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E
VEN the Oslo peace process 
confronted by domestic opposition 
both in Israel and Palestine 

dragged on for ten years, had its ups and 
downs and could produce the Palestinian 
Authority a precursor of the Palestinian  
State. Ironically, only four months after it  
was inaugurated  the US-backed road 
map for middle-east peace is already in 
shreds. Dogged from the out-set by a 
crisis of intent it was pre-destined to doom. 
Prior to the launching of the road map 
when in April last the Americans in a 
bizarre move proceeded  to sideline  
Yasser Arafat the undisputed leader of the 
Palestinian people and still the president 
of the Palestinian  Authority the world at 
large became sceptic about the project's 
out come. The US-Israeli attempt to poop 
up a tin pot leadership in his place with 
Mahmud Abbas, basically a bureaucrat,  
as prime minister of the Palestinian 
Authority to henceforth negotiate peace 
with the Israelis only intensified the 
scepticism. This deliberate step to make 
Arafat 'irrelevant' for any middle east 
settlement in future could not but erode the 
credibility of the road map at least in the 
eyes of the Palestinians.

 Yet the Palestinians under persuasion 
of Mahmud Abbas gave chance to the 
peace process by agreeing to an unilateral 
ceasefire, at the end of June last  which 
brought about significant decline, if not 
absolute end of the Palestinian violence. 
But it could last barely seven weeks when 
on 19 August a Hamas suicide bomber 
blind himself up killing 22 Israelis on a bus 
in Jerusalem. The Palestinian impatience 
was understandable as the Israelis failed 
"to implement its commitment under the 
provision of road map."

During the ceasefire all that the Israelis 
did was to withdraw its tanks a few meters 
from Bethlehem, open a few roads in Gaza 
and remove five road blocks out of 220 in 
the West Bank. "It did little else to loosen 
the 'closure' that isolates each Palestinian 
village from its neighbour, leave one out of 
two Palestinians without a job and nearly 
two out of three in poverty." Israel also did 
not care to freeze the construction of the 
Jewish settlements; neither did it stop the 
construction of so-called 'security fence' 
swelling up large chunk of Palestinian 
farmland. In the meantime the targeted 
killings of the Palestinian leaders went on 
unabated as the Israelis were not the party 
to the truce. Under the circumstances it 
was absurd that the ceasefire could pro-
long. 

Now as Yasser Arafat has inevitably 
bounced back to the centre stage and 
Mahmud Abbas, the America's man-
discredited and letdown by all quarters 
including the Americans and Israelis 
stepped down Yielding his place to a new 
incumbent, Ahmed Qowli -- an Arafat 
loyalist can the road map be put back on 
the track? There are few chances as the 
Israelis repeatedly made it clear that they 
should never negotiate peace either with 
Arafat or any dispensation enjoying  his 
support. They have summarily rejected 
Arafat's offer for a fresh ceasefire which he 

put forward so that the peace process 
could be salvaged. But Israel views 
another Palestinian ceasefire as just 
another ruse to evade the Palestinian 
Authority's responsibility to take on the 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad. Stunned by the 
departure of Abbas, their man and cool to 
his successor, believed to be Arafat's man 
the Americans also feel the same way. 
Even though the EU is some what less 
prejudiced to Qowli, it too after declaring 
'Hamas' a terrorist organisation recently 
places the onus on the PA and the new 
prime minister to act against the militants 
and act first. But the problem with Qowli is 
the same as it was with Abbas. Without 
some substantial return  from Israeli side 
the Palestinian public opinion is unlikely to 
tolerate a vigorous move against the 
Islamists and the action will only spark a 
civil war.

