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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

July 11-August 1

A miniature art exhibition will be
held at the Shilporag Art Gallery
from 11 July to 1 August daily from
11 pm to 8 pm. The inaugural
programme will take place on 11
July at 5.30. Venue: Gallery
Shilporag, House: 15, Road: 16,
Dhanmondi.

Theatre

Silver Jubilee

July 19-21

Group Theatre 'Tarun Shamproday'
from Serajganj celebrates its Silver
Jubilee at the Bhashani Auditorium
onJuly 19at10 am. Veteran theatre
personality Azkarul Haque will
inaugurate the celebration which
features three stage performances.
Areunion of all activists of the group
will take place at 7:30 pm including
a discussion session and reception
of eminent personalities. Below is
the schedule of the three drama
performances:

July 19 at 10.00 pm
Swapnobilash by Zahid Hasan
and Afsana Mimi

July 20 at 7.30 pm

Oedipus by Pabna Theatre '77
July 21 at 7.30 pm

Muktodhara by Rangpur Natya
Kendra

Video show

July 16-July20

An exhibition presenting video
works of 15 French resident artists
is going on from July 16 at Alliance
Francaise. The screening will take
place everyday at 5:30 pm, except
Fridays. La Galerie will also present
the exhibition of digital pictures by
French artist Alexandre Bocquillon.
Opening times from 9am to 12 am
and from 5pm to 8 pm everyday
except Saturday, 5pm to 8 pm.

Play

July 23

The 22nd show of the play
"Tamosha' by the group Avantgarde
will be staged at the Mahila Shamiti
auditoriumon 23rd July at 7.00pm.
The play has been jointly written by
Mamatazuddin Ahmed, Abdul
Gaffar Choudhury, Abed Khan,
Muntasir Mamun, ABM Musa,
Ballal Sen, Shahriar Kabir, Dr.
Shubhagat , Wahidul Haque and
others and has been directed by
young Ashim Das who received his
degree from Delhi National School
of Drama.

Instrumental musician

Sad tales of the santoor

Nurul Haque tells the frustrated story of his
journey into the instrument's melodious world

NOVERA DEEPITA

ANTOOR, a
sophisticated
instrument which has

about90to 120 strings, is made of
wood', says Santoor player Nurul
Haque. 'It is played by small
wooden sticks and should be
very softly handled because the
instrument is very sensitive. It is
afolkinstrument from Kashmir'.

Nurul Haque has been playing
the Santoor for about 28 years
and he actually had no guru. He
says, 'My father Abdur Rahman
Jabbar was the main person who
inspired me to play the Santoor. I
used to play the Mandolin and
the American Banjo previously.
After some years of playing those
instruments, I started to play the
Santoor learning it all by myself.
When I was very young I at-
tended Shiv Kumar Sharma as
my guru.Inever methim though.
Ionlywatched him on the TVand
was inspired by his magical
presentation and began to follow
him. Itwas sometime in 1980s."'

'My father was fond of music',
recalls Nurul Haque, 'T was ac-
quainted with musical notes in
my very childhood. Playing
instruments was a passion, not
profession, of my father. I was
greatly inspired by my father
who had introduced the Santoor
tome.'

Nurul Haque says with grief, 'Tt
isverysad that there isno evalua-
tion or recognition of this instru-
ment as well as its players. There
are very few people who want to
learn it. I myself don't have any
students. Often some people
start to learn it but they don't
continue and they buy the in-
strument and keep it in the closet

pointment, 'T will never inspire
even my own children to learn
the Santoor because it has no
future prospect, at least not in
our country.'

According to Nurul Haque, if
anyone wants to learn the
Santoor, he or she should find
the right guru first. But since

there is no guru in our country,
the learners must go to India to
learn it. As it is a very difficult
instrument to play, about two
hours should be spent for prac-
tice. Nurul says referring to his
self-learning, 'it might not be
possible for everybody to learn it
withouta proper guru.'

-_—

Nurul Haque's favourite
Santoor-players are Monsur
Ahmed in our country and Shiv
Kumar Sharma in India. He also
says that there is no professional
Santoor player in our country
right now. 'After my death there
will be no-one left to play the
Santoor anymore. The use of this
instrument may be met by the
electronic instruments like
Keyboard or other modern in-
struments but the original mel-
ody will not be there', sighs
Nurul.

'Thave never been abroad for
playing the Santoor', informs
Nurul Haque who is a staff
artiste of the Bangladesh Betar.
He has played the Santoor for
about one thousand movies
and 800 audiocassettes. But he
has performed on very few
occasions on stage. He says
proudly that he has played with
great artistes like Ghulam Ali,
Mehedi Hasan and Hemanta
Mukherjee.

It is a matter of surprise that
being an enlisted artiste of the
Betar Nurul Haque is not a
considered a government ser-
vice-holder. 'Even the peons
are government employees
with facilities like pension after
retirement. But I will not get
any pension', says Nurul in
remorse.

The most of the programmes
of the Betar are musicals. Ac-
cording to Nurul more facilities
should be allotted for the regu-
lar musical artistes working in
this state-owned media-
organisation. 'It needs ten to
twelve years to be an instru-
ment artiste and it is difficult to
be one. So why shouldn't the
government give us due facili-
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Photography

A poet's camera

Salahuddin's photographs bridging the gap

ELITA KARIM

B M Salahuddin has been
capturing scenes of
nature with his camera

since 1972. Recently, on the
occasion of the growing friend-
ship between Bangladesh and

e BT

ABM Salahuddin

Vietnam, a celebration took
place at the National Museum.
Salahuddin captured these
moments of friendship to cher-
ishforever.

A weeklong photography
exhibition at the Shilapakala
Academy, which began from July

Apricot Dance: the mesmerising presentation of the Vietnamese artistes

in yellow.

16, is portraying these pictures.
Salahuddin's 'clicks' basically
comprise of the Vietnamese
group who had come to Ban-
gladesh so as to promote the
long friendship. The photo-
graph entitled Peacock Dance
shows Vietnamese girls
dressed in peacock-green
costumes, rendering a dance

atthe show. Vietnamese beau-
ties, dressed in yellow, are
seen dancing in the photo-
graph Apricot Dance.

There are many more pho-
tographs of the performing
Vietnamese artistes, dancing,
playing wooden instruments,
and singing traditional songs
in traditional costumes of
blue, red and yellow. These
performers are also seen tak-
ing tours around the city.
Salahuddin snapped them in
front of temples, with kids at
school, at a museum along-
side artifacts and sculptures.
They are also seen with other
Bangladeshis, having cock-
tails and celebrating. It is
obvious, that Salahuddin
emphasises more on the
friendship of the two counties
and makes an effort to make it
stronger.

The exhibition is showing
photographs by Vietnamese
photographers also. There are
snaps of the Vietnamese flag
fluttering proudly on a fort, a
couple of women gathering
coffee seeds, plenty of scenes
from the Vietnam War and also

without even trying to learn it.'
He says with desperate disap-

Nurul Haque is one of the very few experts of the Santoor in the country:
who will carry on the legacy in future?

ties?' Nurul puts the inevitable
question.

breathtaking nature scenes from
the countryitself.

Harvesting Dance: incarnating the rich Viethamese tradition in rhythms.
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