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Plan to sell gas to India
shelved on flak fear

SHARIER KHAN and
REZAUL KARIM

The government has decided to
shelve the move to sell gas to India
during its tenure in view of high
political risks,

Two influential government
policymakers said gas export would
have left an immediate positive
impact on'the nvestment scenario,
but the govermment topk public
upinirm and opposition political
parties' reactions into r.unside:-
ation.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
exclugively consulted top ministers

on the jssue last week as State
Minister for Energy Mosharraf
Hossain sent her a note to approve
gas exporthy mid-August.

She then concluded that the
issue ran high political stakes and
should be left alone, said an influen-
tial policymaker:

"At a meeting on Thursday, the
prime minister expressed her dis-
pleasure at the state minister and
askedhim who gave him the author-
ity tosend a note to her seeking a
decision on gas export with a dead-
line" said the policymaker.

The senior BNP leader who was
present at the meeting said the

premier, who holds the energy

- portfolio, instructed him nat to send

Himsuchnotesin future,

Some senior ministers also
reprimanded the state minister for
telling the press that the govern-
ment would decide on gas export by
August17.

Another policymaker said gas
export was certainly necessary for
the country on economic grounds,
butitwill be a political disaster if the
government did not seek a consen-
susontheissue.

"The Awami League and the left-
leaning parties will not spare the
government if it fook such a deci-

sion," the policymaker was quoted
astelling the premier.

Intelligence reports also clearly
state that the palitical consequence
will be disastrous for the goyern-
ment as there is an ovcmrhelmlng
opposition against the exp

"The Awami League itself initi-
ated the process to export gas. It
signed six production sharing con-
tracts (PSCs) and. its fifth-five year
plan included export," State
Minister Mosharral told the press

"Now the Awami League is using
the issue to build up an anti-
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Police-politics link
SC expunges
part of HC

observation
UNB, Dhaka

The Supreme Court yesterday
expunged part of a High Court
Division judgement in & bail peti-
tion, which blasted the police and
the executive for implicating politi-
calrivals in criminal cases,

A High Court Division Bench
granted bail on March 17 to Shahid
Igbal Beethar, an Awami League
activist accused in the Khulna
industrial fair explosion case, The
bench comprising Justice Syed
Amirul Islam and Justice Mirza
Hossain Haider had ohserved:

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Govt takes U-turn
on DAP projects

Decision to cost country Tk 100cr more
a year than fertiliser import

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government took a U-turnonits,

decision to ditch the di-ammonia
phosphate. (DAP) fertiliser projects
when itapproved them at a meeting
of the eabinet committee on eco-
nomicaffairsyesterday.

In August last year, the govern-
ment cancelled DAP-1 and 2 pro-
jects under Japanese and Chinese

supplier's credit citing that these
would put a huge financial burden
ontheexchequer,

An industries ministry survey
also revealed that production of
DAP would cost the country Tk
100 erore more a year than its
fmport.

The DAP-1 project was under-
taken in 2001 on Chinese supplier's
credit at a gost of Tk 392.97 crore

with 3 per cent interest rate, DAP-2
was initiated on Japanese supplier's
credit at Tk 451.70 crore with 1.95
percentinterestrate,

The meeting over, Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman told
journalists that the government had
to face embarrassing situations after
cancelling the projects.

He said international laws stipu-

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Charges pressed
against 19 for
killing Alam,

3 maids

CoURT CORRESPONDENT

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) of police yester-
day pressed  chamges t 19
people for killing ‘industrialist
Mohanmmad  Alam and his three
maidsin January Iastyear

The chargeshested accused are
Alam's two sons-in-law Motiur
Rahman alias Motin and
Mohammad Ali Babul Hasan alias
Babu famal; and Mohammad Kabir,
Sohag Bepari, Mohammad Sohel,
Yusul Miah, Abdul Latif’ Khan,
Jahanara Begum, Farida, Haji
Mohammad Rafizuddin Khan,
Sheull Akhter, Barkai All alias,
Bachehll, Abdur Rahman, Asma

"Ratunan, RehanaParvin, Babul, Al

Amin, Dulal andAlaud din
Investigntion Officer (10) M A
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

PSC prefers to wait
on question leakage

Examinees demonstrate

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Public Service Commission
(PSC) will clarify shortly its positian
on the reporied leakage of questions
for the preliminary test of the 24th
BCS examinations held Friday, PSC
Chairman ZN Tahmida Begum said
yesterday.

