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car

bombs blow up 6

AP/REUTERS/AFP, Baghdad

A suicide attacker, stopped. from
t‘eachlng a hotel full of Americans,

detonated his/car bomb on a busy:
cominercial avenue yesterday,

killing six bystanders, wounding
dozens and terrorising the heart of
thistense city; _

Anpther car packed with explo-
sives and parked outside the hotel
also blew up simultaneously; said a
policeofficeratthescene.

A member of Irag's 25-seat
interim Governing Counkcil,
Mouwafak al-Rabii, was in the
Baghdad' Hotel' at the time and
suffered a slight hand injury, he told
Al-Jazeera satellite television.

Police said an Iragi security
guard and the bomber were among
thedead. ;

Ahuge cloud of smoke rose from
the area as US armoured vehicles
maved in; hehcapters hovered
overhead ambulances, -and fire
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Iraql’ policemen look on at an exploded car in fiames outside the Baghdad Hotel, housing some'members)of the US-
nstallad Interim Go\remlrtg Council, Ina double carbombattackkilling six hystanders and waundlng 11intha Iraqicapital

Money link to
Shmepukur as.

'.o.;_I cl ':.1.;e:f

alleged two national dailies -~ The :
Daily Starand Prothom Alo -- have :
run news reports with an ill'motive :
and malafide intention at a time -
when there was an international ;

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Executive Chairman of the Board'of
Investment (Bol) Mahmudur
Rahman yesterday admitted taking
monetarybenefits from Shinepukur

Ceramies but said all such benefits:

were part of a deal signed between
himiand his former employer at the
time of severing tieswith the private
company and joining his new
assignmentattheBoll

At a press: conference at the
National Press Club, Rahman

conference of Commonwealth
countries in progress,

He said the report tamished the -
image  of Bangladesh, which will ;
. ent. "It was :
carried at a time when the govern-

hurt future_investment.

ment was celebrating two years in

office and when an international ;
SEE PAGE11COL1 ®

: JCD men

. crowd Bol

. chief's press
: conference

Smw CORRESPONDENT:

: Itwasmeantmbeapmssmnfueqoe

Butwhen journalists tumed upat the

- National Press Club to hear what the

: Board of Investment (Bol) Executive

Chairman, Mahmudur Rahman, has
to say, they found the VIP lotinge
crowdedwith unknown faces.

The seats for journalists were
mostly occupied and newsmen had
to take the backseat. A few minutes
later; Mahmudur Rahman flanked
by more outsiders appeared. The
room was now sardine packed and

: chaostuledhigh.

Downstairs, on the press club
lawn, more people, mostly in their
20s,; milled around. They came in
about 12 cars. Suddenly, amicrobus

arrived with Dhaka University of

: Engineering and Technology

inscribedonit,
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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HSC results

today

STAFFE CORRESPONDENT

Results of Higher Secondary
Cerlificate, Alim, Fazil, Kamil and
Business: Managermmt examina-
tions under nine education boards

willbe published at4:00pmtoday;
The education minister willhand
over a copy of the resultsito prime
| SEEPAGE11COL1

Khaleda leaves
for KL Tuesday
to attend OIC
Summit

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia leaves
for Malaysia tomorrow to lead the
Bangladesh delegation to the 10th
Summit’ of the Organisation of
Islamic Conference (OIC) in Kuala
LumpurfromOctober 16-17,

The Bangladesh delegation
includes Foreign Minister M
Morshed Khan, Bangladesh's candi-
date for OIC secretary general
Salauddin Quader Chowdhury,
Prime Minister's Principal Secretary:
Kamaluddin Siddiqui, Foreign
Secretary Shamser Mobin
Chowdhury: and Bangladesh's
Permanent Representative to OIC
Ambassador SK Sharjil Hassan)

The prime minister will address
the summit highlighting
Bangladesh's: commitment to: the
OIC as well as the challenges facing
the Islamic organisation and the
Muslim Ummah.

"The grave situation in Palestine
and prevailing uncertainty. in/ Irag
will be at the centre of our preoccu-
pations. at the summit,” a foreign
ministrynews release said.

