
SHILPI MAHALANOBISH

A discussion and cultural 
programme took place on 22 
August at the  National 

Museum auditorium on the occa-
thsion of the 27  death anniversary of 

our National Poet, Kazi Nazrul 
Islam.

State Minister for Cultural Affairs, 
Begum Selima Rahman, was pres-
ent as the chief guest. Renowned 
Nazrul singer Feroza Begum was 
the special guest.

The chairman of Nazrul Sangeet 
Shilpi Parishad and eminent artist 
Ferdousi Rahman mentioned her 
profound love for Nazrul's songs 
and poetry. Feroza Begum talked 
about her personal experiences of 
Nazrul's humanity and generosity. 
The chief guest, Selima Rahman, 
talked about Nazrul's versatile 
genius. Ferdousi Rahman declared 
him as the poet of our heart and said 
that the people who love Nazrul are 
the people who love mankind.

 The Nazrul singers of our country 
performed chorus  at the beginning. 
Then some solo, duet and group 
songs were also performed. The 
s ingers  were ;Rowshon Ara  
Mustafeez, M A Mannan, Rafikul 

Islam, Yakub Ali, Shaheen Samad, 
Rebeka Sultana, Ferdouse Ara, 
Fetema-Tuz-Zohra, Khairul Anam 
Shakil, Bulbul Mahalanobish, Shujit 
Mustafa, Yasmeen Mushtary, 
Shumon Chowdhury and many 
others. The chief guest and the 

special guest were presented with 
two sarees from the Nazrul Sangeet 
S h i l p i  P a r i s h a d .  B u l b u l  
Mahalanobish, Fatema-Tuz-Zohra 
and Shujit Mustafa anchored the  
programme.
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All programmes are in local time. The 
Daily Star will not be responsible for 
any change in the programme. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

News Bulletin 

Exhibition

Exhibition
August 17-28
Shilpangan Gallery has arranged a 
12-day-long solo etching and 
drawing exhibition of artist Monirul 
Islam. The show will be open for the 
visitors daily from 10 am to 9 pm.

August 18-28
An exhibition of artist Mostafa 
Kamal is going  on  from 18  August 
at the Gallery of Alliance Francaise.

Poster Exhibition
August 17-28
Goethe Instut holds a poster 
exhibition at its Exhibition Hall 
featuring works by Pierre Mendell 
and Klaus Oberer. Entitled L' art 
pour l' art, this is the first part of a 
two-session poster exhibition on 
graphic design. The display is open 
for visitors from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
except weekends and holidays. The 
second part of the show will start on 
August 31.

Water Colour 
Exhibition
August 22-31
A water colour exhibition by four 
artistes is going on at Gallery 
Chi t rak,  House-21,  road-4,  
Dhanmondi. The exhibition is open 
for all from 10 am to 9 pm daily.

Cultural 
programme
August 25
J a t i y a  R a b i n d r a  S a n g e e t  
Shammelon Parishad, Metropolitan 
Unit has arranged a cultural 
programme tit led Barshano- 
mandrito Andhakarey at the 
National Museum auditorium at 7 
pm.
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FAYZA HAQ

N ASREEN Begum,  an   
eminent female artist, who 
along with three of her 

students, held an exhibition at 
"Chitrak", traced the development of 
Oriental Art, sitting in the gallery 
premises. Nasreen said, "Oriental 
Art has its roots in Mughal paintings 
and when the Mughal rule was 
replaced by British dominance, the 
control of this art was passed on to 
the different Indian states where the 
zamindars replaced the maharajas 
as the patrons of arts. Mughal 
painting was followed by Rajput 
painting  which could be subdivided 
into Rajput,  Basholi, Kangra, and 
Hyderabadi painting." Nasreen said 
that when British rule became 
rampant and the zamindari system 
was ruined, this art saw an ebb. 
During this time, Abanindranath 
T h a k u r  a n d  h i s  n e p h e w  
Rabindranath Tagore felt that local 
Indian art should be revived and that 
one must replace the work of the 
artist with limited talent who were 
being promoted by the British.

thIn the early 20  century, Nasreen 
pointed out, Abanindranath Thakur 
took together some local Indian 
artists and encouraged their forte. 
"He began this work that originated 
in Persian and Mughal art," she 
said, " Later he was introduced to 
Japanese wash painting and he 
combined this with Persian art. 
Earlier, in India, the paintings under 

the "zamindars" had been tempera. 
The colour in the combined tech-
nique rolled on the colours, bit by bit, 
spontaneously with the application 
of the brush. The artists who flour-
ished in India, within the Bengal 
School, at this time, were ones like 
Binod Bihari Mukhopaddya, Nanda 
Lal Bose." At this time, Abdur 
Rehman Chughtai began working in 
his own style and according to 
Nasreen, the most modern Oriental 
style of his time was Chughtai's 
paintings. This genre did not prog-
ress for quite some time. 

In 1948 in the Art College estab-
lished by Zainul Abedin at Dhaka, 
the Oriental Art wash technique was 
continued here in Dhaka. When 
Nasreen was admitted to the col-
lege in 1975, she had followed 
Chughtai's style taking images from 
cards and calendars. However, 
having graduated from Baroda's 
Maharaja Sayajirao's University, 
she developed a style of her own 
where she experimented outside 
the confines of the traditional dic-
tates and grammar. She wanted to 
combine the western water-colour 
technique with the Oriental water 
colour dictates. " Now we try to finish 
the work at one go whereas earlier 
we applied numerous washes. The 
subject matter is definitely in keep-
ing with contemporary life while I 
use the Oriental technique although 
even the latter has seen a change," 
Nasreen added.

