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Action from the Pepsi 16th men's handball championship match between Dhaka and Bangladesh Police yesterday.

Shaheen stutters

@Athletics

AFP, manila

World champion Saif Safed
Shaheen bit the dust Sunday as he
was sensationally beaten in the
Asian athletics championships
men's 1,500 meters final following
his shock withdrawal from the
3,000-meter steeplechase.

The Kenyan transplant, now
running for Qatar, made a bold
gamble by ceding his favorite disci-
pline to Busan Asian Games cham-
pion Khamis Abdulla in hopes of
doubling Qatar's gold medal haul in
two track events held 75 minutes
apart.

Abdulla duly delivered, but
Shaheen, once known as Stephen
Cherono and the winner of steeple-
chase gold at the Paris world cham-
pionships last month, sprinted too
early and was beaten by eventual
winner Ramzi Rashid of Bahrain,
the reigning men's 1,500m Asian
Games champion.

Shaheen made his ill-timed burst
on the 900m mark, only to be over-
hauled by Rashid as they began the
finallap.

The 20 year-old, fifth in the
1,500m event at the Lausanne

"I want (Abdulla) to win the
steeplechase gold," Shaheen told
AFP earlier, explaining his decision
to withdraw from the steeplechase
final.

"l don't want to run too many
races."

Abdulla led from the front for
most of the way and left the competi-
tion for dead in the last 300m to win
in 8mins 51.60secs, relegating Wu
Wen-Chien of Chinese-Taipei to the
silver in 8:55.38, while Japan's
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Chen Haijian of China smiles after
winning the men's 100 metres
final at the 15th Asian Athletics
Championship yesterday.

Japan's Hiroaki Doi took silver in
70.11m, while Dilshod Nazarov won
Tajikistan's first medal in the games
with a heave of 69.90m.

Fawzi Al Shammari doubled up
Kuwait's golden harvest by winning
the men's 400m final in 45.16secs.

Hamdan al-Bishi of Saudi Arabia
settled for second in 45.39, while
Yuki Yamaguchi of Japan's 46.18
was good for bronze.

China added to their four golds
by taking the men's 100m and 110m
hurdles crowns, as well as the
women's pole vault and the 100m
hurdles.

Chen Haijian earned the sprint
king title with a 10.25sec resultin the
100m, beating Gennadiy Chernovol
who settled for the silver for
Kazakhstan at 10.27. Salem al-
Yami of Saudi Arabia won the
bronzein 10.28.

Shi Dongpeng finished the 110m
hurdles with a time of 13.50secs,
besting South Korean Park Tae-
Kyong's 13.71 and Shi's compatriot
Wu Youjia's 13.80.

Wu Sha vaulted the barat4.20m,
ahead of Japanese Takayo Kondo's
4.10 and Ni Putu Desy Margawati's
3.90 for Indonesia.

Su Yiping won the 100m hurdles
with a time of 13.09secs, beating
compatriot Feng Yun's 13.25 and
Trecia Roberts' 13.29 for Thailand.

Rifles, Police
h'ball finale

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Rifles and Bangladesh
Police reached the final of the Pepsi
16th national men's handball cham-
pionship beating their rivals at the
Outer Stadium ground yesterday.

The final will be held today at
2:00pm at the same venue while the
third place-deciding match between
two losing semifinalists
Bangladesh Ansars and Dhaka will
be held at 8:00am.

In the first semifinal, Rifles beat
Ansars 35-21 after leading the first
session 21-12 while Police defeated
Dhaka 39-24 in the second semifi-
nal after dominating the first half 23-
15.

Break for Gavaskar
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matches and a triangular one-day
series also involving World Cup
winners Australia.

The tourists will play two practice
matches. They clash with an Indian
Board President's team at
Visakhapatnam (September 26-28)
and then the India A side at Rajkot
(October2-4).

The first Test begins on October 8 at
Ahmedabad and the second on
October 16 atMohali.

Hard-hitting Test opener Virender
Sehwag will lead the Board team in the
tour-opener, while one-day specialist
Mohammad Kaif has been named the
IndiaAcaptain.