1t said the prime minister's par-
tigipation in_this important event
would' provide an’' opportunity to

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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CPA meet ends wit

29"PIXEL PLUS TV
More Pixels, More Details

call for global peace

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 49th Commonwealth
Parliamentary, Association' (CPA)
conference closed on Saturday with
calls for new partnership in
Commonwealth countries to ensure
global peace and prosperity.

Attended by about 300 lawmak-
ers of over 160 national, state, pro-
vincial and territorial parliaments,
the meet urged the parliaments of
Commonwealth countries to' be
more effective and implement
policies and laws to develop their
nations.

Participants of the event also
underscored inclusion of womnen,
the poor and small states in global
parinership-building efforts,
 Involving parliamentarians in
international’ cohesiveness would
empower them 1o fight inequities,
said the Commonwealthlawmakers
before they headed back home
yesterday.

The conference beginning on
October 4 also called for reforms in
the United Nations (UN) and World
Trade Organisation (WT'O) to pro-
vidé an adequate peacekeeping
mechanism for the war-scarred
world and achieve the millennium
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Outgolng CPA conference presiderlt Jamir Uddin Sircar, right, presents a

-giftto his Canadian successorPeterMilllken in Dhakayesterday.

Emergency eye care
at DMCH resumes

STAFF GimRESPGNDENT

Emergencyservice aftero ﬂi{:e hours
resumed Saturday after more than

‘ninemonths 4t the Bye Department

of Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH).

“We Tesumed the service tollow-
ing orders from the director,” Prof
AXM Muktadir, head of the depart-
ment, said Saturday;

However, the service snapped
sinice January 2 due to shortage of
doctors restarted without appoint-
mentofany newdoctors.

"We have resumed’the service
upon the return of the emergency
medical officer (EMO) of the
department; wlm was abroad to
attend a course,” DMCH Director
Nazmul Huda said: yesterday. "We
are trying to make othernecessary
facilities available' to the depart-

‘ment to provide the service.”

One of three dlinical assistants
{CA) of the department has been
assigned toworkduringemergency.

The decision followed a meeting
of the doctors and officials of the
department with the DMCH direc-
tor Satirday in view of the inconve-
nience of the patients. After the
meeting; the director issued anotice
invalidating the January 2 notice
and asking the officials to take all
necessary steps for resumption of
theservices.

On January Z, the DMCGH author-
ities circulated a notice sispending

‘after 9 months

the emergency service and directing
theofficials to send patients coming
to the department for emergency
service after office hours ta the
National Institute of Ophthal-
mology (NIQ) at Suhrawardy
Hospital,

‘Sotirces on condition of ano-
nymity said the emergency, service
was cut off due to the absence of
accommodations for doctors work-
ing during the period. "It is not
possible for a doctor to live in'
another part of the city and rush to
the hospital on an/emergency call,”
saidaseniordoctorn.

After the residential quarters
used by emergency service doctors
fellvacantlatelast year, the authori-
ties allocated those to other doctors.
Later, the eye department asked for
allocation' of ‘the quarters for its
doctorslaterbuttonoavail,

Sources said the service was
resumed onassurance of accommo-
dation for onie CA'in the doctors'
quarters,

The department has two profes-
S0IS, one associate pr_aqusur and
two assistant professors as college
staff, one resident surgeon (RS),
one registrar, three CAs and an
EMO as hospital staff and two
medical officers and the RS as
outdoorstaff.

"The department needs two
more dociors to run the emergency:
service,” the seniordoctorsaid.
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Law and order stays
low in alliance rule

STAR CRIME IDESK

The four-party coalition govern:
ment has seen a slide in law and
order after riding to office with a
two-thirds: majority two years ago
ona poll plank dominated by prom-
ises of cutting crime and corruption.

Rights organisations say militant
outfits have shown their fangs while
political killings, persecution of
religions minorities, repression on
women ‘and’ children, killing of
children and kidnap of business-
men and extortion continue
unceasingly.

