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CPA meet today

Focus on
global peace,
governance

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Khaleda Zig, vice-
patron of the Commonwealth
. Parliamentary Association (CPA),
officially launches the grouping's
49th conference in Dhaka today,

The CPA is organising a confer-
ence for the first time in its 92-year
history, where the host country
opposition is absent protesting the
government's 'politicisation’ of the
show, After holding 48 earlier con-
ferences in different member coun-
tries with participation of both the
ruling party and the opposition, the
opposition boycott of the Dhaka
conference is an embarrassment to
the CPAtop brass also,

Khaleda Zia is scheduled to
inaugurate the CPA conference at
11:30am today at Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference Centre, A
message of Queen Elizabeth [1, the
patron of the CPA, will be read out at
the conference.

Meanwhile, the organisers of the
'movement for a visa-free world'
handed over amemorandum to CPA
Secretary General Denis Marshall
yesterday demanding introduction
of work permits in all
Commonwealth countries, In
another open lelter addressed to the
CPA delegates, the 'Save the Teens'
drew the Commonwealth's atten-
tion to the problems being faced by
yvoung men and women in today's
world.

Out of 535 expected delegates,
observers and spouses, 341 reached
Dhaka till yesterday afternoon.
Meanwhile, influx of uninvited
observers from Nigeria continued
with eight more arriving in Dhaka
yesterday, putting the extra burden
on the host country of arranging
theirfood and lodging.

Commonwealth Secretary
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MULTICOLOUR MEET: National flags of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association conference's participating nations
fly atthe Bangladesh China Friendship Conference Centre in Dhaka yesterday ahead of the formal launch of the event.

Kiow my stat
tion," Rokan to

Another CPA
call, another
AL 'no’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association officials repeated their
call to the main opposition Awami
League at Sunday's meeting for
juining the 49th CPA conference but
with no luck, CPA Executive

| Committee Chairman Bob Speller

told The Daily Staryesterday,

"We reiterated our call to her (AL
president) to join the conference,”
said Speller in his first comment to
the press after his last-ditch effort to
bring the opposition chief Sheikh
Hasina to the event failed.

Asked whether the host country
government did enough to make the
boycotting opposition change lts
mind, Speller, a Canadian lawmaker,
said, "I don't want to get into your
local politics.” Canada is scheduled
to host the next CPA conference.

On the second-day meeting ol
the CPA executive committee,
Speller said, "We discussed activities
of the finance committee and per-
formance review committee and
evaluated funding condition for
holding more post-poll seminars,
like the one just held in Kenya."

On mismanagement of the CPA
conference, the lawmaker said, "It's

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

CJ asks Rokan to
explain allegation
against HC judge

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Justice KM Hasan yvesterday
wanted to know the allegation
against a High Court judge brought
by Supreme Court Bar Association
President Barrister Rokanuddin
Mahmud in aletteryesterday.

"The chief justice wanted to
ent on the alieg-
d The Daily ?f:r
mthnutglvingdmaﬂsﬂfthelutmr

"I received the letterin the morn-
ing and will reply to it as early as
possible.”

Rokan on October 1 accused an
additional judge of taking Tk 50,000
in 'fee’ from an accused in a woman
repression case to arrange bail.

He also noted that the judge was
once an office bearer of the Bar.

"He was accused of misappropri-
ation of the Bar funds then," he said
onthe daywithout giving thejudge's
identity.

Women MPs for

greater role in
policymaking

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Commonwealth women parliamen-
tarians (CWP) ata meeting in Dhaka
yesterday demanded greater repre-
sentation of women to parliaments
and bigger role in policymaking.

Theyalso called for empowerment
ofwomen, redress for violence against
women and anend to gender discrim-
ination at the daylong CWP steering
committee meeling at Sonargaon
Hotel.

Emerging from the meeting yester-
day evening, CWP Chairperson and
Women and Children Affairs Minister
Khurshid Jahan Haque told
newspersons that they would place
theirrecommendations to the plenary
session of Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association's (CPA's)
plenary- session on gender-related
issuesonOctober 10,

“We've stressed the need for
greater representation of women to
parliaments of the Commonwealth
member countries and their greater
involvement in policymaking,”
Hagquesaid.

Roushan Ershad of the Jatiya Party,
another Bangladeshi delegate to the
CWE tald journalists that there should

be bindings on political parties in the
Commonwealth nations for giving 20
to 30 per cent of nominations for
lawmakers to women.

