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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

October 04-16

The Saju Art Gallery holds a
solo painting exhibition of
noted artist Syed Jahangir.
With this one, Jahangir will
attain the landmark of 33
individual exhibition of his
work. . The display is open for
allfrom 10 am to 8 pm daily.

October 10-16

A solo art exhibition of artist
Alamgir Kabir will begin at the
Institute of Fine Arts, Dhaka
University, at 4.00 pm. The
show will remain open for all
from 2 pmto 7 pm everyday.

Woodcut Print

October03-14

Alliance Francaise holds a solo
woodcut print exhibition by
Selina Chowdhury Mili atit's La
galerie. The show will be open
for all from 9 pm to 12 pm and
5 pm to 9 pm daily. The show
will be closed on October 5 and
12.

Ceramic

October 10-14

Zainul Gallery of Institue of
Fine Arts holds the second solo
ceramics exhibition titled Soul
and Soil by artist Sohel Rana
from 2.00 pm to 8.00 pm
everyday.

Painting

October 10-24

Shilpangan arranged a fifteen-
day-long solo painting exhibi-
tion of artist Iftikharuddin
Ahmed's recent works. The
show is open for all from 10 am
to 9 pm everyday.

Fine art

October 10-15

An ‘informal' fine art exhibition
entitled Longitude Latitude
(Part-2) is on at House #6,
Road #62, Gulshan-2. Musi-
cal performance, installation
art, interactive art, sculpture,
painting, photography and a
few other items are the attrac-
tions of the exhibition. The
show is open for all from 5:30
pm onwards everyday.

Film Show

October 20

The film 'War and Peace' will be
screened at the auditorium of
the Russian Cultural Centre to
mark the birth anniversary of
great Russian film director and
actor Sergei Bondarchuk in
cooperation with Sergei
Bondarchuk film club, at 3
p.m.

October 27

A documentary film show
dedicated to the international
tourism day will be held at the
library of the Russian Cultural
Centre. The films are 'Architec-
tural Monuments of the Old
Moscow' and 'Russian
Museum',at11a.m.
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DramaLane

Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.
(Evening show at7:00 pm
Morning show at 11:00am)

Group Plays Date

Aranyak Shangkranti 13
Natyadal

Dhaka Prachcha 14
Theatre

Mixed media paintings
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onfident to the core

Iftikhar Uddin Ahmed dwells on his
exhibit at "Shilpangan”

FAYZA HAQ

from Paris recently, after holding

his solo exhibition there, spoke
about his style and themes of his
most recent exhibition at
"Shilpangan". Asked about why he
had taken up oil rather than anything
else, Ahmed said, " | do not only
work in oil but also in mixed media.
Qil has its longevity and acrylic, a
new media, has been experimented
with. I've been trying to experiment
with acrylics for quite some while,
oil's scope of experimentation is
limited, as is well-known. He said
that even Pablo Picasso, Henry
Matisse  Salvador Dali, Anthony
Tapis and Max Ernst had used
mixed media and collage in their
works. In contemporary art, Ahmed
insisted, mixed media is a popular
trend.

Explaining the use of his choice
of colours and subject Ahmed said, "
| feel that even though I'm born in
Bangladesh | believe the world is my
studio. My work is therefor universal
rather than something that reflects
any particular country. | don'twantto
be confined by my surroundings
only. If you ask me what my identity
is, | will say that once an artist is
established, his identity is obvious. |
don't believe that painting boats and
rivers is necessary for me." Ahmed
feels that we must come out of our
conservative confines if we want to
do something which will be univer-
sally acclaimed. He has used a boat
in one of his own works, done in
Paris, but it has been included in
such a modern manner that it could
have existed anywhere in the world.
The boatman too has been included

I FTIKHAR Uddin Ahmed, back

but this again has been with subtlety
and a nouveau vision. There was
not the typical Bangladeshi sail and
nor was there the blue water. There
was a heaping, swirling, sliding and
gliding of colours.

Ahmed said, " | have brought in
hopes, aspirations, dreams and
nightmares like other artists of my
time , as without that an artist
cannot exist. Moreover, in order to
reach his target an artist has to have
continuity in his work. | have called

that, whereas when Picasso, Zainul
or Quamrul died were compelled to
mark the occasion. They have
created a 'space' because of which
they still exist in our minds. | am
searching for a 'space' which | have
created and for which | hope | shall
be remembered by posterity," he
added.

About his favourite colours --
ink blue vermilion, chrome yellow
and variations of grey and white
(used in textures and lines in

Alone

my exhibit 'Searching for space'.
Ahmed had tried to create "space"
as had done Da Vinci, Picasso,
Matisse and other artists who have
inspired him. "In each of my pictures
| have created a concept of 'space’
for the average person and those
who think and create with their pen,
paints, for  whatever purpose.
Everyone needs 'space’ for oneself
to be contented. The average per-
son dies and we take little notice of

Mixed '03

sweeps, splashes and curls apart
from tiny imprinted details of texture
work) -- Ahmed said, " | agree that
I've a fascination for the hues that
I've used. However, I'm very con-
scious, at the same time, of what I'm
doing. | believe that I've used the
colours that each picture
demanded.

" There's been a justification
behind each of the lines and sweeps
in my work. There's a definite mes-

sage in my work ; and | believe in
symbolism. There is no mathemati-
cal calculation in the works. | have
projected my feelings, experiences,
hopes and passions in my mixed-
media works. However, one knows
that black stands for suffering, royal-
blue and white for peace etc. You
can't remove these age-old con-
cepts. I've always been conscious of
colour utilisation."

