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REUTERS, Longworth, England

A mild-mannered British scientist
was found dead in the woods
yesterday after being unwittingly
dragged into a ferce political
dispute about intelligence used to
justify war on Iraq.

British police said they had
found a body matching that ofsoft-
spoken defence ministry biologist
David Kelly, a former UN weapons

David Kelly found dead
| ' The British WMD scientist was said to be the

source for the disputed BBC report that fuelled
political storm over Iraq arms issue

inspecior, who had been grilled in
parliament over allegations the
government hyped intelligence to
justifywar.

The political fallout was imme-
diate. Prime Minister Tony Blair,
who leamed about the discovery of
the body while flying from
Washington to Tokyo, promised an
independent judicial inquiry into
the death if the body was con-
firmed tobeKelly's.

Blair defends Iraq war,
Bush bashes. 'sceptics’

REUTERS. Washington

With embattled British Prime
Minigter Tony Blair at his side,
President Bush on Thursday stood
by his assertion that Iraq was trying
to reconstitute its nuclear weapons
programme and declared: "We
won't be proven wrong."

AjointWhite House press confer-
enceintended asacelebration of the
UIS-British special relationship and
the swift overthrow of Saddam
Hussein, was marked instead by
questions about post-war chaos in
Iraq, disputed intelligence and
British terror suspects held in a US
military jail.

Blair defended British intelli-
gdnce onSaddam! sqllegaﬂmgpcms

of mass destruction which they used
to justify invading Iraq, saying he
believed itwas "genuine."

Bush called it "sound" and
lashed out at "the sceptics," who
have focused on a now-discredited

- line in his State of the Union speech

about Iraq's attempt to get uranium
from Africa. The White House says it
should not have been included in
Bush'saddress,

"He (Saddam) possessed chemi-
cal weapons and biological weap-
ons," Bush said, "I strongly believe
he was trying to reconstitute his
nuclear weapons program and Iwill
remind the skeptics that in 1991 it
became clear that Saddam Hussein
was much closer to developing a
mmh.a: weapan than anybody ever

imagined.""He (Saddam) was a
threat. I take responsibility for
dealing with that thieat," Bush said,
adding: "We won't be proven wrong
« We will bring the information
forward on the weapons when they
find them and that'll end all this
speculation.”

In an impassioned defense of the
war before a joint session of
Congress, Blair said that toppling
Saddam was justified even though
weapons of mass destruction have
failed tomaterialize.

"Can we be sure that terrorism
and weapons of mass destruction
will join together? Let us say one
thing: If we are wrong we will have
destroyed a threat that at its least is
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SSC grading in fog

STAR REPORT

Parents, teachers and students are
still' confused about the grading
system introduced in 2001,

Many guardians made phone
calls to various newspaper offices,
asking for clarification of the merit
Judgement system after this year's
Seoandary School Certificate (S8C)
examination results were published
wgdnesday ¢

"We suffered from uncertainty
until we understood our daughter's
resull fully,” said Afifa Rahman, a
guardian of Dhanmandi. She said
even teachers have no clear idea
about thenewsystem.

The education ministry issued a

notification for some changes in the
grading system on January 4 this
year,

The system, introduced inr 2001
to measure students’ ﬂptltude inthe
S8C, will be applied in the Higher
Secondary Certificate (HSC) exami-
nations this year,

Thenew gradingsystem includes

‘anadditional letter grade A- (minus)

with 3.5 grade point (GP). A student
with an F (below pass marks) grade
in any subject cannot enrol in any
college, However, the highest Grade
Point Average (GPA) remains the
same.

Individual results in public
examinations will be published in
GPA on the basis of a seven-step

letter grading instead of six steps.
The steps are A+ for GP 5.0 (80-
100 marks), A for GP 4.0 (70-79), A-
for GP 3.5 (60-69), B for GP3.0 (50-
59), Gfor GP 2.0 (40-49), D for GP 1.0
(33-39) and F for GP 0.0(0-32).
Previausly, the steps were A+ for
GP 5.0 (80-100), A for GP 4.0 (60-79),
B for GP3.0 (51-5{}}, ClorGP 2.0 (41-
50), D for GP'] (43-40) and F for 0.0

{0-32).

Examinees who will not get F
gradein any subject and whose GPA
is at least 1.0 will be considered
passed.

In the current method an
examinee has to secure pass marks

Jindividually in every part of the
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CB capital deficit
snowballs

RejauL Karmv BYRoN

The net capital deficit of the four
nationalised commercial banks
(NCBs) increased by Tk 125 crore to
Tk 6,204 crore in the first three
monthsofthisyear,

Classified loans of these banks
tose by Tk 467 crore to Tk 12,653
crore in January-March, according
to bankitig sources,

The deficit bloated because of an
increase in provision shortfall
againsttheirdefaultloans,

The finance ministry does not yet
have any plan to re-capitalise the
banks. Neither are the NCBs strong
enough to earn more to fill up the

deficit.

"We are now examining the net
deficits of the banks so that we can
take some steps in the near future
under the NCB reforms
programme,” says a finance minis-
try official.

The net deficit of Sonall Bank
rose by Tk 158 crore to Tk 2,736
crore; This is equivalent to 35 per
cent of the bank's total loans and
advances of Tk 5,487 crore.

It faced a provision shortfall of Tk
2,376 crore during the period.

Janata Bank's capital shortfall
shrunk by Tk 79 crore to Tk 1412
crore in March, But its classified
loans increased by Tk 137 crore to Tk

2,685 crore, Tepresenting about 29

percent ofits total loans.