Talking to The Dally Star, Louise
Pratt, legislator of the Western
Australia parliament, said: "Ours is a
small regional assembly with 32
lawmakers. Only 10 of them are
women, but I think the number
should be50 per cent.”

She pointed out that her country
was in a better off position in terms of
women's participation in legislation
than many other Commonwealth
nationsincluding Bangladesh.

The CWP sieering commitiee
meeting that began at 9:30am rman
until 5:45pmwithtwo breaks,

Over 40 representatives partici-
pated in the meeting, aimed at
enhancing women's representation
to parliaments across the
Commonwealth world, pushing
women's Issues on the CPA agenda
and networking international women
associations.

They represented seven CWP
regions -~ Africa, Australia, British
Islands and the Mediterranean,
Canada, Carlbbean islands, the
Pacific and South East Asia.
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Lottery comes
in to cap VAT
dodging

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

In a new bid to cap VAT dodging
by retail shops and service pro-
viders, the government may
introduce tax coupons to be used
by clients or consumers in lottery
draw for attractive prizes.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday disclosed this
and said each shop or service
provider would be Issued cou-
pons, which they will have to give
to the buyers or clients against
any purchase.

The government would then
hold lottery against the coupons
and the lucky winner will get
luxury cars and other prizes.
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Former AL MP
faces attempted
rape charges

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday framed
charges against former Awami
League lawmaker Kamal Ahmed
Majumder and two others in an
attempted rape case.

Sarker Abul Mansur Ahmad,
judge of the Third Special Tribunal
for Prevention of Women and
Children Repression, Dhaka, framed
chargesin presence of the accused,

The judge also fixed January 17,
2004, for trial of the case.

The two other accused are
Kamal's brother Anwar Hossain
Majumder and one Nazma Hossain.

The accused pleaded not guilty
and sought justice before the court
after the charges were framed
against them.

In the case filed with Pallabi
Police Station (PS), it was alleged

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

| McKinnon flies in to

bungled reception

Disorder runs high at CPA meet; speaker
struggles to locate guest's room, Kenyan

in Banani isolated

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chaotic mismanagement at the
Commonwealth Parlinmentary
Association (CPA) conference slid to
a new low yesterday when President
of the meet Speaker Jamir Uddin
Sircar, Commonwealth Secretary
General Don McKinnon and a

Kenyan minister faced embarrass-

ingsituations.
Since the informal opening of the

| minister gets no car, phone; delegates

grand lawmakers' gathering on
October 4, lack of coordination,
faulty arrangements and poor
services have been dogging the
meet,

McKinnon landed at Zia
International Airport early yesterday
moming to no protocol and no -
fion from the host nation. A non-
plussed McKinnon carried his luggage
totheVIPloungeof the airport.
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Syria Wants UN to
condemn airstrike

US set for veto

AP, United Nations

Syria demanded that the UN
Security Council condemn Israel's
airstrike against a purported terror-
ist training camp near Damascus,
but the United States said it would
noet support any resolution that does
not also criticise attacks against
Israel.

At an emergency meeting called
at Syria's request Sunday, most
council diplomats spoke out against
both the airstrike and the suicide
bombing in the Israeli port city of
Haifa that killed 19 people and
prompted Israel’s retaliation.

However, US Ambassador John
Negroponte focused his condemna-
tion on the Haifa attack, while blam-
ing Syria for harbouring terrorists.

"The United States believes that
Syria is on the wrong side of the war
on terrorism,” he said. "We believe it
is in Syria's interest, and in the
broader interest of Middle East
peace, for Syria to stop harbouring
and supporting the groups that
perpetrate acts such as the one that
occurred yesterday.”

Negroponte's comments
reflected Washington's frustration
with Syria, which had gone out of its
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PHOTO, AFP

A Palestinian fighter belonging to Yasser Arafat's Fatah movement mans an
anti-aircraft machinegun yesterday in the Palestinian refugee camp of Ain el-
Helweh in Lebanon as tension heightened following Israel's strike on Syria.

Robbers stop car,
loot Tk 40 lakh

at gunpoint

Angry garment workers
demonstrate in Jurain

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Armed snatchers looted Tk 40 lakh

and $1000 from the owner of a gar-
ment factory at Dholaipar in

Shyampur yesterday noon.