"Same members of the gommist
sion are now oufside Dl1aka andwe
will me#t to discuss the malter after
theirreturn”, shesaid.

The PSC chaioman however did
notéomment on wideéspreadallega-
tions uﬂeaimge of thequestions.

Harlter, the tedt held
on February 28 was cancellod as the
questions wereleaked aut,

In related developments, 4 num-
ber ofcandidates who sat for the test
on Friday and activists of tifferent
student hodies demonstrated in

Dhaka and some other places in the
country yesterday, demanding
cancellation of the testagain.
Leaders ‘of Bangladesh Chhatra
League {BCL), student wing of the
Awnmi League, demanded resigna-
ton of the PSC chairman for the
alleged question leakage:
Left-leaning Samajtantrik
Chhatra Front' (SCF) demanded
proper investigation into the allega-
tlpns and exemplary punishment to
the persons responsible.
Meanwhile, Mohammacd Yeahia

' Mallah, a PSC member who was in

charge of the test, said, "I heard the
allegation ofleak ot of guestions at

about6:30pmon E‘rld:?I u;%‘ﬂ hoprs
after the test, The ok

question leakage fromthe PSEisnot

U'U.E H
He added, " Keeping in mind the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Jatiyo Samajtantrik Dal backed Chhatra League activists yesterday form a human chainin protest at alleged leakage

of BGS exam question papers.

Two beaten to
death inside
Shyampur
warehouse

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two men were beaten to death
inside a factory warehouse at
Shynmpuryesterday,

Shyamol, 35, and Rafig, 30, who
lived at Shyampur RAJUK Schoaol at
road No, 4, were heaten to death
with iron rods Friday night, police
said,

Mohammad Shoeh, owner of
packaging company Standarad
Manufacturing, phoned police that
hisstafthad caught two thieves,

Falice went o the factory ware-
house at around 6:00am but came
backasthey found the gatelocked,

Later, police went to:the factory
45 Shoeb made anothier phone call
around noon. This time, police
forced the factorystaff to break apen
thewdrehouse,

The bodies bearing marks of
grievous dnjury were 'fourd lying
insiche on twa rickshawvans,

Security guard Hatem Howladar
has been absconding. The [actory
twner {iled a case against Hatem for
killing thetwomen.

Cabinet body
okays Rupali
Bank sell-oft

STAR REPORT

The cabinet committee on eco-
nomic affairs yesterday approved a
finance ministry proposal for reform-
ing the management of thre nation-
alised commaercial banks (NCBs) and
privatising the Rupali Barnk.
Theapproval came froma meeting

of the body at the secretariat with.

Finance and Planning Minister M
SaiftirRahman in thechair,

"An advisor will'be appeinted for
-evaluating the net warth of the Rupali
Bank and aset of local as well as for-
eign advisors will be engaged to put
the NCBs on a strong footing," Saifur
told reporters emerging from . the
meeting,

Aveording to the proposal, the
government will appoint an expert
body, comprising a chief executive
officer (CEQ} and seven advisors for a
three-year stint to reform the state-
owned Agrani Bank. If necessary, the
tenure of the body may be extenel by
One year.

The bady will work (o improve the
management and financial health of
the bank and prepare it for partial or
full disinvestment.

A Bangladesh citizen will hold the
post of the CGEQ, but the adyisors may
beforeign nationals.

Under the supervision of a govern-
ment appointed board of directors, the
CEOwillenjoyexecutive power.

The advisors will be assigned with
the tasks of credit, loan portiolio
management, huran resources, MIS,
accounting internal auditand assetor
lability managementofthe bank

The government is also planning
to asgign a financial advisor for
restructuringthe Rupali Bank.

