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others die

in UN's Baghdad HQ blast

100 wounded; body parts scattered all over

AGENCIES, Baghdad

A truck bomb explosion ripped
thraugh a hotel housing the United
Nations hepadquarters in Baghdad
yesterday, leaving at least 20 people
dead, wrecking the building and
rocking the surrounding neighbour-
hoad.

Among those killed was Sergio
Vielta' de Mello, UN Secretary
Gerleral Kofi Annan's new special
representative to US-administered,
postwar Iraqg, The 55-year-old vet-
eran Brazilian diplomat who was
anly days away from the end of his
four-month mission, was in his
office when the explosion ripped
through the building about 4:30pm
local time and was trapped in the
rubble,

Up 10100 people were wounded,
and body parts were scattered
around, a witness said. The wilness
added that he had seen bodies being
dragged out of the rubble, and
American soldiers sent to the scene
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A car burns yester-
day outside the
United Nations
headquarters at the
Canal Hotel in
eastern Baghdad
after a deadly
explosion rocked
the building, leav-
ing at least 20
people dead. UN
special representa-
tive for Irag Sergio
Vielra de Mello,
left, was killed in
the biast.
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Foreign friends

back Dhaka's
fight against
Delhi's plan

India says Bangladesh shouldn't

'Jjump to conclusion’
on river diversion

REAZ AHMAD

Bangladesh, disturbed by India's
plan to divert water from
transboundary rivers, has found
friends among the peoples in South
Aslan countries, including India,
supporting Dhaka's stand on the
issue,

Within a week of Dhaka's official
protest. against ‘New Delhi's $200
billion river inter-linking plan, non-
government development activists
from across South Asia have rallied
behind Bangladesh's pogition and
warned that India's unilateral river
inter-linking plan could create
political instability in the region.

Our correspendent in New Dethi
Pallab Bhattacharya reports that
India yesterday saicd Bangladesh's

criticism of the proposal for inter-
linking of the country's major rivers
onlycomplicated matters.

Sources in the Indian external
affairs ministry said the countriés
should notjumpio a conclusionand
must first understand all the aspects
oftheissue,

Bangladesh should address these
"ecomplex issu#s in a mature man-
ner”, theysaid.

They said India showed a "great
deal of generosity” to Bangladesh by
signing the Ganges water freaty in
1996,

Meantime, participants from
India, Pakistan, Nepal and
Bangladesh at a just concluded
Saar¢c Peoples’ Forum (SPF)
endorsed a memorandum saying,
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Suicide bomber kills

20 on Jerusalem bus
~Jihad group claims responmbﬂity,

Israel snaps talks
APIAFPR Jerusalem

A suicide bomber blew himself up
yesterday ona packed bus on a main
thoroughfare InJerusalemn, killing at
least 20 people and wounding B0,
authorities said.

The Islamic Jihad group called
journalists in the West Bank and
claimed responsibility for the bus
attack, saying it was in revenge for
the killing of Jihad area leader
Mohammed Sidrlast week.

Thie blast on the extra long bus,
which had two passenger sections
that were fulll, went off shortly after 9
p.m. Another busnearbyalso was hit
by the explosion.

The bus had started ‘'out at the
Western ‘Wall, Judaism's holiest
shrine, in the walled Old City, and
was headed 1o an ultra-Orthodox
Jewish neighborhood, radio reports
said, making it likely that many of
the passengers were ultra-
Orthodox.

The bus was badly damaged,
with its windows blown out, and
rescukrs had to use blow torches (o

prywouiided from the wreckage,

"What is clearis that it was a very
big bomb," Jerusalem fire chief
AmnonAmirsaid. 3

Israel meanwhile froze all moves
to trangfer security responsibility for
two West Bank towns to the
Palestinians yesterday following the
attack, said a Palestinian official.

"Israel has cancelled the talks
and frozen all moves to withdraw
from Qalgilya and Jericho," Elias
Zananieri, spokesman for
Palestinian security chiel
Mohammed Dahlan, told AFP

Shocked survivors, including
several crying children with blood-
smeared faces, were led away from
the scene, A paramedic cradled a
little girl in his arms, and two others
led away an older woman.

Paramedics tréated wounded on
the sidewalk, and body parts were
strewnabout,

Police confirmed an army radio
report that at least 20 people were
killed, including children. Israeli
officials don'tinelude the bamberin
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Dr Islami Bank Bangladesh Ltd. |
Y9’ SHARE DEPARTMENT, HEAD OFFICE &

40, DILKUSHA COMMERCIAL AREA; DHAKA. B8

RENUNCIATION OF
RIGHTS SHARE-2003

This is for kind

Honourable Shareholders of

information of the

Islami

Bank Bangladesh Limited that the
Securities and Exchange Commission has

kindly consented

for an existing

Shareholder of Islami Bank Bangldesh
Limited to exercise his/her rights to
renounce the share(s) offered to him/her
wholly or partly in favour of any other
person(s). The Renunciation Form will be
available at Share Department of Head
Office and all Branches of the Bank.

