AFP, Putrajaya

Muslim: leaders: voiced support at
the opening of their summithere for
beleaguered Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat, but Malaysian Prime
“Minister Mahathir Mohamad said
the Palestinians should stop suicide
‘bombings because they lead
nowhere.

Mahathir hinted in his speech at
the Organisation of the Islamic

KL to talk with
Dhaka before
running for
OIC post

BSS, Putrajaya

Malaysian Prime Minister Dr
‘Mahathir Mohammad yesterday
said his country was thinking about
fielding a candidate for the post of
secretary gencral of the
Organisation of Islamic Conference
(OIC).

"Itis nota divisive issue. It will be
‘discussed with Bangladesh and
solved sincerely,” Mahathir told
reporters after a bilateral meeting
with Bangladesh Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia atPutrajaya Conference
Centrein theafternoon.

The bilateral meeting on the

- sidelinegs of the OIC summil was
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Conference (OIC) summit that the
Palestinians should drop all' vio-
lenceagainst theIstaelis and negoti-
ate evenifthe terms are unfair,

The emir of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad
ben: Khalifa al-Thani, opened the
summit by calling on the interna-
tional community to provide pro-
tection for the Palestinians and a
condemnation ofIsrael's decisionto
expelArafat.

He repeated’ the standard OIC

Malaysian Prime MinisterMahathir Mohamad (centre) welcomes Prime Minister thlada Zla_-tq.thﬁ D]C-s_um i'nﬂ Qes-
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line that Israel should pull out from
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
Syria's Golan heights and territories
claimed by Lebanon, for peaceto be
achieved.

Support for the Palestinian cause
is'a central tenet of the OIC, which
was formed in 1969 after the bum-
ing of the al-Aqsa mosque in
Jerusalem.

Syrian President Bacharal-Assad
said: "The persecution; which Israel

terday, as his wife Siti Hasmah {left} looks'onin Putrajaya, Malaysia.

OI aesally rond Ar‘

is practising against the Palestinian

people... has naturally to invite a

Palestinian reaction that took the
form of resistance which'is:a legiti-

‘mate act of self-defence safe-

guardedbythe UN Charter."
Ofthe Muslimleaders who spoke

in. the opening session, only

Mahathir deviated from the usual

‘OIGline on the 50-year Arab-Israeli
‘confiict. ;

"T'ain aware that all'these ideas
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will not be popular. Those who are
angry would want to reject it out of
hand. They would even want to
silence anyone who makes’or sup-

portsthislineofaction.” =
- "They would want to send more
‘young men and women to make the
‘sipreme sacrifice, Butwhere will'all
these lead to? Certainly not victory.
Over the past 50 years of fighting in
Palestine we have not achieved any
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

War on terrorism
a pretence for
war against
Islam: Mahathir

AFE, Putrajaya

Terming theWest's use of the waron
terrorism a prelence for a war
against. Islam, Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad told'a
major: Islamic summit yesterday
that Muslims were 'humiliated and
oppressed' throughit,

In a typically outspoken speach,
Mahathir told the Organisation of
the Islamic'Conference (OIC) sum-
mit that Muslims could exploit what
he termed the increasing arrogance
oftheJewishpeople:

"The Eurepeans killed sixmillion |
Jews out of 12 million. But today the +

. _Jews rule this world by proxy, They
“Lgetothersto

sel htanddie for them,”
‘said Mahathir, whoisdue to retireat
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50 nurses hurtin

Police yesterday clubbed unem-

ployedand diploma student nurses.

who were gathering to stage asit-in’

at the Directorate of Nursing
Services (DNS) office in Motijheel,
leavingatleast 50 of theminjured.
Some 1,000 nurses from 38 gov-
emmentnursinginstitutes gatherad
in front of the DNS'office housed in

the Ispahani! Building to)stage’ the

sit-in‘against a governmentmove to
appoint 177 nurses, who passed
from private institutes, to public.
hospitals,

The government in a press note
said that 2,000 nurses were
appointed on merit and seniority;
and more appointments were
underway, official news agency BSS
Teporis.,

~ The nurses grouped under
Bangladesh Uncmployed Diploma
Nurses Association (BUDNA) and

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Riot police charge at ':I'am'bns,-!ra_{ing_ nuréqs héhi_ﬁd a_lpa--Banglacﬁeéh-_fghnk;_a'_f_ﬂc_e at‘_M_ntijIJ#él yesterday, (left), after driving them opt of a sit-in-at the |
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Jahangimagar University's women students occupy the entrance to the vice-chancellor's office, confining the VC,
" two pro-VGs and the treasurer o the JU administrative building for hours yesterday on the second day of a frenzled
demonstration againsta water crisis.

Angry women students

JU CORRESPONDENT!

Women students of Jahangimagar
University once again confined 'the
vice-chancellor, two pro-VCs and
the treasurer to the JU administra-
tive building for 10 hours yesterday
on the second day: of a frenzied
demonstration against a water
crisis:

The demonstration coincided
with anindefinite strike by teachers,
bringing: the university's academic
and administrative activities to a
halt-and prompting the authorities
to postpone an emergency syndi-
cate meeting, called to end the
campusstalemate,

VC Prof Jasim Uddin Ahmad,
proVGs Prof Imamuddin and Dr

besiege JU VC again

Teachers' indefinite strike cripples university

Enamul Huq Khan and Treasurer
Prof ABM Enayet Hossain were
confined from 11:15am to 9:15pm,
as the residents of Jahanara Imam,
Pritilata’ and ‘Nawab | Faizunnesa

‘halls: pushed ahead with their

protest, \
"They. (authorities) didn't take
SEE PAGE 11'COL'S,

L/C margin on all food
items waived

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The central bank yesterday with-
drewtheletter of credit (L/C) margin
onimportofall fooditemsincluding
onion, lentil, spice and date to
control their prices during
Ramadan. !

