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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition
September19-October 3
Afifteen-day-long art exhibition by
artist Prof. Abdur Razzaque is
going on from 19 September at
Gallery Chitrak, House #21, Road
#4, Dhanmondi. The exhibition will
be open for all from 10 am to 8 pm
everyday.

September 28-30

The inaugural ceremony of a
three-day exhibition titled 'lran
and Tourism', organised by
Iranian Cultural Centre, will be
held with Prof Aftab Ahmed, vice
chancellor of National University
as chief guest. Venue: House-54,
Road-8/A, Dhanmondi. Time:
5.00pm. The exhibition will
remain open from 10.00am to
6.00pm daily.

Print Exhibition
September 26-October 5
Shilpangan arranged a 10-day-
long print exhibition of contempo-
rary print makers of Bangladesh
tiled 'Ei Shomoer Chhapchitra'
from 26 September at 5.30 pm at
the Shilpangan Gallery. The show
will be open for all from 10am to 9
pmeveryday.

Woodcut Print
Exhibition

October 03-14

Alliance Francaise will hold a solo
woodcut print exhibition by Selina
Chowdhury Mili on October 3 at
5.00 pm at it's La galerie. The
show will be open for all from 9 pm
to 12 pm and 5 pm to 9 pm daily.
The show will be closed on
October5and 12.

DramalLane

Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.

Group Plays
Date

Nagorik Rokto

Natya Karabi
Shamproday 28
Desh Natya  Moynar
Shangshad ~ Chor 30

Shania Twain performs during the
first concert of the North American
leg of her world tour, at Copps
Coliseum in Ontario on Thursday.

Sweet success

Nashid Kamal and her ways

ELITA KARIM

lessons from Ustad P. C. Gomes, Akhter

Department of Population and Environ-

ment of the Independent University of
Bangladesh, she sits behind her desk- full of
books, stationery and papers, surrounded by
the several awards conferred on her over the
years. A mere glance around her office room
gives enough impression of her excellence in
debate, conducting television programmes and
participating in numerous music shows.

Hailing from a family deeply rooted to the
traditional culture and music, Nashid Kamal
had an ambition from the very beginning to
become a popular singer of the country. Her
debut performance on television was at the age
of six, on 25 December 1964, at the inaugura-
tion of Pakistan Television. She hosted various
children's programmes on television, including
Notun Kuri, backin her younger days.

Although seen rendering folk and classical
songs, she is better known as a Nazrul singer.
Nashid had her teachers at home, starting from
her illustrious Aunt Ferdousi Rahman and her
uncle Abbasi. Besides, she had her music

T ODAY a professor and Head of the

Shadmani and Ustad Zamiri. Later on, when

she was studying for her Masters at Carlton

Ashna.

women.

University, Canada, she became the disciple of
Pandit Jasraj.

She is involved with many Nazrul organisa-
tions of the city and has had cassette and CD
releases on Nazrul songs. Nashid has also
participated in various stage shows, both at
home and abroad. In 1989, she sang at the Salt
Lake Stadium in Kolkata. In February 1999, she
went to Cooch Bihar, her hometown, and
received accolades for performing for an audi-
ence of forty thousand. In 1995, she gave an
enthralling performance along with her uncle
Abbasi and her two daughters Armeen and

Nashid Kamal is also a writer. In one of her
publications called Jui Phuler Baranda, she
writes about her family saga and portrays the
aspects of joint families. Nashid's next book,
yet to be published, is called Hath Hazarir
Booke where she tells about the lives of 15

All her life Nashid has devoted herself to
nurture her talents in the field of music, at the
same time she has successfully build her

career in the teaching profession.

Melody architects of the town

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
VER wondered about the
story behind each success-

ful audio album in the market

or whether the tune and composi-
tion are arranged in perfect har-
mony?

The answers are all in the record-
ing studios, which are making
valiant efforts, orchestrating the
compilation. The city contains a
number of such studios like Art of
Noise, Sound Garden, Music Man,
Studio Bass and others.

It begins from setting up of stan-
dard equipment with wide-ranging
preliminary cost. Art of Noise, the
leading institution spent Tk. 60 lakhs
approximately while Studio Bass
had a 10-lakh setup. Another lead-
ing studio Sound Garden, operated
by Mobin and Durey--two popular
names in band music, started
functioning in 1994 providing
numerous knockout records to the
music industry.