In Nasreen's exhibition at 

"Chitrak" she had continued with her 
"Door of a new life" series that had 
continued from 1992-95. The door 
had been a symbol of Nasreen's 
belief that new encounters must be 
overcome in one's progress in life. 
She had dealt with the "Leaves" and 
"Cacti" series. The difference 
between the earlier "Door" series 
and the present paintings was that 
the paintings are more abstract and 
the door now is presented as an 
open one, which is more decorative 
and contain washes of brighter and 
buoyant colours. The red in the 
painting stands for strength, while 
the Chinese ink used has been to 
bring in variation. The red too is 
used in gradations, verging from 
pink to maroon. "I'm gradually going 
in for minimization. I feel this relates 
to my present life, which too has 
been simplified". Thus circles, 
rectangles and triangles, found in 
the works like "The red door, 'A'" 
have been used in a simple manner" 
represent hopeful expectations. 
The flowers, human figures and 
inclusion of the moon in another 
work also brings in a variation of the 
same bold but minimized colours. 
Another of her work presents a 
close-up of a  single broken shell 
seen with the sea and the sand 
around it.  

Fahmida Khatun, one of the 
students, presents a flower whose 
colours are different from the ones 

in the original in each of her compo-
sitions. Fahmida has used bright 
yellow, blue, deep red, with touches 
of green in representing cosmos, an 
arum lily, "shorno chanpa", hibiscus 
and bougainvillea. Fahmida said, 
"First I studied the flower minutely 
and then enlarged the form and put 
colours of my own imagination, such 
as royal blue instead of orange, with 
washes in the Oriental Art style on 
handmade paper." In one of Md. 
Abdul Aziz's paintings  we see an 
idyllic representation of a young 
rustic couple where the woman 
rests on the man's shoulder, as he 
plays his flute. Birds and trees have 
been included in the backdrop. 
Rabeya Begum Lipi has brought in 
sections of flowers, with details of 
petals, pistils and pollen in a roman-
ticized manner in many of her paint-
ings.

 There are ten paintings of each of 
the four participating artists, keep-
ing in mind the "sadang" (six limbs) 
of Oriental Art. The name of the 
exhibition, "barnikavanga" are 
taken from the five components of 
"sadang." Nasreen, who has had 
five solo exhibitions, has taken part 
in 50 group displays at home and 
overseas. Fahmida and Rabeya 
have each taken part in 10 group 
exhibitions, while Aziz has partici-
pated in 16 group displays.

Oriental art sans overt ornamentation
"Barnikavanga" holds its exhibition at "Chitrak"

Nazrul Sangeet Shilpi Parishad pays
rich tribute to our National Poet
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Lady with a bird 'A'

Lady with a bird 'B'

Indonesian Balinese 
women (L) carry offering of 
fruits and flowers to God 
on their head in Denpasar, 
Bali on  August 22.  Bali 
government holds an art 
festival to increase tourism 
in Bali which decreased 
following the October 12 
Bali bombing.
..........................
A raver (R) covered in soap 

suds flashes a v-sign 
during the "Reincarnation 

Parade" in Hanover on 
August 23. 20 music trucks 

and 400.000 ravers cele-
brated Hanover's equiva-

lent of Berlin's Love 
Parade. 
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Eminent artistes rendering Nazrul songs at the National Museum Auditorium

BTV
News Headlines(Bangla) at 12:10 
pm. 2:00 p.m 3:10 pm. 4:00 pm. 
7:00 pm.
News(Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 
pm.5:00 pm.8:00 pm.
News  (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News(Bangla and 
English)/News Headlines at 11:30 pm.
CHANNEL-i
Breakfast News 07:15a m. 9:00am 
News(Bangla) at 7:15 pm, 9:00, 
10:30, 12:15 am.
Telecast of BTV news(Bangla and 
English) at 11:30 pm.
ATN BANGLA
News(Bangla) at 8:00 am. 12:00 pm. 
7:00 pm.  10:00 pm, 11:00 pm.News 
(English) at 9:00 p.m.
Telecast of BTV News(Bangla and 
English )  at 11:30 pm.
Latest News(Bangla) at 09 a.m,10:00 
a.m, 11:00 am.1pm. 2:00 pm.3:00 
pm. 4:00pm.6:00 pm.,and 8:00 pm.

n tv
News Headlines(Bangla) at 5:02 pm. 
6:30 pm. 9:45 pm.
News (Bangla) 7:30 pm.11:00 pm. 
TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadline(Bangla) at 5:30 pm. 7:30 pm.
Tara News(Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 
11:30 pm.
Tara News Bangladesh(Bangla) at 
9:30 pm.
BBC World
Every hour on the hour

TV GUIDE

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS PICK OF THE DAY

Josie and the Pussycats
On Star Movies, August 25 at 7:00 p.m.
Genre: Comedy; Rachael Leigh Cook, Tara Reid
For years, the record industries have inserted sublimi-
nal messages into music so that they can turn teenag-
ers into braindead zombies who do nothing but buy, 
buy, buy. When the hot boy band DuJour discovers this, 
their manager, Wyatt Frame, under his evil, corrupt boss, 
Fiona, has the plane they are flying in crashed and him 
looking for a new band to use for their evil schemes.

Girl, Interrupted
On HBO, August 25 at 7:00 p.m.
Genre: Drama; Winona Ryder, Angelina Jolie 
Susanna is depressed and directionless after finishing 
high school in the late 1960's. A suicide attempt lands 
her in Claymore, a mental institution. She befriends the 
band of troubled women in her ward, Georgina the 
pathological liar, the sexually abused Daisy, the burn 
victim Polly, but falls under the hypnotic sway of Lisa, 
the wildest and most hardened of the bunch.
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