But a 25 percent L/C margin on
rice and wheat and 50 percent on
sugar will remain as before to pro-
tecttheinterestoflocal producers,

"Withdrawing L/C' margin:in
case of importing food' items will
reduce the import cost and will
lower prices," a Bangladesh Bank
official said. .
 The L/C margin for importing
food items was 50 percent. With:the
withdrawal, banks now will be able
toopenL/Csforimporting theitems
onbank-clientrelations,

cherished dreams. We don't
BASHUNDHARA without

l' PLANTA TREE,
| SAVE THE ENVIRONMENT
THINK FOR THE COUNTRY,
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;-G- Bashundhara Group -For the people for the Country

Directorate of Nursing Services office. (Right) Nurses carry aninjured colleaguefor treatmentat Dhaka Medical Collega Hospifal.
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You must know the correct answeis because you are going (o put
youn hard - earned savings there to materialize your long: -

simply, allure you 1o/ come to
thoroughly knowing: all these

answers. We rather suggest youto gel proper information around.
But we are confident BASHUNDHARA will give you the right
answers to bring your dream into reality.

Plot/ AWM E«wM

Only 1 TK.25,000

the rest amount is payable on long—tenn@installments

Financed'by : Janata Bank, Agrani Bank, and Sonali Bank
DBH & National Housing loan facility is available &

JOUR HARD-EARVED SVINGS...YouR TG

While investing in a plot of land. one must Know the answers of
some frequently asked \questions : What is the Tooation of the land 2
1s there any: legal complicacy ? Who is the developer @ Whether
the project provides necessary civic amenities ?

While buying an apartment you should be satisfied with: the
answers : What's the exception in archilectural design: 2 What's
the' quality of construction materials 7 How long the structure is
expected to sustain ?'What gap has been maintained in between
the building blocks 2 What are the common facilities ?
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Please contact for bopking :
EASTWEST PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT (PVT.) 1.TD,

An Enterprise of Bashundhara Group

SeniKalyan Bhaban (4th Floor), 195, Motijheel G/A, Dhaka-1000
Plione : 9552329, 0553990, 7122612, 7123188, 9360792-4 Fax 19569172 8
E<mail s ewpd@hal-online.com Website : www.bashundharagroup.com: §

o

Dhanmondi Office s House # 402 (0ld), 12 (New), Road # 27/(0ld), 16 (New)
Dbanmondi R/A. Dhaka-1209 Phone : 9111635, 8115921, 8114506, 8113182

Earlier, a meeting onWednesday,
with ‘Commerce Minister Amir
Khosru Mahmiid Chowdhury inithe
chair, recommended lowering: the
L{C margin to 25 percent from 50

percent.

Opening L/Cs for importing
consumer products in July-August
ofthe current financial yearwentup
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Bashundhara Baridhara Project N

(mear Brnnnn Guishan, & Baridhara Diplomatit Zone)

@4 strong security sysiem has been developed by:a security force of i
400imembers under dhe guidance of 4 Brigadier General (Rid.) for A

Bashundhara Riverview Project (netr Banglodesh-China Friendship Bridge))

© Adjacent to 300/ft. wide 4 lane Dhaka - Mawa Road @ Only 2 Kilometers 8
from Motijheel Commercial Area ©25-90 fi. own Carpeted Road @ Availability
of differcnt facilities like Bank, School, College, Hospital, Medical College,
Shopping Centery Bazar, Post Office elc. adjicent to the project. i
50 monthly intallments of minimum TK. 6000 per katha.

Plots will'be ready for construction and handed over within 2 years,

Bashundhara Apartment (in Bashundhara Baridhara Project)
Unbelievably Reduced Price!

Minimum Price Tk. 1250 per sft.

As much as 46% of landmass is allocated for garden; children's park,
and open playground to ensure the healthy growth of your children. 1

Qur building is designed as a RCC frame structure with slab, beam &
Column gs:per American Concrete Institute (ACI) and Bangladesh

National Building Code (BNBC).

Apartments will be handed over within 3 years, ‘

Bashundhara City (a1 Panthapath, adjscent to thie Sonargaon Hotel)
Few ready Shops are availablé for sale on first come first serve basis in
Bashundhara City, the biggest shopping Mall in South-cast Asia,

Bashundhara Site Office : Plot# 12/D/E, Block-A, Bashundhara Residential Ares, Dhaka
Phone': 8814061, 8818728, 0896895, Fax : 9886041

River Yiew Site Office : Hasnabad, Keranigon] (Near Bangladesh China Triendship
Bridge-Buriganga Bridge-1), Dhaka, Phone : 7419942, 7419943,7419944, 7419945, 7419946

eénsuring safetylin/the projectarea. That's why/the project area 1s
absolutely'a crime! frée zone. '
@Bashundhara is the largest and most anstoeral residential arca in

. Bangladesh, So, please visit the area before taking the final decision B
for buyinga plotin and around Dhaka City: i 8
Some Ready Plots are ayvailable in different Blocks.
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