Vice-presidency

awaits final bye
Bill may be placed
inJS today

SHAKHAWAT LITON

The povernment has decided’ to
drop the post of vice-president by
amending the relevantiaw, adecade
afterits abolition from the constitu-
tion.

A bill to that end is likely to be
introduced today when parliament
goes into itsninth session at5:30pm
amid a likely h’loyc?ntt by the main
opposition Awamileague (AL).

If the bill/is passed, which is
highly likely, the post of vice-
president will no longer exist in any
law: The bill styled the President's
(Remuneration and Privileges) Act
{Amendment) Bill, 2003, proposes
to replace the word vice-president
with the speaker; entitling the latter
toenjoy the president's remunera-
tion and privileges when he stands

' ‘SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

IMF tells AL
of political
consensus
for better
economy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The touring Intérnational Monitary
Fund (IMF) mission yesterday at a
meeting with a delegation of the
main opposition AwamiLeague (AL)
stressed political consensus
between ‘the government and the
opposition to achieve better eco-
nomicgrowtl.

The AL however observed that
growth and poverty reduction can-
not take place in the present state of

lawlessness and instability under |

the BNP-Jamaat-led coalition BOY-

ernment, There has been a general’

lack of confidence in the govern-
ment's ability to/ govern, the AL
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Bury Marines
in Iraq, calls
al- Qaeda

AR Beirut

The| Arabic satellite channel al-
Jazeera aired a video of al-Qaeda
leader Osama bin Laden and his
deputy Ayman al-Zawahri yester-
day, and an accompanying audio-
tape attributed to al-Zawahri called
on Iraqi guerrillas to "bury”
AmericantroopsinIrag.

Al-Jazeera said the vicleo footage
was produ;:ed in late April or early
May. It showed bin Laden and al-
Zawahri, dressed in Afghan cloth-
ing, walking up and down a rocky
mountain dotted with green plants,
In one shot, bin Laden was assisted
by a cane in his right hand and wore
a blanket over his left shoulder. In
another, he an AK-47 assault rifle in
hislefthand.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

REUTERS/ BBC ONLINE

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
has urged rich countries to open
theirmarketstothe pooras five days
of world trade talks gotunderway in
Mexicoamidworldwide protests.
peech read out on his behalf
at the opening session, Annan said

“ubfair trade policies caused damage

to"billions" of people.

Hundreds of Mexican peasants
gathered on the outskints of Cancun
to protest against what they. and
many ¢ritics say is an unfair world
trade system tilted against develop-
‘ingcountries.

"Free trade in agriculture prod-
uctsdoesn'treallyexist. It's aliethey
try to. dmim into our heads,” said
Antonio Luna, 4 73-year-old farmer
fromcentral Mexico,

Lunasaid he could buy comfrom
the United States three times
cheaperthan he can grow ltbecau_ke
of subsidies to Americanfarmers,

"That's nowayto live," Lunasaid
as a cry of "Let's globalise the stnug-
gle"wentuparoundhim: =

Not far away, WIO Director-

General Supachai Panitchpakdi

opened the conference by saying the
world awaited a strong message in
favouroffreer trade;

"The outlook for the world econ-
omy remains uncertain and, despite
SpIe encouraging recent signs, we
arenotyeton the road tosustaihable
recovery,” Supachaisaid.

About 40 activists shouted
"Shame, Shame" as the opening
speecheswere made.

The 146 member governmentsof
the WTO are trying to hamrner outa
new global agreement ontrade - one
that balances shamly contradictory
demands from rich and poor

i mations,

Annan was not actually in
Cancun, having travelled to a UN
Security Council meeting in Geneva
instead.

But in a speech read out to the
meeting, he called for progress in
the trade talks,

"1 urge you to say 'no' to trade
policies that aggravate poverty, and
'no' to practices that undermine

win theda |Iystar et

Farmers protest as
WTO talks begin

aid," his speech said.
"And 1. usge you tol say 'yes' to

. bold ‘but sensible steps that will

revive theglobal economy."

Panitchpakdisaidit wasvital that
the WIO succeeded in making
progress.

This week's meeting aims to
breathe life into talks that started in
2001 in the Qatari capital, Doha, and
are due to conclude by the end of
2004,

A sucecessful deal that removes
barriers to trade in/farm and other
goods could add more than 5500
billion a year to world income by
2016, lifting: 144 million people out
of poverty, according to the World
Bank.

Biit the WTO has so far missed
dlmost every deadline it has set
since talks on the deal were
launchedin2001.