After the suicide bombs in Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv the mood in Israeli govern-
ment circle is no more in favour of a fresh 
negotiation under road map. It is now 
ominously about the disposal of Arafat 
through expulsion, assassination or more 
stringent confinement. The killing of Arafat 
as one of the option has been chillingly 
expressed by none other than Israel's 
deputy prime minister. By all appearance 
the things are moving fast towards a 
fateful consequence. The Israeli security 
cabinet's mafia-like pronouncements, the 
veto to block Arafat's safety and Israel's 
track record in the past -- all combine to 
suggest that the Israelis may as well kill 
Arafat out of desperation. Only weeks 
before they made an attempt on the life of 
Sheikh Yassin, the spiritual leader of the 
Hamas. Their hatred of Arafat already 
borders on obsession and are likely to be 
tempted to eliminate him -- the only obsta-
cle to peace! 

Yes, Arafat is an obstacle to peace -- 
peace on Israeli term. Although he was 
accorded a red carpet in the White House 
alongside Late Yiztak Rabin in 1993 he 
started drawing the US' ire ever since he 
refused to comprise on Palestinians' vital 
interests in Camp David II in July 2000. 
The Americans followed a long meander-
ing route to peace in search of a pliant 
Palestinian leader in place of an unbend-
ing Arafat least realising that no Palestin-
ian leader other than Yasser Arafat can 
deliver peace in the Middle East. All intimi-
dation, humiliation and threats meted out 
to him vindicate his position as the 
supreme leader of the resistance in Pales-
tinian eye. More significantly, Arafat is only 
one who can act as a counterweight to the 
extremism of Palestinian militants. It is the 
bellicosity of Israel which has radicalised 
Arafat over the years leaving almost no 
moderate leader in Palestine with enough 
could to work for peace through a political 
process.

By turning a blind eye to the fundamen-
tals of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict the 
sponsors of the peace process in the 
Middle East have failed to give it a fair 
chance of getting off the ground. The role 
of US at the apex of quartet sponsoring the 
road map has been anything but that of an 
honest broker. It is her acquiescence, if not 
abutment that made Israel's ruthless 
policy of pressing on with the colonization 
of more and more Palestinian land and its 
brutal reprisals in the name of punishing 
militancy possible.

There may shill be options left with 
America to deliver peace on Israel's term 
but that peace will prevail only when Israel 
and Palestinian turn into graveyard with 
more violence, blood letting and devasta-
tion. The collapse of the road map in 
bloods is the sad reminder of that looming 
reality.

Brig ( retd) Hafiz is former DG of BIISS.

QAZI KHOLIQUZZAMAN 
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T HE idea of inter-basin 
transfer of water from 
north east India to water 

deficit west and south India by 
interlinking rivers within India 
has been proposed and dis-
cussed from time to time since 
the early 1950s when Dr. K. L. 
Rao (who later became India's 
Water Resources Minister) first 
came up with the idea. The 
Indian National Water Develop-
ment Agency (I-NWDA), estab-
lished in 1982, has been carrying 
out studies to identify feasible 
inter-basin linkage sub-projects 
and has already generated a 
substantial portfolio of links with 
pre-feasibility studies com-
pleted, for few of which feasibility 
studies have also been com-
pleted. The concept was 
included in the 1987 Indian 
National Water Policy and reiter-
ated in the 2002 version of it. The 
I-NWDA has been investigating 
two sets of linkagesone relates 
to peninsular rivers and the other 
to Himalayan rivers. While the 
former is only an inter-state 
issue within India, the latter 
additionally involves interna-
tional perspectives. However, 
the project remained on the 
backburner until October 2002. 

It is now well known that the 
project received a shot in the arm 
when the Indian Supreme Court 
ordered the Indian Central 
Government, in October 2002, in 
response to a public interest 
litigation, to complete the task of 
interlinking all rivers of India in a 
period of 10 years. As suggested 
by the Supreme Court, the 
Government of India (GoI) set up 
a Task Force on 16 December 
2002. The timeline formulated 
has been to prepare action plans 
and complete feasibility studies 
and detailed project reports by 
end of 2006 and the implementa-
tion of the full project by 2016. 
The Task Force has been 
charged with the responsibility of 
investigating and reporting on 
economic viabi l i ty, socio-
economic impact, environmental 
impact, and resettlement options 
and plans for each individual 
linkage sub-project. It is envis-
aged to transfer 173 BCM of 
water from the Ganges and the 
Brahmaputra and more from 
Teesta and other eastern rivers 
to the States of UP, MP, 
Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Gujrat, 
Or issa,  Andhra Pradesh,  
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu by 
digging canals and putting in 
place other necessary structures 
including reservoirs at an esti-
mated cost of over US$120 
billion or about Rs. 5,600 billion 
at 2002 prices.

