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Frigate case

Hasina, ex-navy chief
charges eeted

Abdul Awal Mintoo, 3 other navy bigwigs also face charge

BSS, Dhaka

Charges were pressed yesterday
against former prime minister
Sheikh [asina and five others
including a former navy chiefin &
corruption case regarding the pur-

“} chase of a Korean frigate for the

Bangladesh Navy in.1996.
1t was alleged that the purchase

made the public exchequer count Tk
511.17 croreinlosses.

After a yearlong Investigation,
the Bureau of Anti-Corruption
(BAC) submitted the chargesheet to
the Chief Metrepolitan Magistrate
(CMM) 's Court, Dhaka yesterday.

The five others accused in the
case are former chief of staff of
Bangladesh Navy Rear Admiral
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transport sector,

(retd) Nurul Istam, former assistant
chief of staff (Operation) of
Bangladesh Navy Commaodore
(retd) AKM Azad, former. director
(Naval Plan) Commodore (retd)
Haroon-or-Rashid, Chairman of
Trans World Engineering and
Trading Company Limited Abdul
Awal Mintooand Commodore (rétd)

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Identify high-rises
sans building code

PM's directive to develop quake

management system
UNE, Dhaka buildings.
She said an effective earthquake

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day stresied the need for developing
an adequate managementsystemto
fuce possible earthquakes and
handle. post-quake rescue opera-
tions,

She directed the authorities
concerned to identify the buildings
{n Dhaka and other major cities
constructed without following the
building code and make the resi-
dents aware of the risk of those

92 Gram Sarkar
bodies formed
on 2nd day

STAFF CORR.BSPDI.\II_JEI\I’I‘

Ninety-two Grarn Sarkar units were
formed on the second day of the
process yesterday in what is still
tipped as arelaxed pace.

Aeccording to official aceounts, 17
units were formed in Cox's Bazar,
elght in Feni, three in Kishoreganj,
nine in Munshiganj, one in
Mymensingh and 10in Khagrachari,

Nine units were formed in
Kurigram, 11 in Laxmipur, three in
Jessure, one in Chandpur, seven in
Gopalganj, two in Barisal, one in
Habjiganj, two in Jamalpur, three in
Gaibandha, two in Comilla and
three in Faridpur.

On the first day on Saturday, only

21 unitswere constitited.
Sources at the Loecal
Government, Rural Development
and Cooperatives Ministry sald the
authorities asked all concerned to
add pace to the constitution of the
units of Gram Sarkar, the lowest tier
oflocal government and auxiliary to
the inion parishad (UP).
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

management and rescue system
would require involving peaple and
all ministries and departments
concerned.

Khaleds said steps: shuuld be
taken to minimise the risks of build-
ings constiicted shoddily, She also
instructed that the code fritst be
followed strictly in construction.

She asked for speedy completion
of the work on seismic cénters in

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

STAR REPORT

Bail petition of BNP
MP's brother rejected

CoOURT CORRESPONDENT

‘The bail petition of Reéazuddin
Ahmed Monir brother of ritling BNE
MP Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu and an
accused in the Keraniganj double
murder case, was rejected by the
Speedy Trial Tribunal-4, Dhaka
Division, yesterday,

Judge Jahangir Alam Mollah
issued the order on a ball petition
filed bythedefencelawyers.

Meanwhile, the tribunal did not
pass any order on the petition for
withdrawal of charges against Monir
and nine others as a writ petition
was fled with the High Court
Division challenging the legality of
thewithdrawal arder.

The tribunal, however, fixed
August 10 for orderonthe issue,

The home ministry sent & letter
on July 15, asking the metmpulilan
public' prosecutor for necessary
steps 1o withdraw charges against
Monir andnineothers.

On receiving the letter, Special
Public Prosecutor Harun-ur-Rshid
Khan: submitted the letier to the
tribunal for the nextstep,

Two men named Amir Abdullah
Shakil, 26, and Sentu, 30, were shot
dead on February 16 list year by a
gang of assailants,

AmirHamza,

3 a, Shakil's brother, filed
a murder case with the Keraniganj
Police Station accusing Monir and
nineotherson thesameday.

death.

under Fatikchhari thana.

Rumi wanted freecom: and free-
dom she knew could come onlyin

She finally got it from the
teasers when she committed
suicide by hanging herself Friday.
But her memories came rushing
back yesterday when she was laid
to rest at her Roshangir village

"I may not be there that day,"
Umme Habiba Rumi, a seécond
vear bright student of Nazirhat

College, had written in her diaty a
few days before she was forced to
commit suicide. Tormented by
two local brothers Mohammad
Azmm: and Mohammad Nazim|
she wrote, "I do not know when 1
will get freedom.., when the end
will come to all my miseries and
waunds. That day 1 will net be
lere. But my memories will

remain,. theyareeternal."

But her painful memories
could do little to arresting the two
offeriders.