TEAMS

BOARD XI: Virender Sehwag (cap-
tain), Akash Chopra, Shiv Sunder Das,
Venkatsai Laxman, Yuvraj Singh,
Sridharan Sriram, Ajay Ratra, Amit
Mishra, Ramesh Powar, Amit Bhandari,
Tinu Yohannan, Wasim Jaffer, Siddarth
Trivedi,Amit Uniyal.

INDIA A: Mohammad Kaif (captain),
Sadagopan Ramesh, Akash Chopra,
Connor Wiliams, Hemang Badani,
Deep Dasgupta, Murali Kartik,
Sarandeep Singh, Sree Santh, Munaf
Patel, Mithun Manhas, Rohan
Gavaskar, AbhijitKale, RP Singh.

Dravid-driven Rol
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5-77, L Balaji 2-47, AKumble 2-64)
REST OF INDIA: First innings 202
all out in 73.2 overs (R Dravid 41,
Zaheer Khan 34, S Bangar 29; R
Powar 4-61, AAgarkar 2-29, A Salvi
2-52)

MUMBAI: Second innings 244 all
out in 74 overs (R Powar 57, S
Tendulkar 50, V Mane 36, S
Bahutule 36; Harbhajan Singh 4-79,
L Balaji 2-23, AKumble 2-66)

REST OF INDIA: Second innings
Bangar Ibw b Agarkar 1
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SLIDES IN DELIGHT: Lleyton Hewitt dives after guiding Australia into the Davis Cup final.

Hewitt Australia's hero

ﬁ Tennis

AFP, Melbourne

Lleyton Hewitt clawed back from
two sets and 3-5 down to put
Australia into the Davis Cup tennis
final with a titanic five-set victory

Switzerland's dream of a first-ever
Cup title after reaching the final
against the United States in 1992.

Australia will now have a home
final against either Spain or
Argentina on November 28-30. It is
expected to be played on grass at
Melbourne Park.

It was Hewitt's eighth win in 10
encounters with Federer, the world

The set subsequently went to a
tiebreaker, which Hewitt claimed 7
points to 4.

That energised Hewitt and the
home crowd with the Swiss taking
a prolonged break between sets
to treat tired legs before returning
to the court.

"l just had heavy legs and | just
wanted to get them back to order,

Record-
breaking
Radcliffe's Run

AFP, Newcastle

Britain's Paula Radcliffe won the
Great North Run half-marathon title
here on Sunday setting a new world
best performance time of 1hr 5min
40sec.

Radcliffe already holds the world
record for the full marathon clocking
2hr 15min 25sec in London in April.

The 2003 female athlete of the
year took control of the race around
the eight kilometre mark leaving in
her wake the 2001 winner Susan
Chepkemei of Kenya and world
10,000m world champion Berhane
Adere of Ethiopia.

She then kept up a blistering
pace to finish well clear in a new
world best time for the distance.
Adere set a personal best to finish
second with Chepkemeiin third.

It was Radcliffe's third victory in
as many weeks after her return from
the injuries that forced her out of
August's world championships in
Paris.

No way back
for India

AFP, zwolle (Netherlands)

The Netherlands made no mistake
in defeating India 3-0 to remain in
the Davis Cup World Group here on
Saturday.

French Open finalist Martin
Verkerk and John Van Lottum
teamed up to provide the winning
point for the Dutch in the doubles
defeating Rohan Bopanna and
Mahesh Bhupathi 4-6, 7-5, 7-5, 6-4.

The Netherlands remain in the
16-strong World Group while India
are relegated to the Asia/Oceania
zone second division.

Bangladesh hit
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Naohiko Tobita made it 3-1 when he
converted a penalty corner in the
50th but Hong Kong stayed in the
hunt when Ali Akhbar scored in the
51stminute.

Japan scored four goals in 11
minutes through Katayama (56),
Ryuji Furusato (61, 68) and
Kazayuki Ozwaw (64) to take con-
trol of the match.

Hong Kong scored a consolation
goal through Arif Aliwho converted a
penalty stroke in the 69th minute.

Eng tour prep
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"I know Shaheen is a world
champion, so | held my power in
reserve for the final round," the
Bahraini said. "He went too soon."

Kuwaiti shot put specialist, won the
hammer throw gold with a best effort
of 70.62m.

