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Shab-e-Barat
tonight
UNB, phaka .

The holy Shab-e-Barat will be
observed across the country
tonight.

Also known as Lailatul'Barat, the
night of fortune, Muslim devotees
will spend the night offering prayers
and munajat, seeking forgiveness
anddivine blessings ofthe Almighty:

Special prayers and milad will be
heldatall mosques. Different socio-
culturaland religious organisations
will'hold milad and discussions on
the oecasion.

Besidesprayers, the devotees will
visit the graves of their close rela-
tions to offer fateha, seeking peace
forthe departed souls: Theywill also
visit the mazars of Muslim saints in
Dhakaand elsewherein the country.

President lajuddin Ahmed,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Naﬂonal anthem
glitch: Probe
body seeks

more time

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The probe body formed to investi-
gate the technical glitch thai
stopped playing the national
anthem at the Qctober 7 formal
opening: of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association (CEA)
conference vesterday, sought one
week'stime tocompleteitstask.

The three-member body headed
by Chief Whip ‘Khandakar Delwar
Hossain missed the Thursday night
deadline set by the prime minister
for submission of the probe report
within48<hours:

The. two other members of the
commitiee are Home Secretary
Omar Farug and Public Works
Secretary AminurRahman.

Khapdakar Delwar told news:
men yesterday he consulted {h{.

- prime minister and sought time (o

completethe probe.

Due to his involvement in vari-
ous activities ofithe CPA conference,
the probe could not make much
headway, Delwaradded.

Holiday

Theoffices of Whe Dally, Star will
remain closed today (Saturday)
on the occasion of holy Shab-e-
Barat,

Therefore, there will be no
issue of the newspaper tomorrow

(Sunday).

wyiw. thedailystar.net

Crime curb not ample,

admits prime minis

. _ ~ PHOTOIPID
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yestarday delivers an over-the-air speech to
markthe coalition's twoyears in power,

€r

Stern action against graft promised

AGENCIES, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day said her government would not
hesitate to take strident measures to
stop any irregularity and waste of
government fund.

On the election pledge of cutting
crime, she saidher governmentwas
carrying on efforts to improve law
and order. She, however, admitted
without hesitation that 'our success
inthisfieldisnotadequate'.

"Curbing crime is an uncompro-
mising, laborious and' continuous
process. 1 am ‘assuring you: once
again that our government would
always remnain’active to fulfil the

commitinent to people to erase
crimes,"she said.

She' made an appeal to) sink
antagonism among different politi-
cal parties: and' groups to build
Bangladesh as a strong, successful
state,

"Broad-based unityis a priority
following democratic' norms and
principles, development strategies,
foreign and defence policies for
further strengthening the founda-
tions of Bangladesh,” she said inher
address to the nation, marking the
second anniversary of the four-
partycoalitionrule.

Explaining the reasons for her
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Westmont gets
the nod for
Baghabari plant

STAR REPORT

The Gabinet Purchase Commiltee
last week bent its own' rules to
approve an unsolicited proposal of
Westmont Power forsettingup al30

MW gas-fired barge-mounted

power plantin Baghabir,

“As per the Private Sector Power

Generation Policy of Bangladesh, all
independent private power projects
should be built on the basis of com-
petitive bidding,

The committee attached some
conditions to safeguard the national
interéstand stay clear of any obliga-
tiontoWestmont, sotirces said.

Westmont, which has been
operating a 90 MW barge-mounted
power plant for over three years,
submitted a' proposal earlier this
year for setting up the Baghabari
plantonabuild-own-operate (BOO)
basis.

The company: has proposed. to

supply power within six months of
obtaining approval.

Westmonthas also offered aper-
kilowattlevelised power tariffof US
2.79 cents for 20 years. This tasiffis
40 percent lower than that of its
existing power plant, which'is 4:31
COn1S;.

T returm, the company ‘seeks g i,

gas tariffof$1:11 per thousand cubio
feet (mcf). In contrast, AES

Meghnaghat pays $2.4 per mcf gas

and sells power at 2.79 icents for 22

Westmont, however, seeks no
minimum guarantee of the Power
Dcve!upmentBuam (PDB)to buyits
power and offers a'no electricity, no
payment' term.

It also ‘needs no government
guarantee for the project as:it did
before and' does' not impose any
condition on obtaining land for the
project,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

India, Thailand sign
free trade accord

AGENCIES, Bangkok

India and Thailand on Thursday
signed ' five agreements covering a
wide range of issues, including a
landmark free trade agreement
following a one-to-one meeting
between Indian Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee and Thai premier
Thaksin Shinawatrain Bangkok.