The 4,700 delegates in Cancun
fear the negotiations will see a
repeatofaWTO meetingin Seattlein
1999 that ended in deadlock across
the talks table and rioting in the

SEE PAGE 11.COL 2.

Saarc can set
South Asia's
dev pace

PM tells Pak FM
UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day reaffirmed ‘that the pace of
developiment for the people of South
Asiacould further be accelerated
and joint efforts consolidated
through the South Asian Association
forRegional Cooperation {Saarc).

She' made the observations
during talks with visiting Pakistan
Foreign Minister Khurshid Mahmud
Kastiri ‘after receiving formal invita-
tion to attend the next Saarc summit
inlslamabad.

The Pak foreign minister called
on the prime ministerat her office in
the aftertivon and handed over a
letter from Pakistan Prime Minister
Zafrullah Khan Jamaliinvitingher to
attend the summit scheduled for
January, 2004.

Stressing utilisation of the
immense potentials of the region,
Khaleda Zia called for making the
regional forum stronger and more
pro-active.

The Pak foreign minister reiter-
ated his country's support to
Bangladesh's candidature for the

SEE'PAGE 11 COL 6

RISING FROM ASHES

PHOTO COURTESY: LOWER MANHATTAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

"Memory Foundations™: The new centre at Ground Zero will use.
remaining walls of the Twin Towers to symbolise "the strength and
_endurance of American democracy™. With the world's tallest fower
at1,776 feet and top floors ferming an indoor Gardens of the World,
the new complex will create a powerful new skyline for New York as

well asamemorial to thosewho died on 11 September.2001.

Sharon rushes home
atter twin blasts

AFP, New Deltii

Israeli Pritne Minister Ariel Sharon
yesterday cut short his first visit to
iIndia fo face surging violence at
home after the two countries
declared themselves pariners in a
battle against "terrorism."

Sharon left the Indian capital
after only two days following back-
to-back Palestinian suicide bomb-
ings that killed 15 Israelis and a
retaliatory strike on Hamas inwhich

. twoPalestinians died.

The latest cycle of bloodshed,

which erupted as Sharon was enter-

ing a state banquet Tuesday eve- <

ning, clouded the trip focused on
cementing fast-growing economic
and military ties with a country long
associated with the! Palestinian
cause.

"One cannoi move forward in
the (peace) processunless there's a
full cessation of hostilities, terror
and incitement,” Sharon told a
luncheon with Indian business
groups. !

In ajointstatement atthe end of
the first-visit by an Israeli premier to

» India, the two countries said "terror-
\fs:'n undermined' the very founda-

tion offreedom and democracy.”
"Together with the international
communityand as victims.ofterror-

‘ism, Israel and India are partners in

thebattleagainstthisscourge.”

India says the l4-year Islamic
rebellion against its rule in Kashimir
is' fomented by neighbouring
Pakistan and has tried, with mixed
sticeess, to put it on the agenda of
the US-led "coalition against terror-
ism."

India's cooperation with Israel
has grown quickly since the Hindu
right took power in 1998 and also

‘moved New Delhi closer io the

United States. Indian Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee agreed
Wednesday to pay a return visit to
Israel.

Istaeli Deputy Prime Minister
Yosef Lapid said here that "in the
abstract sense” India, Israel and the
United States were crealing an
l!aﬁs-ll

The joint statement said Israel
and India could do more businessin
the hi-tech sector and the building
ofinfrastructure, with Israel inviting
Indian businesses to invest as the
Jewishstate privatisesits economy.

As Sharon met with business
leaders, Israel's defence ministry
diregtor general Amos Yaron hud-
dled with top Indian military offi-
cials.

Israelis finalising a billion-dollar
sale of three state-of-the-art
Phalcon AWACS radar systems for
Indian planes, although a deal on
the Israeli-designed Arrow anti-
missile system is being held up by
Washington, which is reluctant to
alarm Pakistan, Israeli sourcessaid.

Axe to fall on a
few diplomats

Spending spree, poor performance lead
to call back fresh appointments soon

: mm KARIM

The government is calling back a
number of diplomats from
Bangladesh missions abroad, can-
celling their contracts for poor
performance, extravagant spending
and faflure to project Bangladesh's
image:

It has also decided to fill some
posts, mostly in the press wing, that
have been lying vacant for long.
Besides; the abolished press and
culture sections posts are likelyto be
Tevived.

An influential official at the

P:me Minister's Office [I’MO; said
the prime ministeris annoyed at the
performance of some diplomats
appointed to the foreign missions at
the cost of a huge foreign cumrency,
She also rebuked the party leaders.
who had persuaded her into
appointing them: without judging
theirability, the official added.