"I'm still suffering from jet lag
because of the different time
zones," Izenkawi said. "It was two

won the women's long jump in a
wind-aided 6.53m, topping China's
Liang Shuyan and the hosts' Lerma
Gabito. Liang picked up the silver in
6.51 while Gabito took the bronze in

Total: (For 7 wkts in 100.4 overs)340
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-55, 3-123,
4-291, 5-305, 6-312,7-312
Did not bat: Harbhajan Singh, Z
Khan

Hewitt's 5-7, 2-6, 7-6, 7-5, 6-1
triumph clinched the tie in the fourth
singles rubber after Australia had
edged in front, winning Saturday's
doublesin five sets.

watched Pat Cash against (Swe-
den's) Mikael Pernfors over at
Kooyong (in 1986) come back after
being two sets to love down.

"The whole time when | was

Dementieva
on a roll

Chittagong

November 10: Second ODI (D/N)in
Dhaka

November 12: Third ODI (D/N) in
Dhaka.
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IO Tennis

AFP, Bangkok

Bangkok is braced for a possible re-
run of the US Open final with Juan
Carlos Ferrero and Andy Roddick
topping the seedings at the inaugu-
ral edition of the 550,000-dollar
Thailand Open starting Monday.

But both headliners are likely to
be shunned by local fans who will
save their adulation for Thai sports
hero Paradorn Srichaphan, whose
position among the ATP elite is the

Officials are expecting sellout
crowds from the start at the 5,000-
capacity Impact arena, where
Paradorn will open first-round play
against Vladimir Voltchkov of
Belarus.

Ferrero, who lost the US Open
final to Roddick but still stands world
number 1, will be flying in from
Europe after a Davis Cup World
group semi-final tie at home in
Malaga againstArgentina.

Second-seeded American
Roddick and Paradorn are also
involved in Davis play, with the Thai
ace currently leading his team at
home against the Czech Republicin

Americans against Slovakia.

The tournament also features
Spain's former world number 1
Carlos Moya, starting against a
qualifier, and Finn Jarkko Nieminen,
who begins his Asian campaign with
a match against local wild card
Danal Udomchoke.

But Paradorn will be the obvious
centre of attraction for thousands of
his tennis-mad compatriots.

"It's a dream for me to be able to
play in my hometown," said the 24-
year-old. "Tennis interest in
Thailand is high and | hope this
helps it further athome.

"I'm really looking forward to

Result: Rest of India won by 3
wickets and lifted the 2003-04
Irani Trophy.

Man-of-the-match: Rahul Dravid.

PAKISTAN DIARY
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Ashraful saying that he never felt
homesick.

"I never feel bored while on tour,"
he said.

Right-arm paceman Tapas
Baisya said that he had phoned
home only once so far in the last 36
days and did not mind that.

However, the views of the mar-

opening two and a half sets, but his
torrid schedule of three matches in
as many days began to tell and the
leg-weary former Wimbledon and
US Open champion embarked on a
courageous fightback to pull back
from the brink.

Hewitt's exhilarating victory
halted Federer's unbeaten run of 10
singles matches in Davis Cup and
31 winning sets and ended

match is always going to be a little
bit nervous and | just tried to make
him play every point and he gave
me a couple of cheap points in that
game and | sensed an opportunity.
"Roger has played a lot of tennis
over the last couple of days and |
believed if | could get that third set |
would be the fitter playerin the end."
The match swung dramatically
when Hewitt broke Federer's serve
in the ninth game of the third set.

Moscow native her second-straight
WTA singles title in a week and her
third of the 2003 season, her power-
ful and consistent forehand proving
no match for her opponent.

Victory did not come easily for
Dementieva, who a week ago
thrashed Rubin in Bali, Indonesia 6-
2, 6-1, and had to fend off a stiff
challenge in the second set by the
27-year-old.

Argentina survive

waved placards reading "Please
reconsider your decision" and
"Sever ties with South Africa.”

"Today's match is our answer to
South Africa...that by pulling out of
the Pakistan tour they have pro-
moted terrorism," said Pakistan
coach and former captain Javed
Miandad.

He said security fears were
unfounded, complaining that
Pakistan had been wrongly targeted
as no-go zone.

Miandad said Pakistani players
were disgusted, echoing the wave
of bitter disappointment across the
cricket-mad Islamic republic.

"If they did not want to come they
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