Police are yet to nab the two
brothers two days after her death,
who had teased and instigated her
to commitsuicice,

Relatives alleged that police
arenot sincere about arresting the
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'AL man' shot

‘dead in Savar,

commissioner's
son arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An alleged criminal, son of a ward
commissioner candidate, shot a
truck driver dead at Tarapur in Savar
yesterdaynoon.

Tutul, son of BNP-backed ward
commissioner candidate Abdur
Rashid, shot Shamsher Ali;35, point
blank following a brawl. Shamsher
was hit in the chest and died on the
spoL.

Witnesses sald a motorcycle,
which Titul ‘and two other youths
were riding, hit Shamsher near Tara
Mosque when he was
homeafter artending a procession at
aboul 12 noon.

The pracession was brought out
byalocalward commissioner candi-

SEE PAGE 11 COLE

Mob kills 4
in Ctg

' OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Mob beat four to death and injured

four others: severely in separate
incidents at Patiya dnd Sitakundu

Saturday suspecting them as

‘dacoits.

Among the dead two were identi-
fied as hathkata Nasir, a recognised
criminal of Patiys, and Delwar
Hossain of Sitakundu, police said.

Believing them ta be dacoits, a

‘crowd beat three to death at a local

bazaar at' Shantirhat in Patiya at
10:00pm; police saick

The other victims were unidenti-
fied till filing of this report ar 7:00pm

yesterday.

Police recovered the bodies.
Inthe atherincident, hundredsof

local people roughed up five
mercilessly suspecting them as
dacoits at Keshabpur in' Sitakundu
at midnight, witnesses sald,
Delwar Hossain suceumbed to his
injuries ‘on way to hospital,
Sitakundu palice said.

The injured were identified as
Nurunnabi, famal Udcdin, Rubeland
Mamun, They were admited to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospit

Probe blames
MV Nasrin-1
capsize on
faulty design

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government probe committes
submitted its report on the sinking
of MV Nasrin-1 to the shipping
ministry yesterday, about four
weeks after the overcrowded dou-
ble-decked launch went down Inthe
tiver Meghna near Chandpuir.

In the 250-page report, the com-
mittee blamed the vessel's faulty
design, overloading anditsskipper's
madequate professional skill for the
country's worst launch disaster that
killed some 600 people on the mid-
nightofjuly8.

' SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Freedom she wrote

culprits, "They did nothing since
Friday to arrest Azam or Nazim,"
said a cousin of Rumi.

However, Additional Palice
Super of the district Abdul
Khaleque refuted the allegations.

"Police are looking for the
accused brothers," he told The
Daily Staryesterdiy,

Rumi, daughter of Abul Kalam

SECOND EDITION

The export sector suffered huge loss
as the strike by customs officials,
particularly at the Dhaka Customs
House and the [nternal Container
Depot (ICD), continued,

A huge nurrber of containers
remalned strinded at those points
as only 15 10 20 were released from
the 1CD, while no major activities
took place at the Dhaka Customs
House,

The exporters have demanded
immediate government interven-
tionto resolvethe crisis,

" Exporters have been badly
effected by the strike at different
importantcustoms points," said the

TODAY'S ISSUE 20 PAGES

acting president of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA) SM
Nurul Hoque to The Daily Star yes-
terday.

He urged the customs officials to
get their demands fulfilled through
legal options.

Normal activities at the [CD and
the Dhaka Customs House, like
relensing and exporting goods,
preparing documents and assess-
ment functions, were severely ham-
pered during the last two days
owing to the strike called by the
customs and VAT officials.

Exporters are also affected by
non-release of imported raw mate-
rials: by the customs. The Dhaka

Y CHANGHONG

Exports suffer as taxmen
go on with strike

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Export Processing Zone is directly
hitby the activities relating {o export
andimportcomingtoa halt.

It was, however, reported that
normal activities took place in
Chittagong and partial activities
ook place in other customs points,

The Bangladesh Customs Excise
and VAT Bxecutlve Officers
Association called the non-stop
strike from Saturday last to protest
the arrest and harassment of 12
customs officials facing charges of
tax evasion.

The leaders of the Assotiation,
howevet, have agreed to call off the
strike only for today (Monday)
following the assurance of Finance

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Circulation of 500 and 100 taka fake
notes s rising alarmingly, but the
central bank and Jaw-enforcament
pgencies are yet to combat the
crime,

The Bangladesh Bank (BB) Is
aware of the problem taking a seri-
ous turn’ but uncertain about its
magnitude, sotrces sald. And the
law enforcers deal with the forged
note issue just as they do in case of

Law takes backseat
as fake notes

reign supreme

other orlmes,

Atcording to the Curréncy
Management and Accounts
Department (CMAD)  of the: BB,
around 1,900 cases of fake note were
filed untl Aprilthis year