Jasim Uddin, chairman of Gems
Sweater, and Dr Akbar Sadek, direc-
tor, withdrew Tk 10 lakh from the
New Market branch of City Bank.
Then, they went to the bank's prin-
cipal branch at Motijheel and drew
Tk 30 lakh more before heading for
their factory.

When their car reached Geet
Cinema Hall at Muradnagar at
12:15pm, seven armed robbers
riding two motorbikes and an auto-
rickshawstoppedit.

One of the gang members broke
the windshield of the car, ordered
the driver to open the car boot and
hand over the keys of the car. The
other gang members also fired a
shot through the rear windshield to
create panic.

"The gang members took out a
carton and a bag containing the
money and some valuable docu-
ments as the driver opened the
boot,” Dr Akbar Sadek said. Then
theyleft the spot on motorbikes.

"The money was (o pay salary to
my factory workers," he told The
Daily Star.

A case was filed with Shyampur
Police Station. The duty officer of the
police station said one person was
picked up for his alleged involve-
mentintheincident.

As the news of the robber spread,
hundreds of people staged demon-
strations in Jurain demanding arrest
and trial ofthe robbers.

Garment workers and Jocals took
to the street and paraded different
thoroughfares.

Bangladesh garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) yesterday
expressed deep concern over the
rise in robbery and abduction,

It urged the authorities to recover
the looted money as soon as possi-
ble.

It said the BGMEA after every
such incident informed the matters
to the authorities without anyresult,

Earlier on July 30, robbers
snatched Tk 40 lakh, a licensed
revolver and a cell phone from
Administrative ‘Manager of Acme
Laboratories Sanwar Hahbib Sinha, a
cousin of State Minister for Health
Mizanur Rahman Sinha.

Sinha came under attack while
he was for the company
plant at Dhamrai to pay monthly
salary and bonus to the company
staff,

Dhaka condemns
Israeli air attack

on Syria

| BSS, bhaka

Bangladesh yesterday strongly
condemned and denounced the
Israeli air artack on Syria and said it
woutld escalate the military tension
inthe region.

“Bangladesh views that such
aggression disregarding interna-
tional law and the principles of
international relations is in violation
of the sovereignty of Syrian Arab
Republic,” a foreign ministry press
release said.

The release said that Israeli
attack on Syria would destablise the
whole regioninthe Middle East.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

Tiger kills 2
fishermen in
Sundarbans

BSS, Satkhira

A man-eating tiger killed two fisher-
men in Burigoalini forest range atea
in the Sundarbans under

Shymnagar upazila in the last two

days.

Sources said Ariful Islam, 40, son
of Bastullah Sheikh of village
Moutola under Kaligonj upazila,
went to the Sundarbans for fishing
along with some other fishermen a
few days ago.

While they were fishing in' the
Boikari canal on Saturday, suddenly a
tiger attacked Ariful and took him

away into the deep forest. Later, his

recovered from the forest by.

In another incident on Sunday,
Abu Musa, 38 son of Kalu Gazi of
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

UP member killed

after abduction
Mob blocks Ctg-Kaptai road

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Agitators burnt tyres and barricaded
the Chittagong-Kaptai road for three
hours yesterday moming as a union
parishad (UP) member was killed
after abduction in Raozan on
Sunday night.

A gang picked Nasir Uddin
(Rana), member of Gujra Union
Parishad, Raozan, at around 8:00pm
while he was returning home from a
wedding reception at his village,
police said.

The armed men came by a pri-
vate car and forced the UP member
to board it. The abductors then took
him to a nearby village, Noapara,
and shothim dead, police said.

Receiving information, pelice

\

rushed to the spot and recovered the
body of Nasir, also a local BNP
leader.

The killing took place just two
days after the kidnap of Dr Anil, who
is still untraced, in the crime-prone
port city. With Sunday's incident,
abduction cases rose to 16 since
business magnate Jamaluddin
Ahmed Chowdhury was kidnapped
74 days back.

Raozan police believed Nasir was
abducted and killed following a
family feud but dedined to elabo-
rate.

A case was filed with Raozan
Police Station accusing 20 persons
including some local known terror-
ists. Nobody was however arrested

yet.
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Our phone, fax numbers have changed

Old numbers

New numbers

PABX :
FAX

01-5 7168821-5

68fu

7168934

Shamil Bank of Bahrain E. C. (Islamic Bankers)

5 Rajuk Avenue, Motijheel, Dhaka. Ph: 7168821-5. Fax: 7168934, e-mail: sbbang@bdmail.net
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