The advisor will be given seven
months for the seuctural reforms and
preparation of a plan for the
privatisation afthebank,

in order 1o add dynamism and
skdlls to bank management; six or
seven local or foreign advisors will be
appainted ro both Sonali and Janata
hanks.

Outages to go
on for 4 more
days as Desa
fixes glitch

STAR REPORT

Dhaka Electric Supply Authority:

{Desa) will take three to four days to
repair the glitch in the major power
distribution cable .of Ulan substa-
tion, ahigh official said yesterday,

The glitch in the distribution line
is responsible for plunging many
parts of the city into power putages
sinceWednesday.

Desa experts believe ‘that irre-
sponsible road digging at Malibagh
level crogsing by Dhaka Wasa tore
the distribution cable leading to the
collapse of the 132 kV Ulan Sub-
Station,

The British company that |52

Installec the undergratind cable 16
years ago is sending experts Lo repalr
the cable network. "It's a sensitive

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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With traditional danu and music pnrfomanm. Bsnuladaah Adivasi Forum and other organlsations observed the
World Indigenous People's Day yesterday at the Gartral Shaheed Minar,

Indigenous
people want
equal rights

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government i keeping its eyes
closed to the issues of indigenous
people, which s affecting their lives
and livings; sald speakers at arilly in
the city yesterday,

The rally, organised to mark the
Internativnal Day for the
Indigenous People, indigenous
people demanded equal rights and
an endto encroaching development
ontheir lands.

Around 6,000 tribesmen and
women atfended the programme at
the Central Shaheed Minar
Jyotirindrio Badhiprivo Luarma,
chalrman of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts' (CHT) Reglonal Counell,
chaired jt. -

. As indigenous people are part of
the country's population, no devel
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Cancel 45 JS standing
bodies, demands AL

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The main opposition Awami League
(AL) yesterday demanded cancell-
tion of 45 parliamentary standing
commitiees.

Opposition Chief Whip Abdus
Shahid called 'on Speaker

Jamiruddin Sircar yesterday at his

office at the Sangsad Bhaban and
lodged the protest.

In a letter submitted to the
Speaker, Abdus Shahid alleged that
45 standing committess werd
formed violating the constitution
and the Rules of Procedure of the
JatiyaSangsad.

Thirty-nine committees on
various ministries and six on the
Jativa Sangsad were formed without
the participation of AL lawrmakers in
the seventh and eighth sminm of
theJatiyaSangsad.

The speaker dismissed ‘tbnﬁ aﬂb—‘
gation and said all the ¢
committees were formed as per the
Rulesof Procedure,

He also asked the opposition
chief whip to nominate deputies for
the committees and make the par-
liamentary bodies functioning.

The Speaker and the opposition
chief whip gave contra-

SEE PAGE 11 COL B

GOVI SHOWCAUSED
Writ challenges
college entry
on GPA basis

UNB, Dhaka

BJP plans 'no work,
no pay' rule for MPs

IANS, New Delhi

The High Court yesterday issued a
ritle upon the government to'show
cause why its decision (o allow
‘admission ofstudentsto colleges on
the basis of grade point average
(GPA) instead of written test should
notbedeclaredillegal.

The rule came upon a writ filed
by Father Benjamin D'Costa,
Principal of Notre Dame Callege,
whallenging the legitimacy of the
government circular issued on
August 3.

SEE PAGE 11 COL S

The ruling Bharatlya Janata Party
(BJ?) has planned a "ne work, no
pay" rule for MPs as the Indian

Parliament ended another week

wasted through disrupiions and
adjourninents at a huge cost to the

tdxpayer.
Closing the weekwith practically
no legislative business getting past
the first two hours of noisy disrup-
tions and walkouts, the ruling and
oppesition MPs blamed each other
for the impasse that costs the exche-
quer about R 13,000 a minifte --

much more than an average middle
class family earns in an entire
maonth.

"We have asked that a no work,
no pay rule be enforced for
Parliament:so that the democratic
process is not misused," BIP chief
whip Vijay Kumar Malhotra told
TANS.

Malhotra recalled that the rules
of business had been amended so
that MPs disrupting the house for
rushing to the well, or the centre of
the house, on any pretext would be
automatically suspended for. the
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