There has been the use of
contrasting colours, keeping sub-
tlety in mind, as well as texture work
in the paintings There was also the
effect of delicate pencil lines. There
was also some collage work. The
vermilion and blues had been
juxtaposed with balancing paler
hues. "Atpresent," said Ahmed " the
latest contemporary effort in fine art
is at a stand still. There is not that
much of progress from what had
been seen in the post World War
days, the world over, some of us are
trying to propel ahead but we have
our limitations. | want to remove the
standard concepts such as 'two and
two make four'. | believe in
globalisation; I'm searching for
something new in combining fine
arts concepts with architectural
visions, as art and architecture are
related. | make a plan, as I've said
earlier, before | go into my work. |
combine my 'memory with desire'.

Iftikhar Uddin Ahmed has won
nine awards from Denmark, Japan
Bangladesh including the First
Prize on Painting in the competi-
tion "Artist of the World". Scholars
of the French Govt.,Galerie
Bernaos, Pairs in 1994. He held a
workshop at alliance Francaise,
Dhaka, in 2001. He is at present a
free-lance artist.

Commemoration

Rabindra artistes celebrate Kanika
Bandyopadhyay's birth anniversary
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ESTERDAY was the 79th
birthday of eminent

the subcontinent, Kanika
Bandyopadhyay. To celebrate the
auspicious occasion, Mitali, a
leading organisation of Indo-Bangla
Cultural Society, arranged a
programme entitled Ganga-Padma
Milon Utsav at the Shishir Manchain
Kolkata. Two Bangladeshi perform-
ers Nargis Chowdhury and Fahim
Hossain Chowdhury, and Ritu Guha
and Pankaj Saha from West Bengal
performed songs on the occasion.

Kanika Bandyopadhyay, more
intimately called 'Mohor'di', estab-
lished Mitali back in 1991 a few days
before the Baishakh 25--the birth
anniversary of poet Rabindranath
Tagore. At a gathering, Kanika
expressed her eagerness to recon-
cile the culture of the two Bengals.
Since then, every October 12, Mitali
celebrates its founding anniversary
along with Kanika's birthday.

The artistes of Mitali presented
Tomay Notun Kore Pabo Boley--a

eminent Rabindra Sangeet artistes
of West Bengal--Dwijen Mukho-
padhyay and Arghya Sen--were
bestowed honour at the progra-
mme.
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Earlier at 8 in the morning sap-
lings were sowed at the birthplace of
Kanika in Bankura of WestBengal.
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Bollywood super star Amitabh
Bachchan and his actor son Abhishek
stand against a huge billboard of their
film Ranveer at the announcement of
the relaunch of his company Amitabh
Bachchan Corporation Limited
(ABCL) on his 61st birthday in
Bombay, late 11 October. Amitabh
with his new corporate indentity
launched Ranveer, a film in which
Bachchan co-stars with his son
Abhishek and Sanjay Dutt.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

recitation programme,
organised by Alhaj Md.
Johirul Haqg, was held at The
National Press Club auditorium
recently. Swapna Dey, a newscaster
as well as a presenter of Kolkata
Doordarshan, recited poems on the

-

Noor, MP, a prominent figure of our
cultural arena, and Momtazuddin
Ahmad were among others who
attended the occasion.

Swapna Dey started the

Recitation programme at the National
Press Club auditorium

third part, Brishti, she presented
romantic poems by Tagore and
other poets.

Her voice modulation as well as
rhythmic presentation was enjoy-

programme with Nazrul's poem able. Her last piece, Nazrul's
Nomo Nomo Bangladesh Momo. In  Agomoni, was her best presenta-
the first part of the programme tion. On her request,

entitted Amar Sonar Bangla, she
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Asaduzzaman Noor recited a part

occasion. Chaired by poet Belal
Chaudhury, the chief guest for the
occasion was the eminent poet
Shamsur Rahman. Asaduzzaman

selected poems that glorify the
country. In the second part entitled
Prem Diley Na Prane, she read out
some sentimental pieces and in the

Poets Belal Chaudhury (R) and Shamsur Rahman seen at the poetry recital by Swapna Dey

from Nuruldiner Sharajiban by
Syed Shamsul Haq. However the
sound system was one of the
drawbacks of the programme.

CULTURE DESK
EOPLE'S Theatre Association
arranged a cultural

I programme at Mahila Samity

auditorium on October 10, to observe
the International Children 's Day. The
programme began with the theme
song, Bajao Viswa Beena, sung by a
group of children. Composed and
directed by Liakat Ali Lucky, the aim of
the song was to introduce our children
to the songs of different culture and
languag, meantfor children.

The second part of the arrange-
ment was a discussion programme
presided over by Liakat Ali Lucky. In
this part the participants invited chil-
dren to become more cultually con-
scious and, demanded more facilities
for children.

International Children's Day observed

organisations like--Tongi Shishu
Theatre, Tokai Natya Dal, Shishutirtha
Munshiganj, Theatre Circle, Nandan
Shishu Theatre, Unmukta Shishu
Theatre, Anandam Natyam, and
Nirman Shishu Theatre-- presented
dance and music.

Later, Barisal Shishu Theatre and
People's Little Theatre displayed two
of Tagore's plays. The first group
staged Tota Kahini directed by Alok
Basu and the latter performed Tasher
Desh directed by LiakatAli Lucky. Both
the plays amused the children
immensely.

The final event was another play
named Amader Prithibee by Sabina
Bari Lucky, a play for the children, by
the children. Again Liakat Ali Lucky
was the director. It was a fine arrange-
ment for both privileged and under
privileged children of the society.
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