In Dhakn, 620 cases of forged
notewerelodged at Motijheel and 30
at Sadarghat untl April,

Besides, 280 cases were filed in
Chittagong, 410 in Khulpa, 130 in
Rajshﬂ!ﬁmdlb-ﬂhSﬂhelnndi!Hﬁin
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khuilna

A Major of the Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) has beenclosed to the Khulna
sector headquarters for alleged
excesses at Khalishpur Nayabati in
Khulna on Saturday in the name of
the anti-outlawjointoperation.
Locals alleged that a team of the
joint forces led by Major Nizam
ransacked the ‘Shaikh Bari' in the
name of search, beat up Major
Shabbir Ahmed Tapash, who was on
leave, dragged elderly women out of
their bedrooms and injured many

others in afour-hour frenzy.

BDR major closed for
‘excesses' during
Khulna joint drive

HDR sector headquarters
sources hinted that punitive actions
would be taken against the officer
after investigation. It was, however,
not clear whether the members of
the teamwho acted under the orders
of the officer will [ace similar pun-
ishment.

An officer of the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR} in Dhaka last
night said rhe authorities were
aware of the 'untoward Incident' in
Khiilna,

“High officials are investigating
the incident and will take steps

SEE PAGE 11 €OL 4

PHOTO. STAR

Harried by a gang of brothers, Nazirhat Callege student Umme Habiba Rumi (L) committed suicide; her tormentors including Mohammad Azam [ﬁ-l.} arestill absconding; the leaf of Rumi's diary bares herfrustration (3-L); her
mother Monwara Begum (4-L) whose world never stops crying; and father Abul Kalam (R) only stares vacant,

a few days before her suicide, she
asked the local Union Parishad
chairman to hold'an arbitration to
stop teasing by the brothers. But

this did not deter Azam and Nazim
who works in Saudi Arabia, was fromthéiractivities,
continuously teased by the broth- An 5o, Rumi had to be laid 1o
ers - Azam and Nazim -- who Testathervillagegraveyard yester-

used to sledge her on her way to
college.
"When will I see'an end to my

pangs? None but Allali can

smother them," Rumi felt.
But her mother desperately
looked for worldly solutions. Gnly

‘day afternoon after her father
Abul Kalamn had arrived from
SaudiArabia.

"Who do [ share my sortows
with?" Rumi's grief-ridden diary
read. "Who will understand them?

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Banks asked to
change torn,

dirty notes
STAR REPORT

The Bangladesh Bank (BB) yester-
day directed the commercial banks
to accept and change torn and dirty
noteswithout harassing customers.

Otherwise, the central bank will
consider adversely when they would
apply for new branch or dealership
licences.

The BB has asked the banks 1o
post notices announcing that dirty
and torn notes can be changed in
theirbranches. They have also been
directed to open separate counters
for this purpose.

BB Governor Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed at a meeting with the chief
executives of all banks highlighted
the plight of dients possessing
‘damaged notes,

He also reminded them thavit is
the duty of the banks toreplace such
noteswithgood ones,

The meeting over, Deputy
Governor Nazrul Huda told journal-
ists that the central bank has sought
help of the commercial banks to
completely drive damaged money
outaofcirdulation by nextyear,

But bankers presented a different
picture in the mesting when they
said the BB officials do not cooper-
ate with them when they want to
changeold and torn notes,

The governor then assured them
of Inoking into the matter and moni-
toring the situation.

Sources sald the BB will print 800
million pieces of new notes of differ-
ent denorinations within the next
three months, These will then
replace the old and torm notes,

Plans arealso underway to intro-
duce coins of two taks denomina-
tions soon, Later, Tk 10 coins may
also be considered.

Four to die for
killing SSC
examinee

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Chapainawabganj

Four persons were sentenced to
death here yesterday for killing 85C
examinee FHasina Khatunin1989.

Three others were acguitted in
the case tried under the Special
Tribunal Court-1 for Women and
ChildrenRepression.

Four convicted are hmrul, 33,
Kader, 30, Masidur, 25, and Jahangir,
30.

Thie court acquitted Saidur, 35,
Kamrul, 31, and Arif, 21, as allegations
brought against them could not be
proved. ‘Another accused Nuru
Kabirgj ‘died in custody duringthe
carlydaysof thetriol

The prosecution story. is that

SEE PAGE 11 COL B

One nabbed
with revolver at
Dhaka court

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A young man with a revolver was
arrestéd yesterday from' the pre-
mises of the District and Sessions
Judge's Gourt, Dhaka,

Flainclothsmen arrested Abdul
Harun, son of late Aslam Bepari of
Nautala under Chandina upazila in
Comilla-district and now resident at
13 KM Das Lane, Sutrapur in the city,
while he had been mixing with an
accused brought fror the jail cus-
todyat 11:15am,

Police recovered a foreign-made
revolver loaded with five rounds of
bullets from his poysession, Police
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