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New vision for old town

Atypically narrow old city street reveals the problems for city traffic planners.

CITY CORRESPONDENT

To save the old town from slipping
into ruin, a seminar was held Monday
evening organised by Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) and Bangladesh
Paribesh Andolon (BAPA) at the
Nagar Bhaban auditorium.

A keynote paper on 'Traffic Con-
gestion and Air Pollution' was pre-
sented by professor Nazrul Islam of
the geography department of Dhaka
University.

In the keynote paper the speaker
said that the area of old town extends
from the northern side of Buriganaga
River to the old Rail Line Street or the
present Nagar Bhaban. Total area is
25 sq.km with about 20 lacs people
living in this small area which gives a
density of population in the old town
of 80 thousand per sq.km.

The Old town of Dhaka City
started its early development in the
pre industrial age or pre automobile
age in 1600. Therefore many streets
are not suitable for automobile traffic.
Whereas wholesale markets and
Sadarghat, the only inland port, that
are situated in the old town also have
caused traffic congestion as trucks
cue for goods and park on the narrow
streets and roundabouts.

The two bridges on the Buriganga
have also increased traffic conges-
tion as automobiles go through the
old town in order to cross the river.
Because of the traffic congestion
people rarely visits the historical
places like Lalbag Fort, Ahsan Monijil
orBoroKathra.

To solve the traffic congestion the
speakers suggested renovation of
the old town and to introduce an

Urban planners debate the old city’s traffic and utility supply problems

underground railway and overhead
expressway as it is almost impossi-
ble to get land for broadening the
streets. Also some business places
need to relocate in the new town from
the old town to reduce traffic conges-
tion.

The chief engineer of Dhaka
WASA, Kazi Shish said in his paper
on 'drinking water, sewage system
and electric supply' that through time
a city developed in to old and new
towns. A city became habitable
through the equal development of
both parts. For eaxample, Calcutta,
Delhi, Seoul and Paris. The old part
of Paris is more attractive to tourists
than the new part.

He also said that water supply
depends on proper electric supply.
So development of old town needs a
holistic approach rather than individ-
ual development.

Speakers also express deep
concern on Buriganaga River. Mihir
biswas of Buriganaga Bachao
Andolon said that they would not rest
until the Circular Water Way project
is completed. Kazi Shish compared
Hun river of Seoul with Buriganaga.
Speakers also said that Buriganga is
becoming less ariver day by day due
tothe absence of aquaticlife.

Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed,
the vice president of BAPA said that
Sadarghat should be relocating to
save Buriganga from the pollution of
oil from launches and cargo vessels.
Mayor Sadeque Hosaain Khoka
supported the opinion and sug-
gested that this could be relocate at
Shampur. Speakers also said that
Buriganga encroachment is still
carrying on despite formation of a
task force.

Break from child labour,
strive for education

ABDUL KADER

Ten-year-old Javed, a motor
workshop worker at
Dholaikhal in Old Dhaka, got
an opportunity to study.

Javed enrolled in a multi-
purpose centre at Sutrapur
under the project titled
"Prevention and Elimination
of the Worst Form of Child
Labour in the Urban Informal
Sectors" of the International
Labour Organisation (ILO),
Bangladesh chapter.

The projectis based onan
agreement between Ban-
gladesh government and
the ILO, with the Nether-
lands government financing
the project of $4.7 million
and 2004 as the deadline for
its completion.

ILO is working to bring
back atleast 20,000 children
from the worst form of child
labour by installing 92 multi-
purpose centres in Dhaka to
provide non-formal educa-
tion, skill-building opportuni-
ties and employment
programme.

"I come here taking a two-
hour break from work every
day except Fridays," Javed
said. "l earn Tk 150 a week
and get Tk 15 a day for
launch from my workplace."

Like Javed, Ripon, Sujon,
Robin, Shahidul and Arif are
all working children receiv-
ing education from the
centre. Ripon works in a
factory, Robin at a motor-
parts shop and Shahidul and

Students from one of the new centers receive mechanical training.

Arif ata workshop.

"l work for money to help
my family out. What we do is
very hard," said one of them.
They have to work from
8:00am to 10:00pm every
day.

Each of the 92 multipur-
pose centres in Dhaka
under the project is home to
about 90 students on three
shifts.

A recent visit, organised
for the members of the
steering committee of the
project and journalists,
revealed that the deprived
children arrived at the multi-
purpose centre at Sutrapur

for non-formal study. And
their guardians are receiving
loans, which is one of the
project targets.