The order of the Supreme 
Court of India and the follow-up 
steps taken by the Indian Gov-
ernment have been in the public 
domain since their respective 
issuance. According to newspa-
per reports, the GoB has very 
recently lodged its concerns with 
the GoI and will take up the 
matter in the forthcoming JRC 
meeting to be held in New Delhi 
on 29-30 September 2003. I am 
not sure at what point of time in a 
matter like this it would have 
been appropriate for the GoB to 
take up the issue of the possible 
severe adverse impact in Ban-
gladesh of the Indian scheme of 
interlinking rivers with the GoI. 
However, the professionals and 
other elements of civil society 
could certainly have taken up the 
task of reviewing its implications 
for Bangladesh and sensitizing 
all concerned about them at 
least since the Indian Supreme 
Court order or even the setting 
up of the Task Force. Unfortu-
nately, no momentum in the 
attention in Bangladesh to this 
Indian scheme developed until 
mid-August 2003, although 
sporadic comments were heard 
over the previous months.

On 6 April 2003, I spoke about 
this Indian scheme of interlinking 
rives in a seminar in Dhaka, 
which was organized by Media 
Network for Sustainable Devel-
opment (MNSD). I gave some 
details as to how it was being 
planned and how might Bangla-
desh be affected as a result. My 
comments were based on of my 
previous knowledge about the 
project and the data and infor-
mation I was able to collect while 

rdattending the 3  World Water 
Forum in Japan in mid-March 
2003. Realizing its crucial impor-

tance, the Daily Star picked up 
the issue, prominently reporting 
it on the front page on 7 April 
2003, following up with an edito-
rial the next day. Unfortunately, 
however, the issue did not 
receive much attention from any 
other quarters until the Indian 
President announced on 15 
August 2003, the Indian Inde-
pendence Day, that the grand 
scheme of interlinking rivers for 
transfer of water from the Gan-
ges and the Brahmaputra basins 
to west and south India was 
going to be implemented. The 
same day, the Prime Minister of 
India announced that the project 
would be implemented on a war 
footing.

Since then, a flurry of activi-
ties ensued in Bangladesh by 
way of newspaper articles, 
seminars, and setting up of 
networks and organizations, 
protesting the Indian scheme 
that would have severe adverse 
impact on Bangladesh. This 
indeed is good news as, 
although belatedly, reaction has 
started to build up. However, this 
inordinate delay also shows that 
we are not creative enough and 
leave things undone/unattended 
to until we are finally jolted hard 
to wake up. Moreover, the reac-
tions being expressed are often 
emot ional ly  charged and 
rhetoricalnot robust based on 
facts and analysis. In fact, we 
should have been working to 
prepare our responses since 
long. Even when I made the 
above mentioned statement in 
early April 2003, it did not gener-
ate much interest. 