It may be noted that the subscription
money of Rights Share may be deposited
upto 25th August, 2003 at any Branch of
Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited.

Date : 18/08/2003

By Order
Md. Shouquat Ali
Secretary

Saddam's vice
president
Ramadan
detained

REUTERS, Baghdud

Saddam Hussein's vice presi-
dent, Taha Yassin Ramadan, has
been captured in Mosul, the
Iragi city where the fugitive
dictator's sons were cornered
and killed last month, US and
Kurdish officials said yesterday.
The seizure by Kurdish forces
of such a high-profile member
of Saddam's ininer circle will fuel
speculation that US forces are
stilthot onthe trail of the ousted
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Joypurhat incident
Bounty for arms
recovery, JIC to
quiz arrested
militants

ANWAR ALI, Joypurhat

Police yesterday declared a bounty
of Tk 10,000 on each of the three
looted firearms, as they failed to
extract substantive information
from the militants arrested after the
August 14 predawn firefight in
Joypurhat,

Authorities ordered more inter-
rogation of the three arrested lead-
ers of the Jama'atul Mujahidin, an
outlawed Islamist outfit, by the joint
interrogation cell (JIC) in Dhaka.

The three out of ‘38 suspects
arrested for links with the militant
organisation will be sent to Dhaka in
two days for intensive interrogation,
said senior police officials.

The Jama'atul Mujahidin

believed to have engaged in the
firefight with police is operating in

all but seven districts for what they -

claim--jibad.

Police also stepped up vigilance
on the Ahle Hadith madrassahs,
blamed for links with the [slamist
militants who looted three shot-
guns, 60 bullets and a wireless set in
the gunbattle with police.

Several teams of plainclothes
police raided houses and
madrassahs in Khetlal, Kalai,
Pachbibi and Sadar upazilas
Monday night but could not arrest
anysuspect.

Police listed 10 Ahle Hadith
madrassahs in Joypurhat and
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Campaign ends in frenzy

Netrakona by-polls tomorrow

MORSHED ALT KHAN and
JAHANGIR ALAM from Netrakona

As midnight approached last night,
marking a 48-hour ban on all cam-
paigns including meetings and
pracessions for the Netrakona-3 by-
elections tomorrow, candidates and
their supporters were preparing to
go door-to-door to woo voters of the
19 unions ofthe constituency.

. According to sources in the
Awami League and the four-party
allianee, nearly 100 lawmakers from

both sides are now in Kendua and
Atpara, the two constituent thanas
ofthe parliamentaryseat, to embark
on a door-to-door campaign fram
last midnight onwards.

Local people said an unofficial
showdown has started between the
two main parties whose lawmakers
are scheduled to visit every house-
hold of certain unions in a bid to
persuade voters.

Throughout yesterday, a heavy
presence of security personnel was
conspicuous in Atpara and Kendua.

Army vehicles carrying troopsin full
battle gear patrolled the rural and
urban areas of the 500-square-
kilometre constituency, In addition,
hundreds of police, BDR and ansar
personnel have been deployed at
each of the 124 voting centres of the
constituency,

The election campaign so far in
this agricultural region presented a
marked contrast between the air of
elegance exuded by the posh vehi-
cles carrying vote-seeking VIPs, and
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Tigers eye to take it to 5th day

Karachi Test starts today

Hasan MASQOD, from Karachi

Bangladesh will be keen to show the
newfound confidence on the field
when they take on Pakistan in the
first Test ‘at the Karachi National
Stadiumtoday.

The match will start at 11:00am
Bangladesh time with' Ten Sperts
providing live coverage of the five-
day contest.

The Test will mark the 'debut of
Rajin Saleh, who was the 12th man
in Bangladesh's inaugural Test
against India. The young batsman
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RMG in for export boost

NAZMUL AHSAN

The export 'of readymade garment
(RMG) is set to get a [fresh boost
when 10 East Buropean countries
become members of the European
Union (EU}next year.

The 10 would-be member couun-
tries-are Cyprus, the Czech Republic,
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia.

"The 10 countries are scheduled

to be enrolled as EU members on

May 1, 2004," said a high official at
the BEuropean Commission (EC)
delegation of Dhaka,

On their accession, Bangladeshi

goods will get duty-free- access to
those markets under the Everything
But Arms (EBA), an EU initiative
which ‘exempls tax on everything
but arms imported from all the 49
lgastdeveloped countries (LIXCs).

Bangladesh, an LDC, will enjoy
all the trade privileges offered by the
EUas the 10 newmembers will have
to follow the BU rules on their acces-
sion, the official added.

Bangladesh has been enjoying
duty-free access of its goods to all
the present |5-member countries
since Novernber 2001.

Manufacturers hope export of
readymade garment to those coun-

as 10 states to join EU

trieswill at least dotible, cashing in
on the EBA privileges, offered in
November2001.

Bangladesh exported goods
worth about $65 million to the 10
countries in 2001-2002, with Polish
market alone consuming $35 mil-
lisnworthof goods,

"The earnings from the RMG
export (to 10 countries) should
easily more than double when we
get BBA privileges,” President of the
Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) Kazi
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