
BSS, Gazipur

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia 
yesterday called for making position 
of the Muslim Ummah firm and 
strong to ensure its overall develop-
ment by availing revolutionary 
progress now taking place in vari-
ous branches of technology and 
engineering.

"To attain this goal, we have to 
raise adequate skilled human 
resources in a planned way. We, in 
Bangladesh, also have been imple-
menting various programmes 
attaching importance to education 
and training to build skilled human 
resources," Khaleda Zia said this 
while she was speaking at the 17th 
Convocation of Islamic University of 
Technology (IUT), a subsidiary 
organ of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Countries (OIC).

The prime minister underlined 
the need for reviving the glorious 
heritage of the Islamic civilisation 
and making the Muslim Ummah 
united, well- organised and far-
sighted.

She said the Muslim Ummah 
needed to work for achieving excel-
lence in various branches of knowl-
edge and science to meet not only 
the demands of the current century 
but also of the millennium.

The convocation ceremony was 
also addressed by IUT Vice-
Chancellor Dr. M. Fazli Ilahi and OIC 
Assistant Secretary Ambassador 
Dato Sofian Ahmad. IUT Registrar 
Ambassador Sofian read out the 
speech of OIC Secretary General 
Dr. Abdelouahed Belkeziz on his 
behalf. Dr. Abdelouahed Belkeziz is 
also chancellor of IUT.

IUT has conferred degrees on 
188 students of various OIC coun-
tries. Khaleda distributed certifi-
cates and gold medals among four 
students - three IUT and one OIC 
gold medals - for their brilliant aca-
demic feat.

She announced that  Hasanul 
Kabir of Bangladesh and Mohamed 
Ali of the Maldives  would be 
included as members of the prime 
minister's entourage when she 
would attend the coming OIC sum-
mit to be held in Kuala Lumpur this 
month .  Hasanu l  Kab i r  and 
Mahamed Ali got IUT gold medal 

and OIC gold medal respectively for 
their brilliant academic perfor-
mance.

Minister for Science and 
Information and Communication 
Technology Dr. A. Moyeen Khan 
and State Minister for Labour and 
Employment Aman Ullah Aman 
attended the convocation ceremony 
as guests of honour.

Khaleda said religion of Islam 
had brightened the world civilisation 
with a fresh light after the emer-
gence of islam about 14 hundred 
years ago.

She recalled with great honour 
the valuable contributions of schol-
ars including Al-beruni, Al Razi, Ibne 
Sina, Omar Khaiyyum, Ibne 
Khaldun in medical science, mathe-
matics, chemistry, physics, philoso-
phy and literature during the golden 
era of Islamic civilisation. 

She said the contributions of 
those scholars in different branches 
of science and knowledge had led 
the human civilisation to a higher 
stage of progress. "We are heirs to 
that rich heritage," she added. 

"We would like to see this univer-
sity as a centre of science and 
technological education of interna-
tional standard," said Khaleda and 
sought continued cooperation of the 
OIC members. 

She thanks the graduating 
students and expressed the hope 
that they would fully utilise their 
acquired knowledge in the socio- 
economic development of their 
respective countries. 

She said the students who had 
come to this IUT from different parts 
of the world with great expectations 
would become the young pioneers 
in the spread of engineering and 
technical knowledge in their respec-
tive countries. 

Referring to diverse language, 
culture and heritage of the IUT 
students, Khaleda said  the amity 
and Islamic brotherhood that had 
been forged among the learners 
would be ever-lasting and enhance 
its consolidation. 

Earlier, the prime minister, wear-
ing convocation dress, entered the 
auditorium through the "Gate of 
Learning". OIC Secretary General 
Dr. Belkeziz in his speech, read out 
by OIC Assistant Secretary general 
Dr. Sofian Ahmad, described the 
graduating students as the future 
leaders of the Muslim Ummah. 

"Today is an era of information 
and knowledge-based economy... 
We have to be innovative. We have 
to be skilled and disciplined", he 
added. Ministers, MPs, diplomats, 
and academicians were present. 
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Schoolboy hurt
by bus
DU CORRESPONDENT  

A schoolboy was injured seriously 
when a Gabtoli-bound bus hit him in 
front of the Dhanmondi police sta-
tion in the city yesterday.

Towkir Ahmed, 13, son of Abul 
Kalam, was rushed to the Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital with seri-
ous head injures.

Police seized the bus from the 
spot but the driver managed to flee 
away.

Witnesses said the bus hit Towkir 
while he was crossing the Katabon 
road near the Nilkhet High School. 

Towkir resides at 54/1 Nilkhet 
Res ident ia l  Area o f  Dhaka 
University. 

N'ganj Telephone 

connections 
restored
STAFF CORRESPONDENT   

All telephone connections under 

Narayanganj Telephone Exchange 

were restored yesterday.
The main distribution frame 

(MDF) of the exchange was gutted by 

a fire on September 21. 

Make Muslim Ummah strong
Khaleda tells IUT Convocation

PHOTO: PID
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia gives away a gold medal to a student at the 17th convocation of Islamic University of Technology at its auditorium 
in Gazipur yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR
A devotee is offered sandal wood paste in front of the Dhakeswari Temple on the second day 
of Durga Puja yesterday.  

BSS, Dhaka

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister 
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan has said the 
government is committed to ensur-
ing optimum use of human 
resources by developing the IT 
sector.

He said the government has 
stepped up efforts for the develop-
ment of information technology (IT) 
sector.

He said a high-tech park is being 
set up to attract private investment 
in the IT sector.

"There is no alternative to the 
development of IT sector to face the 

challenges of 21st century," 
Bhuiyan told the Inter-University IT 
E x p e r t s  C o n f e r e n c e  h e r e  
Wednesday night.

Presided over by Chairman of 
University Grants Commission 
Professor Asaduzzaman, the func-
tion was also addressed by mem-
bers of the commission Prof Monirul 
Haque and Prof KM Mohsin.

The government after taking 
office has formulated a national 
information technology policy, 
Bhuiyan said, adding that an ICT 
incubator had been set up in Dhaka 
aimed at ensuring high-speed 
Internet connection.

High-tech IT park 
being set up 


	Page 1