The loans are given to the
guardians for an alternative
income-generating pur-
pose, as their children have
been withdrawn from labour,
a project official said.

Mita Begum, 45, who
received a loan of Tk 5,000,
is running a small business.
Her children, who had
enrolled in a multipurpose
centre before, are now
attending primary school.

She deposits Tk 125 in a
weekly premium to get the

loan and Tk 10 out of it is
saved in his account.

Rekha Begum and Nahid
Begum sounded as happy
as Mita but said they need
more loans.

The project is being
implemented by four NGOs,
with Dhaka Ahsania Mission
and Thengamara Mohila
Shabuj Sangha working on
non-formal education, the
Underprivileged Children's
Education Programme
providing skill-building
training and employment
programme and the
Resource Integration Cen-
tre providing micro-credit.

Quick fix soul mate

Young hopefuls in love can easily succumb to the many
commercial offers that have arrived with the advent of the internet

SYED TASHFIN

Give it a careful thought before you sign
up for the friendship-love help line and
buy a guide touted as the means of
unlocking the door to soul mates.

In a conservative society, most
people have a suppressed desire to
meet new people and make friends.
Their busy work schedule and limited
access to entertainment, clubbing and
socialising make it more difficult.

They would have gone to any
lengths to make new friends, if they had
any chance; and keeping this in mind, a
group of people launched a new busi-
ness cashing in on the idea of pen pals.

The love-friendship guide or Patra-
Mitali, as popularly known, has been in

We reget
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missed three words ‘size, depth

circulation since 1997 and claims to
have more than 2,000 members.

The guide has attracted customers
mostly through its advertisement in the
Daily Ittefag where it provides some
phone numbers, known as help lines,
for further information.

The advertisement also furnishes
the website address www.love-
friendship.com, from where interested
people can get further information on
the matter.

If a person checks the website, he
will access more than hundred galleries
each containing pictures of ten female
members. The website has also sec-
tions like phone-friends, love-bank, TV
cinema stars, free female address and
free male address.

The group has enough on offer for
overseas customers and posted a
different section on the website provid-
ing information about how they can
obtain a guide by a bank draft or money
order of US$20.

One may apply to the categories of
male students (the lowest level) and of
male 'respected people' and those

encounter female members in a gallery
in which at least two out of 10 are Tamil
or Telugu actresses or models.

The browsers are suggested if they
are convinced about authenticity of the
guide to call the help line to buy the
guide at Tk 160 from any newspaper
stall like the kind on the ground floor of
Anando Cinema Hall.

The back cover of the guide
describes its contents like the num-
bers of atleast 30 women and a mem-
bership form. But once the package is
ripped open, the buyer will find a love
pongtimala (love poems and one
liners), a booklet certifying the authen-
ticity of the love-friendship guide, a
booklet defining love and the flimsy
guide.

Friendship seekers will surely
thumb through the pages of the
guide to find pictures of males and
their phone numbers, but those
looking for women will get to his
disappointment some female mem-
bers' phone numbers with the last
two digits missing.

How is he to get all the digits then?
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2 info @ love-friendship.

Typical matter supplied by a commercial company which offers “love and friendship” to young hope fulls in love

and density’ at the end of the last
paragraph due to a technical error.
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living abroad the highest (highest

level). The membership fees range

between Tk 300-5,000 a year.
Interestingly enough, browsers may

Simply by sending the Help Line Publi-
cation Tk 200 more with the filled-in
membership form.
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Bus No. Route

Gulistan-Shahbagh-Banglamotor-Farmgate-Mirpur 10, 11, 12
Gulistan-Shahbagh-Banglamotor-Farmgate-Mirpur 1, 2
Gulistan-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Mahakhali-Airport-Azampur

OURIER SERVICES

Starts from
Golap Shah Mazar
Phoolbaria bus station

Museum and Zoo
National Museum- 8619396-9
Open: 10 am 5 pm, Friday 3
pm- 8 pm, Thursday closed

Libraries, Cultural and
Information Centers

Central Public Library- 8626001-4,
Shishu Academy- 9564128

9550884

Overseas Courier Service-
9352431, 8321169
Pacific Courier- 9568446
Reliance Express Service-

Dhaka Courier Services- 7236222
Dolphin Courier- 9558802
Dreamland Courier Service-
9550326, 9566975

Pioneer Courier Services-

International

Air Borne Express- 9561371,
9561372, 9550724

Air Couriers Int'l (BD) Ltd.-

8815970 Phoolbaria bus station
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Enem Express- 9330699
Fedex Bangladesh Express Co.
Ltd- 9565114

