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Sayedee no

more

MP

HC finds him guilty of

election fraud

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) Division yes-
terday ‘stripped ruling Jamaat-e-
Islami leader Delwar Hossain
Sayedee of membership of parlia-
ment (Jativa Sangsad) for submit-
ting false statement on his poll
expenses and violating other elec-
tionnules.
'I‘heHCinitajudgementdec}a.md
his election for Firojpur-1 constitu-
ency null and void for corruption,
fllegal practice and violation of the
Representation of People's Order,
1972, setting the first example of

unseatingalawmaker.

The court found Sayedee guilty
onseveral counts: he concealed the
sources of election fund, spent more
money than Tk 5 lakh ceiling set by
election rules and did not send an
affidavit along with his poll
expenses to the Election
Commission (EC).

A one-member HC bench with f,

Justice Mohammad Iman Ali' gave
theruling on the election of Sayedee
following a petition by main opposi-
tion Awami League leader
Shudhangshu Shekhor Halder that
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Altat sings cop

SUCCESS

Police to be equipped with Chinese rifles,

close circuit cams to curb crime

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

- The government will' equip' the
police force with Chinese rifles.
insteact of 303 rifles and install close
circuit cameras at crowded places in
thecitytocombatcrimes,
~ Home Minigtér Altaf I-Iuss&ia
Chowdhury sald this in respbiise to
guestionsin parliamentyesterday.

- "There are 45,000 .303 rifles in
police department. We have
planned to provide them with
Chineserifles in phases,” the minis-
ter said responding to a question
from BNP lawmaker Alamgir
Mohammad MahfuzUllah Farid.

Altaf told another questioner
police force has 'regained’ effi-
ciency, honesty and patriotism. The
past Awami League governmenthad
destroyed the force using'its mem-
bersastheir cadres; he claimed.

He informed the House various

7

initiatives of the government to
improvelawandorder.
The minister however avoided a

guestion from Hafiz Uddin Ahmed

of Jatiya Party (Ershad) why lawand
order has not improved despite
Replying to another question
from him on the number of people
abductedandkilled duringtherule of
this govenment; Altal said the ques-
tion involved statistics and a notice
wasneededforananswertoit.
Asked about abducted
Chittagong magnate Jamal Uddin

Ahmed Chowdhury, he said efforts:

wereontorescuehim,

Altaf also asked BNP lawmaker
SayedIskanderto gwe anoficeforan
‘appropriate answer' to hisquestion
on the Awami League's allegation
that about 30, 000 party activists
were killed since this, government
toakover.

Bangladesh has
ample scope for
gas export, says
US envoy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhat

S Ambassador Harry K Thomas
has said there is ample scope to
export a portion of Bangladesh's
_ "However, it depends on! the
government of Bangladesh and its

“people whether 1o export the natu-

ralgasornol," hesaid.
The US envay was addressing a

| pregs conference at Hafiz complex
_in Sylhet yesterday after inaugurat-

ingalUScatalopue show there,

He said Bangladesh could
developits infrastructure like roads,
bridges, culverts, schools and col-
legeswith earningsfrom gas export.

Replying to a question, Thomas
said there should be a transparent
arrangement with international oil

SEE PAGE'11 coOL 3"

Announcement

1 Today'sedition of The Daily Star

includes 'Cancun Special' on
page 8.

CHT accord
under review

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The government is reviewing the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) accord
to find 'whether it contained any-
thing coptrary. to the constitution
andwill amend it, ifneed be, a min-
ister told the Jatiya Sangsad'yester-
day.

MKAnwar, the ministerin charge
of CHT affairs in parliament, dis-
closed the government plan in reply
to a query of Jatiya Party lawmaker
GM Quader.

"We will go for an amandment if
necessary after reviewing the
accord," Anwar, also agriculture

“minister, said.

The minister however said’ no
rightsto protection of propertywere
violated by the CHT accord, signed
in 1997 withtheindigenous people.

In reply to!another question by
ruling BNP lawmaker Shahid Uddin

/Chowdhury Anny, the minister said

some provisions were included in
the accord to protect the rights of

indigenous people.
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Troubled talks set to
drag on for a day

Poor, rich states still deeply divided

STAR DESK

World' trade talks were set to be
extended by a day at Canciin, as
trace ministers of 146 WTO states
grappled with continuing differ-
ences over farm subsidies and ahost
ofother contentions issues.

With less than 10 hours to reach a
consensus; (till 2:00am BST) and a
looming threat of talks failure,
ministers say they do not see any
sign| of improvement in the given
deadline and ichances can be made
only by extending it, according to
journalists and’ delegates at the
meeting venue.

Deeply divided, the trade minis-
tersare still trying to givea final push

to: bring rich and poor countries
together and rescue troubled talks
on freeing up global markets;
according to reports from BBCNews
Online; Reuters, AFP and WTO
official website.

