the abolition
of quota system in 2005 this sector
have to faces severe business
recession.

In fact, we have many traditional
items to export. Industrial growth of
the country is in stagnancy. We have
already lost our jute market. The
export of tea is declining. In the light
of the circumstances, attention is
necessary for increasing our
exports through non-traditional

items like, shrimp, crabs, turtles,
potato flakes and chips, vegetables
etc. So, a little more attention on the
issue please both from the govern-
ment and entrepreneurs is
expected.

MH Bari

Khulna
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