The agreement will allow for free
trade onall goods by 2010,

The two countrieswill also slash

tarifis by/50 percent utr.t B4 products |

under an earlyharvest schenie o go
into effect March l'ofextyear,

In addition, ways to' combat
terrorism and intelligente sharing
were also discussed, with India
offering to sell defence equipment
toThailand.

Vajpayee blamed Pakistan in an
interview: published Thursday for
the failure of a free trade pact in
South Asia while asserting that a
similar agreement with Thailand is
bound tosucceed,

"The India-Thailand FTA (Free
Trade Agreement) looks like it will
work, while the South Asia FTA and
the: South Asia Preferential Trade
Agreement have not seen real prog-

ress solely because of the unreason-
ableobstructions of one South Asian
country," Vajpayee told The Nation
newspaper, in' a clear reference to
Pakistan,

Vajpayee, the first Tndian prime
minister to visit Thailand in a

decade, said' the India-Thailand
trade agreement, which would be
one of the highlights of his four-day
trip ending Sunday, would be' the
first such pact outside the South
Asianmg[un.

In’ a' wide ranging. interview!
,conductad inNew Delhi before his

departure for indonesia, Vajpuyee
was asked questions onsuch issues
as India-China competition in
Southeast Asia, New Delhi's deep-
ening engagement with Asean and
the liberalisation of the Indian
economy,

Vajpayee said the rapid intensifi-
cation of India's trade and invest-
ment telations with Southeast Asin
was an integral part of New Delhi's
foreign policy,

Vajpayee, who arrived here from

Bali after attending the ninth sum-

mit of the Association of South East

Asian Nations: (Asean), said India-
SEE'PAGE 11 COL 2
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Gratt check, capacity
building top CPA plan

Canadian Speaker Milliken replaces Sircar

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The CPA General Assembly yester-
day resolved to work for avoiding
war and conflict'in the world and
adopted a strategic plan with cor-
ruption check and post-conflict
capacity-building as' two major
areasoffocusinthenextfiveyears.
"The Gommonwealth
Parliamentary, Association mem-
bers will try to contribute in avoid-
ing wars and conflicts and we will
use our forium as a 'pressure group'
working for the cause of global

T
|

peace," outgoing pregident of the
grouping Speaker Jamir Uddin
Sircar told newsmen after chairing
the26th general assembly.

The assembly was held in the
plenary hall of Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference Centre

vesterday afternoon as part of the:

ongoing 49th CPA conference in
Dhaka.

The assembly, attended by over
250 lawmakers' from' across the
Commonwealth world, adopted a
five-year (2003-2007) strategic plan
for the association, identifying 10

areasforattention,

The areas are: post-poll assis-
tance, interface between parliament
and other, state branches, parlia-
mentary. scrutiny and oversight,
post-conflict capacity-building and
fight against corruption, gender
discrimination and’ human rights
violations.

The plan' also committed to
focussing on election observation,
participation of lawmakers in
debates on major global issues and
onspecificinterestsstemming from

SEE PAGE 11 .€0L 3

PHOTC: STAR

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) conference President and Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar, second from

!eﬂ,apaahsatl.haﬁhAGbnamlﬁsmblyatBangiadahh-cmnaﬁiandshhmonfammenntu inDhakayestarday,

'Tnvolve more women MPs
in policymaking’

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Commonwealth lawmakers yester-
dayurged the governments of mem-
ber countries to increase women's
participationinlegislationto ensure

men-women parinershipin nation-

building,

They also called upon the politi-
cal leadership to ensure greater
participation of women lawmakers
in policymaking in their own parties
and political’ parties to allocate
proportionate representation of

women in‘national and state parlia:
ments.

The legislators, both men and
women, were'speaking at a work-
shop, 'Partnership in Nation:
bu;lding Role of Women

SEE PAGE 11/COL 4

REUTERS; Oslo

Iranian human rights lawyer
Shirin Ebadi became the' first
Muslim woman to win the Nobel
Peace Prizeyesterday inanaward
intended to foster wider demoe-
racyin thelIslamicworld.