Durey emphasises on sound
mathematical knowledge with good
sense of music to comprehend
sound frequency as a sequence to
becoming competent sound engi-
neer. He adds the need for institu-
tion to learn the subject better, which
is mandatory to master the album
mixing.

The duo work in 3 half shifts per
day, each of 4-hour duration, charg-
ing Tk. 2000.00 each half shift.
Being one of the most popular
recording venues, their slots remain
booked throughout the week with
rare exceptions.

The upcoming Studio Bass is a
computer based fully digital record-
ing studio. Shumon of Aurthohin
confirmed of unlimited track record-
ing facilities. Commencing in 1998,
they also charge the same as Sound
Garden. Though their objective was
to record their own songs, now they
are open to few upcoming 'under
ground' bands for promotional
purpose. 'Within limited resources,
we are quite happy, although the
guitar riff tones from the studios
needs to improve,” Shumon con-
cludes.

Masud, the chief recordist for Art
of Noise, reveals the understanding
of electronics as essential to work
along with sound. He considers
being a proper musician with quali-
ties to interact as recipe to success
for sound engineers.

Inaugurated in 1999, the studio is
equipped with Pro Tools as hard
drive recorders along with 64-track
recording capacity. They record any
form of audio starting from musical
albums, background scores up to
movie themes. 'Amateur musicians

The digitised-inside of StudioBass.

coming here are privileged over the
professionals as their concept
needs to be cleared,’ continues
Masud. Charges here are hourly
based, Tk.600.00.

About the present technological
scenario of recording, Masud
affirms the industry to be 50 years
behind the international standard.
These recordists and mixers con-
sider lack of quality equipment as
the main deficiency. An A-class
mixing console is the most impor-

tant part of studio recording priced
at Tk. 20 lakhs. This is the missing
part of the puzzle in Bangladesh and
that is why recording standard is not
mounting.

According to Shumon, 'Even if
standard equipments were brought,
would the bands agree to pay Tk.
25,000.00 per half shift to increase
quality when there is abundance of
studios offering 12 times less of that
price?"

Around the world

Bruce Willis Performs in Northern Iraq

S

It was the perfect setting for an action
movie, complete with Humvees and
helicopters. Instead, Bruce Willis felt
awed--and allittle old.

The star of Armageddon, Hart's War
and the Die Hard movies, on a goodwill
tour of Iraq, visited a remote desert out-
post Friday to meet with a small number
of U.S. troops monitoring the border with
Iran. Willis walked around the dusty,
forward operating base to meet members
of the 4th Infantry Division's 1st Squad-
ron, 10th Cavalry who are training Iraqi
border guards.

"| feel a lot of pride for these guys out

here. If | was a little younger, | would be
out here with them," the 48-year-old actor
told The Associated Press.

On Thursday, Willis and his band gave
a rock concert for hundreds of soldiers at
another Army base about 35 miles from
the Syrian border. The audience--some
sitting atop helicopters, others lounging in
Humvees--sent cheers and whistles into
night air as Willis and his band belted out
rock 'n' roll and the blues. Most said they
didn't know Willis was a singer, but they
approved of what they heard.

By Patrick Quinn, Associated Press Writer, Tursad, Iraq

Bajpakkhi

New mega serial on ATN Bangla

CULTURE DESK

TN Bangla is airing a new

weekly mega serial Bajpakhi

by Mannan Hira and directed
by Mamunur Rashid every Thursday
night at 9:20. This mega serial shows
the struggle for earning money which
is necessary to lead a happy life and
ensure security for the future genera-
tion.
Synopsis: Bajpakhi is the story of a
person living in Dhaka city who pos-
sesses a large amount of wealth but
has no right or control over it. This man
is suffering mentally having lost the
property. His family members and
even his enemies are very much
curious about him. It is hard for him to
differentiate between his friend and
foe. At one stage this man is lost much
to the sorrow of his two daughters. The

bond of love and care is found in the
sub-plot of the story. We also get to
know those people of the society who
never care for money. Their way of
survival is also different. It is really

interesting to see what happens when
people belonging to two opposite
poles marry each other.