Modhuban Courier Service-

Chisty Courier- 7110177-9,
7100842-4

Cosmopol Services- 9552793,
9557975

waste at the collection
site between 4pm and
10pm

9116314, 9118531, 9118314
Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125,
8112954, 8123412

Open: 10 am- 6 pm, Sunday 14

Closed

Sonargoan Jadugha 24

Aramex International Courier- 9558515, 7110249 9561727, 9569759 ; P ) A
gg%gg)é; gegr;zg)gza 9;&;@855 Sky International service- Probashi Courier Services- Shilpakala Academy- 8614673 Muktijuddha Jadughar- Shyampur-Motijeel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Airport-Tongi Shyampur
Airspeed Express- 9563494 9660442 9346359 Bangla Academy- 8619550 9559091 Sayedabad-Kamalapur-Motijheel-Airport-Joydebpur-Gazipur Sayedabad
i i i N Skynet world Wide Express- Rainbow Express Parcel Services  Islamic Foundation- 9550280, A Kamalaour-Motiiheel-Gulistan-Shahbaah-F Gulistan 1. 2 Kamal
ég;agf)([)lguner Services Ltd. 9558062,9560258, 7114787, Ltd:- 8320773, 83157_03 9556407 Open: 10:30 am 6:30 pm, amalapur ot!! eel-Gu ?stan Shahbag armgate Gulistan 1, amalapur
Baishakhi Courier Service- 7113184 Reliance Express Services- Nazrul Institute- 9114602 Sunday Closed B Kamalapur-Motijheel-Gulistan-Maghbazar-Nabisco-Gulshan 1, 2 Kamalapur
9558606 TNT Express- 9566662, 9558239, ~ 9558515, 7110249 Ford Foundation- 8116133 - 6C  Motijheel Shapla chattar- Malibagh- Farmgate- Gulshan 2 Motijheel Shaplachattar
8618155 Sundarban Courier Services- . . Bangabandhu Smiti Jadughar- . .
Banmgladesh Express Co. Ltd.- Union Courier Service- 9341722 9551984. 9556189, 9551656 Alliance Francaise- 8611557 7 Sadarghat-Gulistan-Maghbazar-Nabisco-Gulshan 2 Sadarghat
gggs&gsh Courier Sercive- United Parcel Service Air alliance ~ Sunrise Courier Services- British Council- 8618867-8, 8110046 8 Chittagong-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Asad Gate-Kalyanpur-Gabtoli Chittagong Road
g Ltd- 8826429, 8810223 9568751 8618905-7 Open: 10 am 5 pm, Wednesday . " . .

9563989 . . 9 Demra Rani mahal-Motijheel-Kalbagan-Shyamoli-Mirpur 1, 10, 11, 12 Demra Ranimahal
B IE 49 . Community Development Library- closed

922% 5 6xpress- 9560642, National TIPS 8113769, 8113604 _ 10 Sadarghat-Gulistan-Kakrail-Malibagh-Rampura-Biwa Road-Tongi Bridge Sadarghat
Bangladesh Infl Courier- 053636 pacaagy T oo L Do vou Know Goethe Institute Int!- Dhaka- Ahsan Manzi 11 Sayedabad-Mofijesl-Fakirapool-Maghbazar-Mohakhai-Tongi Bridge Sayedabad
Continental Service Ltd.- BAE- 9884851 accordir)l/g to Dhaka 9126525-6 Open: 10am 5pm, Friday: 3 19/A  Sayedabad-Khilgoan-Malibagh-Rampura-Airport-Tongi Bridge Syedabad
g?—liz\?vi% d%vsigszg(gress- ggﬂgﬁgﬁggr(';%ru?iirrv'sﬁ],i%?ﬂty8 City Corporation, you :_':::::;_"g%?;%‘é%“ Centre & Cultural pm - 7 pm, Thursday Closed 12 Shanir Akhra-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Asadgate-Mohammadpur Shanir Akhra
9881703-7, 9886305-9, 9882057 9567036 must deposit your The Russian Cultural Centre- Shishu Jadughar- 9666466 13 Motijheel-Shahbagh-New Market-Jhigatola-Shangkar-Mohammedpur Motijhee!

Signboard -Motijheel-Shahbagh-New Market-Shyamoli-Mirpur 1, 12

15 Chittagong Road-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Mirpur 12

Gulistan-Maghbazar-Mohakhali-Airport-Uttara-Bipile

Signboard (Chittagong Road)

Chittagong Road
Gulistan
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