The mood was sombre as| the
delegates met for a final round of
hard bargaining,

There has been criticism from
virtually all sides of‘a compromise
declaration drawn up in'an attempt
to bring the ministerial meetingto a
successful cunclusion later on
Sunday.

The main' disagreement is over
subsidies paid to farmers in rich
nations, but developing countries are
also upset by proposals to negotiate

newruleson foreign investment.

No countryis entirely happywith
the latest draft circulated about 24-
hours ago. A top European Union
official said it crossed several red
lines,

The least developed countries
(LDCs),. African Union (AU) and
block of African, Caribbean and
Pacific nations (ACPs) in a joint
statement have expressed utter
dissatisfaction over the draft for not
reflectingtheinterestofthe LDCs.

The draft calls for an end to
export subsidies on farm products
of spegial interest to developing
couniries, designed to tackle the
most harmful impact of subsidised
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Say sorry, we'll
return to JS

Hasina tells PM, speaker

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The main opposition Awami League-

(AL) yesterday preconditioned its
return to parliament with‘apologies:

from the prime minister and the
speaker for theirrecentremarks.

Emerging from an hour-lo
_""crubi‘aigﬁ:néettng of the PTE i

Parliamentary, Party (ALPP) at the
Sangsad Bhaban last night, Leader
of the Opposition Sheikh' Hasina
demanded apologies for the pre-
mier's remarks that she said under-
mined anAL lawmaker and the
speaker's comment about the func-

| tioningofparliament.

During Saturday's visit to
Faridpur on the occasion of the
joining of Bangladesh Jatiya Party
leader Shah Mohammad Abu Jafar
to BN, Khaleda Zia introduced Jafar
to the people of the constitiency as
their 'undeclared lawmaker'.

Hasina  dubbed the premier's

Govt sees Al
: stance a trick

. to skipJS

: STAFF CORRESPONDENT

cammentasa‘completenegationof ;
‘people’s' elected representative :
Kazi Sirajul Islam!, lawmaker for
+ speaker for their recent remarks as
: theprecondition forreturning to the
Opposition Chief Whip Abdus :
Shahid, the speaker said 'despite the *
absenceufnppumnunALlawmakem :
i Bangladesh Jatiya Party leader Shah
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4 -

Faridpuir-1 consﬁluenc}r
The same day, at a meeting with

the parliament was functioningwell'.

" The government has: termed the

+ Awami League's (AL) demand for

1 apologies from! the prime minister

.+ and the speaker an excuse for not
: joining parliament, '

In an instant reaction to the AL's

: preconditionforjoining parliament,
I Taw, Justice and Parliamentary
* Affairs Minister Moudud Ahmed
1 told newsmen last night that they
 would: still request the speaker to
“talk 1o the AL on' their r'un.tm 10
i parliament.

Moudud'said, "It'sa pmplunnecl

: political decision of the AL. The AL

+ lawmakers don't want to come to

i the House. They don'twant to make

- iteffective."

Earlier, Leader of the Opposition |

Sheikh Hasina demanded apologics
from the prime minister and the

House,
During. her Saturday's visit to
Faridpur in connection with

SEE PAGE 14, COL4

Tigers aim to
bounce back

HASAN MASOOD from Latiore

Bangladesh will be desperately
looking: to: translate words into
deeds when they meet a high-flying
Pakistan in‘the third one-day inter-
national at the: Ghaddafi Stadium
thisafternoon.

Thevisitors already 2- -0 downwill

{ be aiming to do/something extraor-
| dinaryto keep the fve-mateh series:

alive.

Bangladesh Television and Ten
Sports: will telecast the day-night
encounterfrom2:15pm (BST),

Khaled Mahmud's men have not
been able to deliver the same kind of
perlormance as they did in the Test
series.

The Tigers /lost the opening
mntch in Multan by:137 mins and
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Wiite CRIC and send Text-Mall to

2777

In return Text Mall yoi.! will receive the latest .
cricket related Information

fram your GP Mobila,

/ d GrameenPhone
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HSBC Introduces Easy Pay Machines

You don't have to be a customer of
HSBC to pay your bills' of

with HSBC's new Easy Pay machines of Day & Night Banking, 24 hours a day,

7 days a week, al our new, customer seryice centres:

House No: 41, Road No. 07

Munitaz Plaza

~ Sector No, 04 House No. 07, Road No, 04 39 Kemal Ataturk Avenne
Uttara Model Town » Dhanmondi R/A Banani
Dhaka 1230/ Dhaka 1205 Dhaka 1213

Sharif Palza

@ Easy Pay services are free of charge :
@ A customer service officer is available from 9am to 10pm, 7 days a week

HSBC, with it's global expertise in advanced technologies,

brings a local solution for Bangladesh.

For more information call 011-88HSBC (4722)
* orvisit our web site www.hsbe.com.bd

HSBC <»

The world's local bank