The Norwegian Nobel
Committee praised Ebadi --
Iran's: first female judge before
the 1979 Islamic revolution
forced her to step-aside in favour
of men'--forfighting for children

Ebadi first Muslim
woman Lo win
Nobel Peace Prize

and women and for taking on
cases, others were top afntd to
touch;

Ebadi; 56, won froma record
field of 165 candidates including
Pope John Pauland former Czech
President Vaclav Havel, She said
she was shocked but proud to
learn she had won the $1.3/mil-
lion prize, to be handed out in
OsloonDecember10.

Iran's conservative-Tun state
media reported the country’s

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Muggers loot
Tk 12 lakh
at Tongi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Accept failure, step
down: Hasina

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Armed muggers looted Tk 12 Jakh
from a team of three emplnyees ofa
spices factory and shot one of them
at Tongi Bazar yesterday, police
sourcessaid.

The gang members annc:ked the
employees when they were boa.rﬁ
Tongi Bazaratabout01:00pmto
theircarparked on theroadnearby.

Driver of the car Joynal Hossain
said they went to Tongi as part of
their weekly routine to collect dues
fromshopkeepers.

The gangofmorethan10carrying
firearms, knives and hockey sticks
encircled' the' three employees and
asked them to'hand over the money
to them. Onrefusal, they shot Selimmy;
who was carrying the 'bag that con-
tained the money, snatched the bag
and fled, firing blankshots.

The three  Abul Kashem, Selim
andNasir -- are employees of Rana
Enterprise at Nabab Market at
Moulavi Bazarin old partofthe city:

Selim was rushed’ to. Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH)
where hefunderwent an emergency
operation,

Abul Kashem filed a case with
TongiPolice Station.

Officer-in-Charge of Tongi Police
Station Nur Ahmed said last night
they arrested three persons on
suspicion of their involvement in
theincident.

¢ anti-fungal
= antifading
= anti-flaking

P

be with people...

Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina yesterdayasked the BNP-led
four-party coalition government to
step downwithnodelayinacallthat
coincided withi the alliance's cele-
brations of twoyearsin power.

"People want the government to
quit after admitting to its failure and
misrule. The government has no
right to cling to power anymore,”
Hasina, also Awami League (AL)
chief, saidin her address to an anti-
coalitionevent.

Hasina called for a greater unity,
of progressive-democratic forces
and professional bodies against the
government, which she said sank
into corruption, harboured wvio-
lence, violated human rights and
failed torunthestate.

"Countrymenbecamehostage to
the misrule of the BNP-Jamaat
gavernment,” Hasina said pegging
thecpalition asanti-people.

"Let's build a national consensus
for progress, prosperity and welfare
and show the people the way to
freedom,” Hasina told the
programme, attended by several
hundred leaders of the AL and its
front organisations, academics,

| journalists and otherprofessionals.

"We were with people and'we!'ll
we are ready to

Hayden breaks Lara’s reco

REUTERS; Melbourne

Australia batsman Matthew Hayden
smashed aworld record Test score of
380 in the first Test against
Zimbabwe in Perth onFriday,

Hayden beat the previous mark,
375 by West Indies batsman Brian
Lara against England in 1994, before
being caught at deep square leg by
Stuart Carlisle off Trevor Gripper
shortlyaftertea,

Australia deelared on 735 for six

A

make any sacrifice for them," she
said describing her party as a carrier
of all'movements and'struggles;in
the past.

During her 37-minute written
speech, the AL president listed the
government's, "failures”” from law
and' order downslide to pervasive
corruption to a ‘mon-functional’
parliament.

Hasina, who was the prime {}

ministerin 1996-2001, said, "We are
nol. claiming our government was
fully successful, as there might be
some unexpected mistakes in run-

ning the state. But we will step into §
the future bytaking lessons fromour £

pastmistakes,”
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

missal with Adam Gilchrist
unbeatenon 113,

The Queenslander pushed left-
arm slow bowler Ray Price for a

.single to long on'in the last over

before the tea break to reach 376
before swinging his bat above his
headin celebration and raising both
hands to theapplause ofthe crowd.

Hayden kissed his baggy green | ey,
cap and was bear-hugged by '* ,

rd | °

immediately after Hayden'ss dis- §
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suf"hptuous Dhua;n -chlckenilMutton,

 Karhai mutton/Chicken, Pasandey,
Special Nihari, Mutton Chops,

Irani Lassi and Irani chaat & Shahi tukra
are available at our Bailey Road Shop
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We are Catering all above items i

and have already delivered to Marriage ceremomes
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