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Hall ban
stands

AFP, London

South African all-rounder Andrew
Hall has lost his appeal against a
two match ban and will miss the
Tests against Pakistan starting this
week.

The International Cricket Council
Code of Conduct Commission's Sir
Oliver Popplewell, a former English
High Court Judge, upheld ICC
Referee Clive Lloyd's ruling that Hall
brought the game into disrepute.

Hall was banned for inappropri-
ate and deliberate physical contact
with Pakistans Yousuf Youhana
during the second one-day match in
Lahore on October 5.

He appeared to impede Youhana
with an elbow while the batsman
was taking arun.

"No one who has seen the video,
and | have seen it four or five times,
can be in any doubt that there was a
very serious confrontation between
Mr Hall and Mr Youhana and that a
Level 3 charge of breach of C2 was
entirely appropriate," said Sir Oliver.

South African captain Graeme
Smith was also fined and banned
from one one-day match for using
abusive language as the players
argued over the matter.

The first Test starts in Lahore on
Friday. The second Test is at
Faisalabad on October 24-28.

Kiwis going to
Pakistan on

Await changed Aussies

Cricket

REUTERS, Melbourne

Australia's desire to cut out sledging
is a separate issue to the art of
gamesmanship, World Cup hero
Andrew Symonds said on Tuesday.

National ruling body Cricket
Australia (CA) issued a statement
on October 1 warning players they
could face life bans if they breached
anew code of conduct outlawing on-
field sledging.

"What you won't see is sledging.
What you will see is gamesman-
ship," Symonds, 28, told reporters in
Melbourne at the launch of the
2003-04 domestic season.

"At times you will see heated
things said but hopefully it will be a
bit more controlled," added the
Queensland all-rounder, who
scored 326 runs in this year's World
Cup including 143 not out against
Pakistan and 91 not out in the semi-
final against SriLanka.

"l don't think there is that much
thatis said, it's just that the cameras
are right up close and see all your
facial expressions.

"The boys just have to be a little
bit more subtle when something is
said. No-one is condoning sledg-
ing."

Australia Test captain Steve
Waugh announced last week the

ANDREW SYMONDS

players had written a new set of
conduct guidelines themselves,
included in CA's Code of Behaviour,
urging each other to cut out per-
sonal insults and accept umpiring
decisions.

Incidents such as fast bowler
Glenn McGrath's angry exchange

with West Indies batsman
Ramnaresh Sarwan earlier this year
will in future lead to the Australia
player explaining his actions to his
team mates.

"We'll try and work it out among
ourselves to start with," Waugh told
reporters in Perth.

But Waugh's vice-captain Ricky
Ponting told reporters he would
continue to take the verbal fight to
opponents.

"What's wrong with saying (to
an opponent) that he's suspect
against good bouncers or some-
thing?" the 70-Test veteran said.

Waugh's top-ranked team have
been heavily criticised in recent
years for their persistent on-field
sledging and CA is determined to
clean up their act.

Waugh's side has thrived on
gaining a psychological edge over
opponents with some on-field chat,
which the skipper has described as
a policy of "mental disintegration".

"We want emotion, we want
passion ... banter is a part of the
game. But now we know the stan-
dard expected of each other and
hopefully (breaches) will be less and
less," Waugh said.

Astle blow for NZ

Hayden, Pollock
top Test stars
REUTERS, London

Latest PricewaterhouseCooper's

AFC U-17 C'ship
Training camp
granted 20
lakh taka

SPORTS REPORTER

State Minister for Youth and Sports
Fazlur Rahman yesterday
announced a grant of Tk 20 lakh to
continue the training camp of the
under-17 football team for the AFC
Under-17 Championship finals to
be held in Japan next September.

The announcement came when
the boys of Shahidur Rahman
Shantoo met the minister at the
National Sports Council (NSC)
conference room after their victo-
ries over Kyrgyzstan on Monday
and Saturday last.