While the appraisal process 
goes on in India for the interlink-
ing of rivers project, Bangladesh 
should prepare its responses 
and remain alert, assuming that 
the Indian scheme would be 
implemented. It may be men-
tioned here, though, that the 
Indian scheme is very complex 
and complicated and can have 
fa r - reach ing,  i r revers ib le  
adverse consequences within 
India, which may be damaging to 
many areas, particularly in the 
basins from which water will be 
transferred, and in many 
respects (economic, social, 
environmental). The question 
remains as to what would be the 
net benefit. That is, its economic, 
social, and environmental impli-
cations may be such that the 
implementation of the project 
could be a matter of much regret 
years down the line. In this 
context, it may be mentioned 
that, according to Indian experts, 
highlighted in newspapers and 
TV channels, the large-scale 
river bank erosions now occur-
ring in Maldah and Murshidabad 

are due to the Farakka Barrage 
and, also, there are serious 
questions being raised about the 
fulfillment of its primary objective 
of saving the Kolkata port. In 
fact, there were voices raised in 
India against the advisability of 
the Farakka Barrage before it 
was constructed. As a result of 
the Farakka Barrage, Bangla-
desh has been severely suffer-
ing and the sufferings and dam-
ages in India may eventually turn 
out to be large. The barrage may, 
therefore, turn out to be a loss-
loss situation for both the coun-
tries. 

Regarding the scheme of 
interlinking rivers, there are 
strong voices being raised in 
India in relation to its adverse 
economic, social and environ-
mental consequences, particu-
larly in the Ganges-Brahmaputra 
basins within India from which 
waters will be transferred. Inter-
state issues are coming into the 
forefront, of which satisfactory 
solutions could be intractable. 
We know about the works of 
some of the people involved in 
such exercises in India. It will 
serve the interest of millions of 
people of India and Bangladesh 
that professionals and other civil 
society groups in Bangladesh 
establish contacts and work 
together with those groups in 
India to uphold people's interests 
in both the countries and raise 

facts-based and analytically 
formulatednot emotional, rhetor-
ical, or rabble rousingvoices 
against the scheme that could 
spell disaster for millions in India 
and Bangladesh.

The GBM region, stretching 
across Bangladesh, India, 
Nepal, Bhutan and China (Tibet), 
contains about 40% of the 
world's poor, despite the fact it 
has huge water and other natural 
resources. Studies have shown 
that sensible development and 
utilization of these water and 
other resources of the region 
under a mutually beneficial, 
cooperative framework within 
the region will help augment 
growth and reduce poverty in the 
region much faster. On the other 
hand, transfer of waters from this 
region will severely damage the 
prospects of this region's devel-
opment and poverty reduction.

The Helsinki Rules (Convention 
on the Protection and Use of 
Transboundary Watercourses and 
International Lakes, adopted in 
Helsinki in 1992) and the UN 
Convention (Convention on the 
Law of Non-navigational Use of 
International Watercourses, 1997) 
on international watercourses 
provide that all co-riparians of an 
international river or a lake must 
have equitable access to good 
quality water from it and that all co-
riparians shall take all appropriate 
measures against causing 
adverse tranaboundary effects. 
While the Helsinki Rules were 
adopted by some European 
countries, the UN Convention has 
not been ratified by either Bangla-
desh or India. Yet both of these 
Conventions may still be invoked 
as internationally recognized 
principles, but a strong basis exists 
in this regard for Bangladesh in the 
1996 30-year Ganges [Water 
Sharing] Treaty between India and 
Bangladesh, to which both the 
countries are, by Treaty, commit-
ted. The following two Articles of 
the Treaty may be quoted here: 
"Article IX. Guided by the princi-
ples of equity, fairness and no harm 
to either party, both the Govern-
ments agree to conclude water 
sharing Treaties/Agreements with 
regard to other common rivers." 
"Article VIII. The two Govern-
ments recognize the need to 
cooperate with each other in 
finding a solution to the long-term 
problem of augmenting the flows of 
the Ganga/Ganges during the dry 
season."