The PMO official also said the
information: ministry. has been
asked to. immediately call back
Minister (Press) in Washington Syed
Kamaluddin for his "extremely poor

performance" ‘as well as not taking.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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5 jailed for killing
4 tigers in zoo

Letter to Indian

Convicts avert .
gallows for
prosecution's
indifference

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

A court yesterday jailed! five

+ people for 14 years and fined
them Tk 20,000 each for poi-
soning to, death four Royal
Bengal Tigers at Dhaka Zoo in.
the first-ever verdict on the
killing of animals in
Bangladesh.

The five killed the tigers in
November 1996 out of desper-
ationto haltatransferof32zeo
staffers, the Fourth Additional
Metropolitan Sessions. Judge

; SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Graft case against

professionals yesterday urged the
chief justice of India to review the
Indian Supreme Court's order on
mnebworking of tivers to divert huge
quantitiesof water frommajor rivers
shared with Bangladesh,

In a letter to Justice VN Khare,
they also called for a judicial review
ofthe order and proposed a 'face to
face discussionwithihe judiciary’ to
share Bangladesh's concem in this
regard.

‘The billion-dollar Indian project
for river-linking-will adversely affect
more than 100 million people in
Bangladesh, the letter said, reflect-
ingthe civil society's protest atthis.

day quashed the:Airbus purchase
scam case against Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia, filed by the Bureau of

.Anu«cnrmpuon (Bac) during the:

Awami League rulé.

Earller, the court guashed two -

other grafl cases filed by the AL gov-
ernmentagainstKhaleda,
‘Bac: said Khaleda; her cabinet
ml.lca 1esiand Biman officials dur-
g har 1991-96 rule pumhased two
old Airbuses with the ‘connivance of
others;violatingnulesand costingthe
statecof‘falerabautuigﬁ?mmrem D55,
Bacalso brought graft charges
apainst the then finance minister M
Saifur Rahman, former state minister
for civil aviation and tourism Abdul

‘Mannanandsevenothers.

(] for reviewing

river-linking | Khaleda quashed
court order |

‘STAFF CORRESPONDENT STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Intellectuals, academicians and The High Court (HE) Division yester-

The project aims to unilaterally
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

A vacation bench comprising

SEE PAGE 11 COL2

City on sudden
crime alert

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP)
vesterday set up over 100 check-
points in a sudden move to catch
criminalsinthecity.

Though the DMP move camejust
a day ahead of the second anniver-
sary of the September 11 terror
strikes on the United States, DMP
Commissioner Ashraful Huda sa:d
the move was 'just a fresh une o
curb mtycnmes '

"It is nothing but a new DMP
move in addition to.the previous
ones to check criminal activities,"
Huda said lastnight, adding that the
checkpoints would actasa deterrent
to city critnes,

"Police checkpoints were set up
several times earlier after different
security alerts:and major criminal

activities. Butitisadifferent one this
time.

"Since criminals use vehicles in
more than 90 per cent of the cases,
an efficient check on the vehicles
can help control crime to a great
extent,” he said.

"As fixed checkpoints have failed
toneteriminalsmoving inthe cityto
a considerable level, we looked for a
sudden measure that might prove
more successful in cutting down
crimes," hesaid.

At 11:30am vesterday, the Police
Control Room senta coded message
to the 129 DMP mobile teams and
from noon the teams began to take
position at different points in addi-
tiontothe 37 permanent ones.

However, the sudden move failed
toarrest anylisted criminals or seize

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Agitation tops
AL agenda

SHAMEEM MAHMUD

The main opposition AwamiLeague
(AL) is' planning to organise streett
agitation as part of its anti-
‘governmentmovement.

The opposition leaders said the
party will hold protest rallies in
Dhaka and elsewhere in the country
to raise public awareness about the
'failure’ of the government to. run
the country:

The government has failedand is
persecuting opposition activistsand
leaders, theyalleged.

As the AL prepares for an anti-
_government movement, it has little
interest in joining patliament that
goesintoits ninth sessiontoday.

AL General Secretary Abdul Jalil
told The Daily Star that his party
would rely on'stréet agitation to
expose the 'misdeeds’ of the govern-
ment as, parliament has: become
non-functional due fo the way it is
runbythe rulingalliance.

"What can we do in parliament if
we are not allowed to speak? Our
only option is to protest the anti-
people activities of the government
through street agitation," Jalil said.

Deputy Opposition Leader Abdul
Hamid said the government forced
the opposition to stay away
from parliament. "We want to
make parliament effective, but
thereis  no justification for us to
stay in the House if we

‘SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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