Militant outfit Juma'atul
Mujahidin's firefight with police in
Joypurhat, the killing: of a man at
Fatilla by Hizbut Touhid operatives,
the killing of two policemen and

Jooting of arms at Fakirhat in

Bagerhat by outlaws and recovery of
arms from the hideout of Shahadat-
al-Higma in Dinajpur rang alarm
bells. 5

According to Odhikar, 833 peaple
were killed; 18 841 injured and 8,783
arrested mincidentslinked to politi«
Jcal violence, 2,517 women were

' raped and five journalistswere killed

and b1 assaulted since the present

§
i

governmenttook office.

Thekillings ofthe leadersof main
gpposition Awami League --
Monjurul Imam in Khiilna, former
lawmaker Momtaj Uddin in Natore,
SK Mukherjee in Jhenidah and
Krishak League leader SM Azam in
Bogra--shockedlheualzon '

The list of sensational killings
also included Gopal Krishna
Mubhuri, Gyanajyuﬂ Bhikkhu' in

Chittagong, four devotees' in |
Malibagh by ansats, BUET stident

Sabequn® Nahar Sony and actor
SyedaTania MahbubTioni.

Ward commissioner of Dhaka
Saidur Rahman Newton, Raju,
Shahdat Hossain Shikder and Bina,
former ward' comimissioner Khaled

Imam and comnmissionar aspirant |

Wiahiduzzaman were gunned down.

The'arrestand harassment' of AL |

leaders Tofail Ahmed, Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, Shafi Ahmed; Midul
Bose, Shaikh Bazhir Rahman and

Bahauddin Nasim, celummists’
Muntasir Mamun and Shahriar

Kabirdrewflakfromthe civil society.
In the wake of widespread criti-

cism of 'torture of political leaders'

and ‘activists in detention' after

SEE'PACGE 11COL 4"

AL MPs barred
from seeing
CPA delegates
at Sonargaon

| STAFE CORRESPONDENT'

Three Awami Teague (AL) fawmak-
ers were allegedly harassed by
securitymen at Sonargaon Hotel on'
Pridaynight when they wentthere to
hand over the letters and crests from
Opposition Leader Sheikh Hasira to
Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association {CPA) delegates,
“Security personnel ook away the
gifts and a briefcase containing the
Ietters from one of the lawmakers
and kept them waiting at the
entrance to the hotel for over two
hours," Deputy Opposition Leader
Abdul Hamid told reporters at a
press conference at the party's
Dhanmondioffice yesterday.
Hamid said party deputies
Farugue Khan, DrAbdurRazzakand
Tanjim Ahmed Sohel went to hand
over Hasina's letters and crests, of
boat, the main oppositon party's
electionsymbal, to heads of delega-
SEE PAGE11 COL 4

Sharp fall in Padma
water level cripples

ferry service

o

Thousands of vehicles stranded at
Paturia, travellers left to suffer

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Thousands of passenger and other
transport vehicles waiting: to be
ferried across: the Padma were
stranded yesterday after ferry ser-
vices on the Paturia-Daulatdia route
were hampered due to a fallin the
waterlevel.

Vehicles on'way to Paturia ferry

terminal were stuck-ina traffic jam
extending some five kilometres
while the quetie at Daulatdia termi-

nal' was some three-km long after,
‘services were disrupted smce
‘Saturdaymorning.

The number of ferries servicing

the route was curtailed due to the |

danger of being damaged by on
runningaground en shoalsthat tose
up in'places following a decrease in
waterlevels. _

Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Corporation (BIWIG)
Chairman: Shamshur! Rahman
Biswas Shimul'told this correspon-
dent that the main channel on
Paturiaand Daulatdia route had lost
navigability since last Tuesday and -
there are hidden shoals'at many
places including' near Daulatdia
terminal.

In addition, ferries ciirtently
navigating the treacherotis route
carry only a'third of theit normal

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8+

Announcing the 10 Semi-finalists for e
Waomen's Agripreneur Oscars!

Tina Salem and Nazrul Islam of ATDP announced the semi-finalists

And The Semi-finalists Are....

Selina Quader

Billis Mortuja Parvin Jahanara Begum

Aparna Paul

Daly Halder

Shahida Khanam ||

Saleha Akhtar  Monica Mustari Anju

Coming Soon: Profiles of Each Semi-finalist!
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