Bangladesh booked the berth in
the 12-team finals beating the
central Asian nation both at home
(2-0) and away match (1-0) at the
Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in
Mirpur.

World Xl play
Pak Xl today

CRICINFO, undated

The Pakistan Cricket Board has
announced a 13-man Pakistan Xl to
play a World Xl in a charity day-night
match at Lahore on Wednesday.
The match is being organised by

PHOTO: COURTESY

Players and officials of Bangladesh under-17 football team, who qualified for the final round of the Asian championship, pose with the State
Minister for Youth and Sports Fazlur Rahman at the NSE conference room yesterday.

Spin duo again

Cricket

REUTERS, Mohali

India are likely to rely on their main
weapon, the spin duo of Anil Kumble
and Harbhajan Singh, in the second
and final Test against New Zealand
starting on Thursday, coach John
Wright has said.

The Indian spinners were unable
to run through New Zealand's

wickets as India were bundled out
for 83 in their first innings when the
teams last met here in 1999 and
coach Ashley Ross is hoping his
pacemen, Daryl Tuffey and Jacob
Oram, can emulate him.

"These are not normal Indian
conditions where you just toss the
coin and say you're going to bat
first," Ross said. "We'll be looking at
the wicket very carefully and see if it

Div | kabadi

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Bank and Imarat
Nirman won their respective
matches in the opening day of the
First Division Kabadi League at the
Outer Stadium yesterday.

Bangladesh Bank earned 75-40
points victory over Srijani Sangsad
with four 'lonas'. They dominated
the first session by 45-19 points.

In another match, Imarat Nirman
beat Milon Smrity 90-41with four
"lonas" after leading the first half by
49-29 points.
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the Pakistan Cricket Board agreed to
move games away from Karachi and
Peshawar.

The New Zealand squad will
travel to Pakistan following a tour to
India, which could end only four days
before their opening game.
SCHEDULE
Nov 22: 1st ODlI, Faisalabad
Nov 24: 2nd ODI, Rawalpindi

his left knee early on this tour and he
is returning home to have the injury
examined by a medical specialist,”
Crocker said.

"It is difficult to ascertain the
exact nature or extent of the injury.
The Black Caps on-tour medical
panel feel it is unlikely he will aggra-
vate the injury further by playing in
the second Test.

to try to ensure he is fit for the home
series against Pakistan and South
Africa," Crocker said.

Wellington batsman Chris Nevin
will replace Astle, he said.

Astle was in good form in the
drawn first Test at Ahmedabad last
week, scoring 103 in the firstinnings
and a match-saving 51 not out in the
second despite a stomach infection.

New Zealand are scheduled to

India under

FROM PAGE 13

that we have proved to ourselves that
we can play wellin such conditions even
under pressure, we feelalotstronger.”

pay system

BBC ONLINE, undated

Indian cricket officials have on
Tuesday averted a potential dispute
with the national team by agreeing a
new pay formula.

It will see players taking part in

lemto solve," Wright said.

New Zealand are encouraged by
atinge of green on the wicket and by
history.

Dion Nash had grabbed six quick

"Astle is due to head back home
but the medical staff has ensured us
there will be no problems for him
getting through this Test," Ross

said

Draw by a whisker

although his vision is still a bit hazy.
If he recovers, we are likely to put
himinthe Ateam," said Faruque.

Inzamam out
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FROM PAGE 13 BCB PRESIDENT'S XI: Second innings matches," said the England coach.
The second three-day match
between the same teams will start at
Eden Gardens tomorrow.
The tourists are also scheduled
to play a couple of two-day matches
PHOTO: COURTESY | and two one-day matches before
Members of the Sales and Marketing Division of GrameenPhone, who became GP inter-division football champions beating the Customer | they returnhomeon October 25.
Relations Division by a solitary goal, pose with the Sales and Marketing Director Mehboob Chowdhury recently.
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