Clearly, therefore, the two 
countries have bound them-
selves by Treaty not to cause 
harm to the other party and 
establish fairness and equity in 
using waters of the Ganges as 
well as other common rivers. 
The two countries are also 

bound by this Treaty to work 
together to augment the flows of 
the Ganges waters during the 
dry season. Further, in the 
preamble of the Treaty, it has 
been stated that the fair and just 
solution be found without affect-
ing the rights and entitlements of 
either party and that the two 
countries are determined to 
promote and strengthen their 
relations of friendship and good 
neighbourliness. Hence, the 
grand Indian scheme of interlink-
ing rivers, without first reaching 
an accommodation with Ban-
gladesh, violates the above 
mentioned two Articles and 
Principles enshrined in the 
Ganges Treaty. In accordance 
with the above mentioned 
provisions of the Ganges 
Treaty, India is required to 
discuss with Bangladesh all 
major projects of interventions 
in the common rivers before 
taking them up, to find mutually 
agreeable way forward. The 
recognition of the above men-
t i o n e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  
acclaimed Principles and the 
inclusion of the above men-
tioned Articles and Principles in 
the Ganges Treaty provide a 
strong basis for, and should be 
so used by, Bangladesh to 
negotiate with India for equita-
ble shares of all the common 
rivers and to formulate argu-
ments that India is required to 

reach an accommodation with 
Bangladesh before taking 
further steps towards imple-
menting its grand scheme of 
interlinking rivers.

In order to strengthen this 
argument all possible implica-
tions of reduced water flows to 
Bangladesh, as a result of the 
interlinking of rivers in India, 
should be worked in both quali-
tative and quantitative terms in 
respect of all sectors including 
agriculture, industry, eco-
system, human health, fishery, 
and river transportation. Other 
concerns of adverse effects that 
may result from reduced 
transboundary water flows in 
different parts of Bangladesh 
would include water supply and 
sani ta t ion,  ground water  
recharge, water pollution, 
salinity ingress, drying up of 
wetlands, loss of biodiversity, 
and loss of mangroves. It is not 
enough to say that reduced 
water flows will have severe 
adverse implications in all these 
respects; it is necessary to 
undertake appropriate studies 
to quantify as far as possible 
and derive research-based 
qualitative conclusions relating 
to all of these impact areas. The 
exercise can be undertaken on 
the basis of different assump-
tions concerning the availability 
of water through the common 
rivers during the dry season, 
assuming that the interlinking of 
rivers project will go ahead in 
India. Such studies should be 
completed as soon as possible 
towards strengthening the 
arguments based on the princi-
ples of equity, fairness, and no 
harm done to either party as a 
result of water sector actions 
taken by one party. In the mean-
time i.e. as the proposed stud-
ies are planned and under-
taken, though, it is necessary to 
bring together immediately 
whatever data and information 
are available from various 
sources to highlight as much as 
possible the likely adverse 
impact.

It may be worthwhile to men-
tion here that while this process 
of protesting and negotiating 
with India goes on, it is important 
that the National Water Manage-
ment Plan, which includes the 
Ganges Development Area 
Options Study that has recom-
mended the construction of a 
barrage on the Ganges to supply 
water to south west Bangladesh, 
need to be approved without 
further loss of time. And, follow-
ing the approval efforts must be 
mounted to prioritize water 
sector activities within the frame-
work of the National Water Policy 
and National Water Manage-
ment Plan. One priority would 

certainly be the construction of 
the Ganges Barrage, which 
should be taken up seriously by 
mobilizing resources for feasibil-
ity and detailed engineering 
studies and, then, to earnestly 
take up the matter of the con-
struction of the barrage. The 
barrage will enable the water 
available under the Ganges 
Treaty during the dry season to 
be purposefully utilized, most of 
which now goes down to the Bay 
of Bengal. 

Bangladesh's approach to 
water management has to be 
two -p ronged .  One  i s  t o  
strengthen the planning and 
implementation of the water 
sector projects in the country 
and the other is to enhance the 
country's capability (through 
research, dialogues, network-
ing, and building public opinion 
through appropriate dissemina-
tion activities) to negotiate 
effectively with India, keeping 
the principles of justice and 
fairness for both the countries in 
perspective, for an equitable 
share of the waters of all interna-
tional rivers coming down to 
Bangladesh from India.