Mamunur Rashid, Dolly Zohur,

Joyanto Chatterjee, Tarek Anam,
Champa are the leading characters of
this play.

Itis aBangla telefilm production.

An exceptional musical evening Ganey Ganey Nandanhar

CULTURE DESK

musical evening tited Ganey Ganey Nandanhar at

the Nat Mandal auditorium of DU. The main theme
ofthe programme was songs of the five great composers of
Bengali culture, Rabindranath Tagore, Dwijendralal Ray,
Atul Prashad Sen, Rajanikanto Sen and Kazi Nazrul Islam.
On behalf of the organisation, Abul Mal Abdul Muhit, Dr.
Syed Manzurul Islam and Rezwana Chowdhury Bannya
gave their welcome speech. The director of the organisa-
tion Dr. Mridulkanti Bhattacharya while talking about the
objective and target of the organisation, informed that a
three-day-long national programme including discussion,
seminar and songs and dances on the folk and tribal

S URMA Cultural evening arranged an exeptional

culture will be arranged by Surma in December. The
traditional folk and tribal culture will be preserved and
collected. Two audio, video and CD titled Matir Surey
Praner Taney and Ganey Ganey Nandahar has been
relesed and more of this kind of effort will go on.

Laterin the programme the former and present students
of the Drama and Music Department performed solo, duet
and group songs of the five great composers. With the
Tagore song Bishwa Bina Robey Bishwajan Mohichhey
the musical session started. And after that the songs of D L
Ray, Rajanikanto, Atul Prashad, and Nazrul has been sung
one after another. The programme was hosted and
directed by Dr. MridulKanti Bhattacharya and music coor-
dinated by Deepak Paul and Tapan Sarkar. The stage
designe and lighting was of good taste.

Singer Robert

BBC, online

INGER Robert Palmer has died of a heart attack

in Paris aged 54. The British star is best known

for his hits Addicted to Love, Some Guys Have All
the Luckand Didn't Mean to Turn You On.

He had been in the French capital on a two-day
break with partner Mary Ambrose, after recordinga TV
appearance in the UK. His manager said he suffered the
heart attack in the early hours of Friday morning. The
Yorkshire-born singer had recently been on tour of Europe
to promote his latest album Drive.

Palmer had been performing since the early 1970s,
playing in bands including Mandrake Paddle Steamer and
Dada, featuring Elkie Brooks. He then went on to front
Vinegar Joe, also with Brooks, releasing three albums
with the band before launching his solo career.

Brooks said she was "devastated" at the news and had
reconciled with Palmer after several "differences of opin-
ion" over the years. "Robert was a star - he was a great
writer, a fabulous musician and a great singer," she said.
"And he was stunning looking." He had a strong influence
over other musicians - especially visually, with his ground-
breaking videos, she said. "Robert was always one that
wanted to be different, wanted to be trendy - from the way
he looked to the music. He wanted to be a step ahead,"
she said.

He was also a member of 1980s supergroup Power
Station, which also included members of Duran Duran. In
a statement, Duran Duran said: "He was a very dear friend
and a great artist. This is a tragic loss to the British music
industry."

It was during the 1980s that Palmer achieved main-
stream solo recognition. Known for his sharp dress sense,
his solo album Riptide produced the top five hit Addicted to
Love, which was backed with one of rock music's most
famous videos. It featured Palmer backed by a band

Palmer dies

St

featuring identically-dressed woman, who were also
made up tolook the same.

But after scoring hits with She Makes My Day
and Mercy Mercy Me he turned he returned to his
rhythm and blues roots. His Ridin' High album in
1992 was a mix of genres from Tin Pan Alley and
cabaret classics. A greatest hits album was
released in 1995 and reached number four in the
UK charts.

Suzanne Parkes, who worked as Palmer's publi-
cist for Power Station's Living in Fear album in 1996, told
BBC News Online: "He was something really rare in the
music industry. His offstage persona was even nicer than
thatonstage, he was an absolute gent. "I'mreally sad, but |
remember the times with Robert as just so much fun. "l
remember going with him to this secret karaoke club in
Soho once - and he actually got up on stage and did
karaoke to his own songs, to Addicted to Love, just for
alaugh."
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