Agrani Bank's capital shortfall in
the first three months of this year
increased by Tk 41 crore to'Tk 1,172
grore. Its classified loans increased
by Tk 33 crore to Tk 3,177 crore,
claiming 38 per cent of total portfo-

lio. The bank had a provision short-

fall of Tk 959 crore,

Rupali Bank's capital shortfall
inereased by Tk 6 crore to Tk 832
crore during the same period. Its
classified loans increased by Tk 32
grore to Tk 1,303 crore which is 31
percentofits total portfolie.

The bank faced a provision short-
fall of Tk 328 crore.

' nomination, itwill be easy to win the

Lelection to: Nenoknnaammfeu-

. Forty-five standing comimittees were

But opponents called for Blair
to return and face a broader prabe
into the case he made for war, The
shock even sent Britain's pound
tumbling half a percent on cui-
rency markets as traders weighed
the severity of the crisis for Blair.

Kelly's family reported him
missing overnight after he went for
a walk in the Oxfordshire country-
side Thursday with no' goat and
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Amini backs
down on
polls issue

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A minor coalition party led by Fazlul
Hag Amini yesterday backed down
on the Netrokona-3 by-election
issue that had opened an apparent
discord intheruling alliance,

Amini, chairman of the Islami
Oikya Jote (10), told The Daily Star
that he would support any candida-
ture for the ¢onstituency, nomi-
nated by Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia, although his party decided to
field Ehtesham Sarwar Chowdhury,

"But I must say if Ehtesham
Sarwar Chowdhiiry gets Tolu-party
polls."

At a press conference on
Thursday, the I0] announced the
candidature of Ehtesham for the by-
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Bomb blast at
Kushtia BNP
leader's house:
One killed

UNB, kushtia

One person 'was killed and two
others were injured in a bomb blast
at the house of a local BNP leader at
village Majdiar in Daulatpur upazila
inthe early hours of yesterday.

The dead was identified as Abdul
Hannan, 35, son of Abu Bakr, of
Jamalpurvillage.

Police and locals said the explo-
sion oceurred at around 3 am when
Hannan and two of his associates --
Shamsul, 40, and Kamal Hossain, 30
-- were making bombs at the house
of upazila BNP vice president
Jahangir Alam, leaving the three
seriouslyinjured

The injured were admitted to the
Kushtia General Hospital and later
shifted to the Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital where Hannan
died at noon.

The explosion blew off the CI
sheetroofofthehouse.

Police: visited the area in the
morming. None was arrested till
yesterday evening.

AL to complain
to speaker about
JS bodies

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

The main opposition Awami League
(AL) will lodge protest with the
speaker against what it calls forma-
tion of parliamentary standing
committeesin violation ofthe consti-
tution and the Rules of Procedure,

The AL will write a letter to
Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar after
gazette notification of the commit-
tees, asking him to take necessary
steps on the issue, Opposition Chief
Whip Abdus Shahid told The Daily
Star yesterday.

Depending on the speaker's
move, the ALwill think of iominating
its deputies for thebodies, he added.

"The ruling coalition constituted
the committees keeping the slots of
the AL vacant. The constitution and
the Rules of Procedure do not permit
partial formation of the bodies"
Shahid said.

"As the custodian of the House,

the speaker should take initiatives to
resolvethe problem.”
The gazette notification of the com-
mittees s likely to be publisher this
week by the parliament secretariat,
sources said.

formed in the last two sessions keep-
ing the AL slotsvacant,

More city areas ﬂoded

Situation in central districts worsens, slightly improves in north

A woman
helps an
elderly man to
higher ground
yesterday in a
swamped
village in
Harirampur
upazila in
Manikgan],
one of the 26
districts
worst-hit In a
month-long
spell that left
tens of thou-
sands of
people home-
less or
marooned.

PHOTOD: STAR

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Floodwaters swamped fresh low-
lands in the central districts includ-
ing Dhaka and ifs environs, but
marked. récession in the northern
districts except for Sirajganj and
Pabnayesterday.

Flooding in central Munshiganj,
Manikganj, Narsingdi, Narayanganj,
Madaripur, Shariatpur, Rajbarl and
Tangail deterforated as the Padma
and its branches burst their banks,
stranding lakhs of people in their
submerged homes,

The southern district of Barisal
and offshore island of Bhola reeled
under the deluge.

In the northern region, major
rivers began to recede in the wake of
petering out of torrential mensoorn
rains in the upstream hilly regions
acrossthefrontiers.

This year's flooding has already
claimed the lives of 75 people and
affected more than 50 lakh others in
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Anticrime crackdown in
southwestern dists begins

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Klusna

The joint forces of police,
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and ansars
began a crackdown on criminals,
especially members of underground
political parties, in southwestern
districl:slastujght_

The drive in Jessote, Kushtia,
Chuadanga, Meherpur, Narail,

Satkhira, Bagerhat, Khulnay

Jhenidah and Pirofpur began in the
wake of widespread violence in the
region that saw at least 31 people,
including local government leaders
andpolicemen, killed in 17 days.
About 14,000 additional BDR
men along with police and ansars
are carrying out the operation from
their makeshift sector headquarters
in' Jessore, Satkhira, Pirojpur and

. Jhenidah, a sourge in Dhaka sdid,

requesting anonymity, “They will
fan out to the criminals' hotbeds
fromthere," headded.

Two alleged operatives of out-
lawed Purbo Banglar Communist
Party (PBCP) -- Shahidul Islam, 32,
and Kartik Biswas, 37, -- were heldin
Narail Sadar in thefirst hours of the
drive;

They are acgused in multiple
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Land broker
gunned
down in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unidentified gunmen shot dead a
land broker in front of his residence
at Kalyanpur in the city yesterday
evening. . i
Sources said Taib Uddin, 45, was
talking with two friends at about
7:30pm when tw¢ gunmen
approached and shot him six times
beforeleaving the spot.
Taib was rushed to Subrawardy
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