Dr. Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad is 
President, Bangladesh Economic 
Association (BEA), and Chairman, 
Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad (BUP)

Beyond the failed 
'road map' for 
mid-east peace

Indian grand scheme of interlinking 
rivers: Bangladesh perspective
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PERSPECTIVES
Yes, Arafat is an obstacle to peace -- peace on Israeli 
term...The Americans followed a long meandering route to 
peace in search of a pliant Palestinian leader in place of an 
unbending Arafat least realising that no Palestinian leader 
other than Yasser Arafat can deliver peace in the Middle 
East. All intimidation, humiliation and threats meted out to 
him vindicate his position as the supreme leader of the 
resistance in Palestinian eye. More significantly, Arafat is 
only one who can act as a counterweight to the extremism 
of Palestinian militants.

The grand Indian scheme of interlinking rivers, without first reaching an 
accommodation with Bangladesh, violates the above mentioned two Articles 
and Principles enshrined in the Ganges Treaty. In accordance with the above 
mentioned provisions of the Ganges Treaty, India is required to discuss with 
Bangladesh all major projects of interventions in the common rivers before.

MONZURUL HUQ writes from Tokyo

ECENCY in comment is what Dpeople expect most from 
politicians who are chosen to 

take leadership role. If leaders are to 
make comments on matters 
crossing the threshold of narrow 
geographic boundaries, the need 
for decency is more urgent as even 
a slip of tongue might also lead to 
compl icat ions in  d ip lomat ic  
relations not desired by any sides.

  It looks like as if a group of old 
guard politicians in post World War II 
Japan has always been involved in 
proving to the people that they quite 
often forget the reality that the game 
they are involved in is called politics 
and hence there is an urgent need to 
think seriously about any possible 
consequence before uttering 
unpleasant words that usually 
spread around with the speed of the 
light if the comment contains ele-
ments of extreme controversy. 

There is also no shortage of exam-
ples among Japanese politicians 
expressing regret for what they had 
said earlier. Despite such examples 
plentiful all around, there is no sign 
that politicians have taken the 
matter seriously as controversial 
and in times outrageous comments 
by some leading political figures in 
Japan continue to damage the 
image of the nation overseas.

  The maverick politician of 
Japan's 'Old Guard Political Camp', 
Shintaro Ishihara, who first came 
into international limelight for mak-
ing comments considered unusual 
for Japanese political figures in late 
1980s through his thought provok-
ing publication 'Japan that can say 
No', has since then repeatedly 
proved that he is not a person that 
foreigners figure out as stereotyped 
Japanese -- tight lipped and indiffer-
ent when specific comments on an 
important issue is expected. Now 
serving his second term in the office 

as governor of Tokyo, Ishihara in the 
recent past has outraged the Asian 
population of the Japanese capital 
by branding them as polluters and 
troublemakers and asking country's 
defence authority to be vigilant of 
their movements. And now he came 
a step forward with another of his 
branded controversial comments 
that outraged many of his own 
people who rightfully think that the 
Tokyo governor has crossed the 
border of decency by suggesting 
that a high government official 
deserved to be a legitimate target of 
terrorist attack at his home in 
Japan's capital city, the metropolis 
that has its reputation of being the 
safest mega city in the world.

  Like in most other countries of the 
world, Japan too have numerous 
organisations involved in activities 
ranging from helping the disadvan-
taged to dubious religious practices. 
Some have strong political connec-
tion, while others go for economic, 

material or spiritual gain. Among the 
groups with political linkages, there 
are quite significant number calling 
for a return to Japan's 'glorious past' 
when the country expanded its 
military occupation throughout Asia. 
These groups are also allergic to 
making any concession, particularly 
to China or Korea on political mat-
ters, and hence stand firmly against 
normalization of Japan's diplomatic 
relations with North Korea. One 
such self-proclaimed ultra patriot 
group has set the goal of targeting 
'traitors of Japan' in order to get rid 
of those whom they see as selling 
out country's interest to the foreign-
ers.

  The group has claimed responsi-
bility for a time bomb found recently 
at the home of a senior foreign office 
bureaucrat who served as Japan's 
point man in talks with North Korea. 
The bomb was removed from the 
home of Additional Foreign Secre-
tary Hitoshi Tanaka and he and his 

family members were briefly evacu-
ated to a police facility.

  The device found at Tanaka's 
home was similar to ones used in 
fake bombs discovered earlier near 
the facilities of Japan's pro-
Pyongyang Korean residents' 
association in Fukuoka and Niigata 
prefectures, with the important 
difference that the bomb placed at 
the residence of the foreign office 
bureaucrat being a real one. Police 
also found an envelope addressed 
in Japanese to "Kakuzoku Hitoshi 
Tanaka". 'Kakuzoku' in Japanese 
means traitor to Japan. On the back 
of the envelope the sender's identifi-
cation was given as 'nation-building 
volunteer corps', a dubious terrorist 
group trying to purify Japan in the 
same way as some of country's top 
leaders in late 1930s and early 
1940s tried and miserably failed.

  The incident happened at a time 
when Tokyo governor came forward 
with his endorsement in support of a 

leading contestant in the upcoming 
presidential election of Japan's 
main ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP). As the president of 
LDP is also to become the next 
prime minister of Japan, the election 
carries significant importance and 
Ishihara considered it to be his 
responsibility to stand behind one of 
the three candidates who are chal-
lenging Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi.

  At a recent campaign speech in 
Tokyo in support of LDP presidential 
candidate Shizuka Kamei, Ishihara 
bluntly criticised the foreign office 
bureaucrat whose home was the 
target of a terrorist bomb attack by 
saying, "that fellow Hitoshi Tanaka 
had it coming." The Tokyo governor 
also did not hesitate to tell the audi-
ence that he thought Tanaka was a 
pawn working to uphold North 
Korean interest. Ishihara made it 
clear that he favours a high-handed 
Japanese attitude to punish North 

Korea instead of negotiating with 
the country.

  His comment, which some in the 
Japanese media has termed as a 
'terror-tolerating' one has stirred 
controversy and country's leading 
politicians, including the prime 
minister, have expressed shock 
over the matter. Koizumi called 
Ishihara's comment 'inappropriate', 
while the foreign ministry was 
outraged that one of its top officials 
was publicly blamed for the service 
he was rendering to ensure peace 
and stability in the region.

  But the governor himself remains 
defiant, and despite outrage from 
fellow politicians and officials, 
Ishihara not only refused to apolo-
gise, but also added country's 
foreign ministry to the list that he 
blames for the bomb discovered at 
the house of a top bureaucrat. The 
Tokyo governor made it clear he 
was not in doubt that there were a 
number of events handled by the 

foreign office that, according to him, 
led to what the concerned official 
rightfully deserved. 

  As a result, many in Japan are 
now asking if planting a bomb at the 
house of someone who is disliked 
by a certain group is what the gover-
nor of Tokyo considers an act that 
calls for his support. This kind of 
open endorsement of violence by 
highly placed politicians, critics 
argue, might turn Japanese capital 
into a heaven for those looking for 
taking law into their own hands by 
involving in random revenge and 
contact killings, not to say of the 
different groups of terrorists that are 
now roaming around the globe in 
search of right opportunities to hit 
their targets. No doubt, a chilling 
option for a capital city with a popu-
lation exceeding 10 million.

Tokyo governor makes a remark encouraging terrorist acts

Crossing the border of decency

Creaking law and order
Performance of police must improve 
vastly to counter it

T
HREE people were murdered in the city in a span of 
three hours on Saturday. This is but a dramatic 
reflection of a fact surpassing fiction in terms of rise 

in criminality.
 Against this backdrop,  some  important decisions  

were  taken at a cabinet meeting on law and order. Police 
have to  take a large part of the responsibility for the ever-
worsening  law and order situation. The Inspector Gen-
eral of  Police put forward the suggestion that  action be 
taken against law enforcers if they fail to arrest culprits 
within 48 hours of the crimes being committed. Implied in 
the decision is an acknowledgement of the fact that the 
police can catch criminals if they are serious in their pur-
suit. The view may  add substance to the IG's recommen-
dation and will also strengthen the case for breaking the 
much-talked about police-criminal nexus. Moreover, we 
think, political patronisation of criminals will have to 
cease.

There are certain things which cannot be bypassed in 
any discussion on  law and order. By setting a deadline for  
arresting the criminals, the IG has only  emphasised the 
need for quicker and decisive action on the part of the law 
enforcers. But such action will always depend on  factors 
like manpower, equipment, mobility, training and motiva-
tion of the men chasing  criminals. 

  Reports indicate that the number of criminals has 
increased considerably in the city without a correspond-
ing  rise in the number of law enforcers , which  means an 
unfavourable police-criminal  ratio for  law enforcement.  
Then a few more areas have become extremely crime-
prone alongside the known vulnerable points.  But it may 
not be easy  to deal with the problem as much of the police 
strength is deployed on VIP duties and  tailing proces-
sions.  

 As  regards training and motivation,  our police have 
not undergone the necessary modernisation and over-
hauling that could raise their level of efficiency apprecia-
bly. Police must also be able to adjust themselves to the 
changed circumstances in which crimes like murder and 
robbery are being committed in far greater numbers than 
petty variety.

 We  feel  all the measures needed to modernise police 
must be adopted as a matter of priority.  And  steps like 
increasing the number of plainclothesmen at the vulnera-
ble points should be considered to keep the situation 
under control. 

 Finally, the process of criminalisation has a lot to do 
with unemployment and  a host of other social  maladies 
which must be countered through reinstatement of paren-
tal authority topped off by creation of opportunities for the 
less privileged. 

F l o o d  c a t c h i n g  u s  
unawares 
Redoubled efforts needed for mitigation

O
NLY in July we had a close shave with a big coun-
trywide flood.  Thank stars,  the Padma, 
Brahmaputra and Meghna did not rise simulta-

neously to inundate the country. Nevertheless, the experi-
ence was demanding enough and when the flood waters 
finally receded we heaved a sigh of relief.  We liked to 
hope as well that the flood season was left truly and 
squarely behind. That expectation stands belied as we 
are having to deal with a flash flood.

 It is in the nature of such flooding to be intensive rather 
than extensive. But the conventional  definition of a flash 
flood has been somewhat overshot by the sheer spread 
and reach of the current phenomenon. Although confined 
to the Padma basin, the flooding has pushed newer bor-
ders within it. And, given its intensity, the damage has 
been pretty much corrosive. The Padma, Mahananda and 
Arial Kha have swelled resulting in large parts of Rajshahi, 
Chapainawabganj, Ishwardi, Pabna, Kushtia, Nilphamari 
and even Faridpur coming under water. The Padma pro-
tection dam has breached threatening further inundation; 
land erosion has caused homelessness, not to mention 
the large scale damage wrought to crops, property and 
homesteads. Six persons have already died. 

Economic loss could be substantial. A large swathe of 
granary has been affected giving rise to the sordid pros-
pect for reduced  harvesting of Aman. The snapping of 
supply-line in the hinterland will predictably raise the mar-
ket prices.

 The cascading waters would flow into the sea as swiftly 
as they came over our territory, the Meghna estuary 
remaining free for the downward rush waters into the sea. 
The whole point is: the quickly receding waters will leave 
spawning grounds for various diseases, cholera in partic-
ular, which can wreak havoc on public health. The needs 
for water purification tablets, ORS sachets, vaccines and  
food handouts are too compelling to sit on. Medical teams 
must reach out to the affected areas. Let the administra-
tive and local government functionaries and voluntary 
outfits and NGOs  work in tandem to mitigate the suffering 
of flood-affected people.
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